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1,  The  attached  Combat' Operations  After  Action  Report  -  -"^ic^§~MARI0N 
is  submitted  for  the  information  ;of  all  concerned. 

.2.  a.  .  The  1st  and;- 2d  Brigades  intiated  Operation  mNC IS  MARION  on 
6  April  by  redeploying  from  the  area  west  of  New  PLEI  DJERliNG;  the  1st 
Brigade  establishing  their  CP.  northeast  ■  of  DUG  CO  at 

the  2d  Brigade  at  THANH' AN,  (the  .Oasis.).  .  This,  repositioning  put  the  division 
in  a  posture  to  screen  the  NVA's.  traditional  infiltration  routes  --  just  north  , 
of  DUC  CO',  along  Route- 19l'J  and- through  the  lA.  DR-ANG  Valley  —  and  to  ope 
against, increased  small:  unit  NVAAC  activity  in  areas  adjacent  to  PLblAU 
^  City,.. 

' .  b..;  The.initiar  contacts  -came  in- the.  latter  p^t  of  April  when  the 
1st  Battalion,  8th  Infafitry,  - Had.  10  days  ^of  ' brief  '^O'^tact  - ^th- small  NV.v 
reconnaissance  groups  close  to  the  border  between  the  CHl^PONG  massif  ^d 
DUC  C0»-  During  the  same  period  the  2d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry,  ■....; 
of  contacts  that . eventually  led  to  an  engagement  vdth  an  NVA  battalion  on 
30  April  -  1  May- in  a  large,  well-fortified-, base- area  between  the  Oasis  and 
PLEI  ME.  The  NVA  battalion  had  infiltrated  before  the-divisions  redeployment 
and  was , preparing  for  offensive  operations  in  this  area  north  of  the  1a  ^ 
MUER. River.  Following  an  intensive  artillery  and  air -preparation,’ a  mechanise 
infantry  company  led  by  a  section  of  tanks  from  the  1st  Squadron,  lOth  Cavalry 
moved  into  the  enemy  complex  on  the  second-  day.  The  tanks  used  canister, 
machine  guns,  and  the  crushing  weight  of  the  vehicles  to  beat  down  the  jungle, 
reduce  the  bunkers  and  route  the  enemy.  The  two  day  action  accountea  for  133 
NVA  ki-lled  at  the  cost  of  three  US  lives. 

-c.  •  In  May,  the  battalions  of  the-.lst  Brigade  were  positioned  in  the 
rugged  CHU  GO^JNGOT  -  CHU  XAI^  Mountains  to  the -west  of  Rou-te  lAB  between 
DUC  CO  and  PLEI  DJERENG.  On- 18  May  Company  B,  1st  Battalion,  8th  Infantry 
made  contact,  with  a  large  NVA  force  northwest  of  DUG  _  CO*  .  beg^-nine 

days  of  vicious  contact  during  the  period  18-26  May,  in  wtoch  the^lst  Briga 
three  battalions  -  1st  Battalion,-  8th  Infantry,  3d  Battalion,  12-bh  Infantry 
and  3d  Battalion,’- 8th  Infantry.-  had .almost  continuous  contact  with  never 
less  than  a  ba.ttalion  of  the  two..: well-armed  and  well-trained  Wa  Regiments 
contacted.  During  this:-period,  31^304  rounds  of  artillery  _ and-  219  sorties  of 
TAG  air  were  placed  in:fco  the  area- of’ contact,.  As  May  ended,’ the  enemy  , ha 
been  driven  out  of  thi-s  - area,,,  leaving  367  bodies  they  were  ; not  able  to  carry 
awa;^.  Again,  in  July,  after  refitting  and-  replacing  their  losses, .  these  same 
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NVA  units  attempted  to  recross  the  western  border  of  South  VIETNAM,  This  time 
the  area  was  the  rolling,  rock-covered  hills  south  of  DUG  CQ.  ■  -On  12  July,  two 
ccanpanies  of  the  1st  Battalion,  12th  Infantry,  had  a  viblent",  head-on  meeting 
with  two  NVA  battalions  just  five  kilometers  from  the  border,  killing  142  NVA. 
Again,  on  23  July,  t]wo  rifle  companies  of  the  3d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  were'  . 
engaged  just  south  of  DUG  CO.  A  good  defensive  perimeter,  the  immediate 
reinforcement  by  the  second  rifle  company,  the  massive  artillery  fires  of  42 
tubes  from  eight  batteries  firing  6,600  pounds  during  the  contact  and  the 
following  night,  and  12  TAG  air  strikes  devastated  not  only  the  attacking 
forces,  but  also  a  reserve  battalion,  1000  met err  south  of  the  area  of  contact. 

In  the  end,  189  NVA  bodies  littered  the  ground,  large  numbers  of  weapons  of  all 
tj^pes  and  10  captives  resulted  from  this  action.  All  the  enemy’s  attempts  at  a 
monsoon  offensive  had  been  repulsed  soon  after  his  incursion  of  the  South 
VIETNAI-ffiSE  Border  and  before  ha  was  able  to  reach  his  objectives,  which  apparently 
were  either  the  DUG  CO  Special  Forces  Camp,  the  1st  Brigac^e  command -post  at. 

Jackson  Hole,  or  the  Government  of  VIETN/J-l'  s  resettlement  area  of  EDAP  EIL’vNG.'  ' 

d.  Ha'ving  failed  to  force  their  ^y  into  the  Central  Highlands,  the 
NVA  began  to  breaik  down  into  sball  groups,  avoiding  all. contact  with  our  forces 
by  circumventing  the  division  area  of  operations.  To  counter  this  apparent  new. 
tactic,  the  mission  of  providing  surveillance  and  conducting  screening  operations 
along  the  border  was  tasked  to  the  1st  Brigade,  allowing  the  2d  Brigade  to 
conduct  operations  against  the  NVA/VC  infiltrated  areas  northwest,,  northeast  and,  . 
east  of  PLEIKU.  A  122mm  rocket  attack  on  Jackson  Hole,  which  was  the  first  use 

of  these  weapons  in  PLEIKU  province,  proved  to  be  the  most  significant  enemy  effor^ 
during  the  latter  months  of  the  operations.  In  the  closing  weeks  of  FRANCIS 
MARION,  the  2d  Brigade  conducted  an  extensive  search  and  destroy  operation  in  the 
DAK  PA'IAU  Valley  east  of  PLEIKU-  in  an  attempt  to  discover  and  destroy  an  enemy 
unit  that  had  infiltrated  into  the  area.  On  1  October,  a  Headhunter  aircraft  • 
spotted  a  large  group  of  N\''A  to  the  northeast  ol  PHU  NHON.  Six  air  strikes  were- 
placed  on  the  area  of  the  enemy  sighting,  foUc-wed  up  by  helicopter  gunships  ' 
working  over  the  area  and  a  combat  assault  .by  Compaiiy  B,  let  Battalion,  12th 
Infantfy  into  a  "hot"  LZ.  Contact  was  broken  shortly, after  the  LZ  was  secured 
and  sweeps  of  the-  battle  area  produced  4-9  NVA-’. bodies,  killed  as  a  resiilt  of  air  ' 
strikes  and" small  Arms.'  A  POt'/  from  this  acti-on  related  that  this  vras  a  replace-, 
ment ' group  infiltrating  to  join  an  NVA  battalion  operating  east  of  PLEIKU. 

.  •  ■  •  J  '*'*  *• 

e.  As  FRANCIS  M/iRION  terminated,  the  1st,  Brigade  continue^  to  screen 
the  boiler  area  between  PLEI  DJERENG  and  the  CHU  PQMG  Mountains  and  the  2d 
Brigade  was  moved  to  an  ai*ea  of  operatipns  in  southern  PIW  BON  Province  to 
begin  search  and  destroy  operations,  ^ 

f.  The  overall  success  of  Operation  FRANCIS  MARION. was  the  result  of: 
a  maximum  effort  by  all  men  of  .the  divisio.n..and'  its  supporting  units.  ,-  The  ' 
operation:  was  conducted' during  the' highl^d'  s  southwest  monsoon,  .season  whi oh j'-n  -  . 
while  making  ^i'ving  conditions' in  the  field  more  difficult,  also  compo-unded- thes-  : 
task  of  keeping  the  supplies  moving  forv^S  in  the  needed  quantities.;  It  wra:s-'-t.'i 
during  this  period  that  the  4'th  Ihgineer  Battalion  and  units  of  .  the  ,937th: 

Ihgineer  Group,  principally  the  20th  Engineer ,  Battalion,  kept  the  .MSR '  s  opeil.;-to-> 
the  convoys  despite  some  periods  of  trem^dpusly  heavy  rainfalls  .with  the  :result- 
ing  run  ^off  on  the  unpaved  roadways,  required  long  and  .hard.hours-of  .. . 

frustrating  effort  just,  to  keep  the  roadbbds  .froiji  failing .  to  bear  the  heavy  :  . 
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traffic.  There  ims  only  one  three-day  period  in  i.V\a  luiiiiht  of  tfrie  deluge 
when  the  roads  were  impassable  to  convoys. 


g.  The  combat  support  provided  by  the  Division  Support  Command  was 
nothing  less  than  outstanding.  On  23  april,  a  division-operated  FSE  replaced 
the  F3A  located  with  the  1st  Brigade  at  Jackson  Hole  and  on  4  July  the  FSA  was 
withdrawn  from  the  2d  Brigade  and  replaced  by  an  FSE.  From  this  date,  all 
support  for  both  brigades  came  from  the  division's  resources.  As  the  monsoon 
rains  increased,  transportation  of  supplies  became  an  increasingly  arduous  task- 
traffic  became  one-way,  vehj.cles  bogged  down  in  unloading  zones  and  the 
larger  capacity  tractor  and  trailer  vehicles  became  unmanagable  on  the  slippery 
roads.  These  and  other  factors  combined  to  require  more  trucks  and  mors  time 
to  complete  a  single  haul;  putting  increased  s':res3  on  men  and  equipment.  Tnis 
required  all  division  units  to  contribute  trucks  and  drivers  to  the  task  of 
moving  the  required  quantity  of  supplies.  Nevertheless,  at  no  tine  were 
combat  operations  hindered  by  a  lack  of  supplies. 


h.  It  is  inevitable  that  tactical  operations  will  overstjadow 
other  areas  of  accomplishment  by  the  units  of  an  infantry  division  in  combat r 
however,  several  accomplishments  in  other  areas  should  not  be  overlooked. 

In  April,  the  division's  base  camp  was  still  primarily  a  "tent  city";  only 
a  few  permanent  buildings  had  been  erected.  But  with  the  approaching  monsoon 
providing  the  impetus  and  the  engineers  furnishing  the  technd.cal  supervision, 
and  needed  basic  materials,  the  units  in  base  camp  began  a  self-help  prograia 
in  which  the  men  of  each  unit  provided  the  manpower.  By  October,  roughly  85 
percent  of  the  projected  peimanent  b\iildings  had  been  completed.  In  addition, 
the  engineers  had  provided  adequate  drainage  and  by  previously  paving  half  of 
each  roadway  of  the  primary  internal  base  camp  road  net,  had  prevexited  a 
recurrence  of  the  serious  movement  problems  suffered  during  tlie  previous 
year's  rains.  The  airfield  was  improved  by  comp^letely  covering  the  runway 
Sind  ramps  with  steel  planking,  together  with  constructing  revetments  for  all 
organic  aircraft. 


i.  In  proximity  to  the  base  camp,  the  TAOR  was  extended  out  to  10,000 
meters.  V/ithin  this  circumferential  boundrjf  lived  our  15,000  MONTAGNARD  friends 
who  became  the  recipients  of  the  division's  Good  Neighbor  civic  action  program. 
Five  times  a  week,  the  members  of  all  the  division's  units  that  lived  in  base 
camp  visited  each  of  the  69  villages.  During  the  last  six  months,  various 
health  improvement  and  self-help  contruction  programs  were  irjitiated 
and  enthusiastically  received  by  these  villages.  Similar,  but  less 
extensive,  civic  action  programs  were  initiated  in  the  forward  brigade  areas: 
in  THANH  AN  and  PHU  NHON  districts  by  the  1st  and  2d  Brigades,  and  by  the  1st 
Ba.ttalion,  69th  Armor  in  the  I.E  TRUNG  district  along  Route  19E.  Also  included 
in  the  civic  action  program  of  the  brigades  was  the  provision  of  transportation, 
medical  and  construction  support  to  the  GVN's  EDAP  iiKABG  Resettlement  Village  on 
Route  19l'f.  The  reception  of  these  programs  by  the  MONTAGNAlRD  and  VIEMAfESE 
inhabitants  of  PLEIKU  Province  has,  on  the  whole,  been  indeed  rewarding. 


i.r  Tj  pviTpa 
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liajor  General,  USA 
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HE/\DQUARTERS  4TH  INFANTRY  DIVISION 
APO  San  Framjlsco  96262 

AVDDH-GC  ,  ‘ ■  25  November  196? 

SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  (RCS:  MAGV  J3-32) 


THRU'  CommaiKilng 

I  Field  Force,  Vietnam 
ATTN;'  AVFA-UC 
APO  96350 


TO:  Commander 

US  Military  Jissistance  Conroand,  Vietnam 
ATTN:  J343 
APO  96243 


1.  (U)  NAME  AND  TYPE.  OF  OPERiiTION:  Operation  FR^iNCIS  MRION  -  Search 
and  destroji. 

2.  (U)  DATES  OF  OPERATION:  060001H  April  196?  to  112400H  October  196?. 

3.  (U)  LOCATION  .  FRANCIS  MRlON- arpa.  of  operations  is  shown  on 
overiLay  1.  {Reference;  Map  VIETNAM,  Scale  1' 250,000;  Series  JOG  (G)  IpOl; 
Sheets  ND  48-8,  48-12,  49-5,  49-9;  and  map  VIETNiUM,  Scale  1:50,000;  Series 
L7014:  Sheets  6437  I,  II;  6436  I;  6537  I,  II,  HI,  IV r  6536  I,  II,  III,  IV; 
6535  1,  II,  III,  IV;  6637  I,  II,  III,-IV;  6636  I,  II,  III,  IV;  6635  I,  II, 

III,  IV. 

4.  (U)  CONTROL  HEADQUARTERS •  , Headquarters ,  4th  Infantry  Division. 

5.  (U)  reporting  OFFICER-  '  Principal ' commanders  and  senior  staff 
officers  participating  in  tfe'  operation  are  listed  at  inclosuro  1. 

6.  (U).  , TASK  ORGANIZATION: ..  Inclosure  2.  , 

7.  (C)  INTELLIGENCE: 

a.  Enemy  Composition,  Disposition  and'  Strenjgth  Prior  to  Operation 
FRANCIS  M/ARION.  . 

(1)  .'At'  the  beginning  of  Operation  FRANCIS  MRION,  the  NVA  B-3 
Front  was  preparing  the  battlefield  northwest  of  DUG  CO  Special  Forces  Camp, 
The  enemy  mission  was  to  move  forces  east  into. the  lA  DRjING  Valley  and  conduct 
attacks  on  US  forces  and  the  Special  Forces  Camps  at  DUG  CO,  FLEI  ME,  New 
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SUBJECT;  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  (RCS:  MACV  J3‘-32) 

PLEI  DJtRENG  and  the  District  Headquarters  at  TltiNH  AN^  These  planned  attacks 
were  to  be  combined  with  radospraad  harassment  to  achieve  the  general  objectives 
of  holding  US  units  in  the  Western  Highlands  and  drawing  in  additional  IIS 
forces  to  relieve  pressure  on  the  coast.  The  plan  was  also  intended  to  . 

oontritrute  to  the  countr,ywlde  goal  of  inflicting  heavy  casualties  on  US 
forces  and  disrupting  the  Revolutionary  Development  Program, 

(2)  Summary  of  enemy  composition,  disposition  and  strength 
at  the  beginning  of  Operation  FRj\NCIS  M/vRION. 


WOT 

STRENGTH 

DISPOSITION 

1st  NVA  Division 

5,500 

YA4966 

32nd  liogt 

1,200 

Ya6952 

66th  Regt 

1,605 

YA6O55 

88th  Regt 

1,495 

YA6058 

10th  NVA  Division 

UNK 

UNK  loc,  C.lMBODIA 

95B  Regt 

1,295 

ZA1317 

lOlC  Bn 

500 

YA7518 

200th  Arty  Bn 

450 

Unk  loc,  PLEIKU, 
KONTUM  Provinces 

407th  Sapper  HF  Bn 

500 

Northeastern  PLEIKU 
Province 

H-15  LF  Bn 

400 

Eastern  PLEIKU 
Province 

b.  Enemy  Activi.ty  During  Operation  FR,\NCIS  HiRION. 

(1)  Operation  FRANCIS  MARION  began  on  6  April,  but  no  contact 

of  any  significance  occurred  until  17  April,  when  Company  C,  2d  Battalion,  8th 
Infantry,  engaged  two  NVA  companies  at  ZA130167.  This  marked  the  beginning 
of  a  series  of  contacts,  as  the  enemy  moyed  large  forces  into  southwestern 
PLEIKU  Province.  On  26  April,  Company  B,  Ist  Battalion,  8th  Infantry 
engaged  one  NVA  Battalion  at  YA845132.  dbmpany  G'  of  the  same  battalion 
contacted  two  NVA  platoons  on  28  April. at  YA840135.  , ■ 

(2)  4th  Infantry  Division  forces  were  deployed  generally  west- 
of  Highway  14  to  counter  the  enany' s  repeated  and  determined  efforts  to 
attack  friendly  forces  and  installations  in  the  area.  Two  major  engagements 
took  place  on  1  May.  The  2d  Battaliori,  Bth  Infantry  in  an  engagement  which 
began  30  April,  killed  133  NVA  (BC)  of  the  2d  Battalion,  95B  Regiment  at  ZA1118, 
while  3d  Batteilion, . 12th  Infantry  contacted  the  7th  Battalion,  66th  NVA  Regiment 
at  YA791337,  killing  20  of  the  enemy. and . capturing  one. 

,(3)  In  spite  of  initial  reverses,  the  B-3  Front  persisted  in 

“Captured  NVA  Document  ’’Outline  of  Campai^  Plan  of  B-3  for  the  196? 
Rainy  Season"  recovered  on  3  May  by  2d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry,  after  the 
battle  -with  the  NVA  2d  Battalion,  95B, Regiment  on  1  May, 
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its  plans  to  attack  in  southwestern  PLEIKU,  In  most  of  the  efforts,  DUG  CO 

Sp&'jiial  Forces  Camp  was  the  apparent  target.  These  attacks  were  thwarted 

with  heavy  enemy  losses.  The  major  engagements ,  in  this  caJ'npaign  were  as  follows; 


18  May 

■  YA721308 

D/l-8  Inf  contacted  K4/32d  NVA  Regt, 

119 

NVA 

KIA 

20  Kay 

YA717317 

A,B,C/l-8  Inf  contacted  K5/32d  NVA  Regt 

37 

NVA 

KIA 

1 

N\^A 

CIA 

22  May 

YA732345  . 

A,B;3-12  Inf  contacted  7/66th  NVA  Regt 

?8 

KVA 

KIj. 

4 

NV.'V 

CI/i 

24  May 

YA 732346 

B,C/3-12  Inf  contacted  K5/32d  NV.^,  Regt 

37 

KVA 

KlA 

26  May 

1 

IWA 

Cln 

YA73531C 

B,C/3-8  Inf  contacted  elements  of  the 

96 

NVA 

KI/v 

32nd  NVA  Regt 

2 

NVA 

CIA 

12  July 

■  YA836123 

D,C/l-l2  Inf  contacted  66th  NVA  Regt 

142 

NVA 

Kin 

23  July 

YA855190 

B,C/3-8  Inf  contacted  32d  NV.a  Regt 

188 

NVA 

KIA 

•  i' 

10 

NVa 

CIA 

■  . 

(4)  After 

each  of  these  battles  the  enemy  withdrew  to  safe  areas 

in  or  near  CAMBODIA,  to  receive  replacements  and  rebuild  his  forces.  The 
exception  \‘fas.the  2d  Battalion,  95B  Regiment  which  evaded  further  contact, 
but  remained  in  the  area  of  the  1  May  battle,  then  moved  to  areas  to  the  north- 
west  and ’east  of  PLEIKU  Province  in  June, 

■  .  (5)  Frustrated  by  aggressive  US  action  which  exacted  heavy  enemy 
casualties,  the  B~3  Front  apparently  revised  its  tactics  during  the  remainder 
of  Operation  FRANCIS  MARION.  This  was  signaled  by  the  eastward  movement  of  the 
2d  Battalion,  95B  Regiment  to  the  DAK  PA17.U  ValI.ey.  One  of  the  objectives  set 
forth  in  the  document  captured  on  3  Play  was  the  revitalization  of  VIET  CONG 
forces.  Integration  of  individual  NVA  replacements  and  support  urdts  into  VIET 
CONG-  forces  had  begun  as  early  as  January.  Now,  the  NVA  began  to  emulate  VC 
tactics,  operating  in  company  and  smaller  forces  and  engaging  in  ambushes,  attacks 
by  fire  and  harassment.  This  becam.e  the  principal  rrdssion  of  the  under  strength 
95B  Regiment,  with  one  battalion -in  the  DAK  PAYAU  Valley  area  and  one  in  the 
western  CHU  PRONG  Mountains. 

(6)  The  introduction  of  the  122mm  roexet  into  the  FRANCIS  MARION 
area  of  operations  marked  another  major  development  in  eneirc,'  capabilities  and 
tactics.  On  23  August  the  1st  Brigade  fo.nvard  command  post  at  Jackson  Hole 
(LE  THANH)  was  attacked  with  up  to  50  rounds  of  122ma  rocket  fire.  This  incident, 
combined  with  mortar  attacks  throughout  the  area  of  operations  and  the  absence 
since  23  July  of  major  groiond  efforts,  suggested  that -the  enemy  had  adopted 
attacks  by  indirect  fire,  without,  a  ground  follow-up,  as  an  economy  of  force 
measure.  Infantry  forces  were  deployed  with  the  artillery  units,  but  only  to 
provide  security.  Indirect  fire  attacks  were  accompanied  by  small  harassing  action 
and  road  mining  operations. 
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..  c.  During  Operation  FRANCIS  MARION  the  following  enemy  techniques; 
were  used. against  friendly  forces. 

(1)  Ground  attacks,  up  to  regimental  strength,  were  conducted. 

The  encany  especially  sought  small  units  operating  alone,  which  they  attempted 
to  attack  v/ith  overwhelming  superiority.  Hie  enemy  also  attempted,  with 
some  success,  to  isolate  small  elements  from  the  main  body  during  the  course 
of  a  battle.  The  US  forces  capability  to  reinforce  rapidly  deprived  the 
eneir.y  of  significant  successes. 

(2)  Attacks  by  fire  were  employed  against  friendly  forces 
and  fixed  installations  as  an  economy  of  force  measure.  The  introduction 
of  th3.i22ram  rocket  added  significantly  to  this  capability, 

d.  Terrain. 

(1)  The  central  region  of  PLEIKU  Province  is  characterized 
by  rolling  hills  which  are  lightl.y  vegetated.  The  western  region  of  the 
province  consists  of  densely  vegetated,  rugged  mountainous  terrain.  The 
CHu  rONG  Mountains  form  a  prominent  terrain  feature  in  southwestern  PUDIKU 
Proidnce,  adja.cent  to  the  CAhiBODIAN  Border.  The  lA  DE^NG  and  LA  PUGH  Rivers 
extend  northeast  from  the  CHU  PONG  Mountains  to  the  central  region.  The 
northeastern  region  of  the  province  is  dominated  by  the  GHJ  GROH  Mountains, 

Like  tho  CHU  PONG,  they  are  contrasted  by  the  surrounding  terrain  which  is 
comparatively  flat.  One  of  the,  most  prominent  terrain  features  in  the  FRANCIS 
MRION  area  qf  operations  is  the  DAK  PAYAU  Valley,  It  extends  north  and  south 
adjacent  to  the  PLEIKU  -  BINH  DINH  Province  boundry,  Jhe  highest  point  in 
PLEIKU  Province,  the  CHU  RPAN  Mountain,  is  located  there  and  is  1551  meters 
above  sea  level. 

(2)  Military  aspects  of  the  terrain. 

(a) ,  Obser-vation  and  fields  of  fire^  Obseiwation  and  fields 
of  fire  are  good  in  open  plains,  but  severely  reduced  in  the  open  forest  plains. 
The  hills  and  mountains  restrict  fields  of  fire  >r  flat  trajectory  weapons, 
and  the  dense  undergi-owth  will  deflect  small  arms  fire.  Vegetation  and  terrain 
irregularities  limit  target  aquisiticn  and  adjustment  of  fire  for  high  angle 
fire  weapons. 

(b)  Cover  and  concealment:  Cover  from  flat  trajectory 
fire  is  good  in  most  of  the  area  of  operations  because  ’of  the  numerous  valleys 
and  the  relatively .  steep  stream  embaniojients.  The  southwest  portion  of  the 
area  of  operations,  wd.th  the  exception -'of  the  CHU  PONG  Mountains,  is  relatively 
open  with  rolling  hills  offering  a  greater  suseptibility  to  flat  trajectroy  fire. 
Concealment  is  fair  to  poor  in  this  axea  however,  it  is  excellent  in  the 
mountainous  and  densely  vegetated  areas,- 
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(c)  Obstacles;  The  SE  SAN  River  forms  a  major  obstacle 
in  the  western  portion  of  the  area  of  operations  as  do.  the  lA  DRANG  and  Li. 

PUGH  Rivers.  All  rivers  were  flooded  during  the  monsoon  season  making  crossings 
difficult,  but  most  are  fordable  during  the  dry  season. 

.  .  (d)  Trafficability.  The  soil  in  the  area  of  operations 

offered  limited  off  road  tri .fficability.  The  maximum  trafficability  consisted 
of  8-10  wheeled  vehicle  and  15-20  tracked  vehicle  passes.  Any  further  use 
resulted  in  excessive  rutting  with  reduced  drainage. 

(e)  Road  nets.  Within  the  area  of  operations  there  are 

no  first  class  roads  with  the  exception  of  some  of  the  interior  roads  within 
Camp  Enari  ard  a  short  stretch  of  paved  road  joining  Camp  Enari  with  Route  I4. 
Highways  14,  north  and  south,  and  Highway  19  East,  the  main  roads  leading 
from  PLEIKU,  have  deteriorated  asphalt  surfaces.  Although  passable  during  the 
monsoon  season  these  routes  were  hard  on  vehicles  and  were  frequently  interdicted 
by  unstable  conditions  at  bypasses  around  damaged  bridges.  The  main  roads  to 
the  west  of  PLEIKU  are  the  upaved  Routes  19  West,  14B  and  509.  In  the  monocpn 
season,  Route  509  became  impass.able  and  only  portions  of  it  were  used  for 
tracked  vehicles  during  battalion-sized  operations  in  that  area.  Routes  19 
West  and  143  were  the  main  supply  routes  to  the  1st  and  2d  Brigade  command  posts 
and  to  PIjEI  DJ15RENG.  Sections  of  these  roads  deteriorated  because  of  poor 
drainage  and  base  course  failure  and  all  or  portions  of  these  roads  had  to 
be  temporarily  closed.  The  closing  of  the  routes  was  necessary  to  prevent 
complete  destruction  of  the  roads  until  repairs  could  be  effected.  All  other 
reads  in  the  area  of  operations  v/ere  unimproved  and  impassable  to  wheeled 
vehicles  during  the  monsoon.  '  .  .  i •  '  . 

(f)  Key  terrain  features:  The  CHU  PRONG  (ZA0049)  and  CHU  KAN 
YAN  (YA9348)  Mountains  in  the  northwestern  portion  of  the  area  are  two  key 
terrain  features  overlooking  Route  509,  the  only  surface  link  between  PLEIKU 
City  and  New  PLSI  DJERENG.  The  west  central  portion  of  the  area  is  dominated 
by  the  CHU  GOUNGOT  Mountains  (yA7632)  which  are  north  of  DUG  CO  and  bounded 
roughly  by  High’wa.ys  509,  14B,  19/J  and  the  SE  SAN  River,  In  the  southwestern 
portion  of  the  area  the  CHU  PONG  Mount,ains  (YV8998)  form  a  prominent  terrain 
feature  situated  astride  the  South  VIETNAii^E  CAiJBODIAN  Border.,  The  CHU 

GROH  Mountains  in  the-  northeast , (AR9664)  and  the  DAK  PAYAU  Valley  in  the 
southeast  (BR1439)  form  the  key  terrain .features  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the 
area, 

(g)  Avenues  of  approach:  There  are  numerous  avenues  of  ■ 
approach  into  the  area.  The  most  significant  ones  are;  1,  From  the  qavSt 
along  Highvray.l9f  2..  From  the  north  along  Route  14;.'  2.*.  From., the  southwest.' 
along  the  many  tributaries  of  the  lA  DRANG,  and  lA  PUOH  Rivers;  From  the 
south  along  Route  14.  There  are  inany  infiltration  trails  from  CAMBODLv  into 
South  VIETNAM  in  the  border  area  between  the  KONTUM  Panhandle  and  the  CHU  PONG  • 
Mountains.  Thes.e  are  readily  accessible  and  frequently  used  by  the  enemy, 

e.  Weather;  theweathey  throughout  the  area  of  operations  was 
fair  to  poor.  This,  was  due  mostly  to  the  monsoon  season  and  the  large 
amount  of  precipitation  received.  As  a  result  of  the  poor  weather,  maximum 
utilization  of  VR  aircraft  and  helicopters  was  not  possible,.,  ■  . 
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'  f.  Enemj^-use  of  j^nes. 

(1)  The  ener^  continued  to  interdict  the  LLCC's  -west  of  PLEIKU 
by  the  extensive- lise  of  mines,  ^he  mines  used  were  predominently  14^1  CHIGOM  ; 

ATI  I-.  ■  4- irw^i^T /"vot  L  V>r>TT1ATnaH  0  tTlT  T1 R 

4-i.i  w^v.4.  ivjwL  -wv  w-.  _ 

consist-ins  ^  ntwrtar  round  -tri-bH  e.  reinforcing  ci^arg©  was  also  found.  The 

mirves  were  pressure  detonated  and  hone  were  found  to  be  booby  trapped.  liany 
of  the  mines  that  were  found  were  detected  visually;  indicating  poor  training 
on  the  use  of  ird'nes,  or  hurried  emplacement. 

(2)  ’ The  total  number  of  mining  incidents  during  Operation  FRANCIS 
JiiRION  was  93?  ■ 


MONTH  - 

April  (from  6'  April) 

May" 

June 
July  ■■■ 

August- 

September 

October  (to  U  October) 

•"'  ■  •'  '  TOTAL 


NUMBER  OF  INCIDENTS. 


A  breakdown  of  type  vehicle  involved  is  as  follows: 


TYPE  VEHICLE 

■  1/4  Ton 
3/4  Ton 
2  1/2  Ton 
5  Ton  • 

APC 

TANK 

VTR 

Other 


NUrlBER  OF  INCIDENTS 


g.  The  total  number  of  mines  located  and  either  evacuated  or 
destroyed  during  Operation  FRANCIS  MARION'Was  833  ’  ''  , 


MONTH-'.;- 

April  (from  6  April) 
May 


•  ■  MINES-  EVACUATED  OR-  [UESTROTED.  ] '' 

.4^'  •  ■'  ■;  16.  -  '  ■ 

26 


^Inclosure  3  contains  a  list  of  all  mineslhit,  including  time,  location, 
type  vehicle,  number  pf  friendly  casualties  and  damage  ■'to  the  vehicle.  '  Overlay'"  ’ 

2  is  a  graphic  representation,  •  ■;  ■  .  •  .  ■  '  ■  ■ 

3  Inclos'dre  4  contains  a  li6t  oi  ill  mines  located,  and-  evacuated  or  ■ 
destroyed,  including  time,  location,  type  of  mine  and' additional  charge.  Overlay 

3  is  a  graphic  representation. 
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MONTH 

.  MINES  .EVACUATED  OR  DESTROYED 

June  ■  ■ 

13 

.July  .  , 

.  '  21 

August  ■ 

.  3 

September  '  P,  . 

October  (to  11  October) 

1 

TOTAL  , 

83 

h.  A  total  of  61  mortar  attacks  wex-e  esjjeriencad  during  Operation 
FRANCIS  RL\RION  which  involved  a  minirouni  enemy  expenditure  of  1,39B  rounds 
(60  and  82mm)  fired  at  friendly  positions^^ 


MONTH 

MORTAR  ATT 

April  (from  6  April) 

14 

May 

21 

June 

8 

July 

5 

August 

3 

September 

10 

October  (to  11  October) 

0 

TOTAL 

61 

i.  Field  Fortifications  -  Tunnels  and  Bunkers 


(1)  Enemy  tunnels  found  in  the  area  of  operations  were,  of  two 
designs:  Attack  tunnels  and  base  complexes.  The  attack  tunnels  consisted 
of  spid-r  holes  placed  on  both  sides  of  a  ravine  with  approximately  every 
three  connected  to  a  sleeping  compartment  constructed  between  the  holes.  The 
base  complex  was  morn  extensive  and  often  was  of  three  level  construction. 

At  the  tbp  was  the  command  con^artment,  beneath  it  was  the  storage  end  sleepj.ng 
area  and  at  the  bottom  was  hospital  compartment;  nearby  was  a. cooking  and 
mess  area. 

(2)  There  were  three  type  of  enemy  bunlcers  found,  the  first 

was  an  overnightiype.  with  sleeping  facilities  above  ground  and  small  protective 
bunkers  which  were  generally  dug  under  fallen  trees.  The  second  type  was 
more  peimianent  with' two  to  three  f^et  of  dirt  over -a  log  mesh.  The  excauvated 
soil  .was  used  for  cover 'arid  the  finished  bunker  looked  like  a  large  ant  hill. 
The  third  type  of  hunker  was  the  .largest  and  best  built.  It  Imd  two  to  three 
layers  of  logs  with  three  to  five  feet  of  dirt  and  pocks  for  overhead  cover. 


^Inclosure  5  contains:  a  list  of  all  mortar  attacks  occurring  during 
Operation  FRANCIS  MARION  by  date-time-group,  unit,  location,  number  of 
rounds  received,  type  amiminition  used,  and  friendly  casualties. 
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,v.v  '  J-  .  .Eeraolitions.  The  only  successf’jl  use  of  demolitions  occurred  o,n 
30  July  at  ZAO98296  when  the  enemy  totally  destroyed  a  reinforced  ccmci-ohe 
bridge  78  feet  long,  and  26  feet  wide  and  severely  damaged  both  abutoents.  It 
was  estimated  that  from  1200  to  1500  pounds  of  demolitions  wgre  used. 

k.  CA  llvaluation  of  Population  and  Attitudes.  Throughout  the 
operation  the  di-vdsion  conducted  civic  action  and  psychological  warfare  in 
support  of  the  IVN  Revolutionary  Development  Progr.am  to  win  the  allegiance 

cf  the  ci\d-lian  population.  The  environment  in  which  pro-GTO  attitudes  could 
survive  grew  with  the  movement  of  55  villages  into  more  secure  locations. 
Forty-seven  villages  moved  from  isolated  locatj.ons  in  insecure  territory  to 
the  EDAP  ENANG  resettlement  area.  Eight  other  villages  voluntarily  moved  to 
be  closer  to  the  center  of  support  and  protection  in  the  TAOR.  VC  propaganda 
teams  and  patrols  operated  openly  and  seldom  suffered  casualties.  Consequently, 
pro-GVN  attitudes  were  reversed  overnight  by  VC  threats  and  murders.  The 
VIET  CONG  terror  groups  kid.napped  village  chiefs,  murdered  several  people 
and  killed  animals;  they  delivered  many  threat*  tliat  they  did  not  execute; 
they  conducted  propaganda  meebings  in  peripheral  villages;  and  they  mined 
the  roads.  Their  operations  were  sporadic  and  apparently  did  not  achieve  the 
desired  objective  ox  alienating  the  pro-GVN  attitudes  of  most  villagers;  Only 
two  villages  appeared  to  be  ;d.llingly  pro-VC  (PLEI  PAHM  KOL  -  AR902342  and 
M  THACH  -  AR833178).  A  few  villages  on  the  periphery  Iiave  manifested  suspicious 
behavior  or  have  been  forced  to  provide  umd.lling  assistance  to  the  VC.  The 
attitude  of  the  population  at  large  was  pro-GVN,  but  lack  of  security  prevented 
some  from  expressing  their  suppoi't  overtly.  During  FRANCIS  ilARION  the  amount 
of  voluntarily  proffered  information  about  VC  propaganda,  moveraents  and  personnel 
increased.  .  n-'- 

l.  Evaluation  of  Enemy  Moral^and  Psychological  Operations.  The 
intelligence  obtained  from  R\fs  and  HOI  CHANHS  indicated  that  both  the  VC 

and  N\-A  are  becoming  tired  of  the  war.  Many  of  the  NVA  soldiers,  particularly 
those  who  came  down  with  the  first  battalions  or  regiments,  are  b6ginrd.ng  to 
believe  that  they  will  never  return  to  North  VIETNAM.  Most  of  the  replacements  . 
infiltrating  into  South  VIETNAM  from  the  north  have  received  three  months  to 
a  year  of  training,  but  a  fevr  havs  received  less  than  a  Week,  The  NVA-  and  VC 
fear  artillery  and  air  power  more  than -anything  else,  primarily  because  they  have 
no  protection  against  these  weapons  -  particularly  during  movements.  The  _ 

NVA  units  operating  from  C/vMBODIA  generally  have  a  reliable  supply  . 

system.  Units  which  are  based  in  FL^IKN: Province  itself  have  a  much  more 
difficult  time  obtaining  adequate  supplies-  and  consequently  their  morale -is 
lower.  The  NVA/VC  generally  have  a  high  rate  (15^  to  50^)  of  malaria  with 
a  fatality  rate  of  105?.  '  RJs  have  stated  that  leaflets  with  pictures  of  home  on 
them  have  caused  theni  to  experience  homesickness.  Many  soldiers  have  seen 
leaflets  urging  them  to  rally,  but  there  was  doubt  in  their  minds  about  what 
kind  of  treatment  they  would  receive  and  they  were  not  certain  that  they  could 
avoid  other  NVA  on  the  -.■ray  to  a  rally  point.  The  attitudes  .bf  the,  civilians 
outside  of  the  TAOR  have  been  slowly  changing.  Those  who  Were  unconmiittei.tq  . , 
either  side  are  slowly  beginning  to  favor  the  FW'IAF  and  provide  information  to 
them.. 
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m,  Use  of  Long  Range  Reconnaissance^  Patrols. 

(1)  The  Long  Range  Reconnaissance  Patrol  Platoona,.of  the 
division,  that  were  organized  during. Operation  SAM  HOUSTON,  were'  fully 
operational  by  the  beginm.ng  of  Operation  FRANCIS  J'lARIOM.  0ne-,j3latoon  was 
assigned  to  each  brigade  and  one  platoon  designated  to  operate-  -under 
division  control  was  assigned  to  the  1st  Squadron,  10th  Cavalry. 

(2)  Each  of  the-  platoons  had  56  US  and  six  MONTAG-NARD  personnel 
and  were  organized  into  a  platoon  headquarters,  eight  five-map  LRRP  teams; 
and  three  Hawkeye  or  hunter-killer  teams.  The  platoon  headquarters  consisted 

of  a  platoon  leader,  assistant  platoon  leader,  operations  sergeant,  intelligence 
sergeant  and  six  communications  specialists.  Each  Hawkeye  team  was  composed 
of  two  US  and  two  MONTAGNARDS.  . 

(3)  The  LRRP  teams  had  the  broad  mission  of  infiltrating,, 

into  entsmy  controlled  areas  to  observe  and/or  conduct  harrassing  activities.,, 

In  addition  to  this  mission  they  observed  and .  repor-ted  enemy  acti-vi ties', 
conducted  terrain  analysis  for  futuie  operations,  conducted  reconnaissance  .. 
in  and  around  potential  landing,,  zones,  served  as  stay-behind  patrols  near 
recently  evacuated  fire  s-upport  bases  and. areas  of ; operations,  conducted 
hit  and  run  ambushes,  directed  .artillery  and  air  strikes  on  .enemy  locations, 
served  ap  surveillance  forces  -bq' screen  the  front  or  flanks  of  an  area 
of  operations  and  served  as  lure.s  to  draw  the  enemy  into  a  given  area. 

(4)  The  Hawkeye  teams-,  while  designed  primarily  for  a  hunter- 
killer  role,  performed  on  numerous  occasions  as  LRRP  teams.  -- > 

(5)  IRRP  teams  were  the  forward  eyes  and  ears  of  the 
division  and  the  surveillance,  scheme  was  developed  vri.th  that  in  mind. 

Within  each  brigade  area  of  operations,  LRRP  and  Hawkeye  teams  most  often 
worked  directly  under  brigade  control  to  screen  the  front  and  flanks, 
but  on  occasion  were  attached  to  , a  battalion. ,  .  The  division  LRRP  platoon 
■was  used  to  supplement  the  brigade  I^P  teams,  to  screen  the  division's 
flanks  and  to  provide  LRRP  support  to  the  armor  and  cavalry,  uni-ts  and  . 
infantry  battalions  under  operational  control  of  the  division. 

(6,)  The,, teams  established  ccmmunications.  with  brigade 
headquarters  (in  the  case  of.thedivision  IRRP's  with  the  1st  Squadron, 

10th  Cavalr-y),  or  with' the  .unit,  to  ;which  they  attached*,  BecausO  of  the 
extended  distances  over  which  they  operated  it  -was •often  necessary  for 
the.  teams  to  relay  their  reports  through  other  units  ,tb  their  headquarters, 

(7)  .  The  capabilities  of -the  LRRP  •t.eams  ane  sho-wn  in  the  following 
examples:  ■ ;  .  ,  ;  ... 

'  ,  .  (.a)  'In. late  May,  an.,;increase -in -.'7C  initiated,  .activities  to 
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the  east  of  Oainp  Enari  resulted  in  a  division  IRRP  team  being  assi 
mission  of  maintaining  surveillance  over  a  suspected  VC. crossing  site  on 
the  lA  AYUI'i  River.  'Tjui’irig  the  period  0-12  Juno^  the  team  established  .an  .  ;  , 

OP  overlooking -the  site  and  observed  18?  individuals,  many  armed  vd.th 
individual  weapons,  using  the  crossing.  A  trend  was  noted  that  throughout  .  , 

the  duration  of  the  mission,  movement  was  to  the  northwest  during  the  morning 
while  in  the  afternoon  it  was  to  the  southeast.  Moreover,  no  movement 
across  the  bridge  was  detected  at  night.  This  IBRP  team  was  highly  successful 
in  providing  the  pattern  of  movement  within  one  portion  of  the  area  of 
operations.  This  intelligence  was  later  used  by  a  brigade  when  it  moved 
into  the  area  for  operations. 

(b)  On  19  May,  a  brigade  LRRP  was  inserted  into  the  CHU 
GO  Mountain  area,  which  was  suspected  as  being  occupied  or  used  by  VC  and  NVA 
units.  The  LRRP  mission  :was  to  determine  the  nature  of  the  enemy  activity  in 
the  area  and  to  conduct  limited  harassing  of  operations.  On  20  May,  after 
patrolling  in  the  mountain  area,  the  LRRP  observed  three  armed,  well-eamouflaged 
NVA.  Rather  than  uncover  the  team  by.  firing  small  arms,  artillery  fire  was 
called  which  caused  three  secondary  explq.^ions  in  the  target  area.  The  team, 
moved  to'  another  site  and  established  a  night  location.  The  following  morning 
the  team  heaj:d  an  NVA  patrol  moving  toward  their  position.  Electing  to  stay 
and  ambush  rather  than  attempt  to  evade,  the  team  established  a  hasty  ambush. 

An  NVA  squad  walked  into  the  aiflbush  and ,  five  of  them  were  killed .  The  Weije 
well-trained  and  executed  immediate  defensive  tactics,  Handgrenades  were 
exchanged  and  both  the  LRRP  and  the  NVA  broke  contact.  All  four  members  of  the 
LRRP  received  slight  wounds  from  enemy  gre-'-ades;  In  moving  toward  a  preselected 
LZ,  the  IRRP  encbuntered  two  more  NVA  who  they  killed  before  being  safely  extractec 

(8) ,  Being  basically  an  intelligence  operation,  much  emphasis;  was  ■ 

placed  upon  reporting.  In  addition  to  spot  reports  of  sightings  or  contacts,  ,  • 
all  LRRP  teams  upon  return  frcam'  k  mission  w^re  required  to.  submit  a  written 
narrative  rejjort  relating  the  acitivi ties  of  ’t.he  patrol  and  complete,  .« 

information  on  any  sightings  br  incidents  that  took  place,  ■  . 

(9)  The  avefa^e' number  of , liiSJ' teams  participating  in  operations. : 

at  any  one  time  during  Opbraticn  FRANCIS  Mi^ION  was  35-40  percent  of  the  total 
teams  organized.  Fatigue'  and  tension  resulting  from  LRRP  missions  was  such  that 
the  teams  upon  completion  of  each  i^dssion.,  w^re  given  time;  off  for  rest  and 
recuperation  equivient'  to  the  ntouber  of  days  of  the  mission,  Thes.e  personnel 
combined  with  the  number  of  personnel  on  RM,  leave,  >  light ;  duty  and  in  the 
hospital  reduced  the  number  ..pf 'teams  available  for  opcrati-on  to  the.  35-40. 
percent  figure.  ■ 

(lO)  The  LRRP  platoons- of  the  division  Ponducted  555  Mssions  during 
Operation  FRANCIS  MARION.  Of  these  366  produced  at  least  one  intelligence 
sighting  and  82  contacts  were  made  with  enony  forces  resulting  in  90  NVA/VC  killed 
with  the  probability  of  many  more  which  could  not  be  bonfirmed.  On  14  occasions 
LRRP  teams  were  extracted  under  fire.  The  high  level  of  training  of  the  LRRP's, 
the  caliber  of  the  indi'viduals  and  the  support  they  receive  is  attested  to  by  the 
fact  that  with  all  the  :  aytijid.'t^  pfithe'jilRP  tpams  6nly  one  LRRP  member  has 
been  killed  by  hostile  action.  ' 
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8.  (C)  The  4th  Infantry  Division  conducted  operations  in 

FRilNCIS  H'vRION  area  of  operations  tc 

a.  Detect  North  VIETNAMEoP'  Army  (NVA)  infiltration  into  Republic  of 
VIETNAM  .(RVH),. 

b.  Conduct  spoiling  attacks  to  prevent  enemy  buildup  in  the  West 
Central  Highlands. 

c.  Provide  security  for  engineer  construction^  land  clearing,  road 
upgrading,  logistical  installations  and  Ftighways  14  and  19. 

d.  Support  the  Government  of  VIETNAM'S  Revolutionary  Developmertt 
and  Refugee  .Resettlement  Programs. 

e.  .  Conduct  a  continuing  Civic  Action  Program  consisting  of  short 
range,  high  impact  projects  in  the  forward  areas  and  long  range,  nation 
building  projects  in  the  Tactical  Area  of  Responsibility. 

9.  (C)  CONCEPT  OF ' OPHblTIONS ;  The  4th  Infantry  Division  initially 
employed  one  brigade  to-  screen  in  depth  along  the  CAMBODIAN  Border  from 
PLEI  DJERENG  on  the  north. to  the  lA  DE:\NG  Valley  in  the  south.  The  screen 
was  set. up  in  echelon  with  the  main  force  generally  along  Route  14B  in  the 
northern  portion  and  bending, to  the  southeast  toward  PLEI  ME  in  the  southern 
portion,  A  surveillance  line  out  to  10.  kilometers  Avas  maintained  forward  of 
the  main  forces.  Fi'js  to  sik  kilometers  in  front  of ■  th6  surveillance  line. 

Long  Range  Reconnaiss.ance  Patrols  (LRRP's)  operated.  The  other  brigade  conducted 
search  and  destroy,  and  cordon  and  search  operations  behind  the  screen  and  west 
of  Highway  14,  The  poB.'..tioning  of  this  brigade  was  such  that  it  could  readily  ’ 
be  Qtaployed  to  reinforce  the  screening  brigade.  TRis  .posture  was  maintained 
until  the  latter  part  of  May  when  an  enemy  'juild.-up  in  the  cku  GOUNGOT  Mountain 
area  dictated  a  reposit.i,oning  of  the  brigades.  The  brigade  that  had  been 
maintaining  the  screen  closed  on  the  enemy.  ■  The  other , brigade  assumed  the 
screening  mission  for  the  southern  portion  of  the  line.  It  was  this  screen 
that  detected  and  engaged  the  enemy  forces  in  . July  when,  after  their  first 
unsuccessful  attempt  in  May  to  establish  themselves  in.  South  VIETNAM,  two 
attempts  were  made  to  move  across  the  border  in  fprce.  These  attempts  were 
also  defeated  arid  the  enemy  driven  back  into  CAIfflODIA,  After  the  actions  in 
July,  the  enemy  changed  tactics  and  began  infiltrating  small  groups  into  South 
VIETNAM,  The  division  shifted  back  into  the  one  brigade  screen,  using  the 
other  brigade  to  operate  in  the  central  and  eastern  portions  of  PLEIKU  Province 
to  seek  out  and  destroy  the  small ' infiltrating  elements  to  enable  them  to  cover 
the  maximum  amount  of  area.  The  armor  battalion  and  the  cavalry  squadron(s)5 
provided  security  for  the  LLOC's  and  convoys  in  the  area  of  operations  by  strong 

^From  .6 'April  to  30  August  the  divi^on  l:ad  one  a™or  battalion  and 
one  cavalry  squadron  assigned.  On  30  August.,  a  second  cavalry  squadron  (minus  the 
air  cavalry  troop)  was  attached  and  became  operational  oh  15  September. 
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pointing  the  roadways  or  by  escorting  the  convoys.  These  units  also  pi^Vi||l^ 
blocking  forces  in  the  contacts  south  of  DUC  CO.  They  reinforced  the  infantry 
elements  when  t^e  terrain  was  favorable  and  conducted  search  and  destroy  and 
cordon  and. search  operations  in  areas  adjacent  to  the  LLOC's.  A  ' 

10.  (C)  EXECUTION r  ’  ' 

a.  General. 

(1)  Operation  FTRaNCIS  14/vRION  was  initiated  by  the  ifth  Infantry- 
Division  at  O6OOIH  April  1967  by  OPORD  2-67.  The  initial  area  of  operations 
was  the  same  as  that  of  SAM  HOUSTON.  Subsequently,  with  temporary  boundary 
extensions,  the  area  of  operations  took  in  the  vdiole  of  PLiilKU  Pro-vlnce  and 
a  portion  of  northern  DARJaiC  .Province.  At  the  begirmng  of  the  operation,  the 
major  elements  of  the  division  were  disposed  as  follows-  The  1st  Brigade  was 
deployed  between  PLEI  DJERENG  and  the  lA  DR/YNG  Valley,,,  and  v/est  of  Route  I4B 
along  the  CAffiODLiN  Border;  the  2d  Brigade  was  east  of  the  1st  Brigade  and  west 
of  Highv/ay  14  with  forces  deployed  from  the  CHU  PRONG  Mountains  to  PLEI  ME;  the 
1st  Squadron,  10th  Cavalry  was  wes-t  of  PLEIKU  along  Route'  509;  and  the  1st 
Battalion,  69th  Armor  was  east  of  PLEIKU  on  Highway  19E.  ’  .  i 

'  (2‘)  At  the  end  of  Operation  SAM  HOUSTON,  the  two  brigades  . of  the 
division  had  been  deployed  from  the  area  west  of  the  SE  SAN  River  to.  the  area  ... 
previously  described.  The  repositioning  of  the  forces  was  done  at  this  time 
for  two  basic  reasons 

(a)  To  be  in  a  more  tenable  posture  foi;  the  impending  suiiiffler- 

monsoon  season. 

■■  (b)  To  counter  an  expected  enemy  move  into  the  Central  ,  ,  ’ 

Highlands  through  -the  CHU  GOUNGOT  -  CHU  YAH  Mountains,  along  Highway  19^'f  or. 
through  the  lA  Effl.lNG. Valley. 

'  (3)  .1  As  .  the  •  1st.  Brigade  established  their  command  post  .at  ' 

Jackson  Hole;  the  let  Battalion,  8t'h  Infantry  began  conducting  extensive., 
reconnaissance  along  the- border  from  the  CHU  PONG  massif  to  southwest  of  DUG  CO- 
Almost  daily  for  a  10  day, period  dubing  the  last  of  April  and  into  May  the 
companies  of  the  battalion  had  brief  contacts  with  small  groups  of  NVA  who 
were  most  likely  reconn-aiss^ce  elements  from  NVA  infantrs"-  units  preparing  to 
move  across  the  border  into 'South  VIETNAM.  .  Along  this  same  infiltration  route, 
further  to  the  east,  the  2d  Da-ttalion,  8th  Infantry  initiated  search  and  destroy 
operations  south' of  the  , 2d  Brigade  CP  at  the  OasiSj  the  lA  DRaNG  tributaries 
and  north  of' the  lA  MUER  River.  On  I?  April.  Company  C,  later  reinforced  by 
Company  B,  battled  a  dug-in  WA  compciny  throfughout  the  afternoon.  During 
the  folio-wing  two  'weeks, ,  elements  of  this'  battalion  had  several  brief  .c.ontacts 
in  the  same  general  area  giving  pise  to  the  suspicion  that  a.  sizable  NVA  imit 
had  infiltrated  through  the  lA  DRANG  Valley  before  the ..Ist- Brigade's  reconnaissance 
screen  had  been  established. 
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(a)  It  was  dui’ing  thia  period  that  the  2d  Battalion,  8th 
Infantry  converted  to  a  mechanized  infantry  battalion.  On  30  April,  a  dismounted 
platodh  from  Company  A,  2d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  ambushed  a  NVA  platoon  moving 
on  a  trail.  ,  They  pursued  the  survivors  into  a  bunker  complex;  but  heavy  enemy 
machine  gun  fire  prevented  them  from,  penetrating  into  the  position  which  was  two 
kilometers  southwest  of  the  battalion's  1?  April  contact.  During  the  night 

and  TAG  Air  continvioual.y  fired  on  the  area  as  the  remainder  of  Company 
A,  which  had  joined  with  the  platoon,  withdrew  1000  meters  and  requested 
AFC's  and  tanks.  The  next  day,  with  two  tanks  from  the  Ist  Squadron,  10th 
Cavalry  in  the. lead,  the  mounted  company  moved  toward  the  area  of  the 
preceedlng  day's  contact.  They  drew  fire  from  their  flank  and  reacted  by 
moving  towards  the  enemy  fires  and  into  the  well  concealed  base  camp  of  the 
2d  Battalion,  95B  NVA  Regiment,  The  enemy  battalion  had  successfully  infiltrated 
and  had  established  a  secret  bass  from  which  to  operate  during  the  impending 
monsoon  season.  The  base  area  was  well  camouflaged  with  no  trarls  leading 
into  it  and  no  fire  lanes  cut.  There  were  no  visible  signs  of  the  enemy  any¬ 
where  in  the  vicinity  of  the  camp.  As  the  tanks  and  ABC's  fired  cannister  and 
machine  guns,  the  infantry  periodically  dismounted  and  moved  through  dense 
undergrowth  to  neutralize  bunkers  with  hand  grenades.  Sweeps  of  the  area 
the  following  day  produced  133  NVA  bodies,  numerous  weapons  and  docuraents  at 
a  cost  of  only  three  US  lives  for  both  day's  activities.  Most  of  the  NVA 
bodies  were  foimd  where  they' had  fallen,  indicating  the  enemy  unit  had  suffered 
heavy  casualties  that  prevented  policing  of  the  battlefield. 

(b)  Also  on  1  toy.  Company  A,  3d  Battalion,  ?.2th  Infantry, 

operating  west  of  Highway  l4B  .midway  between  DUG  CO  and .  Bllil '  D JIMMG  in  the  CHU 
GOUNGOT  Mountains,  was  engaged  by  an  NVA  company  as  they  were  preparing  to  leave 
their  night  location.  'Artillery  and.  TAG  air  supported  the  company  as  they 
repulsed  the  two  pronged  enemy  attack.  Sweeps  of  the  area  produced  24  bodies  and 
20  weapons,  ■  '  ■  ^  ' 

(o)  As  a  result  of  the  Ist  Battalion,  8th  Infantry's,  reconn¬ 
aissance  activities  to  the  south  of  DUG  CO  and  the  3d  Battalion,  12th  Infantry's 
contact  on  1  riay,  it  was  apparent-  that  NVA  units  wore  preparing  to  conduct 
extensive  offensive  operations  with  the  probable  targets  being  the  DUC  CO  or 
New  PLEI  DJbIRENG  Special  Fopces  Camps  or  the  1st  Brigade  CP  at  -ijackson  Hole, 

The  battalion  engaged  south  of  the  Oasis  very  possib].y  had  the  mission  of  attack¬ 
ing  PLEI  ME  or  the,  division  base  canip,  or  to  interdict  the  MSR's  in  coordination 
with  attacks  iri  the  for'vrard  areas  near  the' 'border.. 

(d)  :  During  early  May,,  the  1st  Battalion,  Bth  Infantry  continued 
having  scattered  contacts- south  of  DUG  CO  with  evasive  enemy  reconnaissance 
elements.  On' 13  May,  the  Ist  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  moved  north  and  established 
a  fire  support  base  'to  the  west  of  DUC  CO.  The  battalion's:  companies  began 
moving  toward  the  northwest  between  the  CHU  GOUNGOT  Mountains  and  the  border 
to  search  out  B-52  strike  areas.  .Indications  of  enemy  activity, in  the  area 
had  been  reported  by  the  LRRP's  and  the  B-52  strikes  had  been  made  on  suspected 
enemy  locations.  The  3d  Battalion,  12th. Infantry  wag  operating  to- the  north  of 


i-t.  . 

Co  kF  'FDE  kt 


.  C0HT=(0'EMT|  AL 

AVDDH-GC  25  November  196?  ■ 

SUBJECT:  Combat  Operation  After  Action  Report  (RCS •  MACV  J3-32) 

theBS  mountains.  On  IN  riay.  Company  B,  1st  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  mad4^,^j|||t^ct 
with  an  NVA  battalion.  One  platoon  became  surrounded  and  cut  off.  When  the 
rest  of  the  company  attempted  to  reach  the  platoon,  they  came  under  heavy  . 
attack  from  thnee  aides  which  lasted  ttiroughout  the .afternoon  and  prevented 
them  from  reaching  the  beloaguerod  platoon.  The  battalion's  Company  A  was 
helili.fted  into  the  area  to  attempt  to  link-up  ivith  the  platoon.  The  following 
day  Company  A  found  the  platoon  with  eight  members  still  alive  and  one  missing. 

The  companies  swept  the  battlefield,  finding  119  KVA  KIA.  There  wns  sporadic, 
light  contact  the  following  two  days.  On  the  night  of  20-21  I-lay,  the  three 
comp  inles  and  reconnaissance  platoon  1st  Battalion,  Cth  Infantry  were  in 
a  defensive  perimeter  on  a  hilltop,  800  to  1000  meters  northv/est  of  the  10 
May  contact,  when  they  came  under  an  extremely  haavy  mortar  barrage  followed 
by  a  MVA  battalion  attacking  the  perimeter  from  the  southwest,  south,  and 
southeast.  Tliree  assaults  were  mounted  by  the  NVA  force,  each  getting  to 
within  hand  grenade  range  before  being  repelled.  An  early  morning  sweep  of 
the  area  disclosed  37  NVA  bodies  and  one  Mi\  WIA.  It  was  clear  that  the  NVA 
was  in  the  area  and  in  force. 

(e)  On  21  Hay  Companies  A  and  B,  3d  Battalion,  12th  Infantry 
were  directed  to  move  south  and  link-up  with  Companies  A  and  C  of  the  1st  Battalion 
8th  Infantry.  After  moving  over  6000  meters  on  separate  routes,  the  companies 
joined  ,  for  the  night  approximtely  5000  meters  north  of  1st  Battalion,  8th 
Infantry's  20  Hay  contact.  As  they  were  preparing  to  move  out  to  the  south- 
just  after  dawn,  the  position  began  receiving  rock  d  and  mortar  fire  from  three 
sides.  .  Tills  was  followed  by  a  ground  attack  f -  om  a  high  ridge  line  to  the 
west.  The  two  companies  returned  fire  from  their  still  occupied  night  defensive 
positions.  Artillery  and  TAG  air  were  employed;  however,  a  low  ceiling  hindered 
the  strike  aircraft.  Contact  was  broken  about  mid-morning  and  a  sveep  of  the 
battlefield  found  78  NVA  KLA  and  four  NVA  WIA. 

.(f)  Companj'-  C  vas  lifted  in  to  replace  Company  A  on  Zk  May. 
Company  B  was  establishing  a  night  position  approximately  1000  meters  northwest 
of  and  on  the  far  side  of  the  ridgeline  over  which  the  NVA  attacked  on  22  kiay, 
when  they  began  receiving  mortar  fire  fqllowed  by  a  ground  attack  from  the 
north  and  northwest.  Company  C  moved  into  Company  B's  position  from  the  southwest. 
Artillery  and  TAG  air  were  called  and  the  mortar  position  was  silenced.  The 
ground  attacks  were  repulsed  by  the  companies.  Since  it  was  after  dark  when 
enony  fire  ceased,  the  NVA  were  pursued  by  indirect  fire.  A  sweep  of  the 
battlefield  the  next  morning  produced  3.7  WA  KIA  and  one  NVA  WIA. 

(g)  The  1st  Brig3.de '  was  reinforced  by  the  3d  Battalion,  8th 
Infantry  moving  up  from  DARIjiC  Province  and  the  Ist  Battalion,  22d  Infantry  wsis'' 
moved  into  the  1st  Battalion,  8th  Infantry's  fire  support  base,  when  they  were, 
lifted  back  to  Jackson  Hole  to  refit.'  '.On  26  May  Company  B,  3d  Battalion,-  8th.I 
Infantry  had  its  patrol  base  on  a  hill  top  in  the  CHU’GOUNGOT  Mountains 
approximately  1500  meters  east  of  where  the  1st  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  had 
its  contact  six  days  previous.  As  Company  C  was  moving  toward  Company  B  from 
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Iho  itou'^htfSBt  ,  a  NVA  batt4lloa  attack«<l  across  «  rlclfeline  on  thslr  flaak. 

Th«  ooapany  Immodlataly  forn*d  a  dofaholTe  parimater  to  rap-’l  th*  NVA  asMalt. 


Th*  foro«  of  tha  initial  aaaault  had  pushad  th«  ccaipany  off  the  rld^allaa. 
They  ocuntsrattacksd  uid  rag&lhsd  s5or,t:'oi'*^of '  ths  rldg*,  whsrs  thay  baat 
t-ack  r?’''aati*ri  NVA  attwpta  to  llslodija  thani.  Tan  rlatv-^pr.?  of  Coiapany  D 


moTed  cjuroujh  haalry  anany  fires  to  link  up  wit.'ri  Co«v>ery,C.  'Contact  «as 


broken  and  t ha  anany  battalion  «flthdr«v  leering  96  killed  and  tm  lam^sd. 


.  (h)  This  proved  to  be  the  laet  engagaMBt  With  N7A 
forsse  in  the  .CHU  OOUMOOT  •  CHU  XAM  Mountain  area  during  this  period.  Thd ' 
battalions  of  the  1^  Brigade  sieving  up  frost  thf sfouth .  i^Jd  down  fro*  the 
north  had  disoovered  the  presenoe  of  tha  tuo  NVX  rhgimatats  and  forced  then 
to  fight.  The  haevy  loeeee  that  were  Jnfllctad  by  tha  infantry  units 
supported  by  219  sorties  of  TAC  air  and.  31,30A  rounds. of  artillery  had 
driven  the  NVA  units  fron  South  VIETNAM  before  they  could  get  into  position 
to  attack  FXMAf  inetallatlons  In  western  PL&ljQJ  Province . 
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(i )  Contacts  and  enemy  sightings  feli.  off  substantially  during 
the  month  of  June.  The  brigades  ;  ent  into  a  surveillance  posture  emphasizing 
extensive  patrolling  along  a  line  to  detect  any  further  enemy  attempts  to 
reinitiate  an  offensive  under  the  cover  of  the  monsoon  weather.  During  June, 
battalion  size  operations  were  conducted  to  the  east  and  northeast  of  PLfilKU  re¬ 
sulting  in  no  significant  Gontac-t  W3.th  local  ¥G  forces  in  suspected  secret- 
base  areas  in  the  CHU  GROH  Mountains  or  along  the  DAK  AYUNH  River  south  of 
Route  19E.  This  month  also  began  the  period  vdien  units  of  the  division  would 
reach  their  anniversary  date  of  deployment  to  VIETNAM  and  large  numbers  of 
personnel  began  rotating  back  to  GONUS,  ^felch  of  the  experience  gained  during 
the  previous  year's  operations  departed  with  them.  The  large  turnover  of 
personnel  conditioned  operations  during  this  DEROS  period.  Some  units  were 
composed  almost  totally  of  new  personnel.  These  "new"  units  were  not  employed 
in  areas  where  sizable  enemy  contact  might  be  expected  until  a  measure  of 
tacti-cal  and  physical  conditioning  was  obtained. 

(j)  In  early  July,  an  increase  in  enemy  activity  south  of 
DUG  CO  was  apparent.  Sightings  and  harassing  mortar  attacks  in  late  June  drew 
attention  to  this  area.  Two  B-52  strikes  were  put  into  an  area  12  kilometers 
south  of  DUG  CO.  Two  ecmipanies  of  the  1st  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  began  moving 
in  an  arc  toward  the  border  to  Conduct  a  reconnaissance  of  the  strike  areas. 
Sightings  and  small  contacts  were  made  daily,  then  on  12  July,  Companies  B 

and  C  ran  head-on  into  a  NVA  battalion  moving  east,  north  of  the  TA  DRilNG  River. 
Company  B,  attempting  to  reinforce  one  of  its  platoons  which  had  become  surrounded 
and  cut  off,  bore  the  brunt  of  this  meeting  engagment.  Company  C  moved  to 
reinforce  from  the  north  and  Company  A  vas  helilifted  to  the  south*  Company 
B,  split  into  platoon-size  elements  by  the  attacking  WA  reg\i3ars,  wais  forced 
to  withdraw  back  toward  the  company  base  where  they  linked-up  with  the  two 
reinforcing  companies.  The  battle,  fought  at  extremely  close  quarters  ,  accounted 
for  142  NVA  bodies  discovered  later  in  mass  graves. 

(k)  On  23  July,  just  south  of  DUG  CO  and  north  of  the  12 
July  contact,  Compar,ies  A  and  B,  3d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  were  patroling  out 
of  company  bases,  1000  meters  apart.  Directly  astride  the  32d  NVA  Regiment's 
path,  Company  C's  patrol  base  came  under  attack  by  the  two  leading  battalions  of  th« 
enemy  regiment.  Immediately,  Company  B  reinforced  and  artillery  and  TAG  air 

wore  called;  helicopter  gunships  arrived  and  began  straffing  NVA  troops  moving 
to  attack,  while  strategically  emplaced  claymore  Aiines  were  anployed  against 
the  first  assault  on  Company  C's  perimeter,  just  prior  to  Company  B’s  reinforee- 
ment.  The  division's  forces  were  deployed  in  such  a  manner  that  eight  artillery 
batteries  -  -  six  of  tnem  medium  and  heavy  -  -  were  able  to  fire  in  support  of 
this  contact.  Over  6,600  rounds  of  artillery  were  fired  into  the  area  impacting 
on  not  only  the  two  attacking  battalions,  but  also  on  the  reserve  battalion 
1000  meters  to  the  rear.  Twelve  TAC  air  strikes  were  also  put  into  the  area. 

These  combined  arms  accounted  for  189  NVA  KIA  and  10  NVA  captured.  This  was  the 
last  attempt  by  the  NVA  to  force  their  way  into  the  Central  Highlands  during 
this  operation. 
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(l)  After  refitting  from  these  last  two  contacts,  the  NVA 
forces  broke. into  small  groups  and  during  August  and  September  began  infiltrating 
north  and  .south  of  the  two  brigades,  placing  aj^phasis  upon  avoiding  contact  with 
US  forces.  Durirjg  this  time,  there  were  numerous  indications  of  an  enemy- 
battalion  near  PLEI  MROKG,  and  a  possible  enemy  battalion  operating  vdtli  local 

VC  forces '■'east  of  PLEIKU.  During  the  middle  of  august  and  into  September, 
tbe  brigades  were  repositioned  with  the  1st  Brigade  responsible  for  surveillance 
of  the  border,  while  two  battalions  of  the  2d  .Brigade  operated  north'west  of 
PLEIKU  and:  the  third  battalion  to  the  south  and  east  of  PLEIKU,  RacondoApatrol 
operations  were  begun  east  of  the  nAK  PAYAU  Valley.  .  .  . 

(m)  The  only  significant  activity  in  the  1st  Brigade  area 
dur  ing  this  period  was  a  122hTm  rocket  attack  on  the  1st  Brigade  CP  at  Jackson 
Hole,  Approximately  50  rounds  were  fired  with,  most  of  them  landing  outside  the 
perimeter.  About  10  rounds  landed  inside  the  perimeter  destroying  four  10,000 
gallon  POL  bladders  and  wounding  one  individual.  Eight  artillery  batteries 
immediately  responded  by  firing  the  preplanned  counter-rocket  prograia.  The 
effecti-^-enoss  of  this  program  was  'attested  to  several  days  later  when  a  company 
from  the,  3d  Battalion,  bth  Infantry  discovered  the  launching  site.  The  searchers 
found  a  122mm  rocket  motor  pierced  by  artillery  fragments,  one  Cl-HCOH  radio, 

one  AN/FRC-25  radio,  numerous  rocket  cannisters,  NVA  equipment,  one  AK-47 
rifle  and  the  bodies  of  24  NVA. ' 

(n)  During  the  last  half  of  September,  the  2d  Brigade  moved 
from  the  operations  area  around  PI^  WRONG  to  the  DAK  PAYAl)  Valley  with  their  CP 
at  PLEI  DO  LIM.  They  conducted  ext-ensive  search'  and  destroy  operations  in  the 
DAK  PAYAU  Valley  having  only  light,  scattered  contact,  but  uncovering  many 
caches.  On  1  October,  a  Headhunter  aircraft  observed  a  group  of  ;NVA  moving 
along -an  open  trail.  Air  strikes  and  gunships  were  called  and  the  first  strike 
aJ.rcraft  received  grqvmd-to-air  fire  on  each  pass.  A  total  of  six  air  strikes 
were  placed  into  the  area  followed  by  an  infantry  company  combat  assault. 

The  area  was  swept,  producing  49  NVA  bodies  and.’ two  NVAC.  . 

(o)  After  the  battalion  .size  contacts  in  May  and  July,  contact 
■with  NVA  forces  was  sporadic  with  the  enemy  attempting  to. break  contact  immediate! 
The  indications  were  that  although  the  enany  -was  operating  in’ the  area  of 
operations,  he  was  primarily  operating  in  small  units,  most  likely  engaged  in 
training  activities  and  at  most  would  conduct  harassing  attacks  on  the  LLOG 

and  installations  in  the  area.  As  Operation  FR/iNCIS  M/ARION  concluded,  the 
2d  Brigade  was  preparing  to  deploy  south  into  PHU  BON  Province  and  the  1st 
Brigade  continued  its  surveillance  of  the  border. 

(p)  A  significant  portion  of  the  division's  combat  forces  -  - 
initially  the  armored  cavalry  squadron  and  the  tank  battalion-  and.  after  15 
Sep-tember  a  second  armored  cavalry  squadron  -  -  had  the  mission  cf  securing  the 
LLOC  throughout  the  FR/ANCIS , IViRION  area  of  operations.  The  most  heavily 
travelled  of  these  roads  was  the  33  miles  of  Route  •19E  from  ,  the  Mi\NG  YANG 

Pass  to  PLEIKU  Ci'fcy,  over  wldch  all  the  supplies  that  are  trucked  into  the 
Central  Highlands  must  travel.-  From  6  April  until  16  September,  this  vital 
route  -was  secured  by  the  1st  Battalioi.,  69th  Armor,  using  the  mobile  strong 
point  concept.  A  strong  point  normally  consisted  of  two  armored  type  vehicles  — 
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tank,  -APC,  or  M42  duster  —  occupying  critical  terrain  features.  A  ■ 

force  was  alvfays  ■  within  a  few  kilometers.  After  16  Hay,  the  ■69th  Arnior  . 

the  positioning  .of  their  strong  points  to  the  nine  bridges  on  Route'  19  E  _ 
since  two  of  them  had  been  the  target  of  VC  sappers.  Two  other  strong  points 
’.^er.e  in.  and  adjacont  to  liiNG  'YANG  Pass.  These  hridg®  points  wore  later 

reinforced  by  RF/PF  elements  from  LE  TRUNG  district  to  guard  against  infiltration. 
The  tank  battalion  was  supported  by  the  3d  Battalion,  6th  Artillery  (lOiram,  SP) 
and  the  battalion's  4. 2- Mortar  Platoon,  deployed  in  sections  so  that  most  of  the 
route.  v;as-  covered  by  indirect  fire.  An  armor  reaction  force  was  maintained 
^t  the.  ba.ttslion  fire  support  base  located  approximately  midway  of  their  sector 
of  responsibility.  In  June,  when  a  brigade-sizo  operation  was  initiated  in 
KONTUM  Province,  and  l.ater  increased  to  two  brigades  under  division  control, 
the  armor  battalion  was  tasked  with  providing  security  for  the  daily  resupply 
convoys  from  PLSIKU  to  KOMTUM  over  Route  14.  With  one  company  OPCCK  to  the  1st 
Air  Cavalry  Division  and  out  of  the  area  of  operations,  the  tank  battalion  did 
not  have  the  assets  to  secure  the  road  on  a  24  hour  basis  using  strong  points. 
Instead  they  provided  security  by  escorting  each  convoy. 

(q)  During  this  Same  period,  the  1st  Squadron,  10th  Cavalry 
secured,  routes  191'/  and  14B,  the  main  supply  routes  to  the  two  brigade  headquarters 
and  their  FSS's.  Again  the  concept  of  strong  points  was  used,  however,  the 
strong  points  were  not  manned  on  a  24  hoxrr  basis  as  were  the  bridge  strong 
points  on  Route  I9E.  The  heavy  . mining  of  these  routes  required  that  they  be 
swept  each  day.  Strong  points  were  established  early  eAch  morning  from  the 
Oasis  to  DUG  CO  on  Route  19W  and  from  the  intersection' of  Routes  19^J  and  14B 

to  Route  509,  depending  on.  the  deployment  of  forces  and  the  location  of  engineer 
work  parties.  In  addition,  the  cavalry  squadron  assisted  'in  secxirity  for  access¬ 
ible  battalion  fire  support  bases  and  the  two  brigade  CP's,  and  provided  reaction 
and  blocking  forces  for  two  major  engagements  with  the  enemy  south  of  DUC  GO 
in  J’oly.  .  The^e.  reaction  forces  usually,  came  from  the  strong  points  wiiich  were 
replaced  with  other  forces  later. 

(r)  The  arrival .  and . attachanent  of  the  2d  Squadron,  1st  Cavalry 
to  the  division  increased  the  forces  available  for  road  and  convoy  security 

and  in. addition  permitted  each  of .these  three  armored  units  to  conduct 
continuous  screening  and  search  and  destroy  operations  out  several  thousand 
meters  from  routes  they  were  responsible  foi'  securing.  The  2d  Squadron, 

1st  Cavalry,  relieved  the  1st  Battalion,  69bh  /amor  of  the  security  mission  of 
Highways  19E  and  I4  north  of  KONTUM.  The  cavalry  squadron  continued  to  empldy 
the  strosag  point  concept;  of  Highway  19E  and  their  additional  forces  permitted 
them.jto- initiate  this.tj'pe  of  route  security  on  Route  14  N  rather  than  the  more 
burdening  system  of  providing  escoi't  for  each  convoy.  The  1st  Battalion,  69th 
Amor  deployed  south  of  PLEIKU  and  initiated  route  security  of  Route  14  south  • 
from  Dragon  Mountain  (4th  Infantry  Divisi;on  .ba^e  camp)  to  PHU  NHON,  In 
addition  to  securing  the  highway,  a  company,, of  tlje  battalion  began  conducting 
search  and  desti'oy  .operations,  esuth  of  PLEIr  DO  LIH  to  block  and  interdict  ’  ' 
infiltration  routes  rintp  the  area.  ...  .  . 
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b.  The  significant  events  that  occurred  diuring  Operation  FRANCIS 
MARION  are  listed  chronologically  at  inclosure  6, .with  the  rolJLovdng  exceptions. 

Details  of  mining  incidents,  mines  evacuated  and  destroyed 
and  mortar  attacks  referenced  in  subparagraphs  are  at  inclosures  3,4  and  5 
and  graphically  illustrated  on  overlays  2  and  3. 

(2)  Significant  contacts  during  Operation  FRANCIS  MjiRION 

at  InqloBure  7  and  on  overlay  4.  ■  '  ' 

(3)  Displacements  of  battalion  fire  support  bases  and  brigade 
command  posts  are  shown  on  overlay  5. 

c.  Chemical  Operations. 

(1)  Chemical  operations  in  support  cf  Operation  FRANCIS  M/'iRION 
consisted  of  Riot  Control  Agent  (RCA),  defoliation  and  crop  destruction  and  ■' 
Airborne  Personnel  Detector  (APD)  missions. 

(2)  RCA  operations.  (Complete  statistical  data  is  at  inclosure 
8  and  on  overlay  7*) 

(a)  26,720  pounds  of  bulk  CSwere  dropped  in  19  CH-47 

sorties, 

(b)  A  total  of  3956  M-7a3  C3  grenades  were  dropped  in  . 
eight  UH-1  sertiea,  using  a  locally  fabricated  grenade  dispenser. 

(c)  Fifty-four  S-158  R2  CS  cannister  clusters  were 

dropped  in  8  UR-l  forties..  :  .  ■  ■  .  . 

(3)  Defoliation  operations  were  conducted  throughput  the  area 
of  operations  using  air  Force  G<-123’ 'aircraft,  _UH~1  helicopifers  ^d  grouni 
based  spraymisaions.  (Cqmplete  statisticai.  datA.  iS'.  at,  iaelosure  .-  S,  and  on 
qverlay  7.' 

(a).  Aepial  defoliation  (Tpaildubt)  mssions  Bprayed’110,0Q0' 
gallons  of .  ORiiNGE.  in- 11.  0-^123  sorties..  ■"  1  '  .  ,  ”  ■  ■  ■ 

:  ,  (b)  For  crop  destr^efion,. missions,  a  total  of  .4,345  gallons ■ 

of.  ORANGE,  BLUE  and  WHITE,  was  sprayed -.during  67  UH-1  helicopter  .soptieS,  ■' 

'  ■  '  ■  .  _  ■  ■  V'  . 

(4)  Airborne  , Personnel  Detectors  (APD)  were  used  extensively  . 

during  the  operationi  -Five  APD4«..were  received  in  early  June  and  were  ' '  , 

employed  for  the  first  time, !on  . 15  June,  A  total  of  126  missions  were  flown; 

The  employjnent  of  APD' s,  is  discussed  .in,  detail  in  paragraph  14., 

11.  (C)  SUPPORTING  FORCES;  '  ^  ' 

a,  Non-organic  arid,  hoh^attachsjd.supportdi^  forces. 
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(1)  .  7th  Air  Force.  '  .  : 

(2)  52d  Artillery  Group. 

937th  Engineer  Group. 

52d  Combat  Aviation  Battalion. 

PIEIKU  Sub-area  Command 
20th  imn  POLV'fAR  Battalion. 

Det,  5th‘Air  Conmahdo  Squadron. 

9th  Air  Comirando  Squadronc. 

Det,  245th  Psyops  Company,  PLEIKU. 

USAID,  PLEIKU  Province. 

JUSPAO,  PLEIKU,  Province. 

GVN  District  Contact  Teams. 

b.  Artillery  Support, 

(1)  To  provide  direct  support  to  the  maneuver  elements,  the 
6th  Battalion,  29th  Artillery  (105mm' T)  tos  placed  in  direct ' support  of  the 
1st  Brigade  and  the  4th  Battalion,  42d  Artillery  (105nim  T)  was  placed  in 
direct  support  of  the, 2d  Brigade.  Road,  security  missions  were  supported, 
when  possible,' by  placing  self  propelled  units  in  support,  thereby  complement¬ 
ing  the  armored  force  normally  assigned  this  type  of  mission, ,  With  the 
concurrence  of  the  Commanding- Officer,,  52d  Artillery  Group  two  batteries  of 
the  3d  Battalion,  6th  Artiliery,.(105inm  SP)  provi.ded  direct  support  to  the 
1st  Battalion,  69th  Armor  on  Highway  19  East  and  one  battery  of  the  3d  Battalion 
6th'  Artillery  was  placed  in  direct,,  j^uppo.rt  of  the  1st  Squadron,  10th  Cavalry 
along  Highway  19  West.'  This  battery  also  supported  "Road  Runner"  operations 
to, 'the  south.  Upon.attaqhment  to  the  division  the  2d,, Squadron,  1st. Cavalry, 
aspusTied  the  road  security  niisoion  on  HLghiisy  19  ^st.  It  ’.•ra.s  .supported  by 
two  batteries  of  the  1st  Battaliovi,  92d  Artillery  (155™  T)  providing  medium 
artillery  coverage  on  Highway  19  E-ast  from  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  area'  of 
operations  at  MNG  YANG  PASS  westward  to  LE  TRUNG;  The' battery  of  the  3d 
Battalion,  6th  Artillery  remained  in  direct  support  of  the  l^^t  Battalion, 

69th  Armor,  as  they  assumed  road  security  and  scr3eni.ng  riiissicn  on  Route  14 
from  Dragon  Mountain  south  to  PHU  NHON.  The  5th  Bh-Aaiioh,  l6th  Artillery, 
and  the  remainder  of  the  52d  Artillery  Group  units,  provided  general  support 
and  genersQ.  support/reinforcing  fires  for  the  division. 
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(2)  As  operational  control  of  maneuver  battalions  wasi' shifted 
betweah  brigades,  the  battery  of  the  normal  direct  support  battalion  usually 
associated  vd.th  the  maneuver  battalion  was  shifted  vdth  it. 

(3)  Throughout  the  operation  the  requirements  for  medium  artillery 
support  exceeded  the  capabilities.  In  order  to  provide  medium  artillery 
support  for  the  maneuver  elements,  countermortar  and  counterrocket  defense 
vdthin  the  TAQR,  and,;  oupport  route  security  operations  in  the  area  of  operations, 
it  vra.a  bften  nacessHry  to  employ  the  155mm  batteries  by  platoon,  Altho\igh 

this  deployment  dil':  .i.i  the  desired  mass  of  artillery  support  and  created 
problems  ih  sustaina,!  cpor-ations  and  security,  it  did  provide  the  minimxmi 
medium  artillery  liuppoi't  where  needed. 

{k)  JhoF/CIIX'i  Camps  were  supported  by  positioning  batteries  of 
the  6th  Battalion,  li(,th  Artillery  (l75mm/8-in  SP)  within  or  adjacent  to  USSF/ 

CIDG  Gamps.  Battery  C,  6th  Battalion,  32d  Artillery  (l75ram/8-in  SP)  at 
Oasis  provided  fires  to  the  camp  at  PLEI  ME.  The  camp  at  PLEI  DO  LIM  was 
supported  on  numerous  occasions  by  the  provisional  lC5mm  and  155mm  batteries 
at  Camp  Enari  and  the  175nim  guns  of  the  6th  Battalion,  32d  Artillery  from 
Oasis,  The  heavy  batteries  at  DUO  CO  and  New  PLEI  DJE^NG  provided  long 
range  fires  along  the  CilMBODLAN  Border,  These  fires  were  used  for  the  suppression 
of  enemy  anti-aircraft  fire,  mortar  fire,  and  rocket  fire  and  in  heavy 
harrassment  and  interdiction  programs  along  the  border  area.  Fires  were 
placed  on  known  crossiug  sitefs  and  infiltration  routes  during  the  potential 
heavy  infiltration  of  the  monsoon  season.-  In  an  attempt  to  reach  targets 
normally  out  of  range  of  the  artillery,  the  artillery  initiated  "Operation 
Hip  Shoot",  which  move<i  one  or  two  175mm  guns  to  positions  from  which  they.coulda 
hit  the  targets  developed  by  intelligence.  Particular  anphasis  is  placed  .. 
on  areas  to  which  the  enemy  returns  after  termination  of  US  ground  operations. 

(.5)  Mutually  supporting  fire ; support  bases . containing  single 
and  miiltiplq  batteries  were  used,  regularly-  and -effectively.  The  bases  were 
positioned  to  support  one  or  more  of ,  the  units  operating  in  the  area  and 
permitted  massing  of  fires  from  one  or  more 'bases  in  support  -of  operations 
and  in  defensive  and  countermortar  programs., 

(6)  -When  troop  dispositions provided  adequate  security,  medium 
batteries  were  located  so  that  their  fires  over lapp.ed  and  completely . covered 
the  western  perimeter  of  the  area  of.  operations -with  overlapping  fires.  . 

(?)  As  the  operation  .progressed,  sharply  increasing  ammunition 
expenditures  caused  Division  Artillery  to  exercise  more  control  over  them 
and  to  provide  guidanpe  for  expenditures  to.iboth  the  direct  support  and  general 
support  artillery.  The  policy  .was  to  deliver  maxLmi.um  intwisive  fires  of 
all  calibers  in :  support  of  contacts.  When.,  contact  diminish^,;  .expenditures 
were  appropriately  decreased.;  Toward  the  epd  of.  the  operation  HScI. fires  were 
decreased,  except  for  spbc^al  heavy  programs  in  reaction  to  Specific  intelligence. 
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(8)  'During.  Operation  FRANCIS  M^vRION,  Division  Artillery  a:a|Uj|j^ 
control-  of  the  planning  and  dissemination  of  preplanned,  artillery  'progriS^Sr  '■ 
and  of  HSel  programs  for  general  support/reinforcing  artillery.  Preplanne^-  'i 
fires  and  HStI  target&>  from  the  direct  support  battalions  were  integrated 

into  the  master  program. 

(9)  Battery  .D,  llth  Battalion,  60th  Artillery  and  2d  Platoon, 
Battery  B,  4th  Battalion,  60th  Artillery ’(AW  SP)  were  attached  to  the  division 
and  placed  OPCON  to  Division  Artillery  during  the  operation.  These  units 
provided  automatic  weapons  support  for  the’  division.  During  daylight  'hours 
their  weapons  were  used  for  convoy  security  and. on.  road  security  strohg- 
points.  During  the  hours  of  darkness  they  were  positioned  on  the  perimeters 
of  the  base  camp  and  fire  support  bases.  These  .weapons  were  also  used  in 
conjunction  with  searchlights  to  pro’vide  an  effective  close-in  H&I  program 
for  the  fire  support  bases.  Weapons  were  divided  among  the  ■units  'so  that 

on  the  average  Gamp  Enari  had  three  ^142's  and  two  M55's,  1st  Brigade  had 
^even  M42's  and  three  M55's,  2d  j  rigade  had  six  KZ)2’3  and  three  M55'‘si  and 
the  unit  pro-viding  security  on  Route  19  East  had  four  M42's 

(10)  Countermortar,  programs  were ■ developed  for  Camp  Enari  and 
all  fire  bases-.  All  artillery  units' idthin  range  were  included  in  the  programs 
This  proved  invaluable  in  placing  immediate ■ counterfire  on  suspected 
mortar  locations  and  in  disrupting  attacks.  Counter  rocket  programs  '  ■ 
were  also  developed  for  Camp  Enari  and  the  more  static  fire  bases  and  'fof*  • 
the  other  fire  bases  as  time  permitted.  ■  '  '  ' 

-  (11)  Countermortar  radars -Were  used  effectively  throughout  the 

opera'bion.  The  countermortar  radars  were  located  with  the  6tH 'Battalion,  -  .! 
29th  Artillery  in  support  of  the  1st  Brigade,  with  the  4th  Battalion,  42d 
Artillery  in  support  of. the  2d  Brigade,  and  with  Division  Artillery  at  Camp 
Enari.  The  237th  Radar  Detachment  was  located  at  DUG  CO,  On  numerous 
occasions  the  countermortar  radars  were 'able  to  locate  enemy  mortar  and  rocket 
locations  and  direct  the  counter  battery-  artillery  fire  on  to  them.  The 
radar  was  also  used  to  register  artillery  units,- within  .range  when  weather 
or  lack  of  aircraft  precluded  registrations  by  an  observer, 

(12)  Artillery  meteorologjr  was  provided  and  used  throughout 
Operation  FRANCIS  MiVRION.  Meteorologicdl  stations  were  established  at  -New 
PLEI  DJERENG,  DUG  CO,  DAK  TO,  and  Camp  Enari  to  give  reasonably  complete  . 
coverage  of  the  area  ,cf  operation.-:,.  In- Beptanber  the  meteorological  station 
at  DAK  TO  aeparted  this  area,  and  ib.he  DUG.  CO  station  was  moved  there.  This 
resulted  in  inadequate  coverage,  in  tjve  western  part  of  ..the  area  of  operations. 
Visual  metro  teams  ■were  attached,  to  isolated- firing  batteries  as  required. 

(J-3)  '  Fourth  order  suiArey  was 'established  to  .Oasis,  DUG  CO  and  . 
on  Route  19  East.  This  survey  Control  was  particularly  useful  to  the' batteries 
using  FADAC  and  increased  the  artillery  accuracy  potential  in  these' Areas,  ■  ■ 
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(14)  Ammunition  expenditures  for  FRANCIS  ItlHION. 


(b) 


Forward  area. 

MIT  '  ^ 

OALISER- 

AMOUNT 

6th  Bn,'  29th  Arty 

l05nini 

100,881 

4th  Bn,  42th  /\rty 

-^2.921 

3d  Bn,  6th  Arty 

105Jnm 

37,706 

3d  Bn,  3l9t-h  Arty  ■ 

lOomm 

,  7,089 

1st  Bn,  92d  Arty 

155mm 

18,297 

5th  Bn,  I6th  Arty 

155niin 

80,666 

5th  Bn,  16th  Arty 

8" 

12,657 

6th  Bn,  14th  Arty 

8" 

14,297 

6th  Bn,  14bli  Arty 

175™^ 

8,448 

3d  Bn,  18th  /orty 

8" 

496 

3d  Bn,  18th  Arty 

175mm 

681 

6th  Bn,  32d  Arty 

8" 

1,156 

6th  Bn,  3 2d  Arty 

175inm 

■  _ J2? _ 

TOTAL 

365,885 

Base  Camp. 

105mm 

2,210 

155mm 

2,064 

4.2*' , 

311 

81mm 

501  ■  .  ; 

TOTAL 

5,086 

GRvND  total' 

3^7^ 

(15)  Average  artillery 'available  for  FRANCIS  FFYRION. 


G^IEER 

.NUMBER 

105mm 

■  ,  '1, 

48- 

155mm 

30 

8" 

10 

175mm 

6 

: .  ■ TOTAL 

" '  .94 

(16)  Searchlight  missions.  11,315 


c.  Air  Support 

(1)  Experience  gain^  from  previous  operations  continued  to 
improve  the  use  of  close  tactical. air  support  dxxrihg’ Operation  FRANCIS  MARION. 
Units  of  the  division  have  almost  without  exception  called  for  TAG  Air  vri.thin 
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minutes  after  they  gain  contact  vd.th  enemy  forces.  The  close  tactical  air 
support  throughout  the  operation  was  extremely  quick  in  response  and  its 
deadly  accuracy  in  delivery  gave  the  infantry  commanders  absolute  confidence 
in  employing  strikes  that  often  were  placed  within  100  meters  of  their  position. 
TAG  air's  tremendous  firepower  and  it's  flexibility,  allowing  rapid 
shifting  of  targets,  contributed  significantly  to  the  division's  successes  in 
this  operation. 


(2)  Summary  of  cloao  air  oupport  fldwn- 


IIISSIOMS  " 

SORTIES  'T 

I 

YPElvlRCRivFT  '  "1  j 

Type  ; 
Mission. 

FAC  PP 

1  Req 

1831 

Flown 

. T'' 

Flown  1 !  AIE 

i  1 

B57 

-  - 

' 

F40' 

Navy 

AC47 

>100  1 

1064 

t  i  j 

2179  i  221 i  37 

208 

2$13I 

.  .  1 

■  1 

FAC 

Immed 

339 

1073 

318 

765 

. 

740.  ; 

i 

1  190 

6 

98 

446j  t 

CSS  PP 

1714 

58 

94 

h-  ^ 

232 

“Tl' 

l34o|  j 

CSS 

Immed 

1  1831  117 

J _ 1  .  .  .. 

180 

14 

■ 

26 

i  . 

i  ; 

137!^ 

» 

SPOOKY 

f 

1 

'88 

a.  j 

, 

1 

,  88 

1  t 

|i 

TOTAL 

13517 

r  [ 

2352J  4901  i 

- - j 

!,  '469 

56iJ  0 

1 

i  88 

44361 

PMLIGE .  ASSESSMOT  ; 

Ruts  Bunk-'  AW/  Sec  Est! 
!  ers  '  AA  i  Kxp  i  KB..: 

Ill  196  ;  3  I  16  ■  40  1 


446!  1  9  i  41  13  5  ;153 


4 


(3)  Dam-age  assessment  shown  on  the  chart  io  less  than  complete 
and  does  not  show  the  true  results  of  the  tactical  air  employed.  It  is 
estimated  that  25^  of  damage  assessment  was  made  by  ground  exploitation  and 
15%  by  visual  reconnaissance  from  the  air.- 


(4)  B-52  Strikes:  B-52  Air  Strikes  have  proved  to  be  a  source 

of  tremendous  firepower.  The  enemy  fears  the  B-52  strike  more  than  other 
sources  of  firepower-  bscause  of  its  sudden  and  complete  destruction  of  an 
area.  There  were  43  B-52  strikes  flown  in  support  of  Operation  FRANCIS  M/UIION 
(see  Overlay  6). 


(5)  Weather:  Adverse  weather  conditions  significantly  affected 
air  operations  during  the  period  1  May  to  30  September.  It  'was  necessary 
to  schedule  preplanned  air  strikes  after  1000' hours  and  each  FAC- mission 
was  backed  up  by  a  CSS,  if  - at  ill  possible.'  The  only  restriction 'placed:  on: 
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ordnance  waa  that  CSS  were  not  allowed  to  carry  napalm.  Also,  friendly  forces 
could  not  be  closer  than  1000  meters  to  a  C3S  unless, the  ground  comniandor 
reqliested  a  closer  strike. 

i 

(6)  Tost  ordnance:  During  Operation  FR/iNCIS  ivLiRION  the 
division  tosted  Ring  Trop  and  BLU  26b  interdiction  devices, 

(a)  Ring  Trop:  Air  dropablo,  self-sterilizdng,  anti- 
persormal  interdiction  doT.'ice  v/as  seeded  in  the  division  area  of  opei’ations 
between  30  June  and  5  July,  livaluation  of  Ring  Trop  disclosed  that  it  could 
be  detected  at  approximately  30  meters  because  its  grey  color  was  in  contrast 
to  the  surrounding  vegetation.  It  was  also  found  that  anyone  could  pick  the 
Ring  Trop  device  up  and  relocate  it  with  no  danger  to  the  individual  as  it 
did  not  have  an  explosive  capability.  Ring  Trop  was  not  satisfactory  as 

ah  interdiction  device, 

(b)  BLU  26b :  BLU  26B  rmo'iition  was  tested  on  a  B52  strike 
and  found  to  be  extremely  effective  against  personnel  in  the  open;  however, 
an  excessive  number  of  BLU  26B  duds  were  fo\ind  in  the  target  area  which 
produced  a  definite  hasard  for  friendly  personnel  moving  through  the  strike 
area.  The  strike  area  was  declared  an  unmarked  minefield. 

d.  Army  Aviation  Support. 

(1)  Aviation  support  for  operational  and  contingency  missions 
assigned  to  the  division  durihg  Operation  FR/vNCIS  ii’vRION  was  provided  by  the 
organic  i+th  Aviation  Battalion  and  the  direct  support  52d  Combat  Aviation  Battaliev 
The  52d  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  allocated  aircraft  directly  to. the  division- 

and  were  assigned  missions  by  4th  Aviation  Battalion  operations.  Generally, 
although  it  was  not  an  inflexible , arrangement.,  the  4th  Aviation  Battalion 
provided  aircraft  to  support  the  2d  Brigade  and  the  aircraft  from  the  52d 
Combat  Avidtion  Battalion- were  assigned  to  support  the  1st  Brigade.  The  CH-47 
helicopter  support  to  both  iicigades  was  from  the  179th  Assault  Support  Helicopter 
Company,  52d  Combat  Aviation  Battalion, 

(2)  Company  A,  4th  Aviation  Battalion  provided  direct  aviation 
support  including  slicks,  radio  console  equipped  command  and  control  aircraft 
and  helicopters  having  special  equipment  installed,  such  as  APD  personnel 
detectors,  grenade  dispensers  and  spray  rigs.  Company  A  provided  the  following 
aircraft  on  the  avt rage  daily  basis:  Seven  helicopters  foi''  command  and  control/ 
resupply  to  the  brigade;',  one  helicopter  each  for  division  copnapd  and  , control, 
G^2/chanical  operations  and  division  .staff  liaison;  three  helicopters  were  on 
standby  for  contingency  missions.  Company  B  provided  general  support  on  the 
following  average  daily  basis;  Two  helicopters: for  division  command  and 
control;  two  armed  helicopters  for  di'vision  gunship  support  and  two  armed 
helicopters  for'  brigade  gcuiship  suppoH;  one  helicopter  for  division  liaison. 
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furnished  by  thd 

, The' folio vang  is  a  summary  of  operational  data  and  sup 
4th  Aviation  Dattalidh. 

■  '  .  ‘  1 

Gp_,jV_ 

Co 

mvMTi  e  T 

(a)'  hours  flown: 

12,227 

'4,3B1  • 

16,608 

(b)  ■'  Sorties  completed: 

’  '  ;  ‘1  ■ 

40,147 

■  25,651 

.  65,798 

(c)  ,  Passengers  carried: 

62,397 

4,203 

66,600- 

'  Ji"- 

(d)  Tons  of  cargo  transported: 

2,211 

7 

'  2  ,'21B 

■  .(4)  The  52d  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  from  6  April  until  15  June 

supported  the  division  vdth  one  asiault  support  helicopter  company  and 
one  assault  helicopter  company  providing  13  UH-ID,  five  UH-IC  and  nine 
CH-47  helicopters.  On  15  June  an  additional  assault  helicopter  company  was 
allocated  to  support  the  di\m.sion  and  from  this  date  until  11  October 
the  average  daily  aircraft  available  were  24  UH-IH,  eight  UH-IC  and  nine  ■ 
CH-47  helicopters. 

(5)  '^’he  following  is  a  summary  of  operational  data  and  support 

furnished  by  the  52d  Combat  Aviation  Battalion:^ 


(• 

UH-IH  and  UH-IC 

CH-4Z  , 

'(a) 

Hoiirs  floiau 

22,581 

6',  512;  7 

(b) 

Sorties  completed: 

60,112 

2G,551‘'", 

> 

(c) 

Passengers  carried: 

154,590 

75,833  ' 

'  (d) 

Tor..’  of  'cargo  transported:' 

31,258 

29,493  '■ 

(e) 

Casualties,  evacuated: 

434 

14 

Engineer 

Support, 

(1)  The  4th  Engineer  Battalion  provided  direct  combat  engineer, 
support  to  the  division's  two  brigades  conducting  search  and  destroy  operations 
during  Operation  FRANCIS  MiRION.  ■ 

^Figures  for  the  5^d- Aviation  Eatt'diidii  are' not  exact  totals  since  the  ■ 
battalion's  records  dombine^ '•all  support'' tO''the  4th^t>it'ision 'and  did  ndt  ’ 
differentiate  between  Operation  FR;\I\IG IS' MARION' and’ Gjieirdtiori  GREELE'?. 
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(2)  Ground  and  aerial' roconnaissanco  of  routoa  ■'vithin  tho  area 
of  onarations  were  performed  by  the  battalion's  3-2  tiiroughoul  tho  operation. 
Ground  and  aerial  reconnaissance  were  made  of  Routes  191"^^  50?  and  7C.  Aerial 
reconnaissance  was  flown  over  Routes  14N,  l^S,  6C,  190  and  14B.  A  ground 
reconnaissance  of  Route  6C  wp,s  conducted  in  conjunction  with  the  20th 
linginaer  Battalion. 

(3)  Ueadquartora  and  Headquarters  Company  prortlded  gtincrai 
support  to  Companies  A  and  B,  in  their  support  of  the  two  infantry  brigades. 

In  addition,^  the  composite  platoon  of  engineer  tatd^s  and  flame  APC's  provided 
security  for  convoys  and  lap  clearing  pai’ties  thi'oughout- the  area  of  operations. 
The  heavy  equipment  platoon  f\u:ni3had  bulldozer,  road  grader  and  crane  support 
as  required.  A  1500  gallon-per-hour  water  purification  unit  was  installed  and 
operated  at  edch  of  the  brigade  forward  areas.  Five  6OO  gallon-per-hour 
purification  units  were  modi.fi.ed  by  movinting  them  on  skids  and  employed  in 
battalion  fire  bases  'when  a  water  source  was  available.  This  was  extremely 
beneficial  in  lightening  tho ' reouiremen-ts  for  CH-ii.?  resupply  sorties, 

(a)  Company  A  supported  each  of  the  1st  Brigade's  three 
infantry  battalions  vdth  a  mj.nimum  of  a  platoon  headquarters  and  two  squads  to 
clear  IZ's  and  construct  fire  support  base  positions.  This  modification  of  the 
line  platoon's  strength  was  necessary  as  Company  A  was  heavily  comiiiitted  to 
conduct  daily,  time  constuning  mine  sweep  operations  on  Route  19^'J  from  , 

ZAO3I312  (CP34)  to  .DUG  CO  (YAS41252);  fran  the  junction  of  Routes  19li  and 
Route  li+B  north  oh  Route" 14B  to  the  junction  of  Route  14B  and  Route  50?  and 
frequently -to  the  New.PLEI  DJESERG  Special  Forces  Camp.  An  augmentation  "of  two 
Rome  Plows  enabled  the  company  to  construct  16,5  kilometers  of  fair  weather, 
tactical  road  from  Route  14B  at  YB904384  west  to  XA760385,  an  area  near 
the  CAMBODIAN  Border,  to  accomodate  medium,  self-propelled  artillery.  In 
addft'ion,  extensive  Rome  Plow  clearing  of' Route  19^^  and  14B,  100  meters  on  each 
side  of  the  road,  from  YA 903270  (CP35)  east.- on  Route  1-91'^  to, YA 990297;  from 
YA903270  (CP35)  north  on.  Route  14B  to  YA9G3335  •.(C,P37);  from  YA903270  (CP35) 
west  on  Route  i9W  to  DUG  CC  Specj.al  Polices  Camp  a  bp'fcal  distance  of  31. 

Id-lometers  to  improve  observation,  and  assist  in  detecting  enemy,  mining  and 
possible  ambush  activities  especially  prevalent  in  these  areas.  Extensive 
engineering  effort  was  furnished  by  Company  A  in  the  construction  and  maintenance 
of  theTst  Brigade  .  command  post  .at.  Jack5on.,^l9.' to.  include  fifteen  protective 
berms  for  ammunition  and  aircraft,,  .timber  crib  firing  positions  for  an  S" 
artillery  battery,  and  a  Class  I  yaiki.  Also,  fields  of  fire  were  cleared  at 
DUC  CO  .Special  Forces  Camp  and  a  helipad -.and  protective  berms  were ,  constructed 
at  .'New  PLEI  DJERENG,  Special  Forces  Camp.  , 

,  (5)  Company  B  pro'vided  diroqt  engineer  support  to  the  2d  Brigade. 

The  two  ixd^antry- .battalions  normally  es.tablished  fire  support  bases  in  areas 
inaccessibH-e  by  -i^ieel  or  , tracked  vehicles. '  -As  a  result,  greater  effort  was 
required  ip  .dldarijlg  the  fire  bases,  cutting  overhead  cover,  putting  in  perimeter 
wire,  and  clearing  fields  of  fire.  This  was  the  standard  task  of  the  engineer 
platoon  headquarters,  augmented  fay  the  enginee.r  squad  which  supported  the  infantry 
company  securing  the  fire  base  during'  the  initial  construction.  The  demolition 
specialist  aasignod  to  the  platoon  headqu.artere  also  .constructed  fougasse  mines 
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on  tjie  -pierijnetor.  Th«  squads,  attached  bo  the  Inrari-cry  cwqpnnias;  were 
in  ol'd^ing  LZ's,  destroying  enemy  tunnel  and  bunker  complexes  and  _aSsiSlj|0|||^U;,' ■ 
in  river  crossings.  '  The  latter  problem  was  magnified,  by  _ib.he  increased,  ruhbf^,  ■  -  ' 
due  to  the  heavy  monsoon -rains .  The  mechanized  infantry  battalion,  because  of  , 
its  increased  mobility  and  restriction  td  more  trafficable  terrain,  required 
a  tailoring  of  its  supporting  engineer  platoon,  /'.gain  one  squad  generailly ,  - 
operated  with  each  line  company. However/  the  squad  lacked  the  necessary  means 
of  transport  to  ■work  lidth  the  company  and  still  maintain  squad  integrity,-  .  The 
squad  was  broken  down  .in  several  tracks  with  a  common  breakdown  into  minesweep 
teams  and  demolition  teams  with  increased  emphasis  on  mine  svjfj^.ep  responsiblMty 
due  to  the  battalion's  dependence/Upon  roads.  The  headquarters  of 'the  platoon 
employed  a  D-7  dozer  for  clearing  fields  of  fire  for  the  fire  bases  of  the 
mechanized  battalion  since  they  were  generally  accessible  by  road.  The  brigade 
base  camp  at  the  Oasis  was  maintained  by  Company  B  during  the.  monsoon  season 
by  continous  effort  on  drainage  ahb  culvert  maintenance.  Engineer  equipment 
was  continually  utilized  in  maintenance  of  the  anmmnitibn  fiipply  point, 
roads,  helipads,  bridges,  and  fortifications  in  the'area.-. 

(6)  Company  B  was  primarily  engaged  in-  continuing  the  construction 
of  the  division's  base  camp.  However,  on  numerous' occasions  minesweep  and 
chain  saw  teams'  augmentdd/iCompaniec  A  and  B  when  'ffi'eir  requirements  were 
especially  heavy'..  This  augme.n'lation  vias  generally  'used  during  the  moves  of  . 
battalion  fire  bases  and  pi-cved  to  be  very  successful  by. lima, ting,  time  of. 
vulnerability  to' _ enemy  fire,.,-  ....  ,  " 'h  , 

,  (7)  Company  E  provided  general  support  by.  ins^ialfeng  and  retrieving 

bridges,'  'priitiarily  AVLB's,  throughout  the  area  .of'  operations.  'In  addition,.  - 
the  company's  5-t-on  bridge  trucks  were  eraployed  by  the  division  to  haul’-  ,  i  - 
combat  essential  supplies  to  the  division's  forward  supply  elements  located  with 
each  of  the  brigades  forward  conunand  post, 

($)  The  20th  Engin-rer  Battalion  (Combat)  provided  general 
combat  engineer  suppc;,?t  tq,  the,  division  throjughput  Op.eration  FIbANCIS  JLiH.ION. , 

The  battalion's  main  effort  was  pommitted  tp.,the  maintenance  and-  upgrading  of 
Route  19W  from  jvmction  with  Rqute  14  at  Dragon”' Mountain ,  (CP' 31 )  west  to  I)UC. 

CO  and  Route  14B  from  the  junction. of  Route  iP'-'f,  north  to  New  PLEl  -DJERENtf. 

These 'roads  were  the  only  overland  supply  routes  to  the  two  brigade  command  , 
posts  and  the  Special  Forces  ,  camps  at  DUG  CO  and  PLSI,.  DJERENG.  Th'e  volume  of  . 
traffic  combined  with  hea\'3''  mortsbon  rains  made  this  a  formidable  t,ask,  however, 
while  -the  roads  had  some  persis'tent  areas  of  deterioration  requiring  a  herculean 
effort  at  times  to  keep  the  rq'ad’  open,  only' once,  for  a _  brief  three  day  period, 
did  the  deterioration  of  these  roads  require'  ''  them  to..;be  c3psed-, 

(.9)'  A  Corapapy  of  the  20th  Engineer- Battai^oh,  and  the  509th  ' 

Engineer  Company  (Panel  Bridge')'  cdnstructed'  a,  120  foot,  double  double,  Bailey'^  '  , 
bridge  on  Highway  191-J  at  ZA098299,--  The  bridge-  replaced  a  reinforced  .ooncreite 
bridge  which  was  completely  destroyed  ,by  enemy  sdppers,  during  the  early 
morning  hours  of  30  July.  The  bridge  was  ccmpleted  on,- 31  July., 
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On  4  August  the  Bailey  bridge  collapSedUfffler  the  oombiped  weight  of 
a  VTR  pulling  a  tank.  A  second  bridge -was'  installed  by  the  509th  Engineer 
Company  (PB)  ana  completed  on  6  August,  ‘  ‘ ■ 

Again,  on  15  September,  the  Bailey  bridge,  heavy  v/ith  a  mud  buildup  from 
the  monsoon  soaked  roads,  was  collapsed  by, a  VTR.  Contraction  of  the  third 
bridge  was  completed  on  17  September.  , 

(10)  The  20th  .Ingineer  Battalion  also  constructed  an  80  foot,  fow 
span,  timber  bridge  bh  Rout a  509  at  ZA041430. 

(11)  The  heavy  incidence  of  mining  on  the  tiro  main  supply  routes 
(Highways  191'/  and  14B)re6ulted  in  the  daily  requirement  to  sweep  the  LLOC.  The 
20th  Engineer  Battalicn  worked  in  ponjuction  with  the  4th  Engineer  Battalion 

to  keep  these  vital  routes  open  .r  convo2''s  and  engineer  work  parties.  For 
a  breakdovm  of  the  mines  evacuated  and  destroyed  see  inclosure  4  and  overlay  3» 

(12)  The  937th  Engineer  Group  had  other  elements  in  addition  to  , 
the  20th  Hingineer  Battalion  providing  general  support  to  division  operations. 

The  299th  Engineer  Battalion  was  responsible  for  maintenance  and  repairs 

on  Route  19E  between  PLEIKU  and  MAMG  YANG  Pass.  On  18  May  tvro  bridges  on 
the  route  were  dama.goc./dest.t-oyed  by  enemy  explosives  during  the  night.  The 
bridge  at  BR208525  'was  damaged,  but  rematne4  open  to  one  way  traffic  while  the 
battalion  repaired  it.  The  other  bridge. at  BR097552  was  completely  destroyed. 

The  battalion,  supported,  by  the  509th  Engineer  Company  (PB)  replaced  the  destroyed 
structure  wiuh  a  50  foot,  double  oinglb,  Bailey  bridge.  The  bridge  was 
completely  installed  by  190110  Ma,/. 

(13)  On  19  August  the  35th  Land  Clearing. Platoon  was  attached  to 
the  937th  Engin^r  .Group  and  further  ■  atta.ched  .to  the  20th  Engineer  ^.Battalion 
to  assist  the  division  in  the. miss, ion  of  “blearing  .100  meters  ®n  both  sides 

of  designated  .roads  ar.d-ti’ai Is  i».  the  Central  liigl'ilands.  Work  was-  immediatley"  '  - 
begun  on  the  'ma  jor  resupply  rcijfces  in  the -area  an.d  continued  at  the  end  of  the  ' 
operation.  .  '.v  ■ 

f,  Psyops  Support.  •  •  , 

(1)  Psychological  operations, were  conducted  in  coniuction  with 
tactical  operations  to  spur  disaffectipn-.  and  .desertion  of  enemy  soldiers 
through  CHIii’U  HOI  themes  and  to  deny  srupport,to  the  NVA/VC  by  encouraging, 
support  for  the  GVN.  ,  ,,  .V. 

.  ■(2)  A,  total  of  ,653  psypps  miBsions.  .were  fiovoa.  covering  1,910 
taiget  areas  .utilizing- U-10,  0-2  and  G-^7 .* aircraft  and, U%1  ,  helicopters.  ' 

Adverse  weather  hampered  the  execution  of  a  consistent  airborne  psyops  ,  * 

program.  Even  d\iring  periods  of  clear  -weather, .  the  high  winds  prevalent 
during  the  southwest  monsoon  sea&on  attenua-ted  both  the  acpvir^py-,  of  leaflet  ; 
dissemination  and  effectiyeness  of  ;  loudspeaker  missions,  "No’'l)pze"  missions,' 
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were;;.Clo!wn,  in  the  early  weeks  of  the  operatiqn-.but  weather  forced  th/^:,i|^|||i  ‘  '  ' 
to  be  ■discontiriued..  ■  ■  *  ■ 


(a)  Leaflets  dropped  99^020,000 

(b)  Loud  speaker  missions  r  ' 

'•J. 

day  55  hours  , 

night  22  hours 

"No  Doze"  122  hours 


(3)  The  2if5th  Psyops  Detachment  (US)  located  in  PLEIKU  printed 
and-  supplied  psyops  material.  Tw  audio  visual  teams  from  the  detachment  and 
three. psyops  teams  from  tho  20th  ARVN  PODfAR  Battalion  supported  the  division 
throughout  the  operation.  Road  conditions  hampered  the  frequency  of  the 
audio/yisual  team  vi  a'.is  da-'ing  the  mbnths  of  June,  July  and  August .however, 
as  conditions'  improved  in  the  early  part  of  September,  teams  were  again  used 
with  increasing  frequ&ncy.  A  VIETNAMESE  Cultural  Team  put  on  shows  in  four 
villages.  .  An  ARVN  audio/visual  team  was  used  on  seven  occasions. 


(a) 

Villages-  visted 

93 

(b) 

Ground -loud speaker  time 

156  hours 

(c) 

Movies 

785  hours. 

g.  Ci'V'lc  Action  S-j.pport, 

(i).  ..During  April  the  Good  Neighbor  Program,  the  division's 
civic  action  program  in  the  TAOR',  was  expanded..-  The  TAOR  was  emended  out  to 
10,000  meters  radius  from  Camp  Rnari  to  enqqmpass  69  villages ..vdth  a  combined 
population  of  approx^ia-itel'y  15,0CAA.  The  ar'fea'was  divided  into  five  sectors, 
each.ipf .  wlc.ch  ’,;as  the  responsibility  of  a  major  subordinate  command.  V-dthin 
each,  sector,  -.there  were  four  major  responsibilities:  The  manning  of  the 
perimeter  defer,  ive  bunkers;  the  conduct  of  day  and  night  patrolling;  the 
provision  of  a  reaction  force,"  if  necessary;  and  the  conduct  of  the  Good  Neighbor 
Program.  Each  sector  was  (given  a- special  project  for  the  perpetuation  of  the 
Good  Neighbor  Program,  The  1st  Brigade  and  DISCOM  were  assigned  projects 
that.  v^ld  improve  the  livestock  of  the  villagers.  The  1st  Brigade  was 
responsible  for  the  Pig.  Improvement  Program  and  DISCOM  was  responsible  for  the 
Cattle  Improvement  Program,  "  These. units  were  the  project  managers  for  the 
development  and  implementation  of  -the  progr&tis  for  the  entire  Good  Neighbor 
Program  area.  Close  coordination  wae.inair^ined  with  the  Di-vrision  Veterinarian 
and  plans  were  developed  for.  the' warning  arid  the  innoculation  of  livestock. 

The  abundance  of  edible  garb ajge’ available  'from  Camp  Enari  was  an  ideal  source 
of  feed  for  the  Pig  PrograJti.’"’Cpfe5d-breeding  'studies  were  initiated  to  improve 
the  MONTAGNARD  beards  in  the  cattle  program.  The  , 2d  Brigade  became  the  sponsor 
of  the  LE  TRUNG  District  Health  Worker's  School,  In  this  essential  program, 
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youug  women  from  the  hamlets 'in  and  around  the  TAOR  were  schooled  in  basic 
ii 'alth  arid  hygienic  procedures.  Assistance  to  the  school  included  instruction, 
liruj tod  medical  supplies  and  transportation  for  the  students  to  the  villages 
in  the  TAOR  for  on-the-job  training.  The  3d  Brigade  began  managing  the  utiliza¬ 
tion  and  maintenance  of  the  Good  Noi.ghbcr  Council  House,  Plans  were  initiated 
for  the  council  bourse  to  be  used  as  a  Civic  Action  Center  in  .addition  to 
a  m.eeting  place.  The  beautification  of  the  grounds  was  also  included  in  the 
brigade’s  responsibility.  Division  Artillery  assumed  sponsorship  of  the 
Highlands  Junior  Milit.iry  cademy.  Plans  were  developed  and  work  was  begun  on 
the  reconstruction  of  bui].'iLings  and  grounds  and  the  installation  of  a  water 
syston.  An  English  i'jatructor  was  furnished  to  the  school.  These  special 
projects  that  have  bcon  briefly  described  were  in  addition  to  civic  action 
already  being  conductc/’  .1  n  tha  area  such  as  MEDCAP  visits,  construction  of 
spillways,  impiovemci.C.  li  g.ariens  and  animal  husbandry.  Division  personnel  vi¬ 
sited  the  hamlets  yitb.j.n  ib  -  TAOR  five  times  per  week,  Hamlets  in  the  foward 
area.s  in  close  pi'oxiin.it;',  ‘.j  ohe  brigade  CP's  at  the  Oasis  and  Jackson  Hole 
and  the  villages  alon;,  l-nut-:-  19  east  of  FLEIKU  to  the  division  boundary 
at  MNG  YANG  Pass  rcoeive-.t  -crvic  acti^nities  patterned  after  the  TAOR's  Good 
Neighbor  Prograin. 

(2)  The  aiv'-isioii  d:;.idertook  support  of  the  GVN's  EDAP  EN/iNG 
(Peace  and  Security)  KiNT-iGAAPD  settlement  Plan  on  1  April.  This  project 
resulted  in  the  vol.ui.'oary  .rolecalion  of  47  MOMTAGNyvRD  hamlets,  A  total  of 
8,661  people  —  previously  suoject  to  VC  and  NVA  terrorism  and  forced  logistics 
support  “  were  movea  into  a  secure  area  along  Route  1^'i,  a  rectangular  area 
bounded  by  ZA000310  -  ZA0003V4  ”  3A046306  -  ZA005292.  The  previous  location 

of  these  hamlets  was  vritliin  a  ?ri':o  to  'SC-OO  meter  wide  area  south  of  Highway  17^, 
from  the  Oasis  to  DUC  CC  opeoial  Forrces  Camp  (yA8745)»  The  division  support 
for  tlds  project  included  tact, teal  units  for  security,  air  and  ground  transport¬ 
ation  for  the  initial  move  , and  medical' assistance, ,  This  relocation  of  indigenous 
inhabitants  had  the  ts.cfi.cal  s.dTc,t'.ta.ge  of  reduced  civilian  interference  within 
that  portion  c.f  the  svea  o.f  ■.ipex-< '.ions  and  creating  fpee  fire  zones.  The  Ist 
and  2d  D.iigado.=:  had' concurs i.>it  tacui^al  and  civic  action  responslbijlity  for. 
this  pls.',i.  Both  brigades  furnished'- civil  .affairs' teams  to  help  develop;  ,^  • 
social  and  economic  programs  withiri  ti^e  resottlement  area.  The  41st  Civtl 
Affairs  Company,  CA  Team  #9  (US),  Was  the.  full-time  technical  supervisor  ,  ;‘' 

and  coordinated  the  various  CA  ■'efforts. 'A  'Most  notably,  a  dispens^y  was 
constructed  in  the  leper  colony  ■'which  -was  a  gr.6at’’i!nprov9fnRnt  ev'er  former 
trea'tment  facilities.  Land  was  ciSared  and  it  is  expected  that,  by  the  fsTL 
of  1968,  rice  will  be  grown  in,  sufficient  quantities  to  support  the  EDAP  ENANG 
population,  .-.  ■’  ■  ■.■,■•'  ■■  ,  -■■■ 

(3)  The.  following' is  a' summary,  the  di'vision'B' feuppo'rt  to  the  •  ' 

GVN's  EDAP  ENANG  program;  ,  ;  •,■'•■ ''  '  '  ■  ' 

■  (a'l;  .  MND  CLE/\RING:  ■  "  ■ 
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■  ■  (■b,-)  MTERlAIB/jiKmPMENT  SUPPORT :  ' 

h,  Bulldozers  -  4800  hours 

‘  .Vehicles  -  2^  ton  —  1920  hours 

Stake/Platform.  -  160  hours 

.  ,i  Chin::joks  -  480' hours 

Cement  -  240  bags  •  ■■■ 

(c)  .  PPBSONNEL: 

Siio<o;;r  Team  -  20  days 
v54fa.'itrj(  Company  -  47  days 
Civil  Afir.irs  Teams  (2)  ~  180  days 

(d)  K’OJeCTS.  lOMPIETEI); 

MarivvO  Flace‘-X-.'  .  ^ 

Spill\\"ays  -  3  .  .  ‘  -  .  ■ 

.  .  Dispinsar}  --  1  '  '  ■ 

Immiuiizations  -  8161  , , 

(4)  During  the  period  15  July  -  15  September,  the  2d  Brigade  ^ 
initially  ^Condu  cted  r;  ?.arGir  •  ■d  d'.!  troy  missions  folloived  by  extensive  civil  affairf 
activitio.s  within  -the ,.^ea  'Anown  as  the  "Golden  Triangle".  The  southeast 

angle  is  located  at- grid,  coordinate  AR-865000,  the  southwest  angle  is  located  ; 

at  grid  coordinate  ZAI64O64  and  the  apex  of  the-,  triangle  is  located  at  i:  : 

grid  conrdinate  /1R765274..: ... The,  withih  these  coordinates  is  bounded  by 

Routes  6C  and  14.  A  far  reaching  and  comprehensive  civil  affairs  plan  was  .. 
developed  for  the  complete,  paoi^'cdtion' of- ^this.  areas  ■  The  plan  provided  for  ' 
the  conduct  of  short-range,  atd  ^long-range  civil  affaira^pj?ojects  that  stressed. 
"self-help"  and  a  closor  ..alijgnmeh^  vd,th  the'-GVli.  -The  GTO!  image  was  greatly 
enhanced  tlirough  the  thoro\igh  cdoi^nation:.and,-c<joperatiori,  of  the  US  forces,  . 

ARVU  forces,  and  GTO  officials  conducting  the  operation.  ,  . 

(5)  ’  Extensive  'psychological:  operations  ware .integrated  into 
every  facet  of  the  military  and  civil  affair!.^  activities.  These  included  the 
use  of  j\RVN  psyops  personnel,  ARVN  medcap  personnel,  an  ARVB  Audio- Visual- and  • 
loudspeaker  team,  and  an  ARVN  Cultural.  Team.-  When  the  let  Battalion,  69th  Armor 
redeployed  to  this  area  they  continued  the  "Golden  Triangle"  civLe  action  program. 
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(6)  The  following  is  the  Bymmwpy  of  civic  action  activities 
for  Operation  FRi\NCIS  WURION: 


(a)  HIA'VLTH  ACTIVITIES 

MEDCAPS  (Patients) 
Innocuiations 
VETCAPS  (livestock) 
Village  dustings 


54,19B 

nr,  t  m 

471 

6 


(b)  COmublTY  DISTRIBUTION 


Food  35,019  lbs 
Clothing  4,470  lbs 
Soap  10,173  lbs 
Sunc'ry  items  2,267  lbs 
Edible  garbage  (livestock)  5,382  lbs 


(c)  INSTRUCTION  -  attendance 

Personel  hygiene  9,432 
English  classes  4,345 
Health  workers  trained  58 


(d)  CONSTRUCTION  MiTERIilLS 
Lumber 

Gi^nent,  s<'uid,  gravel 

(e)  PROJECTS  -  self-help  . 

••  •  Foot  bridges 
Culverts  ■ 

Market  place 
Dispensary 
Playgrounds  . 

Schools  ,  ■ 

Community,  house  • 

Wells 

Spillways  ,  . . 

Fish  ponds 
Pig  troughs 
MEDCAP  shelters 
Bulletin  boards 

(f)  LAND  CLEARED  ■-  acres 

Home 

Farm 


7,550  bi  ft 
96,037  lbs 


5 

e 

1 

1 

30  ,  . 

.2  ■ 

1 

2 

30 

4 

31, 

5  .. 
U  - 


583  acres 
800  acres 
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‘V  ,  < 

(g)  DISTRIBUTED  GOODS 


Rice 

Salt 

Cattle 

Swines-'- 


lbs  ■ 
90  Ids 
58  heart 
1 


12.  (C)  RiiSULTOs 


a.  Summary  of  enemy  personnel  and  equipment  losses. 


(1)  Pei'Scnnel. 

(a)  KL.  (RC) 


1204 


1.  -UjA 

2.  V(j 

1127 

77 

(b)  Detainees 

1. 

37  • 

122 

a,  OTA  85 

2.  Civil 

Defendents 

284 

2..  Innocent  Civilians 

553 

4.  l-cur/. 

11 

(2)  Weapons; 

UNIT 

SMLL  /UdE 

.  CR0,J  SERVED 

1-8  Inf 

32 

■  •  7 

2-8  Inf  (M) 

32 

0 

3-8  ini’ 

84 

29 

1-12  Inf 

38 

7 

3-12  Inf 

61 

hu  12 

1-22  Inf 

28 

4 

1-6 9  Armor 

7 

1 

1-10  Cav 

2 

2 

Recondo  Ptls 

7 

0 

Support  Units 

3 

0 

Fll  Zd'^Bde 

2 

0 

1-503  Abn  Inf 

1 

0 

TOTAL 

297  ■  '3: 

'62 

34* 
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(3)  iimmunition’and  expl'ofiivss:  ■, 

UNIT  •  '  SMALL  /OU'E  -  CRAy_Sl®VIi,p  mTOSiy^ 

1^12  Jnf  10^999'  1  .  .  299  " 165^  ' 

•3^12.  Inf  ■  1,801  101  Ok,  .  ^ 

1-69  A|taor  ,  272  k  '  ■  '  O  '. 

3-8  In?'.  13,033  182  '■■  ■  138.75 

1-8  Inf  ■  ;  2,708  26  :  0 

1- 503  W  Inf  ‘421  1  0 

2- 8  Inf  (M)  3,071  57  33 

RecoAdn  PtlB  •  ■ .  28  1  0 

l-22:Inf'  ,  755  4  ■  131.50 

1-10  Cav  .  50  ■  39  58 

173ci,^gp,Cp  ;,..  K  0  .0  0" 

4th  Engl*  Bn  .  .  0  0  120 

Other^  ._l_t.700  185.75 


total  • 

34,938 

722 

■832.00 

548 

135 

Vi*...,  .  . 

(4)  Structures 

and  fortification^'  destroyed. 

foodstuff 

and 

documehte  ."'eaptured  j . 

DOCUI'lENTS 

STRUCTURES 

FCaiTIFICATION 

RICE(TONS) 

S;\11(IBS) 

INCHES 

t 

1-12  Inf 

15  ■ 

422 

.455 

0 

3.1 

3-1231nf  ■ 

34 

300 

.557 

,  0  ... 

25,1 

l-6i2' tAttnor 

'.?3,...^  . . 

,T.  ,  37  . 

,  3.25 

'0  , 

^5  . 

3-8'  Inf; 

63 

•  344  ■ 

■  3.222 

'■  .5: 

.3  ^ 

1-8  Inf  ■  " 

■  61. 

■  :  645 

,'.82 

.25 

24  , 

1-503  Abn  Inf  '  0  '  '  ' 

.0 

iiOS  -■ 

■■110 

0 

2-8. Inf  (M) 

■  ,167  ■ 

724 

1.944 

■  5’  ■ 

12.6 

Recondo  Ptls 

0 

0 

■  .525- 

10 

•■■  ■  6 

1-22  Inf 

35 

254 

4., 012 

45 

28.25 

1-10.  Cav 

0 

74 

0' 

0 

.1 

173d  Engr  Co 

'  ,o'.  ■  '•  , 

..  0 

C 

0 

0 

4th  Engr  Bn 

'  0  ■ 

.  '0 

0- 

0  .: 

0 

0ther7 

268 

■■,580. 

■  ' 

-22^ 

8.51 

'  .  TOTAL 

666 

3390 

Nj- 

19.850 

194.:25 

109.00 

t5)  Body  count  and  esi^iroates  of  enemy  loBses  during  Operation 
FRANCIS  MkRI0^;were  affected  by  several  pertinent  factors. 


7lncludes  units  OPCON  to  the  division  that  are  not  listed  above. 

35 

COHF  lppESir  l  AU 

K  '*  1'  ■  ■■'A  '-v 


H/iND  GRENADi;  tUNES 


93  4 

.110  D 

26  •  1 

118  30 

68  2 

0  0 

15  6 

0  0 

17  1 

1  ■  38 

1  0 

O'  14 

_9e  ■  '  2S.- 
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SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  After  Jiction  Report  (RCS-  MACV  J3-32)  ,  , 

■ -V  ■'  ' 

,  ■  (a)  Terrain  and  vegetation.  The  difficult.terrain  ar^^  ;  . 
dense •vegetation  in  the  area  of  operations  assisted  the  enemy  in  his  efforts  td 
evacuate  casualties  from  the  immediate  areas  of  major  contacts  and  made  the , 
friendly  efforts  to  search  for  and  locate  enemy  casualties  more  difficult. The 
absence  of  landing  zones  or  clearings,  suitable  for  helicopter  extraction  of 
casualties,  required  units  to  cut . clearings  in  the  j^ingle  immediately  follovdng 
contacts  with  the  enemy  so  that  the  seriously  wounded  could  be  evacuated. 

At  the  same  time  the  enemy  was  able  to  removo  his  ovm  casualties  from  the 
battle  area, 

(b)  Proximity  to  CAIfflODIA.-  The  proximity  of  the  CAIffiODIAN 
Border  to  the  sites  of  most  of  the  major  contacts  and  B-52  strike  areas  made 
it  possible  for  the  enemy  to  transport  most  of  his  casualties  to  his 
CiVMBODAIN  safehaven  for  burial  or  medical  treatments  Agent  reports  and 
prisoner  reports  described  several  movements  of, numerous  enemy  casualties  into 
GAMB0DL4  following  contacts. 

(c)  Enemy  doctrine.  The  enemy  consistently  makes  a 
determined,  almost  fanatical  effort  to  recqyer  his  casualties  from  each 
contact.  ,?iis  preparations  for  such  recovery  and  his  demonstrated  efforts 
and  willingness  to  risk-  fresh  casualties  to  police  his  dead  and  wounded 
have  generally  proven  successful  for  him.  Enemy ^battle  orders  for  defense 
of  lading  zones  and  plans  for  attacks  on  P/MvF'  positions  have  invariably 
included  emphasis  on  all  NVA  dead  or  wounded  being  evacuated. 

(d)  As  a  result  of  the  factors  described  above  it  is 
concluded  that  the  actual  body  count  of  enen^,  KI/v  during  Operation  FFL'vNCIS 
MiARlON.  is  not  a  complete  count  of  enemy  Kin  and  is  far  less  than  the  actual 
enemy  KLX  during  the  operation.  Unit  after  action  critiques  and  reports 
have  indicated  that  in  almost  every  contact  with  the  enemy,  US  personnel, 
who  observed  kills  or  hd.ts  on  enemy  personnel,  found  the  enemy  had  evacuated 
these  casualties  when  contact  -was  broken. 


(6)  The  follo'wing  is  an  estimate  of  enemy  osses  using  i  ne  l-'ACV 
formula.  The  total  estimated  enemy  KLi  is  determined  by  jiiultipiylng  the 
actual  body  count  (BC)  by  .28,  . 

MCV  COMPUTED 


MEMY  IINITS 

ACTUAL  BC 

ADDNL  LOSSES 

TOTAL 

95B  Regt  ■ 

169 

■  ■  -.v  >V.  ... 

206 

66th  Regt 

258 

...  72 

330 

32d  Regt 

m 

125 

573 

Other 

■■  -92  ... 

■ 

TOTAL 

1,264' 

326 

1,530 

/ 

j>o 
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SUBJECT;  Combat  Oporations  After  Action  Report  (RCS: 

b.  Summary  of  friendly  losses, 

(l);  ;  Personnel. 

BATTLE 


25  November  1967 
MCV  J3-32) 


NON-BATTLli: . 


I 


UNIT 


ENEMY 

INFLICTED  I  OTiiEB  . ,  TOTAL  TOTAL 

KIA  VIA  MIA  I  KIA  VJIA  I-ttA  A  KIA  RBCA  MIA  .D£i\THS  INJURY'  LOSSES 


U*n  1  Bde  1 

1~8  Inf  I  60 
3-8  inf  i  34  167 
3-12  Inf  j  24  161 

hHC  2  Dde:  2  4 

2-8  Inf  ;  14  133 
1-12  Inf  i  31  53 

1—22  Inr  '  3  48 


1  , 


3  25 
1  12 

4  12 


I 


D-iv  Arty 
I  29  Ar-ty 
5-16  Arty 
4-42  Artyl 
4“60  A>  ty 

i 

4th  Ayii  .  I, , 
4th  Engr','.: 
2-1  Cav  ■ 
1-10  Cav  ; 
1-69  Armor 
i 

4th  Med  Bn 

4th  s  &  t; 
704th  Maint 


1 

3 


1. 

1; 

3 

5 


Div  ^ 

i  1 


HHC  4t! 

4th  MP  ■ 
4th  MI  [ 
4th  Admin  j 
4th  Repl  i 


33 .  Inf  Plat ;  '  . 

(Set  Dog) 

CTT  #3  i  _i 


.3. 

16 

-17 

e 

1 

.  9 

'  t5 

3 

65 

48 


2 

2 


2 

4' 


1 

1, 


2 

1 

1 


2 

15 

2 


1 

1 


,  1- 


TOTAL  [138  907-  8  j  10  75 


■I  ^ 

1!  63  170 

: y  35  179 

Ij  28  173 

i :  2  4 

14  135 

ij  32  68 

:■  -4  50 


•  !  1 


i| 


2 

1 

3 


1 

1 

3 

5 


3 

18 

18 

9 

1 


2 

I 


!  I 


8 


'198  982 


2 

2 


2 

2 

1 


1 

2 


13 

10 

33 


1 

248 

.226 

234 


6 

14  165 

■5  !  114 
10  65 


3 

4 
1 


3 

20 

23 

18 

2 


'Indicates  missing  status  from  non=battle  cireumstsnees 
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(2)  The  ratio  of  enemy  killed  to  friendly  killed  for  the ^ 
operation  was  6.  to  1. 


tr,\  1-:'— .j _ 

\JJ  o . 


ITM 

m_pAMGED 

PP ,  DESTROYED 

Crew  served  weapons 

7 

Snail  arms  ‘  • 

117 

Radio  Set  AN/PRC-25 

18 

Radio  Sets  AN/PRT-4  &  FRR-9 

; 

k 

Mi+2  Duster 

2 

Bulldozer  qJ 

1 

Truck,  cargo, 

19 

2 

M-62  .Wrecker 

1 

Generators,  10  IG'I 

2 

Vehicle,  Tank  Recovery 

.  2 

MA8A3  Tanks 

25 

• 

Armored  Personnel  Carriers 

35 

1 

Helicopters^ 

OH-23 

2 

3 

UH-1 

6/5 

5/3 

c.  Fire  Support  Results. 

(1)  It  is  not  possible  to  determine  •'with  any  accuracy  the 
number  of  enemy  killed  and  vromded  as  the  result  of  artillery  fires  and  air 
strikes, 

(2)  During  the  contact  of  the  3d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry 
southeast  of  DUG  CO  on  23  July,  there  were  eight  artillery  batteries  in  a 
position  to  fire  in  support  of  the  contact.  This  was  one  of  the  rare  occasions 
when  the  artillery  has  been  able  to  mass  its  fires.  These  fires,  combined  vdth 
air  strikes  and  ground  fires,  resulted  in  the  destruction  of  a  sizable  enemy 
force. 

(3)  On  23  August  when  the  1st  Brigade  command  post  at  Jackson 

H«le  received  approximately  50  rounds  of  122mm  rocJ^et  fire,  eight  artillery 
batteries  (light,  medium  and  heavj'')  immediately  responded  by  firing  a  i 

preplanned  counter-rocket  program. '  Nearly  2000  rounds  were  fired  in  countering 
this  first  enemy  use  of  122mm  rockets  in  PLEIKU  Pi-ovince.  Later  an  infantry 
battalion  on  a  search  and  destroy  mission  west  of  Jacksoh- Hole  uncovered  the 
rocket  launching  positions.  A  search  of  the  iiltfiiediate  area  revealed  the  results 
of  the  counter-rocket  fires  delivOTed  by  the  artillery.  The  searchers  found 

a  122inm  rocket  motor  which  had  been  pierced  by  artillery  fra'^eijt's,  15  blinkers 

.  O  i'  •  !  - 

^Helicopter  loss  totals  are  shown  for  Ath  Avn  Bn/52d  Avn  Bn  (in  DS  of 
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vdth  overhead-  cover,  nianj'^  rockot  cannistei's,  .NVA  equipment,  one  aK-47  rifl.e 
and  24  bodies  of  enemy  soldiers.  ...  ■ 

(4)  A  Headhxmter  aircraft  flying  a  visual  rec»jhnai33anca  missicn 
on  1  October  sighted  approjEunately  45  eiieiny  at  AR971142'.  An  airstrike  was 
called  in  on  the  area  and  as  they  v/ere  making  their  passes  the  aircraft 
received  ground  to  air  fire  from  all  around  the  target  area  indicating  a  larger 
force.  Five  more  airstrikes  and  four  gunships  were  put  into  the  area  followed 
by  a  combat  assault  by  an  infantry  unit.  The  unit  in  a  sweep  of  the  area 
found  49  NVA  KIA  end  captured  four  NVA.  . 

13.  (C)  ADMINISTRATIVE  rt\TTERS . 

a.  General. 

(1.)  The  concept  of  lo^stical  support  for  ' 

MARION  vjos  to  uoirit  iioWitueiok.  oo  lai-  rorward  as  poseible- 

To  aooompliah  this,  the  logistical. bases  were  collocated  vdth  the  brigade 
trains.  Class  I,  III,  IILA,  V,  barrier  material  supplies,  bath, _ laundry, 
graves  registration,  direct  exchange  facility  for  personel  clothing,  mainterianoe 
and  medical  services  were  provided.  Resupply  was  primarily  by  LLOC. 

(2)  1st  Logistical  Command  Forward  Support  Activities  (FSA) 
were  initially  located  at  LE  TH/vNH  (YA829251)  to  support  the  1st  Brigade  and 
at  Oasis  (ZA125285)  to  support  the  2d  Brigade.-  Doth  bases  became  operational 
on  6  April,  Organic  elements  from  Division  Support  Command  (DISCCM)  provided 
medical  support,  maintenance  support  and  a  direct  exchange  facility  for 
personel  clotliing.  Class  II  and  IV  materials,  less  barrier,  were  provided 
from  Camp  Enari  thru  established  supply  channels, 

(3)  The  FSA  at  LS  THANH  .vdthdrew  on '23  April  and  the  FSA  at 

Oasis  withdrew  on  4  July.  Forward  Support  Elements  from  DISCOM  and  other 
division  resources  were  Rouped  to.  replace  the  FSA’  s.  ^,9C. , continued  to  be 
the  primary  means  of  resupply,  ^  A  lack  of  organic  persoimel  and  equipment 
necessitated  a  requirement  for  certain  Logistical  Comraand/Facili ties  and 
equipment  to  remain.  These  were  the  laundry  service,  rough  terrain  forklaft 
and.  refrigerator  semitrailer  at  LS- TEiNH  and  the  Graves  Registration  (partial), 
laundry  and  bath  services,  rough  terrain  forklift,  5-ton  virrecker,  and  refrigerator 
vsn  CotSis*  *  i.  *  ■  ■■ 

(4)  The  principle  reason  for  owitching  from  FSA  support  to  FSE 
support  was  to  provide  the  tactical  commander  with  a  greater  influence  over 
logistic  levels.  In  the  case  of  the  switch  at  Oasis  there  were  other 
influencing  factors,  '  PLEIKU  Sub-Area  Command  (PKSAC)  was  operating  an  FSA  at 
DAK  TO  and  KONTUM  in  support  of  Operation  GREELEY  in  addition  to  the  FSA  at 
Oasis.  So  that  they  could  meet  all  their  requirements  it  was-  necessary  for 
the  division  to  supplaueqt  themwith  transportation.  It  was  more  feasible  to 
use  division  vehicles  for  .the  short  haul  between  PLEIKU  and  Oasis  under  division 
control  than  to  provide  the  same  number  to  PKSAC  for  long  hauls  under  their 
control. 
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(5)  The  FSE  at  IJi  T.H,ANH  relocated' to  Oasis  simultaneously tlje 
Ist  Brigade  on  21  September.  The  FSE  at  Oasis  returned  to  Camp  Enari,  However, 
to  support  2d  Brigade  opera-tions  in  the  DAK  FAIAU  Valley  energency  JP4  and 
rearming  points  were  established  at  the  2d  Squadron,  let  Cavalry-  forward  CP 

on  19E.  ’  '  ■  - 

(6)  The  1st  Battalion,  '^pth. Armor:  1st  Squadron,  lOtli  GaValry: 
and  the  2d  Squadron,  1st  Cavalry,  drew  supplies  directly  from  Camp  Holloway 
and  Camp  Enari  and  were  not  supported  from  FSA's  or  FSE's,  except  on  special 
occasions.  This  was  also  true  of  battalion  task  forces  operating  under 
division  control.  During  the  2d  Brigade's  operation  in  DAK  PAYAU  Valley, 
all  the  participating  battalions  were  responsible  for  their  own  resupply. 


(7)  Deteriorating  road  conditions  along  Highways  19W  and  14B 
forced  the  division  to  restrict  travel  to  5-ton  or  smaller  vehicles  and  to 
limit  traffic  to  combat  essential  vehicles  and  supplies.  Roads  weie-  closed 
periodically  thrc  hout  the  monsoon  season.  Resupply  under  these  conditions 
was  provided  by  id  hauling  supplies  to  Camp  Enari  or  Oasis,  when  possible, 
and.heliliftingto  the  FSE  or  directly  to  the  FSBs.  feiergency  resupplies  by 
C-130  aircraft  were  also  utilized  to  bring  stocks  up  to  desired  levels.  The 
airfields  at  Oasis  and  DUG  CO,  which  was  in  close  proximity  to  LE  THANH,  were 
used  in  these  instances. 


b.  Material  and  Services. 


(1)  Supply.  •  ^  A' 

(a)  The  majority,  of  supplies  consumed  during 'Cperatirfn 
FRj’dlCIS.  MRlON  were  issued  through  FSA's  or  FSE's.  An  estimated  12,000  tons 
of  Clasd, -I, "-III  and  V  -suppLies  from  Camp  Holloway  and  Class  I,  II,  III  and 
IV  supplies- frofU-CamiJ  Enari  were  issued, directly  to  the  units. 

'CaM^lODITY 

Class  I  (Rations) 

JP-4  (Gal) 

AVGAS  ..(Gal) 

MOGAS  (Gal)' 

DISSEL'tGal)  :  • 

Class  V  (S/T.)  , 


",  jW  daily  i-ssubs 

TOTAL  ISSUES-  . 

WT.,LSZTi 

a,474  ' 

492,596 

1,47ft 

'  8,232 

740,900 

2,371 

230  ■  -  ■  -;■ . 

.20,700 

64 

3,216  '  ' 

'  ■  ■  289,400 

ouo 

3,250  , 

292,500 

1,024 

■  •  55v.. 

4,962 

COfAPbbEWT'AXL. 
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SUBJECT;  Combat  (derations  After  Action  Report  (RCS'  NACV  J3-32) 

(b)  k  svmimary  of  supplies  issued  from  the  supporting  FSA' 

is  shown  below; 


COMODITY  '  ' 

AV  DAILY  ISSyES 

TUrAL  _4SSUi!.S__ 

A  Rations 

2,964. 

290,530  ■. 

871.5 

O  Ita-LlOhS 

1,241  ^  ■ 

121,633 

273.6 

Sundry  Packs 

25 

2,518 

59 

Sandbags 

10,042 

984,200 

115.9 

U  Picket  8'  (ea) 

60 

5,863 

U  Picket  5'  (ea) 

37 

3,686 

Concertina  Wire  Bale 

.55 

54 

45.4 

Barbed  Wire 

1.63 

160 

4'  Screw  Picket 

16 

1,600 

3'  Scpew  Picket 

5 

500 

JP-4 

,  6,989 

685,000 

2,192 

AVGAS 

.  ■  .  289 

28,400 

79.5 

MOGAS  ,  -  - 

2,520 

248,000 

744 

DIESEL  ■ 

3,336 

■  327,000 

1,144.5 

:  (c) 

A  summary  of  supplies 

issued  through  supporting  FSE 

is  shown  below; 

COigiODITY 

.  TpTAL_I3SyE 

WTjS/T) 

Class  I 

"A”'  Rations 

3,581 

648,000 

1,943.9 

"C"  Rations 

.  1,799  . 

'.325,760 

:  732.8  . 

Sundry  Packs  '  i  ■ ' 

.  , 

■  „  6, .9.40 

162.9 

TOTAL 

...... .■••5, 418  , 

980,700 

2',  839, 6 

_Clas,s_  III 

JP-4 

19,030 

2, 343-,  500- 

7,499.2. 

AVGAS 

250' 

45,100 

139.8 

MOGAS 

5,130 

929; COO 

2,787.0 

DIESEL 

.,5..06O 

915j200 

L2Q3..2 

TOTAL  • 

29,470 

'4,232,^ 

13,629.2 

Class  IV 

Sandbag 

12,546  ■ 

2,270,800 

283.9 

U. Picket  8' 

72.6 

13,i24 

104.8 

U  Picket  5' 

.  34,3 

6,206 

.37.9 

Screw  Picket  4' 

18.4 

3,320 

14.6 

/i  T 

f  r\r\ 

.  n  o 

Concertina  Wire,  Bale  .. 

1,2 

200  : 

lio.o 

Barbed  Wire  Pallets 

L4 

266 

278.0 

TOTAL 

12,680,0  ... 

2,295,015 

"  '832.5 

41 
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SUBJiiXjT:  Qombot  0p«rat4.on6  After  Antion  Haporu  (RCS  MlCV  tJ3-32)  i  j-  ■ 

Class  V 


TOTAL 

Major  items  consumed  were  as  follows; 


VJT  (S/T) 
15,500 


ITM 


QUANTITY 


40jiim  (Grenade)  93,829 
einim  HE  145,847 
90nim  (Tank  gUn)  8,689 
105mm  HE  183,934 
4.2  in  HE  56,186 
155mm  HE  ■  87,055 
8"  HE  18,276 
2.75  in  Rkt  8,971 


(d)  Water  Point  issues;  Two  water  points  were  operated  at 
the  logistical  bases  in  addition  to  water  points  pei  lodicaDly  established  at 
the  battalion  fire  bases.  An  approximate  total  of  3/900,000  gallons  of 
potable  water  was  issued  for  a  daily  average  of  20,635  gallons. 


(e)  Recapitulation  of  supplies  consumed’ 


ISSlffiP  FROM 


WEIGHT  (S/T) 


FSA  10,767 

PSE  32,801 

CAMP  ENARI  and  ASP  #341  12_,000 

TOTAL  '  55,5*68 


(f)  In  addition  to  tonagi  of  Class  III  and  V  used  by 
division  lanits,  the  US  Air  Force  expended  the  following  Class  III  and  V  in 
support  of  Operation  FRANCIS  MARION. 

CLASS,  m 

aircraft 

Fighters 
D-52's 

TOT’AL 

CLASS  y 


f  TT,T  {>  A  T  \ 
'-.'X  J.  \  J.iV  AJilU  } 

49,030,000 

_S2j300,,0g0 

131,3*30,000 


DELIVERED  BY  FIGHTERS  .. 


ordnance': 

Bombs  ■ 
CBU 
Napalm 
Rockets 


I7,a2 

1,006 

3,393 


<\ 


WEXoffiFiS/T) 

4,855 
216  . 

1,132  "  ' 

110 


e 


4  I  \ 
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SUBJECT-  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  (RCS-  M\CV  J3-32) 

QELIVEEED  BT  FIGITTISiS  /JID  AC-47  (SPOOICT)  '' 


ORDMANCE 

■  OTY 

yjEIGHT  {S/tJ 

20mni 

272,400 

68 

7.62mm 

441,800 

221 

DELIVERED  BY  B-52'8 

Bombs 

UNK 

•  6J-96 

TOTAL 

13,789 

(2)  Services. 

(a)  FSA  Services 

1.  Laundry  Processed 

a.  LE  THANH  -  58,656  lbs 

b.  Oasis  -  340,799  lbs 

2.  Baths 

a.  LE  THAIffl  -  9,600  individuals 

b.  Oasis  -  .  32,009  Individuals 
2.«  Graves  Registration 

a.  LE  TflANH  r  4  rcanains,. 

b.  '  Oasis  ;  -  19  remains 

(b)  FSS  Services. 

1.  Laundry  Processed 

a,  LE  THANH  -  274,466  lbs 

b.  Oasis  -  359,288  lbs 

2,  Baths 

a.  ^  THANH  -  49^036 

b.  Oasis  -  34,532 

■  .  .1,3 
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SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  (RCS:  MCV  J3-32) 

;2;i  Graves  Registration  V  ' 

a.  LE  TH/VKH  -  122  remains 

b.  Oasis  -  34  remains 

c.  Maintenance. 


(1)  Support  was  provided  through  series  of  contact  teams  located 
with  the  combat  unitSj  Fonvard  Support  Elements  (FSE's)  and  a  support  facility 
located  at  Camp  Enari. 


■ '  (2)  Forward  support  of  the  1st  Brigade  was  provided  by  company 

C,  704th  liaintenance  Battalion  (--)  operating  from  the  brigade  trains  area. 


(3)  Forward  support  of  the  2d  Brigade  vfas  provided  by  Company 
D,  704th  Maintenance  Battalion  (-)  operating  from  the  brigade  trains  area. 


(4)  Contact  teams  were  located  with  1st  Battalion,  69th  Aa’inor^ 

1st  Squadron  10th  Cavalry;  and  2d  Squadron,  1st  Cavalry  in  their  respective 
areas  of  operations, 

(5)  Headquarters  and  Company  A,  704th  I'feintenance  Battalion 
provided  back  up  support  for  all  division  main  units  and  a  technical  supply 
base  for  assigned  and  attached  units.  In  addition,  contact  teams  were  augmented 
with  personnel  and  equipment  as  required. 

(6)  Company  E,  704th  Maintenance  Battalion  provided  combat 
support  maintenance  and  repair  parts  supply  for  organic  division  aircraft,  to 
include  recovery  and  evacuation  of  downed  aircraft  and  the  servicing  and 
delivery  of  replacenient  aircraft. 


(7)  Duriiag  the  operation,  the  •704th  Maintenance  Battalion 
processed  14,919  work  orders  with  a  breakdown  as  follows; 

(a)  Mechanical  -  1,183 

(b)  Electroiuc  -  7,654 

(c)  Armament,  -  5,184 

(d)  Aircraft  .  -  898 

d.  Transportation. 

(1)  The  land  line , logistical  resupply  nets  wd.tl-d.n  the  area  of 
operations  included' 

\' 

(a)  Highway' 14B  -  PLEIItU  (via  IV^^)  to  PLeI  DdERENG. 

(b)  Highway  19iv'  -  PLEIKU  to  Oasis  and  DUG  CO, 

.44.  ■ 
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SUBJECT:  C>ambat  Operations  ftfter  Action  Report  (RCS:  I'i'vCV  J3-32) 

(2)  Ino],ement  weather  and  deteriorating  road  conditions  forced 
implementation  of  one  way-traffic  along  Route,  l^^f  bet wedn  CP31  and  DUG  CO. 

(3)  The  DTO  effected  direct  coordination  with  the  4th  Mlitary 
Police  Company  and  the  Provost  iiarshal  to  insure  efficient  utilisation  of 
Mlitary  Police  escorts.  Mlltary  Police  gtin  jeeps  p.rovided  limited  security 
and  excellent  convoy- control  alon,g  the  road  net.  -  In  addition^ '  the  4th  Military 
Police  Company  ^vitahltuhod.  TCP's  at  the  f 'lloTving  locations. 

(a)  GP-31  (AR775367)  ’  • 

(b)  CP^33  (ZA122288) 

(c)  GP-35  (YA904270) 

(4)  During  the  operation  three  brigades  'were  relocated.  The 
173d  Airborne  Brigade  was  moved  from  Mew  PLEIKU  /lir  Base  to  CATECKA  and 
subsequently  to  DAK  TO.  Using  a  shuttle  system,  the  Ist  Brigade,  4th  Infantry 
Division  moved  from  D3  Til'iHH  to  Oasis  during  the  period  15-23  September, 

This  relocation  was  accomplished  utilizing  859  22ton  loads.  Three  hundned  and 
sixty-one  2-|  ton  loads  were  utilized  in  relocating  the  2d  Brigade  from  Oasis 
to  Camp  Enari. 

(5)  The  extensive  deterioration  experienced  along  the  road  net 
was  caused  by  the  monsoon  and  resulted  in  increased  aerial  resuppl}'-  utilizing 
the  CH-47,  C-123,  and  the  C-130  aircraft.  The  CH-47  provided  fj.exibility  in 
effecting  resupply  of  the  foj,‘ward  fire  bases. 

(6)  A  total  of  18,398  vehicles  utilized  the  road  net  during 
the  operation. 

e.  Medical  Support, 

Di-vision  level  medical  ser-vice  in  support  of  the  divisitn,  and 
all  attached  eleiaents  was  as-  follows:-  . 

(1)  Company  B,  4th  Medical  Battalion  (-)  provided  a  forward 
clearing  section  in  support  of  1st  Brigade  and  supporting  elements  censisting 

of  28  personnel.  The  section  provided  an  admission  and  disposition  facility,''  : 
one  16  bed  ward  capable  of  expanding  ts  4Q  beds,  one  medical  laboratory  and 
communication,  ground  evacuation,  trea^ent  and  dental,  sections. 

(2)  Company  C,  4th  Medical  Battalion,  (a)  provided  a  forward, 
clearing  section  in  support  of  the  2d  Brigade  and  supporting  elements  consisting 
of  28  personnel.  The  section  pro-vi.ded  atiid  ssion  and  dispostion- facility, 
one  16  bed  ward  capable  fo  expanding  iP  J+O  beas,  one  medical  labdi'atory  and  i  1  . 
communications,  ground  evacuation,' ' treatment  and  dental  sbaCidne,.  ' 
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■  ■'  ;  .  ..,.(3)  The.  4th  -Medical  Battalion  (-)  provided  medical  servi«^W 

mained  the  rear  clearing  section  at  Camp  Eriari.'  -The  39th'KJ  Team  provided 
necessary  dental  support.  \- 


(4)  Aeromedical  evacuations  were  accomplished  by  the  2d  Platoen, 
498th  Medical  Company.  (Air  /unbuLance)  -•  f 'oA  6  April  -  .10  September 
and  the  283d  Medical  Detachment  (Air  /unbulance)  from  11  September  11  October, 


^5)  Army  level  supporting  facildties  consisted  of  the  18th 
Surgical  and  71et  Evacuation  Hospitals  located  in  PLEIKU. 

(6)  The  2d  Platoon,  32d  Medical  Dope.'',  located  in  QUI  NHON, 
furnished  medical  supplies  and  maintenance  support, 

(7)  Sui  lary  of  medictil  service  provided  by  clearing  sections; 


(a)  Patients  seons- 


IRH/v  564 

INRM  1,524 

Disease  5.017 
TOTAL  7,105 

(b)  Patients  evacuated 


IRHA  .:..554 

INRM  962 

Diseasd  3.336,.  „ 

TOTAL  4,852 

(c)  Returned  to  duty 
^10. 

IWRM  562 

..  '  Disease  1,681 

total  2,255- 

f.  Problem  Areas: 

(1)  Maintenance  Support,:  ,  Thh  2d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  became 
mechanized  and. the  2d. Squadron,  1st  Cavalry  was  attached  to  the  division 
during  Operation  FRANCIS  MARION.  ;'Thi:3  coupled  witridhe  'fact  that  the  division' 
medium  artillery  battalion  is  .self-p^opdjiilgd  presented  an  awesome  inaintenance 
support  ta^  for  the  maintenance  battalion  since  its  TOE  is  designed  for  the 
standard' 'ihfantry  di'vision.  Consideratidh  should.. be  given  td  augmenting  thp 
TOE  by  the  standard  ra.tio  of  mechanids  tracks  and  by,  dj^ropriate  equipment, 

(2)  FSE  Equipment:  There  is  insuificieut'riiaterial  handling 
and  lift  equipment  authorized  for  the  division  to  support  FSE  activity  as 
efficiently  as  desired.  Additional  fork  lifts  and  -wreckers  are  required. 
Further,  there  is  a  need  for  5000  gallon  fuel  tankers  to  hau].  fuel  from  depot. s 
to  forwrui  storage  areas.  These  additions  would  free  the  division's  present 
authorized  equipment  16  be  used' as.  irrt,ended. 
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SUBJECT;  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  (RCS;-  ■' MACV  J3-32)  . 

(3)  Road  Conditions;  Deterioration  of  the  MSR  during  the 
monsoon  forced  the  dj,vision  to  restrict  the  tj^)©  of  vehicles  that  could  haul 
required  supplies.  This  tasced  the  division  assets  in  5  ton  and  2^  tori  vehicles. 
Subsequently,  trsvel  on  the  MSR  had  to  be  restricted  to  essential  supplies. 
Because  traffic  moved  slowly  vehicles  were  invariably  being  locked  in  at 
the  forward  area  thus  taxing  the  assets  even  more.  Use  of  the  CH-47  helicopter 
increased  in  an  effort  to  maintain  minimum  stockage  levels.  As  stock  levels 
continued  to  dwindle  pmargency  airlifts  of  supplies  by  C-130  aircraft  were 
required.  Virtually  all  these  steps  could  have  been  eliminated  had  the  MSR 
been  paved.  It  is  essential  that  Highway  19W  be  paved  to  DUG' CO  and  14B  be 
paved  to  New  PLEI  DJERENG,  This  would  allow  the  larger  yehioles  to  be  used 
regardless  of  weather.  It  would  reduce  vehicle  maintenance,  helicopter 
resupply  missions  and  the  costly  use  of  Air  Force  aircraft.  From  a  tactical 
viewpo4.pt  it  would  be  more  difficult  for  the  enemy  to  mine  the  road, 

g.  Communications. 

(1)  The  124th  Signal  Battalion  provided  the  division  with 
normal  Qommuni cations  support  throtighout  Operation  FRANCIS  MARION. 

(2)  VHF,  multi-channel  sustems  were  established  and  operated 
from  division  to  the  brigades  and  to . the  separate  battalions  under  division 
operational  control.  The  1st  and  2d  Brigade's  communication  requirements 
necessitated  two  12-ohannel  VHF  systems  to  each  of  their  forward  command ' 
posts,  A  12-channel,  VI-IF  system  was  established  with,  the  173(1  Airborne' 

Brigade  command  post  at  CATECK/\  on  28  May  and  operated  until  the  final  eluent 
departed  for  DAK  TO  on  27  June.  During  September  the  2d  Brigade  established 

a  TAG  CP  at  PLEI  IflONC-  which  was  supported  with  one  VHF  system.  This 
additional  system  caused  considerable  difficulty  both  in  equipment  and  in  power 
units  since  at  the  saiae  time  the  brigade  was  operating  their  main  CP  at  Oasis 
and  had  set  up,  a  forward  CP  at  PLEI  DQ.LIM. .  VHF,  multi-channel,  sj' stems  were  ■ 
established  .to  separate  battalions;  the  1st  Squadrpn,  ■,  10th  Cavalry  located  at 
CAIEClOl,  the  .1st  Battalion,  69th  armor  located  on  Route,  19E,  On  15  September,  " 
after  the  arrival  of  the  2d  Squadron,  1st  Cavalry,  there  was  an  additional  VHF 
system  installed  to  tb.eir  OP,  -  At  various-, times  during  the  operation  infantry  ■ 
battalions  operated  directly  under,  diyisioh  control.  At  these  times  VHF 
systems  were  established  at  their  CP  until  they  reverted  back  to  brigade  control 

.  '(3)  FK  radios  continued  to.  provide  the  primary  means  of  commun¬ 
ication  for  the  division.  The  vision' s  units,  operated  as  many  as  313 
separate  radio  nets  ranging  frcm 'the:  IM-Vision  Command  Net  to  individual 
platoon  nets.  FM  radios  operated  far  beyorid’ standard  ranges  and  under  the 
most  favorable  conditions  it  :.was  not  unusual  to  span  distances  up  to  100  ■ 
kilometers.  Secure  mode  transmissions  were  continuously  accomplished  with  a 
transmitter  in  the  division  base  camp  on  Signal-Hill  and  remoted  to  the  / 

DTOC.  On  occasion  it  was  necessary  to  relay- through  Dragon  Mountain. 

C/orrent  equipment  prevented  secure  mode  retransmissions.  However,  by  placing 
a  KY-8  at  each  relay  and  having  the  operators  manually .retransmit  .the  messages,  . 
secure  traffic  was  handled  with  a  minimum  delay. 

*7', 
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h-. ..  Personnel^  .  The-,  follovn.ng  enlisted  replacements  were  reci^^ifl 
during  Operation,. FRANCIS  ILiRION.  . 


E8 

.E7. 

E6 

,  1S5. 

E4 

.  ■  §2/1 

TOTAL, 

6-30  April 

''■L\ 

7 

6 

33 

23 

63 

'688 

801 

May  : 

1 

9 

4] 

■36 

176 

1524 

179C 

June  '  .'  "  ■ 

1 

10 

37 

138 

178 

355 

1245 

1964 

July  ■  '  ‘ 

.  9 

45 

71 

164 

152 

327 

li^80 

2248 

August  ’  ■ 

12 

37 

■  79 

216 

160 

303 

2885 

3692 

September  " 

4 

14 

79 

97 

107 

223 

1935 

2459 

1-11  October 

0 

6 

..24 

22 

...41 

._22 

122  ,■ 

■  ...2^i 

TOTAL  ' 

'28 

122 

305 

,711. 

699 

1474 

'”9869 

13,208 

14.  (C).  SPECRL  EQUIPimff  TECKMIQUFS  : 


a.  Airborne  Personnel  Detector  (APD). 

(1)  The  introduction  of  the  Airborne  Personnel  Detector  added 

a  nevj  and  significant  dimension  to  the  faiiiily  of  intelligence  collection 
agencies,:  The  APD  is  an  area  search  de^d-ce  primarily  dasigned  to  locate  human 
beings.  Dense  vegetation  and  sparse  population  in  the-  aa'ea  of  operations 
proved  an  ideal  environment  for  the  APD.  V.Hion  visual  reconnaissance  proved 
ineffective  ,  the  APD  literally,  "sniffed"  through  the  vegetation  to  locate'  ' 
the  enemy.  ‘ 

(2)  The  accurracy  of  the  APD  sensings  is  effected  primarily  by. 
vdnd,  terrain  contour  and  ordnance  fired  into  the  area.  VJind  displaces  the 
ammonia  scent  from-  the  source  in  direct  proportion  to  the  force  and  direction 
of  the  wind.  TRls  effect  is  reduced  in  mountainous  terrain.  When  artillery  .• 
and  air  ordnance  has  been-  employed  in  an'  anticipated  APD  target  area,  the 

TOT  for  the  APD  should  not  ba  sooner  tha.n  18  to  24  hours  later.  Earlier 
employment  in  the  area  will  be  adverseljH  effected  by  the  lingering  siAoke  and 
ammonia  from  the  ordnance.  ' 

(3)  Initially,  during  Operation  FRjANCIS  MARION,  there  were 

three  aircraft  and  crews  allocated,  daily  to  "People  Sniffer"  missions  tliroughouL 
the  area  of  operations.  Subsequeiltly,  because  of  the  non-availe.bi lity  of 
APD's,  the  requirement  was  reduced  to  two,  aircraft.  By  the  .end  of  the  operation 
only  one  aircraft  was  required  for  APD  missions  because  of  inoperative  sets 
and  the  requirement  to  provide  two  serts 'and  ah'  operator  to  III  Marine  Amphibious 
Force.  To  cover  both  brigade  sectors  of  the  area  of  operations  the  aircraft 
would  fly  one  mission  in  one  brigade :  sect6r''in'  the  morning  and  another' mis  si  o'n 
in  the  other  brigade  sector  in  'the'  afternoon.  ;  ■.■q:'  ' 

(4)  A  light  team  of  guhshijJs  (two  armed  helicopters)  were  . 

normally  assigned 'tc  escort  the  'APD  aircraft  because  of  the  tiechlu.que  required 
to  fly  an  APD  mission.  The  /■  D  .nircraft  would' fly  at,  tree,  top  .level  and  ■,  .  ; 

escorting  gunships  would  fly  at  a  Idgli.-f  alUtdde,  This  served  a  threefold 
purpose: 
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made 


(a)  Protect  the  APD  aircraft. 

(b)  Assist  in  map  spotting  locations  where  sensings  are 


(c)  Provide,  because  of  their  highei'  altitude,  more  reliable 
communications  with  friendly  elements  when  flying  in  ranote.  locations. 


(5)  The  offectivenesE  of  the. APD  v;as  determined  to  a  large 
extent  by  the  proficiency  of  both  the  aircraft  crew  and  the  APD  operator. 

Another  major  factor  was  the  briefing  given  the  APD  mission  personnel.  A 
through  briefing  inevitably  produced  better  results.  Briefings  included  location 
of  friendly  units,  suspected  locations  of  enemy  units,  a  statement  of  mission 
requiranepts  and  expect  !d  results,  call  signs  and  frequencies  of  the 
controlling  headquarters,  friendly  units  and  supporting  artillery,,  actions 
required  when  significant  sensings  are  obtained  in  the  search  area,  procedures 
to  be  .followed  in  the  event  one  of  the  mission  aircraft  go  down,  and  tiaae  and 
location  for  the  debrief. 


(6)  Since  thb  APD  provides  an  instantaneous  reading  of  a 
probable  enemy  location,  the  value  of  the  intelligence  is  directly  prxiportional 
to  the  rapidity  wlilch  the  sensing  is  correlated  to  other  information, 
disscaninated  to  other  headquarters  and  appropriate  action  taken. 

b.  XI'I--148,  40mm  Grenade  Launcher; 


The  field  evaluation  of  the  XM-lhO  40mm  grenade  launcher  was 
concluded  during  Operation  FRi-.NGIS  Mi\RI0N  and  the  device  was  withdrawn  from 
use.  Deficiencies  of  the  XM-148  were  the  poor  position  and  projection  of  the 
sight,  difficulty  and'  uru'eliability  in  operation  of  the  cocking  and  firing 
mechanism,  unsatisfactory  pointing  and  handling  characteristics^  slowness 
in  loading,  and  degradation  of  mobility  in  some  circumstances.  Additional 
deficiencies  were  slow  rate  of  fire,  unreliability  of  functioning,  and 
inadequacy  of  safety  features. 

c.  ■  Fragmacord;; 

Fragmacord  is  a  new  linear  anti-personnel  munition  which  ms 
produced  in  limited  quantities*  During  Operation  FRANCIS  MARION  the  division 
received  2,520  feet  of  the  munition,  which  was.  positioned,  but  never  fired 
against  the  enemy.  ■ 

d.  M-56  Light  VJeight.  Load  Bearing  Equipment" 

The 'M--56  light, ^weight  nylon  load  bearing  equipment  was  evaluated 
during  the  operation.  The  equipment  was  very  well  accepted  within  the 
command  due  to  the  lightweight  and  qui.ck  drying,  mildew  resistant  qualities. 
Several  minor  modifications  were  recommended  as  a  result  of  the  evaluation. 
These  include  a  larger  pack  (similar  tp  the  rucksack),  more  durable  snap 
fasteners,  interchange  of  hooks  on  the  suspenders  and  eylets  on  the  paci , 
and  web  straps  sewp  to  the  padded  front  portion'  of  the  susp-enders  to  •  iach 
items  of  equipment,  l.e, flashlight, .  compass,  first  aid  packet,  cti.;. 
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e.  M-16  Stripper  Clip  /crirnunition: 

An  evaluation  of  tactically  package  5«56nvni  ball  (stripper  clip) 
ammunition  was  conducted  to  determine  if  this  ammunition  satisfied  the 
original  requirement  for  preloaded  expendable  magazines.  As  a  res’jQ.t  of  the 
evaluation  it  was  concluded:  ■  .  ■ 

(1)  The  stripper  clip  has  a  significant  advantage  aver  one-  ;  ... 

round-at-a-time  magazine  loading  but  the  need  for  a  preloaded  disposable 
magazine . still  ejists.  .  :  ,  ' 

(2)  Since  the  clip  and  necessar-y  adapter  are  separate  items 

and  are  not  provided  in  equal  qiiantities  some  delay  results  while  each  .adapter 
is  used  by  several  riflemen.  Tlw,  .requirement  for  the  smaDl  adapter  which 
could  be  easily  lost  significantly  reduces  the  speed,  advantage  inherent  in 
the  clip. 

(3)  The  reduction  in  weight  and  the  preloaded  configuaration-'of 
an  expendablq  magazine  would  make  it  a  valuable  item  for  combat  operations. 
Hovrever,  -a  unit  once  supplied  with  expendable  laagazines  must  be  resupplied 
with  expendable  magazines.  Under  a  limited  procui*ement  basis  it  is  doubtful 
that  this  would  occur  within  a  reasonable  period  of  time  unless  sufficient 
quantities  were  stockpiled  and  earsnarked  for  specific  units. 

(4)  A  disposable-  njagazine  would  eliminate  the  burden  of  i  e- 
loading. magazines  while  . engaged  in  combat. 

(5)  The  following  specifications  should  be  incorporated  into 
the  design  criteria  for  disposable  magazines: 

(a)  The  magazine  feed  sprir.g  must  be  able  to  operate 
satisfactorily  after  prolong.ed  .storage  in  a  compressed  c.onfi.gu,rati«n. 

(b)  ■  Ihe  plastic  magazine  must  be  a,ble  to 'withstand' the 
rough  US.S  normally  expected  imder  combat  conditions.  '  ' 

f.  4Clmm  Yellow  Smoke  ..(Ground)  Cartridge  (XM-635)- 

•  EValuation';of  the.  Xt'I-635  yellow  smoke  ground,  cartridge  was 
completed  during  Operation; ;ER/iNC IS  MARION'.  Performance  of  this  round  was 
unsatisfa-ctory  for  the  follcJwing  reasons:  ■ 

(1)  Smoke  deri^tj'.is-.  conBidered.  , ted. .thin. .;  During  cloudy  or- '■ 

overcast  weather  conditionsp  the-. smoke  coufd  not  "oe  oBSOTved  for  any  •'  ' 
great ’■'distance.'  '  A.  ■  A'-  ...;■  .  .'  '■•.A... 

(2)  Smoke  duration  is  considered  to  be  too.  short.  In, several 

instances  the  cartridge  burned  less  than  .60  seconds,  considerably  less  than 
the  stated  2  minutes  burning  time.  ; 
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g.  40nB7i  Signal  Flare  Cartridges. 

A  limited  quantity  of  these  white  star  cluster  and  parachute 
cartridges  were  received  and  proved  extremely  satisfacterj;'.  Because  of  the 
dense  jungle  canopy  covering  a  large  portion  of  the  area  of  opei-atloas  a 
requirement  exists  for  an  accurate  signaling  system  capable  of  penetrating 
this  canopy  for  use  by  maneuver  units.  This  type  of  flare  would  permit 
each  squad  to  have  a  signaling  or  marking  capability  that  is  essential  for 
marking  front  linqs  or  directing  aerial  fire  support.  Use  of  colored  smoke 
grenades  and  standard  hand  held  signal  flares  have  proven  unsatisfactory  duo 
to  the  height ■ and  density- of  the  jungle  canopy  and-  the-  requirement  to  fire 
through  small  openings  in  this  canopy. 

h.  Ciifi  15  Sub-l'iacl-une  Gun  (Xfi-177E1); 

Evaluation  of  the  CAR  15  Sub-Ms.chine  Gun  was  concluded  during  the 
operations.  It,  tos 'found  to  be  reliable  and  durable  in  combat  and  had  no 
major  deficiencies'.  It  is  suitable  for  extensive  employment  in  RVN.  Combat 
leaders  and  their  troops  at  all  levels  desire  the  weapon. 

i.  RINGTROP: 

Effectiveness  of  RINGTROP  could  not  be  measured  since  there  ■ 
was  np; inteliig.ence  input,  however  it  is  doubtful  that  the  device  would  be- 
useful  for,  fntef diction  and  ai’ea  denial  due  to  the  following  limitations;' 

(l)  The  device  Is  relatively  easy  to. see  and  the  only  requirement 
for  neutralization  is  a  careful  visual  search. 

,  (2)  If  the  devices  are  discovered  by  the  enemy  prior  to 

deterioration  they  can  be  used  against  US  personnel  in  the  origiml 
configuration,  ... 

(3)  After  deterioration,  RINGTROP  components  can  be  used  by  the 
enemy  to  manufacture  primitive  weapons. 

iU)  The  long  period  required  for  deterioration  deters  US  forces 
movement  through  the  target  area  for  up  to  90  days.  . 

j.  Fougasse  Mines;  The  Fougasse  ..mine  was  a  very  effective  final 
perimeter,  defense  vfeapon  of  battalion  fire  bases.  Experimentation  with  several 
combiiiations  of  mix  and  e.xplosive  propellants  .found  the  following  .materials 

to  be  most  effective;  .  ;  .  .. 

(1)  55  gallon  drum- 

■  '  '  -  (2)  45  gallons  of  gasoline  . 

(3)  One  case  of  H:-l  thickei'.er 
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(.“i)  “iTf  jioun'in  ('-■+ 

(6)  One  olayn-.i-re  wire  with  firinr,  devi.ce 

(7,‘  0ns  roll-  of  aeTLonnT,j.ori  cord 

(8)  One  iJP  grenade 

A  mixture  of  32  canteen  cups  of  thickener  per  drum  of  gasoline  will 'Suffice, 
however,  additi.onal  thickener  produces  a  heavier  liqued.  The  only  problem 
vdth  using  additional  thickener  is  that  the  mixture  must  be  strained  daily  to 
keep  it  from  separating.  Vvhen  detonated  the  napalm  spread  ie  50  meters  wide 
and  20  meters  deep. 

k.  Rome  Plow 

The  use  of  the  Rome  plow  blade  on  a  DyJS  dozer  in  clearing  brush  and 
trees  proved  to  be  very  effective  in  land  clearing.  The  Rome  plo'w  blade 
was  far  superior  to  the  standard  bull  blade  fur  cleai'ing  operations.  It 
was  found  imperative  that  coirananders  utilize  the  blades  in  a  proper  manner 
so  that  maximum  production  can  be  obtained.  It  should  be  noted  that  the 
Rome  plow  is  not  a  piece  of  earthmoving ' equipment  or  a  grass  cutter,  it  is 
designed  to  cut  dense,  heavy  vegetation  in  a  speedy  manner.  The  Rome 
plow,  uoed  in  three  to  four  dozer  teams,  proved  to  be  most  effective  when 
clearing  for  farai  land  with  tho  plow  set  to  cut  the  top  two  inches  of  soil. 

Some- problems  occurred  while  operating  during  the  monsoon  season.  Since 
dozers  bscams  stuck  repeatedly,  it  was  a  must  to  work  in  teams.  ^  Average 
production  of  cleared  land  has  been  about  1.0  acres  per  hour'  in  light  clearing, 
about  0.8  acres  per  hour  in  medium  clearing  and  approximately  0.6  acres  per 
hour  in  heavy  clearing. 

l.  Waterborne  Psyops. 

Psyops  leaflets  with  various  themes  were  placed  in  airtight  plastic 
bags.  These  bags  were  dropped  in  the  rivers  to  float  downstream^  No  positive 
indicators  of  the  effectiveness  of  this  program  have  been  obtained. 

m.  Airborne  Psyops.  ■ 

At  the  beginning '-of  July  the-  9i-’h  Air  Commando  Squadron  replaced  f 
the  U-10  aircraft  and, the  lOOO  watt  speaker  systems, ' which  had  been  flying 
the  loudspeaker  missions,  with  02-’B  aircraft  havd-ng  1800  watt  speaker  systems. 
The  new  1800  watt  systems  were  a  definite  improvement  over  the  old- 1000  watt  ■ 
systems  and  could  be  heard  bet'ter  from  the  ground. 

n.  1000  watt  Loudspeaker  Systems. 

Four  1000  watt  loudspeaker  systems  were  received  during  September. 
These  speakers  \iere  very  effective  when  used  from  a  helicopter  at  altitudes 
between  800  to  1600  feet. 
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(1)  '^sLabli of  di vi rb,  on  "iv:ic  .'.ct.ion  Sundry  Fund  to 
subsidize  Civic  .iction  projects, 

(2)  Audio/Visual  Teams,  both  US  anu  ..CVN. 

(3)  High-density  hamlet  visitation  (5  visits/vjoek) . 

(4)  Youth  Uoalth  Programs  of  dailj’'  milk  and  vlt.aiiiins. 

(5)  il vision  D.CMTCAP  and  VliTCAP  Programs. 

(6)  Brigade  sponsored  meetings  and  banquets  for  village  clr^efs, 

(7)  Support  of  haralet/^/illage  meetings  called  by  district  chiefs, 

(3)  Divisicr.  Band  concerts  at  local  villages. 

(9)  Transportation  of  civilians  to  local  market  places  for  sale 
of  artifacts  and  purchase  of  fajrlly  foods. 

(10)  20th  Polwar  Battalion  Cultural  Team  performances. 

(11)  Assignment  of  a  major  Civic  Action  project  to  each  major 
commnnd  of  the  division  (sponsorship  of  the  LE  TRUfJG  Health  ''loT’kers  School, 
the  Highlands  Junior  Military  Academy,  a  pilot  pig  f>t’ogra;m,  L'liportation  of 
cattle  from  the  United  States  and  the  PLEIKU  Leprdsorium) , 

(12)  Stamping  all  goods  given  to  the  people  mth  GVN  images  and 

slogans. 

(13)  Escorting  District  and  Provincial  officials  into  fonrard 
portions  of  the  di.vison  area  of  operations. 

(14)  Use  of  armored  personnel  carriers  fox*  CA  teams  XMorking  in 
areas  where  there  are  no  roads 'and  marginal  sec'u'ity. 

■p.,  Psyopis  Techniques.  ■  '  ■ 

(1)  Night  speaker  ndssicixs.  During  the  latter  part  of  September 
and  early  October  speaker  missions  using  standau’d  propaganda  tapes  were 
initiated.  The  effects  of  these  missions  have  not  beeti  obtained  due-  to  the 
short  tijne  that  they  have  been  utilized. 

(2)  Leaflet  Dolls,  that  delay  dispersal  of  leaflets 'for  a 
predetermined  time,  were  used  for  leaflet  drops.  These  provided  a  more 
accurate  dispersion  of  leaflets. 
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15.  (c)  Lt^SONS  AND 

n.  Lessons  Learned. 

(.1,1  Cperations 

Ac  Lions  .Lollo'vd  np  an  _Eneniv  Contact. 

^tein-  lAirsuit,  sweep  of  t'le' battlefield,  and  evacuation  of  the  wouuued. 

£!lPfiis.si_Qn •  Thei'e  aa  a  built-in  conflict  as  to  the  action  which  shoulv  be 
taken  itranidiatcly  upon  the  terminai-ion  of  a  contact  with  the  eni^anv  near  the 
border.  The  id  lal  situation  would  be  to  h?,ve  an  Ki  in  the  immediate  proximi¬ 
ty  of  the  conta 't  area  through  which  reinforcements  could  be  inserted  to 
initiate  an  aggressive  exploitation  of  the  contact,  or,  should  the  enemy  be 
in  a  disoreani.zed  state^  to  rapidly  effect  pursuit.  Simultaneously,  the  US 
unit  in  contact  shoul.d  evacuate  its  ’..’ounled  and  KIA's,  and  then  initiate  an 
imiredi,?.+ o  sweep  of  the  battlefieJd.  The  nature  of  the  terrain  in  the  border 
area  hovrever ,  is  such  that  LZ’s  are  not  readily  available  in  the  vast  majority 
of  cases  and  must  be  cut  out  of  the  dense  jungle  foliage.  The  normal  contact 
is  usually  violent  and  of  short  duration  -  four  to  six  hours  -  invari.ablv  in¬ 
volving  a  US  infantry  company  opposing  an  MV-A  battalion  size  or  larger  force. 

The  NVA  employ  mortars  exi/ensively  during  a-  contact,  causing  a  disproportionate 
number  of  wounded  as  compared  to  KIA.  Upon  breakin.'^  contact,  and  in  the 
aosence  of  an  LZ,  the  US  unit  must  direct  its  attention  first  to  cutting  an 
LZ  out  of  the  jungle  foliage  to  evacua.te  the  wounded.  The  normal  time  required 
to  cut  such  an  LZ  is  about  15  hours,  but  mav  often  extend  to  21  hours  and, 
on  occasion,  exqeed  36  hours.  During  this  period,  the  enemy  is  makinR  a 
m>iximum  effort  to  evacuate  his  wounded,  documents,  weapons  and  other  items  of 
equipment  from  the  battle  area.  In  man-”-  cases,  he  is  able  to  physically  re¬ 
move  his  dead  before  a  sweep  of  the  battlefield  can  be  accomplished. 

There  can  be  no  set  rule -fc-r  the  action  to'-oq  takpir  immediately 
upon  tennianatiop  of  contact.  Each  situation  must  he  analyiod  carefully  to 
determine  the  sequence  of  the  actions  to  be  taken.  If  at  ’all  pos3ibl.,e, 
rvnnforcementa  should  be  inserted  to  conduct  pursuit  of  the  ejiemy  and.-.-to  .■ 
otherwise  exploit  the  contact.  Moreever, .iiamediate  action  must  be  taken 
either  by  the  US  unit  in  the  contact  or  by  the  reinfoi’cing  unit,  as  the  case 
may  be,  to  effect  an  immediate  sweep  of  the  battlefield.  " Artillery  fired 
into  the  contact  area  will  discourage  the  enemy  from  policing  the  battle  ai’ea 
o.t  bodies,  weapons  and  equipment  prior  to  the  ■■time,  a  ■sweep  can  be  made. 
Obviously,  the  seriouslv  wounded  must, be  evacuated  from  the  battlefield  by 
the  fastest  method  in  o.i'der  to  prevent  further  loss  of  lives.  To  accomplish-- 
all  of  these  things  in  the  proper  order,  or  simultaneous],'/,  requires  the 
careful  judgement  of  the  commander  on  the  ground  as  well  as  his  senior  commartder 
at  batualion  or  brigade  level. 
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Item'  fiuick  Reaction  to  changes  in  W.l  tactics, 

■  The  nine  engagetnents  in  close  proximity  to  the  CAruiODIAN 
Border  with  battali.wn  aoH  .r.'iii.i  ~LQptali>>n  yiioir.','’  IVircos  3n  Mn'',  and  July 
reinforced  t'b6  previously  learned  principal  of  operating  in  no  less  than 
company  size  iinits  with  one  hour  reinforcing  distance  between  companies, 
when  positioned  in  this  high  risk  area  near  the  border.  In  these  sngagcar.ents 
the  enemy  suffered  nearly  tworthirds  of  the  casualties  thpy  incurred 
during  this  operation  and  still  were  not  able  to  reach  thedr  objectives,  which 
apparently  were  either  the  DUG  CO  Special  Forces  Cajii  ),  the  Ist  Brigade  CP  at 
Jacksin  '.'ole,  or  the  GVN  resettlement  area  of  EDAP  ENANG.  Afuer  the  July 
contacts  the  MV A  apparently  realized  they  would  be  unable  to  move  in  force 
through  the  Highlands.  During  the  next,  several  weeks  a  change  in  NVA  tactics 
became  apparent.  The  NVA  was  attempting  to  infiltrate  through  the  Highlands 
in  small,  squad-size  groups, ' placing  emphasis  on  avoiding  all  contact, with 
our  forces  which  were  still  operating  in  company  strength. 

Observation-  Infantry  commanders  have  to  be  constantly  alert  for  changes 
in  NVA/VC  tactics.  The  enemy's  rapid  change  in  tactics  allowed  sira.ll  NVA  units 
to  infiltrate  tfirough,  the  Highlands  skirting  the  massed  strength  of  rifle 
companies  operating  in  the  proximity  of  the  border.  It  was  difficult  to 
discern  this  change,  since  in  the  past,  after  severe  losses,  NVA  units 
withdrew  adross  the  border  for  a  month  to  six  weeks  to  refit  and  receive 
replacements.  .Ijdwever,  we  m,ust  be, quick  to  recognize  such  a  decided  shift 
in  tactics  and., more  important,  react  to  ..them.  In  the  latter  weeks  of  the 
operation  tije  coitond  emphasis, wa,s  on  companies  breaking  down  into  platoon 
and  squad-size  operations. .  The,  companies  operated  much  further  apart  with 
the  platoons 'and  squads  separated ■ and  conducted  ambushed  against  the  groups 
of  infiltrating  NVA.  ■ 

Reinforcement  of  Units ,in  Contact. 

Itemr  Rapid  reinforcement  of  units  in  contact. 

Discussion-  It  is  difficult  to  reinforce  a  unit  -in  contact  quickly  enough 
to  decisively  influence  the  outcome  of  the  battle.  .Thera  are  many  factors 
which  hinder  movement  of  reaction  forces  to  the  battle.' a^’ea.  <unong  these 
are  the  limited,  number-,  of  suitable  .landing ..zones, -  dense- vegetation,  adverse 
weather  and  the  fact  that  most  ccptacts  ar.e  of  -short  duration. 

Observation: .  The  planning  of  search  and,. -destroy  operations  must  also  include 
plans  for  the  relief /reinforcement  of  units  in  contact.  Landing  zones  should 
be  preselected  along  the  patrol  routes.  Then  to  insure  timely  response  when 
contact  is  made,  place  the  -reaction  forces  on  standb.v,  and  request  -helicopters 
for  the  ccanbat  assault.  ■  Th,e  helicopters  should  be  requested  sufficiently 
early  so  that  there  will  be  no  delays  in  lifting  the  reaction  force  at  the 
prOpitiOuo  011116  * 
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Tti:in  The  rl  1  vidinp  of  the  bape  canip  T..O)i  into  sectors  of  responsi  hllitv. 

Discussion'  The  T/Oli  for  ttie  divioon  base  camp  extends  out  12,0Ci0  meters 
from  the  bunkered  perimeter  of,  tho  camp.  To  define  clocariy  areas  of  i-ospon- 
sibility  for  aecurit’'  of  the  base  camp  and  for  ci  c  action  programs  in  the 
TAOR,  the  pPriineter  and  the  surroundin'’  aroa  huvo  d.v-vih^  into  five 

Gootors, with  the  responsibili t-’  for  o.i.oh  beinp;  assigned  -to  a  ma.ior  subor- 
command  of  the  division,  Each  commi'cad  is  rospons.lLile  lor  maiui-inp 
the  perimeter  bunkers  and  towers  2i+  hours  a  day"  maintaining  an  arieaualje 
number  of  patrols  in  their  sector  2U  hours  a  dav:  havinp  a  reaction  force 
on  30'  minute  standby  for  emplo'vment  an'i'where  in  sector.'  and  conducting  an 
active  civic  action  nrof’rar.i  in  their  area. 

■  All  sec-fcors  repoi’t  into  the  ; Installation  Coordination  Center  (ICC) 
which  is  o.perated  by  Headquarters,  Division  Artillery.  The  ICC  is  respon-  '  , 

Tor  'thp  control  and  coordination  of  the  defense  of  the  divi'si'on.  .base' 
camp.  The  ICC  coordinates  the  sector's  patrol  plans,  plans  and  executes,  the 
H&I  program  for  the  base  camp,  controls  the  committment  of  the  sector  reaction 
forces,  maintains  communications  with  civic  action  teaias  operating  in  the 
TAOR  and  is  responsible  for  conducting  frequent  visual  reconnaissance 
flights  over  the  TAOR, 


Observation'  There  are  many  facets  to  a  workable,  coordinated  base  camp 
defense  plan.  The  defense  must  be  set  up  in  depth  from  the  bunkered  and 
barbed  wire  perimeter  of  the  base  camp  out  .bo  the  fringes  of  the  TAOR, 
which  should  be  extended  to  beyond  range  of  122mm  rockets.  The  entire  area 
should  be  under  ■bhei  conbi'.nuous  surveillance  of  the  sector  patrols  and  VR  air 
craft,;  Civic  action  team.s  are  an  intregal  part  of  the  defense.  Through 
freqvent  visits  to  the  -villages  and  hamlets 'in  the  TAOR  they  befriend  and 
assist  the  people.  Thus  is  additon  to  the  y0.1uabl'e  civic  action  operations, 
these  teams  disrupt  the  VIET  CONG  influence'  over  these  people  and, gain 
valuable  intelligence  information.  ,  .  ■ 

Rocket  Attacks  ..; 

Item:  Defense  of  the  division  base  camp  a'gainst  enemy  rocket  attacks. 

•  ,,1'"  ' 

Di-scussion:  The  increased  use  by  the  enemy  of, 140  and  122nUri  rockets  in 
attacks  on  Fi'TlIF  bases  arid  installations,  .since  their  introduction  at  DA 
NjING  earl-Ler  this  ■••'ar,  has  neces&iual  .d  a  reappraj.Bal...of  defens'^s.  ihe 
ranges  of  the  rockets  are  such  that  previous  defensive  measures  planned  to 
counter  mortar  attacks  must  be  expanded  to  pro^vide  for  the  greater  range  of 
this  weapon. 

b  ! 

Observation:  An  active  defense  must  be  conducted  and  should  include  these 
considerations;  'A 
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rockuts  or  12. ->V  fro;;,  t'.'.  ■  a3*j  c-ni-p  insta' lat. '  on  piirir-'-titer  in  all 

'ii  recti  on.3. 


(l)  taintain  an  adequate  nia^it'or  of  patr.d.a  in  tho  area 
24  houra  a  day,  paviny  particular  attention  to  tlic  frinye  areas  of  t'ne  T..OK. 

(c)  Conduct  munerous  ambushes  at  niy’it. 

(d)  Develop  counter-rocl’et  programs, 

(e)  Identify  and  record  locations  of  possible  launclii.np 

sites. 

(f)  Conduct  complirensive  visual  reconnaissance,  flights 
over  the  TAOR  frequently.  ' 


(g)  Locate  surveillance  radar  to  provide  maxiinuni  coverage 

of  the  T;10R. 

(h)  Conduct  an  active  Civic  action  program  in  the  TAOR 
making  nearly  daily  visits  to  the  villages  and  hamlets  in  the  area. 

Passive  defense  considerations  ,ai'o- 

(a)  frequently  rehearsed,  comphrensive  alert  plan. 

(b)  The  construction  of  personnel  bunkers  strong  enough  to 
wi.thstand  an  attack. 

(c)  Prepare  billets  and  work  areas  for  personnel  protection. 

(d)  Revet  sites  for  protection  of  critical,  equipment  and 
supplies  i.e,  aircraft  parking  areas,  signal  installations,'  POL  and  ammunition 
storage  areas. 

The  application  of  the  measures  outlined  above  cannot  be  considered  the 
ul.timate  in  rocket  defense  and  there  are .  undoubtlv  additional  items-  that 
can  be  added  to  the  list,  but  if  a' rocket  defense  included  the  it.ems  enuiiierated 
it  will  reduce  the  liklihood  of  an  attack -and  reduce  personnel  casualties 
and  equipment  losses  if  attacked.  •  '  '  ^ 

Rocket  ^jtacks  .’on  .For^rd\l3ase^_ 

Itai^  Defense  of  foi-ward  bases  against  enemy  rOcket  attacks.  ,  ^ 

Discussion:  The  incr*eased-  use  by-  the  enesn.y..of'.  140  'and  ,122mm  roijkets  in  the 
area  of  operations  necessitated  that  defense  plans  for  FSB’s  and  forward  ■  ’ 

command  posts  be  revised  to  include  provisions  to  counter  the  greater 
range  and  destructive  power  of  the  rockets. 
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Pt'  T'U;  artivu  l  unsni-os  arc 

(a)  Flan  go  t'lat  urlts  cor.diioiinr  soarcn  and  dt-strov 
oporratioris  in  tlie  area  por'cdi.cal Ir  pass  throii.rh  porMons  of  tlu;  frinpo  rareras 
of  a  12,000  muter  circlu  drawn  around  th-j  forward  bases. 

(b)  Conduct  numerous  arnbushon  at  nipht  v.dt'nn  the  12,1.00 
zone  v.'hen  operations  permit.  ■ 


laimch  areas. 


(c)  Develop  counter-rocket  proijrajus  ,tarfiotin;’:  ].:ikely 


(d)  Snploy  LRRP's  to  maintain  survaillance  over  possible 

launctiinf^  sitcjs,  . 

(o)  Conduct  frequent  visual  reconnaissance  over  the  area 
surrounding  the  forward  bases. 


Passive  defense  measures  are 

(a)  A  rehearsed,  compiu*ensivo  anti-rocket  defense  SCF. 

(b)  Construct  personnel  bunkers  strong  enough  to  ivithstand 

an  attack.  ' 

(c)  Revet  or  sandbag  air.munition  and  POL  storage  sites. 

(d)  ’''hen  vehicles  or  aircraft  are  parked  in  forward  bases, 
they  should  be  revetted  or  sandbagged, 

'  •  Enemy  Jilines 

Iterr  'Preventive  measures  to  inhibit  mining  and  ambushes  along  the  LLOC. 

Discussion:  The  N\i'A/VC  consistantlV  iraqed' certain  .streches  of  road 
tliroughout  the  operation.  .  Rome  plow  operations  were;  initiated  to  clear 
land-.out  to  '100 .meters  on  each  side  of ,  the  rtiad  in  the  division's  a.rea  of 
responsiToility,^  some  parts  of  which  ip  the.iiast  had  a  high  incidence  of  minings 
and.  other  areas,  which  were  considered  to  be  potential  ambush  sites.  This 
improved  the  ■disability  both  from  the  .air  and  from  the  road  thus  increasing 
the  chance  of  obser'vlng  mining  activities  since  enemy  personnel  would  have  to 
cross  100  meters  of  opdn  area.  In  the  event  of  a  miring  incident  the  cleared 
area  adjacent  to  the  road,  would  lessen  the  chance  of  ambbsh  and  provide  fields 
of  fire  for  the  epnvoy  security  elements.  At  night  Hr&  J  fired  using  white; 
phosphorous  roun(is  were, fired  along  the  roads  to  negate  the  concealment  of 
darkness.  White  phosphorus  rounds  are  used  for  ;these  fires  because  !■!£  rounds 
lea'yo  metal  fragments  on  the  roads  that  hamper  the  effBCtiveness  of  the  mine 
detectors.'"-  ' 

■  '  ■  5P 
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activities.  Th.-:  nossitiJit'v  of  a  successful  airnuar:  in  iior.  \!';t or-  v-ti  t  !i  'iu: 
activity  was  also  reduced. 


.\i;r i  al  rA-cvyr.n.ai  ssance 

Tter  OoTnproial.se  of  operations  by  increased  ni.r  activitv. 

Di_Ecussion:  Interrof^ation  of  POI's  has  revealed  that  the  eneur'  is  able  to 
anticipate  planned  US  operations  by  the  marked  increase  of  aerial 
reconnaissance  and  liaison  missions  where  particular  interest  was  not 
previously  ovioont. 

Observation'  Reconnaissance  and  liai.son  flipiits  should  be  conducted 
routinely  throughout  the  division  area  of  interest  so  that  the  presence 
of  aircraft  wi.ll  not  arouse  undue  suspicion.  When  an  area  of  operations  is 
reconnoitered,  flights  should  be  miniinized  in  an  attempt  to  make  them  appear 
part  of  the  established  pattern. 

Movement  of_ Fire  Support  Bases  _( FSB) 

Itjem;  Movement  of  FSB's  durin/^  monsoon  season. 

Discussion-  A  unit  must  be  ready  to  move  its  FSB  at  any  time  regardless  of 
weather.  However,  during  the  monsoon  season,  a  greater  than  normal  amount 
of  supplies  and  equipment  tends  to  accuiriulate  in  the  forward  FSBs.  This  is 
because  regular  aerial  resupply  missions  are  often  impeded  by  the  bad  weather. 
This  tendency  was  demonstrated  clearlv  during  a  recant  battalion  move  where 
more  than  one  and  one-half  times  the  normal  number  of  CH-47  sorties  were.  . 
required  to  accomplish  the  move. 

Observation?  Units  should  be  alert  for  an  excessive  build-up  of  items  in 
their  FSB's.  Only  essential  items  should  be  kept  on  hand.  When  a  unit  is 
notified  that  its  FSB  is  to  be  moved,  all  possible  measures  should  be  taken 
to  reduce  stockage  levels-  and  to  reduce  the  number  of  items  being  brought 
into  the  FSP,  ■ 


Jordon  and  Search  Operations 
Item-  Effectiveness  of  cordon  and  search  operations. 

Village  cordon  and  search  operations  are  an  effective  method  of  ■ 
temporarily  destroying  or  neutralizing  local  VC  infrastructure.  As  soon  as 
the  tactical. units  leave  the  area  however,  the  VC  will  begin  to  rebuild 
their  organi-zation  unless  GVN  Revolutionary  Development  teams  or  similar  type, 
government  organizationa  move  in  to  permanently  secure  the  area  and  prevent 
the  VC  from  re-entrenching  themselves. 
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Ohse^ation-  .  Revolutionary  Development  efforts  must  follow  imraediately^^^gj'nc 
tactical  cordon  arid  search  operations  if  the  full  value  of  the  tactical 
efforts  are  to  be  realized.  From  then  on  those,  efforts  must  be  continuous  to 
prevent  the  cadre  fx'om  reentering  or  rebuilding  in  the  area.  i 

Cordonand  Search  Techniques 


_It<?ri .  Ctirtioii 


Discussion:  Several  techniques  have  been  recognized  during  cordon  and  searcii 
operations  as  contributing  to  a  .successful  operation- 

(a)  (a)  All  avai-lable  intelligence  should  be  compiled  before 

the  planning  cordon  and  search  operations.  This  included  detailed  information 
on  the  layout  of  the  village  and  personality  files  of  VIET  CONG  and  VIET 
CONG  sympatidzers  within  the  village.  These  files  will  facilitate  the  selection 
of  the  village  to  be  cordoned  and  will  enhance  interrogation  and  screening 
during  the  search.  Personality  and  village  information  is  available  from 
interrogation  reports,  information  reports,  agent  reports,  Intsums,  and 
reports  of  MEDCAP  operations.  .  ■  ■  ■ 

(b)  Movement  to  and  selection  of  positions  should  be 
closely  supervised  by  the  unit  leaders.  Since  movement  into  an  area  is 

done  under  the  cover  of  darkness,  positions  must  be  constantly  reevaluated  for 
fields  of  fire  and  concealment  as  daylight  approaches  and  relocated  when 
nesessary  to  reta^in  concealment. 

(c)  After  .ihq  village  is  given  notice  of  the  i.mpending 

search,  inhabitants  must  then  be. assembled  inmediately  or  they  will  use 
any  interveni.ng  time  to  hide  weapons  and  ammunition.  Trace  metal  detectors 
are  very  useful  in  this  respect.  , 

(d)  When  tracked  vehicles  are  utilized  by  the  cordoning  ■ 
unit,  the  following  primciples  must  be  follox^d  so  as  not  to  ■’.rarn  guerrillas 
of  the  impending  cordon  of  their  village; 

1.  Tracked  Vehicles  should  not  move  any  closer  tc  the' 
village  than  two  or  three  thousand  meters.  After  a  foot  cordon  is  completre 
the  tracks  should  be  brought  up, fop  security. 

2.  Another  technique  wliich  has  proved  to  be  effective 
and  which  uses  deception  is  to  momentarily,  move  the  tracks  into  an  area 
within  one  or  two  thousand  meters  of  the  village,  drop  the  troops,  and 
immediately  move  the  tracks  out, of  thecarea. . 

(e)  MEDCAP  and  civic , action,  activities  should  not,  be  ; 
perfonaed  during  the  screening  and  interrogation  portion,  of  .cordon  and  search  .  , 
operations.  Experience  indicates  that  these  activities  distract  the  attentipn 
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of  the  Villagers  and  tend  to  ease  their  anxieti.es,  limiting  the  initial 
psychological  advantage  and,  as  a  result,  the  aniount  of  information  obtained. 

(i )  The  use  of  GVN/ARVN  personnel  accompanied  by  division 
MI  personnel  to  adarch  the  village  while  the  US  unit  remains  n.n  concealed 
cordon  positions  Ivio  '^•ry  •affsctlve.  The  1  n<ii£;en<m3  intelligence 
personnel  speak  the  language  and  know  the  habits  and  customs  of  ths  poople 
and  they  signify  the  GVK's  presence  and  sanction  of  the  operation. 

Observatioji’  Cordon  and  search  operations  have  been  successful,  but  require 
a  great' deal  of  supervision  by  the  squad  and  platoon  leaders  with  parti culs 
.emphasi.s  on  the  selection  of  positions  that  remain  concealed  from  the 
village,  .  ' 

Individuals  involved  in  cordon  and  search,  whose  presence  is  not 
needed  within  the  village  for  security  or  search,  should  be  denied 
access  to  the  village  until  the  intelligence  portion  of  the  operation  is 
completed. 

The  use  of  indigenous  intelli.gence  personnel  who  speak  the  language 
and  are  familiar  with  the  habits  and  customs  of  the  native  population 
increase  the  effectiveness  of  the  search  and  Demonstrates  GVN  presence  in 
the  area, 

(Jordon  and  Search  Operations 

Item:  Use  of  intelligence  personnel  on  cordon  and  search  operations. 

Discussion;  Tactical  elements  engaging  in  such  operations  generally  do  not,  ■ 
have  the  organic  capability  to  screen  and  interrogate  all  civilians.  As  a 
result  they  must  foir/raxd  these  people  to  brigade  or  division,  cpllection  , , 
and  interrogation  points. .  This  practice  has  three  distinct  disadvantages;  it 
severely  taxes  unit  transportation  resources;  it  creates  an  excessive  cage 
population;  and  it  causes  ,a  (^•fficuit  civil  affairs  problem  wi.th  the  m^y 
innocent  civilians  who,  have  , been  uprooted  needlessly  and,  treated  with  suspicic 
The.  VC  can  easily  exploit  these  incidents  to  their  own  advantage,  ClA^V^ 
personnel  with  indigenous  intelligence  teams  have  the  background  knowledge 
and  screening  ability  tq  eliminate  roost  of  the. innocent  civilians  on  the  spot 
and  thus  insure  tliat  only,  tho.ae.  people  of  intelligehae  value  are  forwarded- 
■to  the  collection  points. , 

Qbservati.on’  Deployment  of  intelligence  personnel  with,  tactical  ■units  in¬ 
volved  in  ■'Tillage  search  type  operations  is  an  effective  niethod  of  r-oviding 
initial  screening  and  interrogation  of’,  ci'vilian  personnel. 
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Effective  use, of  .supporting'  fires. 
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I^scussionr  .During  Operation  FRANCIS  KiRION  the  mo'st. successful  contacts 
have  been  thosia. usipg  artillery  and  tactical  air  fire  support , simullaneously. 
However,  air  support  ahopld  not  be  used  at  the  expanse  of  reducing  direct  • 
support  and  reinforcing. arti'il'ory.  Rather,  tactical  air  is  a  supplement 
to  the  ground  support provided  the  maneuver,, element.  The  eal.ling;  of  a 
"Check  Fire"  to  bring  in  tactical.. air  is  dangere.us  and  should  be  lind.t^d 
to  the  immediate  area/axis  of  the  airstrike.  ■  . 


Units  in  contact '■  should  not  sacrifice  artillery  fire  for 
the  sake  of  an  airstrike,  ■  Both  means  of  support  should  be  .emploj^.ed , to 
complement  one  another.  If  an  air. strike . i s  to. be  placed  on  a  par-^.cular 
target,  artillerj''  fires  may  be  shifted  from  the.- immediate  area:- of  the 
strike  for  its  duration,  but  not  cpt  off  entirely.  In  the  same  manner, 
if  artillery  is  being  fired  in  support  of  a  particular  contact,  tactical 
air  should,  be  used  to  block  Ij.kely  .routes  0?  vdthdravfal  or  to  strike 
areas  where  the  enemy  may  be  assembling' hi'fl-''reinforcements.  . 


Adjustment  of  Supporting  Fires 


ItCTt  Control  and  adjustment  of  supporting  fires. 

Discussion:.  A  company  commander  on  the  ground  does  not  have  the  knowledge 
of  the  overall  situation  nor  the  advantage  the  battalion  commander  flying 
overhead  ■•has  to  control  the  blocking  fires  and  TAG  air  strikes.  The  most 
effective  control  of  bloc!d.hg.  fires  on  the  avenues  of  approach  or  withdreawal  ■ 
and  suspected  areas  of  enemy  reser^wes  can  be  accomplished  from  the  battalion 
commander's  position  in  thfe.  air  .pTi|iprhead,  However,  the  most  effective  use 
of  close  in,  direct  supporting  .t^rs^s  -  -  out  200  to  400  meters  from  the  ■■■■' 

perime-ter - is  attained  when  •thes'i^  fires  are  controlled  and.  ^di^nstpd  by  the , 

personnel  on  the  gnound.  The '  battalion  commander  should  take  oyer  cdntrdl' 
and  adjustment  of  thebe  fired  only  when  persorwiel  on  the  ground. are  casualties 
and  no  longer  able,  or  if  an  isolaited  element  is  out  off  and  does  not  have 
adequate .  communicatioas;'or  experience  to  'control -or  adjust  their  own  close  in 
fires.  :v.  ^  '■  ■  '  3 

.^seryatipn*  The  control  bf.'reinforcii)g  and  blocking  fires  is  litost  effective 
when  the  battalion  commander  controls  it'  from  his  C  &  C  ship  overhead,  but 
the  control. and  adjustment  of  close  in, "‘direct  support  fires  should  be  left 
to  the  company  oonunander  or  artillery  FO,  .* .  • 
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Unobserved  Artillerjr  Fires 

.Item;  Adjustment  of ;  unobserved  artillery  fires.  ■',  ■■■ 

Discusci^n'  The  terrain  and.  especiaily  the  dense. vegetation  in  most  of  the 
areas  the  division  operates  often  precludes  observed  adjustment  of  artillerj'’ 
.fires  by  the  forward  chiJ-i^r-vcr  oall.iny  in  the  fire  mission.  It  therefore 
becomes  r^a«ooary  to  adjust  the  initial  rounds  by  sound  alone.  This  has 
necessitated  modifications  to  the  normal  procedures  and  techniques  of 
artillery  adjustment.  Because  of  the  increased  safet;’!  hazard  of  adjusting 
unobserved  fires  the  first  round  should  be  smoke  or  illumination.  Also, 
a  creeping  method  of  adjustment  using  ICXD  meter  shi.fts  from  600  to  300 
meters  from  the  fon:rard  observers  position  and  50  meter  shifts  within  300 
meters  until  the  hurst  of  the  round  can  be  seen  or  it  is  ascertained  to  be 
on  target. 

^6 ^ ■  Training  of  artillery;  forward  obeervers  should  include 
techniques  of  adjusting  artillery  by  sound.  V/hen  adjusting  by  sound  the 
firing  bavt-ery  should  be  aware  that  this  method  is  being  used  and  enforce 
the  creeping  method  of  adjustment. 

Qnplcnmient  o^f_  Artillery 

Itaii-  Employment  of  artillery  by  platoon  or  section. 

•  During  FRANCIS  KARION  because  of  the  extensive  area  over  which 
the  division's  maneuver  elements  were  deployed,  it  became  necessary  at  times 
to  split  medium  and  long-range,  heavy  artillery  batteries  into  platoons'  or 
gun  sections  to  get  the  majdmur  general  support/reinforcing  artillery  coverage. 
Employing  artillery  in  platoons  or  gun  sections  reduced  the  massed  fires 
available  at  both  batt'erv  (_).  locations.  In  addition  the  halving  of  the  FDC 
put  extra  stress  on  the. personnel,., still  required  to  operate  24  hours,  and 
reduced  the  officer  supervision  available,-  creating  a  defird.te  firing  safety 
problem. 

If  operational  requirsnents  continue  to  require  mediU-m  and 
heavj.r  artillery  to  be  ■  employed  by  platoon,  a^d.  gun  section  for  extended  periods, 
the  TOE  of  the  batteries  FDC  section  should  be  augmented  or  additional 
medium  or  heavy  artillery  should  be  employed  in  the  area  during  these  periods. 

Marking  Friendly  Positions 

Item:  liarking  positions. of  friendly  units  for ■  supporting  fires,  ■ 

Discussjjcn;  Since  the  division  began  operations  in  the  Central  laghlands* 
it  has  experienced  continuous  difficulties,  in  adequately  marking . unit  positions 
for  aj.r  and  artillery  support ,  The  smoke  from  a  hand  thrown  smoke  grenade 
or  the  projectile  fr,om  a  handheld  flare- frequently  will  not  penetrate  the 
thick  jungl.a  canopy.  VJhen  the  smo’ue  doss  penetrate  the  cancp’,'  it  often 
emerges  100  ~  400  meters  from  the  point  of  o.rigin.  Further,  in  a  contact 
during  the  operation,  the  use  of  hand  tfurown  smoke  grenades  to  mark  a  unit 
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position  proved  costlv.  The  area  '■■■las  reiativelv  open  in  contrast  to  the:'^!?^ 
dense  jungle  terrain  in  which  .cpntact  with  the  enoiiiy  usually  occurs ,  arid  when 
smoke  grenades  were  tliroivn  to  mark  the  perimeter  of  the  unit  for  an  air  strike, 
they  iramodiatley  began  receiving  accuarate  enmv  mortar,  fires.  The  enemy 
used  the  marking  smoke  grenades  as  a  reference  point  for  adjusting  mortar 
and-  rodket  fires. 

Observation:  A  satisfactory  method  of  accurately  maj-king  the  position  of  a 
unit  .i.n  contact  has  been  needed  critically.  Experience  has  shovm  that  the 
AOmra,  white  star  cluster  and  AOmm  parachute  round  fired  by  the  M79  grenade 
launcher- was  extremely  affective,  in  penetrating  the  double-canopied  nungle. 

Thejr  pro-vide  exact  i-eferenco  points  from  whj  ch  to  adjust  TAG  airstrikes  and 
artillery  fires.  The  division  received  a  limited  amount  of  AOmm  white  star 
cluster'  and  AOriim  parachute  rounds  initially,  but  has  bean  unable  to  obtain 
any  additional  rounds  since  y'-.i-on.  E^^e^y  effort  has  been  made  to  obtain 
this  critical 

Enemy's  Use  of  Colored  Smoke 

Item:  NVA  use  of  colored  smoke  to  confuse  our  identification  procedures. 

DisjuissjLon:  There  have  been  several  occasions  when  one  of  our  units  on  the 
ground  attempted  to  indicate  their  location  by  using  colored  smoke  grenades 
orily  to  have  the  same  color  smoke  observed  in  the  air  fi'om  two  separate 
locations  at  approximately  the  same  time,  VJhen  a  second  smoke  grenade  of  , 
a  differen-t  color  was  popped,  this  smoke  was  again  duplicated  in  a  different 
location. 

Observation:  NVA  units  monitor  'the  command  radio  nets  of  US  units  with  , 
personnel  who  possess  a  high  degree  of  English  comprehension.  ,  The  best 
procedure  when  attempting  to  identify  friendly  smoke  from  the  air  is  to  .have 
the  unit  on  the  ground  indicate  exactlv  when  the-/-  pop  smoke  wdthout  discXosing 
the  cplpr.  The  observer,  in  the  aircraft 'can  then  identify  the  color  seen, 
which  is  either  confirmed  or  denied  frm  the  .ground.  If  the  same  color 
smoke  is  observed  fi'om  two  locations  the  observer  should  indicate,  he  cannot 
identify,  without  disclosing  thi  :61or,  but  ask  for  a  combination  of  two  colors. 
Tills- ■procedure  will  eliminate  the  chances  of  aircraft  overhead  bei.ng  confused 
as  to  the  friendly  units  location  on  the  ground  caused  by  the  enemy's 
duplication  of  the  smoke' -signal. 

(2)  Intelligence.' 

VIETNAMESE  Linguists 

Item.'  Employment  of  US  qualified  VIETNAIfflSE  linguist. 

Di^cussipji;  The  assignment  of  a  US  Army  qualified  VIETNAMESE  linguist  to, 
the  division  lias  yielded  immediate  and  significantly  beneficial  results. 
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Th0  ns  linguist  has  bufin  ur.i^H  i!-»  :-iTDcj.-r«pn.ticiii  or  important  ro'^'s  to  produce 
ran' 'I  «•*'  cactical  significance  v/ithout  the  necessity  of  the  time- 

consuming  process  of  translation.  The  possibility  of  errors  inherent  in 
translation  tlxrough  an  intermediary  has  also -been  reduced  to  a  minimum. 

Obseryation: The  assignment  of  qualified  US  ‘.Array  VIETNAMESE  linguists 
enhances  the  rapid  and  accurate  interrogation  of  POW's,  translation  of 
important  captured  documents,  and  conduct  of  business  with  VIETMAfiESE ,  either 
friendly  or  enemy,  which  repTiireB  rapidity  and  accurac''-.  US~VIETNAMESE  linguists 
-have  not  been  assigned  in  s\ifficient  numbers  to  provide  the  division  with  an 
adequate  capability  in  this  respect,  A  minimum  of  ten  US  Armj'-  VIETNAMESE 
linguists  should  be  assigned  to  the  division. 

RequirOTent  for  LRRP  Platoons 

Itemy  An  adequate  number  of  LRRP  teams  to  cover  an  extensive  area  of  operations. 

Discussj-on r  During  Operation  FRANCIS  M/vRION,  the  division  was  responsible  for 
an  area  of  operations  in  excess  of  3,000  square  miD.es  that  i.ncluded  all  of 
one  province  and  portions  of  two  other  highland  provinces  adjacent  to  the 
CAMBODIAN  Border. 

One  brigade  had  the  mission  of  screening  the  CAIffiODIAN  Border  in  western 
PLEIKU  Province. .The  brigade's  LRRP' platoon  conducted  surveillance  of  the 
border  area  in  front  of  th'e  brigade  screen  and  to.  the  flanks  of  the  brigade 
area  of  operations. 

Another  brigade  operated  primarily  in  the  central  and  eastern  portions 
of  the  province  and'  used  their  LRRP  platoon  to  .  screen  the  flanks  of  the  ai*ea 
of  operations  and  to.  conduct  surveillance  and  interdict  enemy  infiltration 
routes  in  the .  ar.ea...,  ,  , 

The  third  brigade. of  the  division  was  OPCON  to  another  division  and 
operated  as  a  separate  task  force  in  another  part  of  the  country. 

The  division's  IRRP  platoon  operated -in  the 'areas  not  covered  by  the 
brigade  areas  of  operations  and  at  times  supplemented  the  brigade  platoons. 

All  four  LRRP  platoo ns, one  at :  each  brigade  and  one  at  division,  were 
organized  frcan  local  resources  and  •  represented  a  nianpower  drain  on  the  qcsnbat  : 
units  t.o  maintain  these  vital  units  at'  operating  strength. 

Observation:  To  provide  adequate  ground  reconnaissance  over  widely  diverse 
brigade  areas  of  operation  it  is  essential  that  each  brigade  have  an  organic 
LRRP  platoon  to  provide  brigade  operations  with  an  adequate  surveillance  and 
reconnaissance  capability,  A  fourth  platoon  is  required  at  division  level  to 
provide  the  same  capability  to  the  three  armor  units  and  infantry  battalion 
task  forces  operating  under  division  control. 
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Item:  Reporting  procedures.  ■  '  ' '  ■  , 

At  all  times  and  uspeeially  wiion’ opbrating  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  enemy,..  LRRP's  must  be  trained 'to  pt^ovido  reports'  that 
are  brief,  clear  and  concise.  .Sufficient  informa.tion  must  be  given  to  form 
the  basis  for  reaction  to  sightings  or  contacts  but  this  must  be  accomplished 
wit']  a 'minijuum  tiiue  spent  la  radio  transmission.  This  requi nmient  has  bc.comc 
more  ijnportant  x>rhQn  radio  relay  stations  are  used  and  information  must., pans 
tiiTough  several  operators  which  .'increases  the  changes  of  distortion. 

O^bservation-  LRRP's  including  radio  relay  personnel,  must  be  trained 
extensively  on  radio  reporting  procedures  so  that  complete,  clear  and 
concise  reporting  is  accomplished  routinely. 

Itjmi;  Teamvfork  between  LIlRPs  and  aircrews, 

Discussioii :  Operations  have,  revealed  a  necessity  for  'IRRPs  and  aircrev/s  to 
work  together  as  a  team  to  permit  rapid  insertion  and  extraction  under  all 
conditions.  The  covering  support  of  gunships  must  fit  into  the  plan  to 
r'linimize  fire  on  the  troop-carrying  aircraft  and  be  able  to  provide  maximum 
fire  support  for  the  extraction  or  insertion.  '' 

Observation;  Aircrews  and  LRRP's  must  be  trained  together  for  extraction 
and  insertion  operations  with  the  aircrews  participating  in  tlr:  briefing 
of  patrbls.  Time  should  be  devoted  to  joint  rehearsals  to  provide  a 
coordinated  effort  and  maximum  support  for  IRRPs  during'' extractions  and 
insertions. 

I^P  Alertnes_s  ■.  >  . 

Itan:  Sleeping  schedules:  for  missions. 

2i,§£.Aspi9n:  It  was  deterndned  that,  certain  LRRP  teams  were  attempting  to 
stay  awake  throughout  the, duration  of  a  mission  by  using  stimulants.  The,-  ,, 
result  of  this  was  a  marked  decrease  in  individual  efficiency  or  respon¬ 
siveness.  A  definite  watch  program  must  be  established  to  allow  each 
member  at  least  four  hours  sleep  a,  night  to  maintain  the  necessary  degree.-  , 
of  alertness.  '  , 

The  U,3e  of  stimulants  by  IRRP  members  to  remain  -awake  through¬ 
out  patrols  results  in  a  decline  in  effectiveness  after  several  .days. 

Sleeping  schedules  must  be  arranged  to  .provide  needed  rest  during  an  operation 
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Item/  Limitations  of  present  radio  .equipment.  '/ 

piscussion'  The  '/iN/PRC-25  radio  presently  used  bv  LRRP  teams  has  been  only 
moderatelir  satisfactory  for  t-nicj  -cTpc  oi  operation.  Probiem  areas  include 
weight,  ra-’ff':  and  the  line  of  .sight  transmission.  The  LRRP  of  necessity 
muat  travel  with  a  minimum  of  equipment  and  the  additional  weight  of  the 
.vN/PRG-25  is  considered  excessive  for  their  operations.  He  often  operates 
at  extended  distances  frum  friendly  stations  and  the  short  range  of  the  . 
AN/PRC-25  requires  use  of  .radio  relay.  The  line  of  sight  of  transmission 
limitation  poses  a  definite  restriction  on  where  LRRP  teams  can  be  employed 
and  in  many  cases  causes  the  emplojnnent  of  an  additional  team  to  act  as 
p  radio  relay.  • 

Observation;  A  need  exists  for  a  light  weight  radio  that  has  the  capability 
of  long  range  transmission-  without  signal  attenuation  that  is  caused  bv 
.lungle  foliage  or  hill  masses.  Until  such  a  radio  is  made  available 
operations  must  be  planned  within  the  limitations  of  present  equipment. 

nffiP  Replacement_s 

Item:  DEROS  effect  on  LRRP  strenghta. 

Discuasion:  During  Operation  FRANCIS. MARION,  a  period  of  time  was  encountered 
where  the  majority  of.. LRRP  personnel  within  a  single  platoon  rotated  within  ' 
a  short  period  of  time.  -Each  platoon  was.  faced  with  this  same  problem 'and 
as  a  raault  the  operational  capability  of  the  particular  platoon,. w4s  hampered 
until  replacements  .cpuld  be  -obtained  and  trained;  Most  critical  was  the  Joss', 
qf  team;  leaders.  /  .  ,  , 

Observation:  Replac^ents  must  be  programm-^  into  a  LRRP  platoon  .in  advan,be  ' , 
of  anticipated  losses.  This  will  require  a  temporary  overstrengtn:- to  'eidst ' 
but  will  allow  for  a  transition  to  be  made  with--a: minim.um  loss  of  'r- 
operational  capability,  .  Losses  of  team  leaders  must  be  anticipated  and  new  ■ 
team  leaders  selected  .before  the  loss-  occurs.  '  -'b  ' 

Indigenous  Personnel  on  IHR? ' s  ’  ■  ,  ' 

Intern;  Use  of  indigenous  personnel  on  LRRP-  te<  as. 

Discussion:  ■  Effective  use  has  been  ^^ad«4  of  RHADE-'MOMTAGNAMS  .o'n-not  only 
Hawkeye -teams,  but  also.  LRRP-t'oams.' .  The^.'RHADE  have  shown  native ;  abilities 
in  observation  and  the  detection  of  indications  ,  of  ' uhusual.-, conditions  wfiich 
ccanplement  the  abilities,- of  .US  raerabers.  ,  Their-  ^se- has-  greatly- be.nefi-tted 
LRRP  and. Hawkeye. operations  and  th'e'results  justify  dhy  difficulties  '■5 
encountered  in  recruiting -and  training  them.;  •  ''  '  '-'C 
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O^bservatj  on  :  MaJcLinum  use  should  be  made  df  indigenous  personnel  in  LRRP;^F^.. 
activitlea.  Their  capabilities  and  knowledRe  complement  .those  of  UC  IlUlP 
members  t<  form  an  effective  team. 

yiRP  Impati once ,  ■  ,  ^ 

^tem;  Impatience  on  the  papt  of  LRRP  team  members.,  ■ 

Discussion:  THRP  teams  on  a  mission  have  a  tendenev  to  continually  chani^e 
their  position  rather  than  remain  .stationary -and  obsemre  a  single  location. 

When  activity  is  slight  or  nonexistent  in  an  area  the  team  .v/ill  bocorae 
impatient  and  soon  move  to  another  area  in. a  search  of  enemy  activity. 

Each  time  a  team  moves  they  expose  themselves  to  possible  compromise. by  natives 
or  detection  by  the  enemy,  and  lessen  their  chances  of  completing  their  mission 
successfully.  There  have  been  numerous  instances  where  compromise  has 
occurred  because  of  the  impatience  of  LRRP  teams  and  cons equehtly.tLp  full  ' 
potential  of  the  team  was  not  realized, 

Observation;  lilRP  team  members  must  be  instilled  with  quiescence  and  overcome 
the  tendency  to  move  based  upon  impatience  on  the  part  of  patrol  members . 

(3)  Personnel,  ■  .  1  ■ 

Itan:  The  effect  of  a  large  rotation  of  personnel  within  a  unit. ,  , 

Discussion:  Several  significant  problems  were  encountered  as  the  result  of 

the  large  personnel  rotiations  that  look  place  following 'the  deployment  anniversary 

date  of. the  battalions..  Replacements  did  not  become  available  to  the  units  ' 

S3  quickly  as  the  unit  lost  men  rotating  to  CONUS,  Additionally,  the  .large" 
influx  of  new  personnel  that  were  received  completely  cha’^ged  the  character 
of  the  previously  experienced  battalion.  During,  an  engag^mient  involving  a  ■ 
battalion  that  was  in  the  process  of  rotating' a  l,arge  niamber  of  its  personnel, 
the  field  strength  of  the  line  companies  was  less  thari' one  hundred  officers 
and  men.  In  addition  there  had  been  an  almost  complete  titrnover  of  ,  small  unit  • 
leaders,  both  commissioned  and  noncommissioned  officers.,  and  as  a  rddult,  the 
tactical  experience  of  the  battalion  was  gr'eatlv  reduced.  The  two  companies 
that  made  the  contact  with  two  battalions of  an  NVA .regiment  were  not  as 
prepared  for  the  violence  of  the  engagement.^ as  would  have  been  two  experienced 
companies. 

Observation:  As  the  anniversary  date  of  a  battalion  approaches, ,. it  must  be 
recognized  that  for  a  period  of- time,  the  tactical  experience  level  of  staff  ' 
and  unit  leaders  iri.ll  be  reduced'- sharply  as  . the  unit  assimilates  new -personnel . 

The  combat  effectiveness  of  a, .unit  that  has  .lust  .experienced  the  rotation  of  . 
a  majority  of  its  experienced  personnel  is  indirectly:  propqrtinate'tO- the 
number  of  new,  inexperienced  personnel:  i.e,  a  unit  constituted  of  70^ 
ments  is  30^  combat  effective.  Efforts  to  eliminate  the  rotation  of  a  majority 
of  a  unit's  personnel  within  the  span  of  one  or  two  months  are  ese*3ntlal  to 
preserving  the  effectiveness  of  all  units  of  a  division.  The  USARV  program  is 
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attempting  to  even  out  the  rotatj.onal  humps  of  all  units  in  RVN  bv  intra¬ 
theater  transfer.  This  t:^rpe  of  prograru  was  accomplished  successfully  on 
a  smaller  scale  between  the  4th  Division  i.rtillor'f  and  the  52d  Artillery 
(Iroup.  In  addition  to  these  internal  programs,  units  being  sent  to  RVN 
from  CONUS  should  be  composed  of  personnel  who  will  DEROS  through  ETS  in 
all  the  months  before  a  unit  completes  one  vear  in  country.  This  would 
result  in  less  of  an  infusion  pi'ograni  for  t'le  unit  and  replacements  would 
coiiie  through  normal  replan  am  e.'nt  of  pertonnel. 

(4)  Logistics.  ' 

Use  o.f  ..Tracked  Carj^o_  Vehicles 

Item:  Reduction  of  CH-4?  resupply  sorties  by  using  tracked  cargo  vehicles. 

Discussion:  The  armored  uni.ts  of  the  division  in  "the  conduct  of  search 
and  destroy,  and  reconnaissance  and  security  mi.ssions,  operate  in  areas 
that  are  covered  with  secondary  grovrt.h  or  lew  order  iungle.  Roads  and 
vehicular  trails  are  non-existent  in  these  areas  and  so  the  tracked  vehicles 
cut  their  own.  The  resultant  tracks  do  not  permit  anv  type  of  wheeled  vehicles 
to  follow,  and  therefore  leaves  the  unit  without  an  adequate  organic  means  of 
resupply. 

Presently  to  resupply  an  armored  unit  operating  off  the  roads,  numerous 
CH-47  "Hook"  sorties  are  required- to  transport  the  quantities  of  fuel, 
ammunition  and  rations  necessary  to  sustain  the  unit.  To  be  dependeht  upon, 
"Hook"  resupply  for  all  items  is  not  desireable  for  several  reasons:  The 
availability  of  aircraft*  the  cost  involved,'  both  in  aircraft  operation 
and  in  man-hours  required*  and  the  -vulnerability  of  the  aircraft  in  a  close 
combat  support  role. 

Observay.onj  The  substitution  of  the  M-548  full . tracked  cargo  carriers 
for  an  equal  number  of  5  ton  trucks  would  pro-vide  the  armored  units  with  the 
capability  of  resupplying  themselves  overland  and  significantly  reduce,  if 
not  eliminate,  the  number  of  critical  "Hook"  sorties  required  to  resupply 
these  units.  ' 

Tankdozer.s 

Ttciiu:  utilisation  of  tankdosors. 

Discussion:  During  cross  country  movements  by  armor  units,  many  obstacles 
are  encountered.  The  most  difficult  are  the  s-treams, and  thick  jungle  vegetation. 
The  utilization  of  a  tankdozer  greatly  facilitates  overcoming  these  obstacles 
and  especially  aids  in  crossing  streams, 
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Observation-  Since  the  tfiiRc  units  ,  are  most  often  employed  by  platoons 
addition  of  a  bulldozer  ki.t  to  one  of  the  tiihks  in  each  platoon  would  greatly 
enhance  the  cross  country  movement  capability  of  the  unit.  The  added  weight 
of  the  bua.ldozer  kit  (apprcximitley  three -toris)  would  not  reduce  the  capabilities 
of  the  tank.  ■ 

Caliber_  5y?l 

Xtom'  The  tank  mounted  caliber  ,50  machine  gun. 

P.i.?.9y.ssion  r  The  caliber  .50  machine  gun  mounted  in  the  coirmiander '  s  cupola  of 
the  M-48A3  tank  has  caused  the  armor  units  Wiany  problems.  In  the  manner 
it  is  presently  mounted  on  the  tarlc  the  weapon  is  virtually  usless.  The 
ammunition  container  holds  only  50  rounds  which  is  insufficient.  The  charging 
cable  breaks  too  easily  and  the  weapon  is  mounted  in  such  a  way  as  to  make 
loading  and  operation  difficult. 

Observation:  ■' A  modification  is  needed  on  the  caliber'  .50  machine  gun.  mount, 
so  that  the  tank  may  make  maximujn  use  of  all  the  firepower  it  possesses. 

One  method  that  has  been  used  with  some  success  is  to  mount  the  machine  gun 
in  a  pedestal  mount  that  has  been  welded  to  the  top  of  the  turret  outsid.e  of 
the  cupola. 

Coa:xial'  Maohine  gun  , 

Item;  M-73  Coaxial  machine  mui  malfunction. 

Discussion:-  During  sustained  firing,  the  retainer  clamp,  which  secures  the 
flash-hider  and  gas  booster,  breaks  away,  releasing  the  flash-hider  ahd- gas 
booster,  which  results  in  the  weapon  becoming  inoperative. 

Observation-:  A  modification  of  the  M-73  coaxial  machine  gun  to  improve  the 
durability  of  the  retainer  clip, .would  increase  the  weapon's  effectiveness  in 
hea-vy  and  sustained  combat  operations. 

External  Interphone  System 

Item:  Ebcternal  Interphone  System  on  the  M-48A3  tank. 

Discussion;  The  external  phone  greatly  aids  and  facilitates  ta^l^  -  infantrj'- 
operations.  Because  of  the  location  of  the  external  phone  on  the  rear  fender 
of  the  tank,  it  is  higlily  susce-ptible  to  being  torn  off  by  the  thick  vegetation 
in  which  the  units  must  operate. 

To  retain  the  much  needed  capability  of  the  external  phone  it 
should  be  relocated  to  a  less  vulnerable  position  on  the  tank. 
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5  Ton ' Wreckers 

Item:  Increase  5-ton  v.rruckers  available  to  a  brnr^do. 

Discussion'  The' present  TOE  doe?  not  authorize,  the  number  of  wreckers 
that  could  be  gainfully  employed  vri.thi.n  the  brigades.  With  individual 
units  split  between  two  and  sometimos  three  locations,  t!ie  need  for 
additionil  v/reckers  i  s  incroasod.  In  addition,  wi.th  t.he  placement  of  an 
ammunition  supply  point  and  a  forward  supply  element  withi.n  a  brigade 
area  of  operation,  additional  wreckers  or  similar  machinery  is  a  must 
to  meet  the  added  work  load  involved  in  operating  these  facilities, 

Obseryation_;^  T'wo  additional  5-ton  wreckers  s'nould  be  allocated  to  brigades 
for  efficeint  operation  of  the  ASP  and  the  FSE, 

(5)  Civic  Action. 

VIETN;yMESE_  and  MONTAGNA^D 

Item:  Shortage  of  AEVN  VIETNAMESE' and  MOMTAGNJiRD  Interpreters. 


Discussion:  A  present  shortage  of  interpreters  assinged  to  the  division 
hinders  both  combat  and  admini sti'ative  operations,  delays  intelligence 
exploitation  of  detainees,  and  impedes  the  civil  affairs  program.  To  help 
alleviate  the  problem  in  the  long  run,  the  assignment  of  ten  US  Army  VIETNAM^E 
linguists  has  been  authorized  when  they  become  available.  In  the'  interim 
period  and  even  after  the  US  linguists  are  assigned,  the  division  'will  still 
depend  on  ARVN  interpreters.  These  interpreters  are  in  short  supply  because 
ARVM  needs  personnel  with  proficiency  in  English  for  its  own  use. 


In  our  area  of  responsibility,  an  additional  problem  exists  which  is  not 
experienced  by  most  US  units  in  VIETNAK.  The  division  must  deal  extensively 
'rfith  three  or  more  MONTAGNARD  tribes  whose  dialects  are  mutually  unintelligible. 
ARVN  has  not  been  able  to  provide  sufficient  interpreters  for  two  reasons. 

First,  ARVN  itself  has  extensive  need  for  MCafTAGEARD  -  VISTNAl'IESE  interpreters. 
Secondly,  and  more  important,  the  MONTAGNART)$:  in- ARVN  have  little,  or  no 
opportunity  to  learn  English.  As  an  interim, measure,  interpreter  teams  pair 
a  VIETN/AMESE-speaking-  MONTAGNARD  with  an  English-s.peaking  VISTNAl'IESE  to 
communicate  through  a  double  translation  process..  ,  This  is  not  satisfactory, 
since  it  as  tame— con5unn,ug,  and  much  anformation  as  lost  or  distorted  an  the 
double  translations.  However,  as  a  temporary  solution,  double  translation  is 
acceptable.  The  division,  also  hires  English-speaking  MONTAGNARD  civilians, 
most  of  whom  speak  VIETNAMESEi''  l"/hile  this  is  a  workable  solution./it  is 
expensive,  and  the  personnel  so  hired  frequently  prove  to  be  unreliable. 

The  ability  to  use  these  civilians  in  combat. operations  is  also  limited. 

Observations :  In  that  the  GVN  does  not  have  the.,  capability  to  ,  furni  sh 
additional, interpreters,  a  program  for  training  additional  .VIETNAMESE  and 
MONTAGNARD' interpreters'  should  be  initiated.  ^ 
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US  personnel  working  wi  tii  tfie  MONTAGNARDS  who  have  an  adequate 
aptitude  should  , be  required  to  learn  the  language.  '  > 

The  training  of  US-VIETNAMESS  lirtguists  should  be  increased,  to  the. 
extent  required  to  maintain  ten  of  these- linguists  assigned  to  the  division  , 
at  all  timso.  '  . 

^'^J19yi®*®rLt_b!f  V, 

Itqn-,  The  use  of  edible  garbage  from  the  base  camp  areas  to  improve  the  ' 
productinn  of  pork  by  the  local  populace.-- 

MseuSsijen:  A  considerabi.e •  amount  of  edible  garbage  was  generated  daily 
by  tile  mess  halls  in  base  camp  areas  and  was  being  hauled  to  the  sanitary  -fill  " 
and  buried.  The  swine  being  raised  by  the  MONTAGitiRDS  in  the  TAOR  were 
scrawny  and  were  obviously  not  very  productive.  It  was  determined  that  the 
edible  garbage  instead  of  being  buried  could  be  put  to  use  in  improving  the 
productivity  of  the  local-  pigs,  '  This  became  a  civic  action  project  and 
excellent  results  were  realized  in  a  relatively  short  period  of  time. 

Observation-  The  use  of  edible  garbage  from  base  camp  areas  to  feed  the  swine 
of  the  local  inhabitants  has  aided  the  base  camp  in  disposing  of  the  garbage 
and  has  made  a  substantial  .contribution  in  the  civic  action  program:"'  -'  -  ' 

(6)  Engineer,  g  -  -  'A  .  ..  ■ 

Minesweeps 

Item;  Sweeping  of  LLOC's  for  mj.hes, 

Discussion;  The  major-  enemv  harassing  tactic  that  has  been  used  against 
the  movement  of  vehicles  and  convoys -over  the  LLOC'  s  has  been  the  U9*3-  of 
mines.  The  enemy  has  made  extensive  aise  of  pressure  detonated  antirvehicular 
mines  consisting  of  US  artillery  and  mortar  rounds,  'Air  Force  bombs  and  ■  . 
CHieOM  MLil  AT  mines  with  TNT- -booster's.'  During  Operation  FRANCIS  M,\BI0N, 

92  vehicles,  wheeled; and  tracked,' were  damaged  by -mines.  The  only  method 
available  to  sweep  the  roads. has  been  the  use  of  dismount  d  minesweep  teams. 
Though  tills  method  was  highly  effective;,  it'  was  extremel,y  time  consuming 
and  an  inefficient  use  of  manpowqf,'' considering  that  a  minimum  of  42  kilometers 
of  road  had  to  be  cleared'-diiily  before  the'' resUppl-V^'convo.ys  could  proceed. 

Observation'  Although  dismoimted  minesweep  t'eams  are  successful  in  detecting 
enemy  mines,  their  employment  has  an  adverse  effect 'on  the  movement  of 
vehicles  over  the  LLOC's.  A  vehicular  raouhted  mine  detector  is  greatly 
needed  to  speed  up  the  clearing  process  and  to  free  manpovrer  that  could  be 
utilized  to  good' advantage -'elsewhere,  ^  ■ 
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'  "  Combat  Engineer  Companjj53 

It_^;  Orf^anization  of  a  fourth  squat’  in  the  line  platoons  of  the  Combat 
Enginaer  Companies, 

^■SOUssiioni ■  '■  Thte  rational  behind  the  organization.. pf.  the  engineer  combat 
cbmpahy  is” that'  the  company  vdll  be  capable  of  providing  direct  engineer 
■support  tO' a' brigade  ^ized  unit,  vdth.a  platoon  in  support  of  each  infantry 
battalion,  and'  a  squad  in  ar^pport  of  each  rifle  company.  This  concept  works 
"Well  in  VIETNAM  where  infantry  battalions  are  widely  separated  and  operate 
two  or  more  company  sized  search  and  destroy  operations  out  of  the  battalion 
fire  base.  The  engineer,  squad  attached  to  the  infantry, company  on  a  search 
and  destroy  operation  provides  support  in  stream  crossing,  clearing  landing 
zones  for  medical  evacuation  and  other,  pux*poses,  and  destruction  of  tunnel  and 
bunker'  complexes.  The  squad  that  remains  with  the . infantry  company  in  the  fire 
base  assists  the  battalion  in  clearing  fields  of  fire  around  the  fire  base, 
construction  of  field  fortifications,  minesveqps  and  other  tasks  as  required. 

ObserVatioh:  'At  the  present  time  two  factors  prevent  the  combat  engineer 
companies  from  providing  support  to  the  infantry  within  this  concept.  First 
by  normal  TOE,  the  engineer  squad  is  conroosed  of  10  engineer  soldiers.  By 
MTOllj "  two  pi'bn'eers  were  eliminated  from  the  squads  to  provide  spaces  for 
additional  equipment  operators  and  maintenance  personnel  commensurate  with 
additional  items  of  heavy  equifment  which  were  also  added  by  MTOE  especially 
for  use  on  VIETNAM,  This  was  a,  logical  trade  off  since  the  equipment  had 
proven  most  beneficial  and  the  eight  man  squad  could  still  perform  its  mission. 
The  additional  factor  which  has  overstretched  .the-. capability  of  the  engineer 
company  at  platobn  itevel  is  the  addition  of  a  four-tb  rifle  company  to  each  of 
the 'i'nfanti^h  battalions.  By  reorganizing  the  squads  within  the  platoon  to 
support ■ -^T  fonr' companie.s,  the  size  is  reduced  to  six  engineer  soldi.ers, 
which' is'- too  Sliiiall' a  unit  to' provide  the  .support  required,  especially  to 
provide ''ebneurrefit  fire  base,  develqjment  ' and  mine,?weeps.  ,, 

'  '  ■  Soil' Foundation  Engineering  • 

Item"  Soil  foundation  engineering  in  preparation  for  monsoon  season. 

Discussion;  The  natural  soil  found  in  tiie  FRANCIS  lURION  area,  of  operations 
is  highly  sensitive  in  that  the  shear  strength  is  reduced  significantly  by 
remolding.-  The  soil  is  highly  influenced  by  moisture.  As  a  result,  any 
soil  foundation  must  be’' well  .drained  and  disturbance  should  be  minimized  . 
during  the  monsoon  seaaon.  .  The  laterite  .  .syurface  of  the  roads,  'was  crowned,  to 
provide  drainage,  but  at  the  sdmie  time,  the  ePown  created  a  safety  hazard  , 
because  of  the  slippery  conditions  of  the  wet  clay.  This  problem  can  be 
solved  by  a  ylaily  sanding,  of  the  roads,  particularly  the  intersections. 

Ammunition  supply  point  construction  must  receive  strong  engineering 
emphasis.  Of  paramount  importance,  is  the  dra-i'h^ge  pattern.  Since  most  of 
the  ASP's  were  constructed  in  the  dry  season,  .drainage  was  overlooked.  The 
traffic  pattern  within  the  ASP  whore  heavy  trucks  maneuver  must  be  sufficiently 
reinforced  with  rock.  .  An.y  areas  without  such  reinforcement  deteriorate  , 
rapidly  and . corrective  vrork  is  most  difficuilt- during  the  wet  season. 
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:  technique^ U9ed  to  correct  drainage  was  quite  sijpple  and  many  , 

the  ^obletns  areas^were' corrected  b'  shovel  work.  ,Each  bole  or  "puddleT  J-  j,. 
in  the  road  was  dr^iried  ''nightly  and.  at  random  intervals  during  the  day  --  'iby.  ■  • 
a  drainage  teanf  rissfpbhsible  for  this  work;  -  No  heav\'  equipment  or  tracked' 
vehicles  were  allOwbd  oniiaaior  sections  of  .the  road  net.  Areas  of  deterioration 
were  filled  with -rdp^,'  when  available,  and  areas  where  vehicles  were  required 
to  turn  were  Reinforced  with  rock.,.  These  points  of  intensive  wear  were  ■ 
protected  as  wtli  by  having  an  abrasive  surface  for  skid  control. 

Obseirvation; '  Construction  involving  soil  disturbance  must  provide  for 
reinforcement  of  the  .soil 'foundation,  especially  if  the  area  receives  heavy  • 
vehicle  traffic.  Prior  plans  must  provide  a  drainage  system,  that  will  ■  ' 
adequately  carrj’-  away  the  hea'vy  runoff  of  the  monsoon  rains.  After' the  monSoon 
season  begins,  quick  attention  to  the  roadway  and  the  turn  around 'kreas  'at 
the  first  sign  of  deterioration  v411  prevent  complete  failure  of  the  roadway 
or  turn  arounds. 

b.  Recommendations.  It  is  recommended  that: 

(1)  ■  A 'vehicular  mounted  Mne  detector,  be  developed  and  issued 
to  units,  in  the  field'-  at  the  earliest  practicable  d^te. 

(2)  Tracked  cargo,  vehicles,  M-54P,  be  substituted,  for  a 
portion  of  the  wheeled  cargo  vehicles  authorized  armor  and  cavalry  units  v' 
to  facilitate  resupply  in  areas  only; ’traffi cable  to  tracks. 

'  (3)  Personnel  and  equipment,., for  a  fourth  squad  be  added  to 

the  three  line  platoons  of  the  Cprabat  Engineer  Companies  (A,B,C  and  D) 
of  the  Combat  Engineer  Battalion',  so  that  adequate  support  can  be  provided 
the  fourth  rifle  company  that  W9.s  added,  in'  the , reorganization  of  the  infantry 
battalions,  , . 

.  (4)  Additional  track  vehicle  mechanics  and  associated 
equipment  be  authorized  the  ■Maihtenance"'Battali9n  tq.,coi^ensate  for  the 
increase  in  tracked  'vehicle  density  in  the  division,  (Ohe,  infantry’ battalion 
has  converted  to  liiechani-zed  and  one  additional-  cavalry  squadron  has  been 
attached.)  The  total  aMor,  cavalry,  mechanized  and  se.lf -propelled  units 
supported  by  the  division' s'Maintenance  Battalion  are:  one  armor  battalion, 
two  cavalry  squadrons,  on&  mechanized  inf^antry  battalion,  and  one  self-propelled 
medium  artillery  battalion. 

(5)  Nine  bulldozer  kits  be  authorized  the  tank  battalion.,  ■ 

for  mounting  on  one  tank  in  each  platoon,;...  This  addition  w^uid  increase;  the 
crosc  country  movement  potential  of  the,  platoons,,. '  "  1  i  i  '' 

(6)  Additional 'material  handling  equipnent  and  5  ton  wreckers 

be  issued  the  Divisioh  Support  Command:  so  that  sufficient  equipment  is  "i-  • 

available  to  adequately  support  a  minimum  of  two  FSE'  s  and  noiWl  bASe  camp 
logistj cal  activltleB.  '■ 
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(7)  The  Artillery  School  emphasize  training  in  the  adjust¬ 
ment  of  artillery  by  sound  alone, 

!  ■ *rt  ' 

(8)  The  training  of  VIETNAMESE-MONfAGJJARB  interpreters  be 

accomplished.-  the  training  of  US— VXETNAiiESE  lingifLsta'be  increased;  and 
that  selected  US  personnel  working  with  the  MOMTAGNARDS  he  required  to  learp 
the  language.  ■'  , 

(9)  Each  brigade  be  authorized  a  IRRP  platoon  and  that  a  LRRP. 
platoon  be  authorized  at  di.-vision  level  for  operations-  under  division 
control. 

(lO)  Thfi  "lessons  learned"  contained  in  this  report  be 
made  available  to  those  individuals  and  agencies  responsible  for  the  training 
of  persoi-inel  to  be  assigned  to  the  Republic  of  VIETNAM. 

16.  (C)  COMMANDER'S  ANALYSIS: 

With  the  termination  of  Operation  FRANCIS  MRION  the  4th  Infantry- 
Division  also  rounded  out  ,its  first  year  of  combat  in  VIETNAM.  It  was  a 
long  and  arduous  year  wi-th  many  hard  fought  battles,  in  which  the  soldiers 
of  the  division  performed  admirably. 

The  area  in  which  the  battles  of  FRANCIS  MARION  were  fought  was  very 
much  the  same  as  that  over  which  previous  operations  -  PAUL  REVEEIE  IV  and 
SAM  HOUSTON  -  were  fought.  The  bulk  of  our  contacts  occurred  in  the  CHU 
GOUNGOT  -  CHU  YAM  Mountain  area  which  is  located  between  DUG  CO  on  thq 
south  and  PLEI  DJEEIEKI  on  the  north  and  bounded  east  and  west  by  Highway 
14B  and  the  CAMBODIAN  Border.  The  terrain  inside  that  square  is  mountainous 
vdth  deep  valleys  and  is-  densely  covered  with--  double  canopied  -jungle. 

Bordering  this  area  to  the  east, and  south  are  rolling  hills  interspersed  ■ 

■with  open  areas, -but  these  are  deceptive  for  tall  elephant  grass,  and  bamboo 
clog  many  of  these  areas.  .Tliis ‘then  was  the  terrain  over  whi oh  much  . of  FRANCIS 
Mi'iRIOK  was  fought.  ■ 

The  weather  during  the  period  favored  the  foot  mobility  of  the 
enemy.  Maj’’  through  September- were  the  months- of  the  southwest  monsoons 
that  restricted  both  our  land  and  air.  mobility.  r  , 

•  •  •  't,/ 

It  wais  i-n  tliis.  environment  that  FRANCIS  M»\RION  began.  In  Operation 
SAM  HOUSTON  the’  enemy  had  beeh  soundly  defeated  and  forced  back  into  his 
CAMBODIAN  sanctuary.  With  the  beginning  of  the  summer  monsoons  he  began 
deploying  back  across  the  border  into  South  VIETNAM.  This  chtallange  was  met 
squarely  an4  in  nine  days  in  May  the  enemy '.s  monsoon  offensive  was  halted 
hardly  before  it-  had  begun.  In  July  two  other  attempts'-  Were  made  by  the 
enemy  to  salvage  a  measure  of  success  from  his  unsuccessful  offensive,  but 
these  forays  into’ the  division’ s  area  of  operations  were  also  soundly  defeated 
and  the  enemy  was  rai^ain  driven  back- into  hi  iS  safehaven.  • 
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ITp  to  thi.3  point  enemy  tactics  had  been  pretty  much  the  sajiie.  I 

those  ire  had  encountered  during  Operation  SAM  HOUSTON.  Tliey  attacked  our''  ’  ' 
companies  -  whihe  on  ui.e  move  during  search  and  destroy  missions  and  avoided 
ground  attacks  on  prepared  positions.  In  the  attacks  on  our  patrolling  ;  :  - 
companies  ho  vrould  cmploj''  all  the  tactics  tiiat  had  become  so  familiar* 

''  '  a.  The  employment  of  trail  watchers  along  the  friendly  route 
of  advance  to  report  our  moi'oraents  and  to  lure  our  units  into  areas  which 
favored  -his  tactical  C'ispo;:t:i on. 

b.  Atteinptoo.  to  p\;i  dova:  maneuver  elements  who  were  in  a 
position  to  reinforces  units  in  contact. 

o.  Used  sm.y  ers  in  trees  extensively. 

d.  Employed  huggiag  tactics  when  in  contact  with  our  units  (staying 
iJl- close- to  aviod  the  effects  of  eur  fire  support). 

-  e.  ..Fought  from  unprppared  or  hastily  prepared  positions,  employing 
a  heavy  volume  of  small  ar^.’-s,  automatic  weapons,  mortars  and  B-40  rockets  in 
his  attacks.  ■ ■' 

A  minor  change,  bnt  an  effective  one,  was  the  enemy's  increased 
use  of  rockets  to  deliveh  aocnarate  and  deadly  fire  on  the  unit  in  contact. 

After  the  contact^- an  July  the- enemy  appear^  to  change  his  tactics 
drastically.  He  fragmen  sci.  some  of  ihis.-  forces  into  s&iall  groups  and  moved 
them  into  the  Central  Highlands.  He  cooperated  more 'closely  with  the  local 
VIET  CONG .than  he  bad  befoi-e  and  initiated  a  series  of  harassing  attacks 
against  LLOC'  s^.  bases  in' 'the  area  and-dn  one  instance  ambushed  a  resupply 
convoy.  Elements  of  tvro  battalions  were  identified  deep  in  the  Highlands* 
one  northwest  of  PLEIKU'nbar  PLEI.  IIRCW?  and- another  iA;'"the  DAK  PAYAU  Valley 
east-; 'of  JrASIKU.  .... 

;■  The  .enemy' s  change  in' tactics  dictated  that  we’  change  our  tactics 
correspondingly.  Our  units  had  to  loosen  up  break  down  into  platoon 
and  squad .  33,2^.. patrol  elements  so  that- we  could  cover  more  ewea  in  our 
searches  for. the  elusive  enemy.  Tiii's.did  not  come  .easy. tp' our  troops. 
Heretofore,  .-when  operating  in  close' 'JjroJJimitiy  of  the  CAMBODIAN  Border, 
ccgnpany  s.lze  patrols  ^th  anothar^vutii-t-'V^thio  one'hour' s  "reinforcing  distance 
was  the  standard,  kfh,eri^  platoons' were:  sent,  out  on  s'weeps,*  they  rarely  moved 
more  than  two  to  three  hundred- 'iiheters.  from  the  company  base.  .Tliis  was  a 
requirement  for  sur-vival.  . 

The  units  began  to  Idsson  up  in  the  search  and  destroy  operations..,- 
north  and  east  of  PLEIKU,  but  the  experiance  gained  in  the  May  and  July 
con'-,aots  Jhad  been  Sinfully  learned  and  vas  well  ingrained  in  the  units. 

It  took  considerable  emphasis  t."  Have  "the  cojppanies  initiate  platoon  and 
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squad  size  ambushs  and  conduct  patrol  operations  with  platoons  more  than 
300  meters  from  the  rest  of  the  oompamr,-  Soon  realizing  the  enem^^  units 
were  small,  infiltrating  groups,  ovir  units  began  working  in  smaller  elements 
over  a  much  larger  area.  They  had  only  scattered  contacts  with  small  groups 
of  NVA/VC  but  uncovered  num:.\rous  enemy  supply  caches,  and  base  and  rest  areas. 


The  performan..e  of  all  personnel  in  this  operation  was  uniformly 
excellent.  The  division  hao  nearly  a  100^  turn-over  of  personnel  during 
FRANCIS  MARION.  The  tvainiag  the  replacements  had  received  prior  to 
joining  the  division  was  sjch  that  they  had  little  trouble  assimilating  into 
the  units  and  becomdi.i;  members  of  the  fighting  team.  The  individual  soldier 
is  the  backbone  of  t!v..?.  war  in  VIETNAM,  He  is  tough,  capable  and  well  trained. 
Our  leaders,  noncommj  .-isioned  and  commissioned,  are  of  a  high  caliber/  Both 
the  soldier  and  the  lo;ader  made  a  good  account  of  themselves  in  all  phases 
of  the  oparaticn,. 


10  Inclosures 
as 

8  Overlays 
as 


W.  R.  PEERS 

Major  General,  USA 

Commanding 
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DISTRIBUTION: 


1  T  ACSFOR  "  DA 

1  -  OCMH  -  DA 
U  -  USACDC 

2  -  USCONARC 

1  -  CINCUSARPAC 

1  -  comjsmc^ 

1  -  DCG,  USAK7 

2  -  COST  ANAL  STUDY  C-P,  I'SMW 
6  -  CG,  I  FFORGEV 

1  -  CG,  ROK  V 

1  _  CcriOt,  Armed  Fci  ces  Goaff  College 
1  -  Goi'dt,  Ar.'iiy  Wai'  Gollc.(<e 
1  _  Comdt,  C  St  GS 
1  _  Comdt,  Armor  Sch 
1  «  Comdt,  Arty  Sch 
1  _  Comdt,  Avn  Sch 

1  _  Comdt,  Engr  Sch 

2  -  Corndt,  Inf  Sch 
1  _  Comdt,  Sig.  Sch 
1  _  Comdt,  USM 
1  „  CG,  Ft  Pdlk,  La 
1  _  CG,  Ist  Air  Cav  Div 
1  _  CG,  Americal  Div 
1  .  CG,  ROK  Capita:'  Div 
1  _  CG,  9th  ROK  Inf  Piv 
1  _  CG,  173d  Abn  Ede  (Sep) 

1  _  CG,  1st  Bde,  lO.l.st  Abn  Div 
1  _  CG,  196th  Lt  Ir.f  Bde 
1  DcA,  II  Corps 


1  -  CO,  3d  Bn,  12th  Inf 
1  -  CO,  1st  Bn,  Ikth  Inf 
1  -  CO,  1st  Bn,  22d  Inf 
1  -  GO,  1st  Bn,  35th  Inf 
1  -  CO,  2d  Bn,  35th  Inf 
1  -  CO,  4th  Avn  Bn 
]  “  CO,  4th  Engr  Bn 
i  -  CO',  124th  Sig.  Bn 
1  -  CO,  4th  Med  Bn 
1  -  CO,  4th  S&T  Bn 
1  -  CO,  704th  Maint  Bn 
1  -  ACofS,  G1 
1  -  ACofS,  G2 
1  -  ACofS,  G3 
1  -  ACofS,  G4 
1  -  ACofS,  G5 

1  -  Comdt,  4th  Div  Repl  Tng  Det 
5  -  TACP  (ALO),  4th  Inf  Div 
30  -  CO,  29th  Mil  Hist  Det 
1  -  A.G  File 


1  _  SA,  24th  STZ 
1  _  CO,  52d  Ac  by  Gp 
1  _  CO,  937th  Engr  Gp 
1  _  CO,  52d  Avn  Bn 
1  _  CO,  20th  Engr  Bn 
1  _  CO,  5th  U3SF  Gp 

1  _  CO,  Co  B,  5th  USSF 

2  _  CO,  Ist  Bde,  4th  Inf  Div 
2  -  CO,  2d  Bde,  4th  Inf  Div 
2  CO,  3d  Bde,  4th  Inf  Div 
2  -  CO,  Div  Arty 

2  .  CO,  DISCOM 
1  ,  CO,  Ist  Sqdn,  lOth  Cav 
1  _  CO,  2d  Sqdn,  let  Cav 
1  _  CO,  7th  Sqdn,  17th  Air  Cav 
1  _  CO,  1st  Bn,  69th  Armor 
1  .  CO,  1st  Bn,  8th  Inf 
1  _  CO,  2d  Bn,  8th  Inf 
1  _  CO,  3d  Bn,  8th  Inf 
1  _  CO,  1st  Bn,  12th  Inf 


78 

UKCLASSIP.VED 


o  IMCLASS  I 

REPORTIMG  OFFICER 

Principal  coim^ders  and  senior  Staff  officers  participating  in  the 
operation  were: 


4th  Infantry  Division  Headquarters 


CG 

Peers,  VJilliani  R 

6 

Apr 

to 

11  Oct 

Acting  CG 

BG 

Walker,  Glenn  D 

12 

Jul 

to 

18  Jul 

ADC  “A 

BG 

Connors,  Robert  E 

30 

Aug 

to 

11  Oct 

BG 

Ryder,  Charles  V/  Jr 

20 

Jul 

to 

29  Aug 

BG 

Walker,  Glenn  D 

6 

Apr 

to 

19  Jul 

ADC-B 

COL 

Hickman,  Don  R 

5 

Oct 

to 

11  Oct 

BG 

Connors,  Robert  E 

20 

Jul 

to 

4  Oct 

BG 

Ryder,  Charles  W  Jr 

6 

Apr 

to 

19  Jul 

C  of  S 

COL 

Jackson,  Charles  A 

1 

Aug 

to 

11  Oct 

COL 

Miller,  Judson  F 

6 

Apr 

to 

31  Jul 

Acting  C  of  S 

LTC 

Crizer,  Pat  W 

9 

Sep 

to 

16  Sep 

C'eneral  Staff,  4th  Infantry  Division 

ACofS, 

G1 

LTC 

Kunze,  Melton  H 

1 

Aug 

to 

11  Oct 

LTC 

Robinson,  Herbert  A 

5 

Jun 

to 

31  Jul 

LTC 

Morley,  Leonard  A 

6 

Apr 

to 

4  Jun 

ACofS, 

G2 

LTC 

Storey,  Robert 

1 

Sep 

to 

11  Oct 

LTC 

Crizer,  Pat  W 

6 

Apr 

to 

31  Aug 

ACofS, 

G3 

LTC 

Livsey,  William  J 

25 

Jun 

to 

11  Oct 

LTC 

Lay,  James  P, 

6 

Apr 

to 

24  Jun 

ACofS, 

G4 

LTC 

Tombaugh,  William  W 

26 

Jul 

to 

11  Oct 

LTC 

Richards,  William"  G 

6 

Apr 

to 

27  Jul 

ACofS, 

G5 

LTC 

Bentz,  Harold  F  Jr 

1 

Aug 

to 

11  Oct 

MAJ 

Foster,  Patrick  H 

12 

Jul 

to 

31  Jul 

LTC 

Allen,  John  0 

6 

Apr 

to 

11  Jul 

Special  Staff,  4th  Infantry  Division 

AG 

LTC 

Thomason,  David  A 

15 

Aug 

to 

11  Oct 

LTC 

Hupe,  Howard  M 

5 

Jun 

to 

14  Aug 

LTC 

Robinson,  Herbert  A 

6 

Apr 

to 

4  Jun 

Surgeon 

LTC 

Singer,  Lawrence 

8 

Jul 

to 

11  Oct 

LTC 

Peard,  William  G 

2 

Hay 

to 

7  Jul 

T  nvi 
JUiO 

Dyraico,  Armin  G 

6 

tint* 

to 

*’  Mfl  V 

IG 

LTC 

Seaman,  Robert  W  ■ 

27 

Aug 

to 

11  Oct 

LTC 

Fiedley,  Howai’d  W 

6 

Apr 

to 

26  Aug 

USieuASs^F  i  E_D 


Inclesure  1 


PMO 

LTC 

^  .  HolemanjJohn  S 

28  Jul  to  11  Oct 

LTC  ' 

Cullen,  Victor  A 

6  Apr  to  27  J\il 

Fin  Off 

LTC 

Labarbara,  Albert 

29  Jul  to  11  Oct 

LTC 

Hese,  Frank  J 

6  Apr  to  28  Jul 

Chaplain 

LTC 

Sheehan,  Joseph  F 

15  Aug  to  11  Oct 

LTC 

Hett,  William  R 

6  Apr  to  14  Aug 

Cml  Off 

LTC 

Young,  Harold  G 

1  Aug  to  11  Oct 

LTC 

Henderson,  William 

6  Apr  to  31  Jul 

Information 

MAJ 

Wingate,  James  A 

14  Sep  to  11  Oct 

Officer 

MAJ 

Dyer,  Richajrd  R 

11  Jul  to  13  Sep 

MAJ 

Zenk,  Daniel  R 

6  Apr  to  10  Jul 

CO 

COL 

let  Brisade.  4th  Infantry  Division 

Johnson,  Richard  H 

1  Aug  to  11  Oct 

COL 

Jackson,  Charles  A 

6  Apr  to  31  Jul 

XO 

LTC 

Edgerton,  John  D 

9  Sep  to  11  Oct 

LTC 

Madison,  John  H 

23  Jun  to  8  Sep 

LTC 

Simmons,  Charles 

6  Apr  to  22  Jun 

S3 

MAJ 

Edmonds,  Maurice 

1  Aug  to  11  Oct 

MAJ 

Mercer,  Vfarren 

11  Jul  to  31  Jul 

MAJ 

Woods,  Robert  D 

6  Apr  to  10  Jul 

CO 

COL 

2d  Brigade.  4th  Infantry  Division 

Sniffin,  Charles  R 

27  Jun  to  11  Oct 

COL 

Adamson,  James  B 

6  Apr  to  26  Jun 

XO 

LTC 

Taylor,  William  W 

9  Sep  to  11  Oct 

( 

LTC 

.  Wright,  Corey  J 

2  Aug  to  3  Sep 

LTC 

Birch,  Harold  B 

20  Jul  to  1  Aug 

LTC 

Duquemin,  Gordon  J 

2  Jun  to  19  Jul 

LTC 

Parr,  Bertram  L 

6  Apr  to  1  Jun 

S3 

MAJ 

Bjorn,  Edward  D 

n  ft——.  X TT 

CPT 

fttll,  David  A 

6  Apr  to  9  Apr 

CO 

COL 

Division  Artillery 

McAlister,  Robert  C 

1  Sep  to  11  Oct 

COL 

Cutrona,  Joseph  F  H 

6  Apr  to  31  Aug 

XO 

LTC 

Dewhirst,  Sam  T 

6  Sep  to  11  Oct 

.  LTC 

Kennedy,  Donald  E 

14  Jul  to  15  Aug 

-*■ 

LTC 

Citrak,  Michael 

27  Apr  to  13  Jul 

LTC 

Beaich,  Vincent 

6  Apr  to  26  Apr 

2  .,!> 


MAJ 

MAJ 

MJ 


LTC 

I.TC 


LTC 

LTC 


SS\  F  I 

Division Artillery  (cou't) 

VJeall,  Robert  H 
Scerbik,  John  G 
F airman,  Donald  H 


ro-u  rj- 
j  on  jja. 


ttalion,  l6th  Artillery 

Evans,  Henry  C 
Kuckhahn,  Karl  0 


6th  Battalion.  29th  Artillery 

Kehnedy,  Donald  E 
Nettles,  Elritt  N 


LTC 

LTC 


LTC 

LTC 


LTC 

LTC 


LTC 

4th  Battalion,  4-inci  aruiju.er.y 

Dickerson,  Roy  L 

LTC 

Woods,  Jack  C 

Division  Support  Command 

COL 

Blawett,  Rex  R 

COL 

Boudman,  Arthur  B 

LTC 

Little,  Roger  M  II 

LTC 

McMullin,  Thomas  L 

MAJ 

Risse,  William 

CPT 

Williams,  Neil  T 

MAJ 

Wells,  David  T 

1st  Battalion,  Sth  Infantry 

LTC 

Madison,  John  H 

LTC 

Wilson,  Gail  F 

LTC 

Gannon,  Timothy  C 

2d  Battalion.  3th  Infantry. 

Berres,  John  T 
DuqueMn,  Gordon  J 

3d  Battalion.  Sth  Infanty 

Belnap,  Glen  D 
Lynch,  Thomas  P 

Ist  Battalion.  12th  Infantry 

Birch,  Harold  B 
Wright,  Corey  J 


6  Sep  to  U.  Oct 
28  Aug  to  5  Sep 
6  Apr  to  27  Aug 


2  Aug  to  11  Oct 
6  Apr  to  1  Aug 


12  Aug  to  11  Oct 
6  Apr  to  11  Aug 


2  Jul  to  11  Oct 
6  Apr  to  1  Jul 


13  Jul  to  11  Oct 
6  Apr  to  12  Jul 

1  Aug  to  11  Oct 
6  Apr  to  31  J^^l 

14  Jul  to  11  Oct 
16  Jun  to  13  Jul 

6  Apr  to  15  Jun 


2  Sep  to  LI  Oct 
28  Aug  to  1  Sep 
6  Apr  to  27  Aug 


31  May  to  11  Oct 
6  Apr  to  31  May 


10  Aug  to  11  Oct 
6  Apr  to  9  Aug 


2  Aug  to  11  Oct 
6  Apr  to  1  Aug 


CO 


CO 


CO 


CO 


CO 


CO 


CO 


CO 


CO 


CO 


CO 
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Battalion.  12th  Infantfy 


LTC 

Vollmer,  John  P 

6  May  to  11  Oct 

LTC 

Peters,  David  M 

6  Apr  to  5  May 

1st  Battalion,  22d  Infantry 

LTC 

Junk,  VJilliam  P 

16  Sep  to  11  Oct 

LTC 

T>  -  ^  n  m«.  _  _  .  _  r* 

iLOsexx^  inoiuas  u 

£.  A  ^  ^  C  C 

u  npx  uw 

1st  Souadron.  10th  Cavalry 

LTC 

Heiden,  Charles  K 

11  Aug  to  11  Oct 

LTC 

Cole,  Thomas  F 

6  Apr  to  10  Aug 

2d  Souadron.  1st  Cavali’y 

LTC 

Gay,  Joseph  M  Jr 

29  Aiig  to  11  Oct 

Ist  Battalion.  69th  Armor 

LTC 

Grant,  William  D 

5  Sep  to  11  Oct 

LTC 

Williams,  Paul  S 

6  Apr  to  4  Sep 

4th  Aviation  Battalion 

LTC 

Holloman,  Robert  A 

9  Apr  to  11  Oct 

LTC 

McDowell,  William  R 

i  ;ipr  to  8  Apr 

/tth  Engineer  Battalion 

LTC  Lee,  Qnmett  C  Jr  11  Jul  to  11  Oct 

LTC  Delbridge,  Norman  G  Jr  6  Apr  to  10  Jul 

Ath  Medical  Battalion 

MAJ  Anderson,  Kirby  V  16  May  to  11  Oct 

LTC  Peard,  William  G  6  Apr  to  15  May 


LTC 

LTC 


Ath  Supply  &  Transportation  Battalion 


DeVille,  David  A 
Jacques,  Jasper  P 


23  Jul  to  11  Oct 
6  Apr  to  22  Jul 


704th  Maintenance  Battalion 

LTC  Rice,  Karvin  E  ,  7  Aug  to  11  Oct 

LTC  Gilbanks,  VfiUiam  R  6  Apr  to  6  Aug 


124th  Signal  Battalion 
LTC  Spitz,  William  M 

AjTC  rwetJier,  n 


2  Jun  to  11  Oct 

IL.  A  vN»o  T  .Tiin 

W  ww  V 
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4.th  Administration  Company 


CO 

MJ 

Trussell,  James  K 

10  May  to  11  Oct 

CPT 

Terrell,  Edmond  D 

6  Apr  to  9  May 

4th  Military  Police  Comoany 

CO 

CPT 

Hazel-wood,  Robert  R 

31  Aug  to  11  Oct 

CPT 

Sullivan,  Gerald  A 

6  Apr  to  30  Aug 

Headauarters  and  Headquarters 

Company.  4th  Infantry  1 

CO 

CPT 

Golle,  Francis  Jr 

24  Jul  to  11  Oct 

CPT 

Zwicker,  Gary  L 

6  Apr  to  23  Jul 
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TASK  ORGANIZATION 

1.  (UJ  Detached  units.  The  3d  Brigade,  Ath  Infantry  Division  -was  'attached 
to  the  25th  Infantry  Division  during  the  period  6  April  -  31  July.  On  1 

August  the  brigade  was  assigned  to  the  25th  Infantry  Division  and  redesignated 
the  3d  Brigade,  25th  Infantry  Division. 

2.  (U)  Attached  unitx, 

a.  The  3d  Brigade,  25th  Infantry  Division,  attached  to  the  division 
on  13  February,  was  under  operational  control  of  the  1st  Air  Cavalry 

Division  from  6  April  to  25  April.  On  25  April  the  brigade  came  under  operational 
control  of  Task  Force  Oregon,  which  was  later  designated  the  Americal  Division. 

On  1  August  the  brigade  was  assigned  to  the  4th  Infantry  Division  and  redesignated 
the  3d  Brigade,  4th  Infantry  Division.  The  brigade  remained  under  operational 
control  of  the  Americal  Di'vision. 

b.  The  1st  Battalion,  69th  Armor  was  attached  during  the  period 

6  April  -  31  Ju}y.  On  1  Augus't  the  battalion  was  assigned  to  the  division, 

c.  The  2d  Squadron,  1st  Cavalry  arrived  in-ccuntry  and  was  attached 
to  the  4th  Infantry  Division  on  30  August  196?. 

d.  374th  Radio  Research  Company. 

e.  Team  6,  4l3t  Civil  Affairs  Company. 

f.  Team  9,  Alst  Civil  Affairs  Company. 

g.  HB  Team  6,  245th  Psyops  Company. 

h.  HE  Team  9,  245th  Psypps  Company. 

i.  33<i  Infantry  Platoon  (Scout  Dog), 

50th  Infantry  Platoon  (Scout  Dog). 

k.  Combat  Tracker  Team  Number  3. 

l.  Combat  Tracker  Team  Number  4. 

3.  (U)  The  562d  Military  Intelligence  Detachment  was  assigned  to  the 
division  on  4  July  1967, 

4.  (C)  Task  Organization  for  Combat. 

a.  Control  headquarters  was  Headquarters,  4th  Infantry  Division. 

b.  Task  organization  for  Operation  FRANCIS  MARION  as  set  forth  in 
OPORD  2-67,  dated  071800H  April  1967. 

Inclo3iu*o  2 


COKFlDEKirr\/\V_ 


CONFIDENTIAL. 


1st  Bde.  4th  Inf  Div 
HHC,  Ist  Bde 

1-12  Tnf  (On  order  rel  to  2d  Bde) 

3-12  Inf 
i-8  Inf 
3-8  Inf 
6-29  Arty 

B/4-42  Arty  (OPCON) 

(rel  to  parent  unit  on  order) 

237th  Radar  Plat,  dA-60  Arty  (OPCON) 
1  Sec  E/klat  Arty  (OPCON) 

,  1  Sit  B/29  Arty  (OPCON) 
c/3-4  Gav  (-) 

CO  A,  4th  £ngr  Bn  (-)  DS 
ASC  Plat,  B/I24th  Sig  Bn 
1st  Plat,  4th  MP  Co 
TACP 

TF  1-10  Cav 
1-10  Cav  (-) 

3-6  Arty  (-)  DS 

Div  Arty 
HHB,  Div  Arty 

5- 16  Arty  (-) 

6- 14  Arty 
236th  Radar 
1-92  Arty 

DISCOM 
4th  S&T  Bn 
4th  Med  Bn 
704th  Maint  Bn 


2d  Bda_._  4th  Inf  Div 
HHC,  2d  Bde 

1- 12  Inf  (On  order) 

2- 8  Inf  (-) 

1-22  Inf 

Plat,  bA-69  Amor 
4-42  Arty  (-) 

1  Sit  ^Tth  Arty  (OPCON) 
Plat,  DA-^O  Arty  (OPCW) 
1  Sec  E/41st  Arty  (OPCON) 
Co  B,  4th  Engr  Bn  (-)  DS 
ASC  Plat,  B/124th  Sig  Bh 
2d  Plat,  4th  MP  Co 
TaCP 

TF  1-69  Armor 
1-69  Armor T-) 

Plat,  C/2-8  Inf 

Cav  Plat  1-10  Cav  (On  order) 

3- 6  Arty  (Prov)  DS 

B/3-6  Arty 
a/5-16  Arty 

Div  Troops 
HHC,  4th  Inf  Div 
D/4-60  Arty  (-) 

4th  Avn  Bn 
4th  Ehgr  Bh 
124th  Sig  Bn  (-) 

43rd  Cml  Det 
29th  Mil  Hist  Det 
33rd  Inf  Plat  (Sot  Dog) 

50th  Inf  Plat  (Sct  Dog) 

4th  MI  Det 
4th  MP  Co  (-) 

4th  Div  TACP 
Inf  Plat 
4th  Admin  Co 


c.  Task  organization  as  changed  by  FRAGO  1-2-67,  effective  IOO6OOH 
April  1967  and  modified  by  message  AVDDH-GC- P,  4-112-G,  DTG  090905Z  April  1967. 


(1)  1-12  Inf  OPCOi’i  to  2d  Bde 

(2)  Plat  1-10  Cav  OPCON  to  2d  Bde 

(3)  USSF  Det  A-241  (POUBI  KLENG)  0PCC*I  to  2d  Bd3 

(4)  A/5-16  Arty  OPCON  4-42  Arty 

(5)  1-92  Arty  GSR  3-6 'Arty  (Prov)  with  one  btry 

(6)  One  sec  E/41  Arty  atch  2d  Bde  eff  when  1-10  Cav  (-)  takes 
responsibility  for  security  of  hwy  19W. 

(7)  3  Tms  33d  Inf  Plat  (Set  Dog)  atch  2d  Bde. 

2  Co DtNTi A.L- 


Cc  p  lDt=^KiT(AL. 

d.  Addition  to  Fi  "I  1-2-6?  by  message  AVDDH-GC-P,  4-124  C,  DTG  , 
IOO92OZ  April  1967  changed  Division  Artillery  task  organization. 

(1)  Add  1-92  Arty!  GS-rainf  4-42  Arty  w/i  btry,  reinf .6-29  Arty 
w/l  btry  vie  DUG  CO,  reinf  3-6  Arty  (Prov)  w/l  btry  on  Rte  19E. 

(2)  D/4-6q  Arty  (+);  Defend  in  priority  Ist  Bde  (9  VJpi.s), 

2d  Bde  (8  Wpns),  TF  I-69  Armor  (4  Wpns),  DMBC  (3  Wpns). 

(3)  E-41  Arty;  Defend  in  priority  2d  Bde  (4  Wpns),  1st  Bde 
(2  VJpns),  DMBC  (2  VJpns). 


e.  Iasi-,  cr;  ;inr‘ z.itioa  ;-.s  c  ian  -ed  V)/  F  l  CC  3-2-t.v  modi  "lid 
chan  a  ].  to  M.  .00  3-2-i'?  i.rrictivi  26  Ar-ril  196?. 


1st  :da_,.  4t’'  .1?*,  .dly 

..'1C,  1st  'itio 

1-^  In.r 
3-12  ]nr 
A-2‘  ;.rt,  (-)  lA 
<74-42 

?37t'>  ...adar  ((hCG  ) 

•le.t,  .)/4-60  .  i't ,  (jiCC’.  ) 
1  sec,  .Vai  rt.--  (crcti:) 
A/4t'-;  En  /r  In  (-)  11 
'.DC  .lat,  ;V124th  ...i.-  In 
1st  "lit,  4th  . Co 
T.vC,' 

TF  1-69  Armor 

1- 69  Armor  (-) 

3-6  Arty  (Prov)  DS 

B/3-6  Arty 

TF  3-8  Inf 

3-8  Inf-” 

C/6-29  Arty  Btry  Gp 
.  C/6-29  Arty 

A/5-16  Arty  (Atch  for 
OPCON  and  log  except  maint) 
Dfet  D/4-60  Arty 
(AW)  (Atch  for  OFCON 
and  log  except  maint) 

(2  M-55,  2  M-42) 

1  Plat,  1-10  Cav 
1  Plat,  B/4th  Engr  Bn 
Coramo  Sec,  A/l24th  Sig  Bn 

DISCOM 

No  change  from  OPORD 

2- 6? 


2d  Bde,  4th _Inf  ^v 
HHC,  2d‘Bde 

2- 8  Inf 
1-22  Inf 
1-12  Inf 

4- 42  Arty  (-)  DS 

1  Sit,  2rth  Arty  (OPCON) 
Plat  D/4-60  ;irty  (OPCON) 
1  sec,  E/41  Arty  (OPCON) 
B/4th  Engr  Bn  (-)  DS 
A^C  Plat,  B/I24th  Sig  Bn 
2d  Plat,  4th  MP  Co 
TACP 

^  1-10  Cav 
1-ib  Cav  (-) 

3- 6  Arty  (-)  DS 

Div  Arty 

HHB,  Div  Arty 

5- 16  Arty  (-) 

6- 14  Arty  GS 
235th  Radar 
1-92  Arty  GSR 

Div  Troops 

HHC,  ‘4th  Inf  Div 
d/4-60  Arty  (-) 

4th  Avn  Bn 

4th  Eng  Bn 
124th  Sig  Bn  (-) 

43rd  Cml  Det 
29th  Mil  Hist  Det 
33d  Inf  Plat  (Set  Dog) 

50th  Inf  Plat  (Set  Dog) 

4th  Co  (-) 

4th  MI  Det 
4th  Div  TACP 
4th  Admin  Co 
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fi-  Task  csrganization  as  changed  by  FIL'^GO  4-2-6?  effective  2615C)0H 
April  1967. ,  ^  . 


let  Bde.  Ath  Inf  Diy 
HHC,  1st  Bde  “  ■ 

3-12  Inf 

1-22  Inf 
6-29  Arty  (-)  DS 

cA-42  Arty  (OPCON) 

Plat  (+)  D/4-60  Arty  (AW)  (SP) 
(OPCON) 

A/4t.h  Engr  Bn  (-)  DS 
ASC  Plat,  B/I24th  Sign  Bn 
1st  Plat,  4th  MP  Co 
TACP 

IF  3-8  Inf 
3-8  Inf 

C/6-29  Arty  Btry'  Gp 
C/6‘r29  Arty  (105) 

A/5-16  Arty  (155)  • 

Det,  D/4-6^  l\rty 
1  Plat  1-10  Cav: 

1  Plat,  B/4th  Engr  .Bn-  ; 

Dlv  Arty 
HHB,  Div  Arty 

5- 16  Arty  (-) 

6- 14  '  rty  GS 
235th  Radar 
1-92  Arty  GSR 


2d  Bde,  4th  Inf  My 
HHC,  2d  Bde 

1- 8  Inf  ■ 

2- 8  Inf 
1-12  Inf 

4-42  Arty  (-)  DS 

A/6-29  Arty  (OPCON) 

Plat  (-),  D/4r60  Ahty  (AW)  (SP) 
(OPCON) 

B/4tl  Engr  Bn  {r)  DS 
ASC  Plat,  B/I2ith  Sig  Bn 
2d  Plat,  4th  MP  Co 
TACP 

TF  1-10  Gav 

1-10  CavT-) 

A/3-6  Arty  DS 

TF  1-69  Armor 
I-69  Armor  (-) 

3- 6  Arty  (-)  DS 

Det  D/4-60  Arty  (-)  (A¥) 

Mv  Troops 

Ho  change  from  FRACJO  3-2-67 


DISCOM  \  , 

No  change  from  OPORD  2-6? 

g.  Task. organization  was  temporarily  changed  by  FRAGO  5-2-67  effective 
291200H  April  1967.  The  1st  Brigade  was  directed  to  provide  one  infantry 
battalion  task  force  to  division  control  to  deploy  to  the  vicinity  of  PLEI  DO 
LII4  and  conduct  cordon  and  search  operations  on  30  April  1967.  The  unit  selected 
1st  Battalion,  22nd  Infantry,  was  returned  to  the  battalion  FSB  and  1st  Brigade 
control  upon  completion  of  the  mission. 


h.  Task  organization  as  changed  by  FR^IGO  7-2-67  effective  07070OH 

May  i967, 

( 1 )  1-10  Cav ,  ( -)  OPCON  Ist  Bde . 

(2)  Trp  D,  1-10  Cav  support  Div  on  mission  basisi 

(3)  Div.LRRP  Plat  remain  OPCON  to  Div, 

(4)  A/3-6  Arty  GS;  reinf  6-29  Arty, 

Task  organization  as  changed  by  FR/vGO  9-2-67  DTG  III3IOZ  hay  C^7. 
1-8  Inf  (-)  changed  OPCON  from  2d  Bde  to  1st  Bde. 


'  4 
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1. 
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j.  Task  organization  as  changed  by  FHiGO  10-2-6?  DTG  211430Z  May  196?. 

(1)  TF  3-6'  Inf  returned  to  1st  Bde  control  and  TF  dissolved. 

(2)  1-22  Inf  changed  OPCON  from  1st  Bde  to  2d  Bde. 

k.  Task  organization  as  changed  by  FRAGO  11-2-6?  effective  300001H 

May  196?. 


1st  Bde.  Uth  Inf  Div 
HHC,  1st  Bde 

1-3  Inf 

3-8  Inf 

3- 12  Inf 

1-10  Cav  (-) 

6-29  Arty  DS 

Plat,  D/4-60  Arty  (OPCON) 
1  Sec,  E/41  Arty  (OPCON) 
ISlt,  B/29  Arty  (OPCON) 

Co  A,  4th  Engr  Bn  (-)  DS 
ASC  Plat,  B/l24th  Sig  Bn 
1st  Plat,  4th  MP  Co  DS 
TACP 

gd  Bde.  4th  Inf  Div 
HHC,  2d  Bde 
1-12  Inf 

1- 22  Inf 

2- 8  Inf  (Mech) 

4- 42  Arty  DS 

237th  Radar  (OPCON) 

1  Sit,  29th, Arty  (OPCON) 
Plat  D/4-60  Arty  (OPCON) 
Co  B,  4th  ^gr  Bn  (-)  DS 
ASC  Plat,  B/I24th  Sig  Bn 
2d  Plat,  4th  MP  Co  DS 
TACP 

Div  i\rty 
HHB,  Div  Arty 

5- 16  Arty  (-) 


l?3rd  Abn  &ig  (Sep) 

HHC,  l?3rd  Bde 

1- 503  Abn  Inf 

2- 503  Abn  Inf 
4-503  Abn  Inf 

3- 319  Arty 
D/1S  Armor 
EA7  Cav 

173rd  Cbt  Spt  Bn 
173rd  Engr  Co 
723d  Sig  Plat 
39th  Inf  Plat  (Sot  Dog) 
Co  B,  l?3rd  Med  Bn 

TF  1-69  Armor 
1-69  Armor” (~) 

3-6  Arty  (-) 

Div  Troops 
HHC,  4th  Inf  Div 
D/4-60  Arty  (-) 

4th  Avn  Bn 
4th  Engr  Bn 
124th  Sig  Bn  (-) 

43d  Cml  Det 
29th  Ml  Hist  Det 
33d  Inf  Plat  (Set  Dog) 
■50th  Inf  Plat  (Set  Dog) 
4th  MI  Det 
4th  MP  Co  (-) 

4th  Admin  Co 
4th  Div  TACP 


DISCOM 
No  Change 

1.  Task  organization  was  changed  upon  initiation  of  Operation. 

GREELEY  on  1?  June  196?  and  Operation  STILLW.T.L  on  20  June  196?. 

(1)  173d  Abn  Bde  (-)  vdth  1-503  Abn  Inf  and  2-503  Abn  Inf  and 
attachments  were  airlifted  to  GREELEY  AO  on  1?,  18  June  196?. 

(2)  4-503  Abn  Bn  TF  initiated  Operation  STILLErELL,  a  sub-operation 
of  FR/iNCIS  MARION,  in  the  area  east  of  PIEIICJ  on  20  June  196?, 


COHF  1 


CO  IDE^^rlAU 

(3)  4-503  Abn  Bn  TF  was  withdrawn  from  Operation  STIIIMELL  and  ^ 
moved  to  GREELEY  AO  on  23  June  196?, 

(4)  Task  organization  on  23  June  196?  was  the  same  as  FRAGO 
11-2-67,  less  the  173d  Abn  Bde. 

m.  Task  organization  as  changed  by  FRAGO  1-25-67  (STIU1</ELL) 
effective  30  June  1967, 

4th  Inf  Div  (-)  same  as  FRAGO  11-2-6?,  less  GREELEY  forces  and  a  battalion 
task  force  to  STILLWELL  AO  as  follows; 

TF.1-8  Inf  ^ 
lr8  Inf 

A/6-29  Art37  DS 
C/l-69  Armor  (■  •;  CPC  OK 
Scout  Seot/Recon  Plat/  1-69  Amior  OPCOK 
2  tubes  I)/5-l6  Arty  GSR 

n.  Task  organization  as  changed  bv  FRi\G0  16-2-6?,  DTG  061031Z 

Jul  1967. 


Operation  STILL'TELL  terminated  and  TF  1-8  Inf  dissolved  and  retur  red 
OPCON  1st  Bde  on  15  July  1967. 

0.  Task. organization  as  changed  by  FRAGO  21-2-67,  DTG  160501Z 
August  1967. 

1-12  Inf  released  from  2d  Brigade  and  placed  under  opurational 
control  of  the  1st  Brigade  effective  20  August  1967 

p.  Task  organization  as  changed  by  FRAGO  22-2-67,  DTG  300312Z  August 

1967.  ’  .  .  , 

(1)  1-12  Inf  released  from  1st  Brigade,  returned  to  operational 
control  of  the  2d  Brigade^ 

(2)  One  plat,  1-10  Cav  released  from  1st  Brigade  and  placed, 

OPCON  to  the  2d  Brigade. 

q.  Task  organization  as  changed  by  FRAGO  24-2-67,  DTG  01l6b0Z  September 

1967. 

(1)  3-12  Inf  released  from  Ist  Brigade,  placed  under  operational 
control  of  the  2d  Brigade  effective  4  September  1967. 

(2)  1-12  Inf  released  from  2d  Brigade  and  placed  under  operational 
control  of  the  1st  Brigade  on  4  September  1967. 

r-  Task  organization  as  changed  by  FRAGO  25-2-67,  DTG  O6240OZ  September 

1967. 

(1)  1-22  Inf  released  from  2d  Brigade  and  placed  under  division 

control  effective  040900  September  1967. 
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(2)  One  engr  plat  released  from  4th  3ngr  Bn  and  attached  to  1-22 
Inf  affective  040800  September  I967.  • 

(3)  24th  liike, Force  Company  placed  under  operational  control  of 
^'"22  Inf  effective  O4O8OO  September  1967# 

(4)  The  plat,  1~10  Cav  released  from  2d  Brigade  and  returned  to 
control  of  parent  unit  on  order. 


s.  Task  organization  as  changed  by  FRAGO  26-2-67,  DTG  07094 5Z 
September  1967  and  changed  by  change  1  to  FRAGO  26-2-67  to  OPCRD  2-67,  DTG 
150036Z  September  1967. 

(1)  2-1  Cav  became  operational  15  September '196?.  Placed  under 
division  control. 


(2)  2-1  Cav  release  one  plat  to  operational  control  of  173d  Abn 

Pde. 


(3)  173d  Abn  Bde  release  plat  from  1-10  Cav  to  parent  unit  and 
receive  Co  B  (-)  1-69  Armor,  and  plat  from  2-1  Cav, 

(4)  I-69  firmer  release  Co  B  (-)  to  operational  control  of  173d 

Abn  Bde. 


t.  Task  organization  as  changed  by  FR/vGO  27-2-67,  DTG  1003352  September 

1967. 


1-22  Inf  release  24th  tiike  Force  Company  to  parent  unit  on  order. 
(Actual  time  of  release  13  September  1967). 

u.  Task  organization  as  changed  by  FRjiGO  28-2-6?,  DTG  15O130Z  September 

1967. 


1-12  Inf  released  from  1st  Brigade  and  placed  under  operational 
control  of  2d  Brigade  effective  182000  H  September  1967. 


1- 8  Inf 
3-8  Inf 

2- 8  Inf 
1-10  Cav  (-) 

3- 6  Arty  (-)  DS 
6-29  Arty  (-)  DS 

A/4-42  Arty  (OPCON) 

1  Sit,  B/29  Arty  (0PC<aJ) 


2d  Bde.  4th  Inf  Div 
HHC,  2d  Bde 
1-12  Inf 
1-22  Inf 

3- 12  Inf 

4- 42  Arty  (-)  DS 

B/6-29  Arty  (OPCON) 

1  Sit,  29th  Arty  (OPCON) 
Plat  D/4-60  Arty  (OPCON) 


V.  Task  organization  as  changed  by  FRilGO  29-2-6?,  DTG  201455Z  September 
1967  effective  24  September  1967 

1st  Bde,  4th  Inf  D^ 

HHC,  1st  Bde 
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Plat,  DA-60  Arty  (OPCON) 
1  Sec,  E/41  Arty  (OPCON) 
A/4th  Eiigr  Bn  (-)  DS 
ASC  Plat,  B/l24th  Sig  Bn 
1st  Plat,  4th  liP  Co 
TACP 

I-69  Armor 
I-69  Armor  (~) 

3-6  "-rty  (-)  DS 

Div  Arty 
HKB,  Div  Arty 

5- 16  Arty  (-) 

6- I4  Arty  GS 
235th  Radar 
1-92  Arty  GSR 

^SC« 

No  Cliange 


237th  Radar  (OPCON) 
D/4th  Engr  Bn  (-)  DS 
ASC  Plat,  B/I24th  Sig  Bn 
2d  Plat,  4th  MP  Co 
TACP 

Div  Troops 
HHC,  4th  Inf  Div 
D/4-60  Arty  (-) 

4th  Avn  Bn 
4th  Engr  Bn 
124th  Engr  Bn  (-) 

43d  Cml  Det 
29th  mi  Hist  Det 
33d  Inf  Plat  (Set  Dog) 
50th  Inf  Plat  (Set  Dog) 
4th  MP  Co  (-) 

4th  Div  TACP 
4th  Admin  Co 
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dtg 

UNIT 

LOCATION 

.TiroHi 

CAS 

April 

06 

Hq  3-8  Inf 

YA  769221 

Dozer 

light 

07 

B/1-10  Cav 

YA  958814 

Lowboy 

light 

10 

Civ 

YA  994298 

Lamberetta 

6  KIA 

Moderate 

101705 

20th  Trans 

ZA  002299 

2  1/2  Trk 

light 

150755 

B/1-10  Cav 

ZA  120467 

Tank 

light 

151335 

C/3-4  Cav 

YA  953432 

APC 

i'federate 

160928 

3-6  Arty 

YA  914451 

2  1/2  Trk 

Light 

190830 

b/1-10  Cav 

YA  929280 

Tank 

Light 

190930 

A/4  £ngr 

YA  938287 

Ikimp  Truck 

Moderate 

191610 

B/4  Engr 

ZA  158210 

5  Ton  Trk 

Light 

2U250 

B/I-10  Cav 

YA  938434 

Tank 

Moderate 

211625 

C/l-12  Inf 

ZA  045117 

n/a 

w/a 

241000 

Hq  4th  Engr 

BR  912122 

2  1/2  Trk 

2  WIA 

Moderate 

240920 

a/i-10  Cav 

ZA  175174 

APC 

2  WIA 

Moderate 

2a625 

A/2-8  Inf  (M) 

ZA  2052I6 

APC 

3  WIA 

Moderate 

250912 

A/2-6  Inf  (M) 

ZA  145213 

APC 

Light 

260944 

A/4-42  Arty 

ZA  088253 

2  1/2  Trk 

Moderate 

291715 

Hq  2-8  Inf  (M) 

ZA  083251 

■M-42  Duster 

1  \ak 

Moderate 

fey 

011320 

B/2-8  Inf  (M) 

ZA  174213 

APC 

Light 

031110 

B/I-69  ilrmor 

YA  860158 

Tank 

light 

041930 

A/20  Engr 

YA  957288 

Road  Grader 

Light 

040740 

B/l-lO  Cav 

YA  898407 

Tank 

light 

051212 

C/20  Engr 

YA  898406 

Dump  Truck 

1  WIA 

Moderate 

100920 

C/l-69  Armor 

ZA  203215 

Tank 

Moderate 

151515 

A/20  Engr 

Ji\  901418 

Road  Grader 

light 

190930 

2-8  Inf  (M) 

2A  110275 

Bulldozer 

Light 

221240 

B/1-69  Armor 

YA  855215 

Tank 

Light 

221310 

B/l-69  Armor 

YA  855220 

Tank 

light 

210630 

A/2-e  Inf  (M) 

ZA  105215 

2  ]./2  Trk 

light 

230920 

A/3-6  Arty 

ZA  120226 

3/4  Trk 

Moderate 

241040 

B/2-8  Inf  (M) 

ZA  239073 

APC 

Light 

240743 

B/I-69  Armor 

ZA  239073 

Tank 

Light 

251142 

A/2-3  Inf  (H) 

AR  850375 

APC 

Light 

281300 

b/I-10  Cav 

YA  944289 

APC 

Moderate 

301145 

1-69  Armor 

YA  357227 

Tank 

light 

June 

021520 

1-69  Armor 

Yk  775223 

Tank 

Light 

021322 

I-69  Armor 

YA  788226 

VTR 

light 

040715 

D/1-10  Cav 

YA  898395 

Tank 

Light 

041005 

A/2-G  Inf  (M) 

YA  855192 

APC 

Moderate 

101015 

4-503  Abn  Inf 

ZA  209599 

2  1/2  Trk 

Light 

111055 

1-69  Armor 

AR  943565 

APC 

Moderate 

121235 

A/2-8  Inf  (M) 

YA  856224 

APC 

Moderate 

121230 

3-319  Arty 

ZA  190192 

Tank 

light 

131000 

1-69  Armor 

ZA  182183 

Tanlc 

Light 

140900 

1-69  Armor 

YA  856226 

Tank 

Lignt 

170810 

A/20  Engr 

YA  935285 

3/4  Trk 

Light 

17152s 

a/20  Engr 

YA  8IO27O 

1/4  Trk 

Light 

COWpiOENT  .1  Ac 
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DTG 

UNIT 

LOCATION 

TYP£  yZji  C:\S 

DANAGS 

June 

171210 

PKU  SAC 

YA  919268 

GOJiK 

Light 

171630 

B/1-10  Cay 

YA  924274 

Tank 

Light 

.181010 

Rocon/2-8  Inf,(M) 

ZA  147267 

APC 

light 

190645 

Recon/2-8  Inf  (M) 

ZA  160270 

APC 

Ligth 

.  221010 

1-10  Cav 

ZA  175390 

APC 

Light 

'  301519 
July 

02100? 

C/l-69  Armor 

AR  952497. 

Tank 

Light 

A/2-8  Inf  (h) . 

YA  856222  ■ 

APC 

Light 

081130 

C/l-69  Armor 

AR  945525 

Ta:ik 

light 

131657 

1-10  Cav 

YA  867143 

VTR 

light 

161535 

B/1-10  Cav 

Yk  8592i9 

APC 

Moderate 

161650 

B/I-10  Cav 

YA  860230 

ACP 

Moderate 

.  191127 

Mtr  Plat/2-8  Inf  (m)  ZA  200220 

APC 

Light 

190930 

B/1-10  Cav 

YA  935265 

APC 

Light 

191115 

564th  Trns 

YA  920269 

5  Ton  Trk 

light 

211710 

b/1-10  Cav 

YA  927280 

Tank 

light 

2308IO 

Civildan 

YA  935289 

Lamtretta 

light 

231530 

I-IO  Cav 

YA  857228' 

Tank 

Moderate 

231915 

C/2-8  Inf  (H) 

ZA  195196 

APC 

light 

24O8O9 

Recon/2-8  Inf  (ii) 

ZA  177213 

APC 

Light 

241008 

I-IO  Cav 

YA  830179 

Tank 

Light 

250920 

I-69  Armor 

YA  839188 

Tank 

light 

261130 

1-10  Cav 

YA  856197  ' 

Tank 

Light 

261305 

I-IO  Cav 

.  Yk  855198 

Tank 

Light 

281507 

Hq/3-12  Inf 

YA  915269 

3/4  Trk 

Moderate 

311215 

4-42  Arty 

ZA  085245 

Truck 

Moderate 

310647 

1-69  Armor 

BR  247490 

Tank 

Moderate 

310647 

1-69  Armor 

BR  248488 

Tank 

Moderate 

August 

011130 

934th  Engr 

■  YA  935285 

Vehicle 

light 

021201 

A/2-3  Inf  (H) 

ZA  003232 

APC 

Light 

041655 

2-8  Inf  (H) 

ZA  083229 

M-42  IXister 

.  Moderate 

050740 

Recon/2-8  Inf  (M) 

ZA  083227 

APC 

light 

052205 

1-10  Cav 

YA  931283 

Tank 

light 

110955 

b/1-10  Cav 

YA  935284 

APC 

Lj  ght 

111025 

B/1-10  Cav 

YA  939287 

APC 

. Light 

150548 

1-69  Armor 

BR  009.502 

Tank 

Light  , 

September 

020755 

4-60  Arty 

Z^\  199341 

.  M-42  Duster 

Light 

030910 

B/1-10  Cav 

Za  199341 

APC 

Moderate 

111740 

A/1-10  Cav 

187389 

"APC 

light 

141720 

1-10  Cav 

YA  907328 

5  Ton  Trk 

Heavy 

I6O8I5 

4th  Engr 

.BRO30545 

5  Ton  Trk 

Moderate 

251055 

C/2-1  Cav 

ZA2156OI 

APC 

Light  • 
light 

271015 

c/2-8  Inf 

ZA216465 

APC 

October 

022215 

fi/l-10  Cav 

TA895352 

APC 

Light 

041712' 

B/4th  S&T 

BQO9497O 

25  Ton  Trk 

Moderate 

071440 

C/2-1  Cav 

ZA208598 

Tank 

light 

091330 

C/2-8  Inf 

:  ZA124483’ 

APC 

Moderate 
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sate 

LOCATION  DEST/IATAC 

TYPE  MINE 

AppKL  CH/^GB 

April 

07 

YA  868268 

D 

Unk 

OS 

ZA  094268 

D 

82n'im  i'itr 

02 

YA  947434 

D 

Chi com  AT 

13 

YA  919449 

E 

Chi  com  AT 

401b  TNT 

15 

YA  898398 

D 

2-H\l  Chi  com 

601b  TNT 

15 

YA  898406 

D 

Chi com  AT 

401b  I'NT 

15 

YA  958434 

D 

Anti-Tank 

251b  TNT 

19 

ZA  20 5216 

D 

Unk 

19 

ZA  717228 

D 

US  MlAl 

19 

ZA  230248 

D 

MlAl  Clriicom 

19 

ZA  156151 

D 

n/a 

21 

Yii  901428 

D 

PELIl  Chi  com 

21 

Y\  946434 

D 

I'-O-Al  C  In  com 

24 

ZA  205215 

D 

2  MAI  Chi  com 

Mny 

Oh 

YA  902432 

D 

2  MAI  C  I'd.  com 

04 

YA  902429 

D 

Mli\l  Chi  com 

05 

YA  999299 

E 

Unk 

05 

ZA  013307 

D 

kO-Al  CM  com 

C6 

Ya  898407 

D 

illAl  CM  com 

Sib  TNT 

09  . 

ZA  197200 

E 

Unk 

201b  TNT 

09 

ZA  002299 

D 

IILAl  CM  com 

401b  TNT 

10 

Zj'.  206210 

D 

II  M 

10 

ZA  201206 

D 

!1  It 

10 

ZA  205216 

D 

11  It 

41b  TNT 

12 

YA  898401 

D 

II  II 

12 

YA  898418 

D 

tl  M 

12 

Yi\  900412 

D 

II  tl 

201b  TNT 

12 

YA  90U15 

D 

II  II 

21b  TNT 

13 

YA  795234 

D 

13 

YA  898407 

D 

II  n 

41b  TIW 

26 

YA  897407 

D 

II  It 

26 

YA  900413 

D 

It  n 

41b  TNT 

26 

YA  901425 

D 

tl  n 

28 

YA  934285 

D 

II  It 

41b  TNT 

23 

YA  942288 

D 

li  n 

28 

YA  951290 

D 

n  n 

28 

YA  952289 

D 

II  11 

'  28 

YA  954289 

D 

II  n 

41b  TNT 

.  30 

YA  857227 

D 

11  It 

June 

04 

YA  899397 

E 

II  1! 

41b  TNT 

04 

YA  898400 

£ 

M  11 

41b  TNT 

04 

YA  855186 

D 

If  1! 

11 

YA  892382 

D 

M  M 

12 

<7  A  T  on  T  00 

T> 

u 

15  II 

'  ].4 

YA  856226 

D 

II  ‘1 

15 

ZA  207212 

D 

II  1! 

15 

ZA  205210 

D 

II  tl 

201b  TNT 

15 

ZA  178178 

D 

M  II 

201b  TNT 
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DATE 

LOCATIOI^  ■ 

■  DE8T/IWAC  . 

.TYBEJIINE 

ADDML  CHARGE 

June 

15 

ZA  177177 

D 

FlAl  Clucom 

.15 

ZA  20521s 

D 

tt  !l 

17 

YA  9432C9 

D 

II  tl 

4  lb  TNT 

23 

933283  ■ 

D 

tl  11 

12  lb  TNT 

Jujj-- 

■  18 

YA  899401 

E 

11  It 

15  lb  TNT 

18 

YA  899402 

E 

11  It 

15  lb  TNT 

1  rS 

J  0 

YA  898408  ■ 

E 

15  lb  TNT 

18 

YA  899410  ■ 

E 

t>  11 

15  lb  TNT 

19 

YA  915269 

E 

.11  n 

12  lb  TNT 

27 

YA  915269 

E 

11  It 

6  lb  TNT 

'-.ry 

{ 

YA  916269 

E 

11  tl 

6  lb  TNT 

2'^ 

YA  919269 

E 

11  It 

6  lb  TNT 

27 

YA  921270 

E 

*1  11 

6  lb  TNT 

2? 

Yi\  921271 

E 

II  It 

6  lb  TNT 

< 

Ya  923275 

E 

n  It 

6  lb  TNT 

27 

YA  924276 

E 

6  lb  TNT 

21 

YA  927280 

E 

II  It 

6  lb  TNT 

28 

YA  905270 

E 

II  tl 

7  lb  TNT 

23 

YA  911269 

E 

M  11 

7  lb  TNT 

28 

YA  896393 

E 

7  lb  TNT 

28 

YA  899398 

E 

It  11 

7  lb  TNT 

28 

YA  899391 

E 

It  II 

7  lb  TNT 

YA  899399 

E 

It  tl 

7  lb  TNT 

..  28 

YA  899400 

'  E 

7  lb  TNT 

31 

BR  250484  ■ 

E 

II  11 

7  lb  TNT 

Aiogiis'; 

11 

YA  944290 

E 

tl  .  II 

5  lb  TNT 

11 

Yii  933292 

D 

II  II 

10  lb  TNT 

14 

Sa(p^?mbsr 

YA  939283 

E 

1 

11  II 

9  lb  TNT 

'i 

YA931282 

D 

It  It 

•  3  .  • 

Y/V946291 

B 

11  11 

12 

-  i,  0 

October* 

AR837383 

D 

VJooden  Shoebox 
Type 

15  lb  TNT 

3 

YA8963ii4 

D 

1  US  fflLAl 

6i  lb  TNT 

D  -  Destroyed 

E  -  Evacuated 
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DATE 

UNIT 

MORTAR  attacks 

LOCATION 

ROUNDS 

TYPE 

CAS 

April 

08 

Hq  1-10  Cav 

ZA  168337 

40 

82nm 

1  WIA  . 

08 

2/4  Bde 

ZA  115277 

35 

82iiim 

10 

B/1-12  Tnf 

ZA  027937 

10 

/82iini 

lA 

fi/5— At+.v 

ZA  031934 

10 

82ffim 

11  NIA 

19 

B/1-8  Inf 

lA  822236 

15 

82nini 

21 

bA-IO  Cav 

YA  898382 

13 

82nmi 

21 

A/3-8  Inf 

YA  898382 

75 

82nim 

3  VJIA 

21 

1-8  Inf 

Y.A  929146 

5 

UNK 

22 

2/4  Bde 

ZA  093309 

3 

82mm 

12  vn:A,3. 

26 

A/3-12  Inf 

YA  767393 

30 

82mm 

28 

B/3-12  Inf 

Y\  893374 

25 

UNK 

28 

B/3-12  ,Inf 

YA  893374 

21 

UNK 

29 

A/3-8  Inf 

BQ  072425 

5 

60nmi 

30 

Hq/l-8  Inf 

YA  863136 

30-40 

UNK 

1  WIA 

fey 

01 

A/3-12  Inf 

YA  787334 

UNK 

6Ciiim 

01 

A/3-12  Inf 

YA  791337 

UNK 

60mm 

19 

B/1-8  Inf 

YA  713311 

35 

82nim 

19 

b/1-8  Inf 

YA  713311 

25 

82iBm 

19 

B/3-12  Inf 

YA  898385 

1 

UNK 

20-21 

A,3,C/l-8  Inf 

YA  717318 

175 

82nim 

21 

b/1-8  Inf 

YA  702304 

9 

UNK 

21 

B/l-8  Inf 

YA  717318 

30 

82nm 

21 

C/3-8  Inf 

YA  825394 

13 

62iiim 

a 

C/3-12  Inf 

YA  825394 

13-18 

82mm 

21 

CIDG 

YA  808233 

40 

6Qmm 

22 

B/3-12  Inf 

YA  "^2345 

75 

62mm 

24 

1-8  Inf 

YA  788239 

lS-20 

82mm 

24 

B/3-12  Inf 

YA  735346 

70-80 

82mm 

24 

B/1-22  Inf 

YA  749238 

70 

82om 

24 

CA-22  Inf 

YA  763228 

20 

60mm 

25 

C/3-8  Inf 

YA  7731 

17 

UNK 

25 

FSB/1-22  Inf 

YA  788239 

25 

UNK 

26 

B/C/3-8  Inf 

YA  735312 

40 

60mm 

29 

FSE/1-22  Inf 

YA  788239 

40 

32nm 

30 

A/3-12  Inf 

YA  744354 

10 

82ii9n 

June 

01 

FSB/2-8  Inf 

YA  838178 

20 

82mm 

14 

FSB/'l-lO  Cav 

ZA  163345 

48 

B2m. 

14 

FSB/1-10  Cav 

ZA  163345 

8 

B2m 

15 

FSB A -10  Cav 

ZA  163345 

1 

82mm 

19 

FSB/2-8  Inf  (M) 

YA  838178 

94 

82nim 

23 

Due  CO 

YA  840250 

30 

82mm 

24 

DUG  CO 

YA  808232 

6 

82mm 

26 

A/3-12  Inf 

YA  847300 

2 

UNK 

July 

02 

a/3-8  Inf 

YA  827396 

15 

UNK 

05 

B/3-8  Inf 

YA  894972 

1 

82mm 

15 

PL'^:  DO  LI*  : 

AR  8802k) 

35 

82mm 

22 

1-69  Armor 

BR  015489 

4 

82nim 

24 

B/2-8  Inf  (M) 

YA  839188 

35 

UNK 

Cou  F  \DE  Kl~  t  A.U 
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LOCATION 

ROUNDS 

TYPE 

CAS 

;Ai;':ust 

06 

A/4th  Engr 

YA  980451 

1 

82nim 

23 

1/4  Bde 

YA  9030 

26 

122nnn  rocket 

1  m. 

27 

PLEI  DO  LIM 

liR  8828.- 

50 

82inra 

2  PA 

..:opt2;:nber 

bl 

EDAP  ENAKG 

Zj\  035301 

20 

82mni 

23  vn/. 

02 

D/l-22  Inf 

/iR  913264 

7 

60n)m 

u2 

B/1-22  Inf 

AR  943228 

3 

60inm 

07 

FSB/3-12  Inf 

ZA  149607 

7 

60mm 

07 

A/3 -12  Inf 

ZA  080607 

4 

82nini 

08 

1-8  Inf 

YA  808233 

7 

82mni 

24 

1-12  Inf 

BR  10.  '68 

15-20 

82nim 

25 

C/l-12  Inf 

BR  125238 

7 

60nira 

27 

C/1-12  Inf 

BR  135238 

5-6 

60nm 

28 

B/3-12  Inf 

BR  168250 

3 

60n)ni 

■V 
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_CHRLNOLOGICAL  StMlARY  OF  SIGNIFICANT  ACTIVITIES 
OPERATION  FRANCIS  MARION 


6  April.  4th  Infantry  Division  contmenoed  Operation  FRANCIS  MARION. 

The  major  elements  of  the  division  were  disposed  as  follows:  Ist  Brigade 
with  three  infantry  battalions  was  northaai<t  of  DUG  CO  on  route  14B;  the 
2d  Brigade  with  tlu'ee  infantry  battalions  was  southwest  of  PLEIKU  at  Oasis; 
1st  Squadron,  10th  Cavalry  was  located  vrest  of  PLEIKU  on  route  500;  1st 
Battalion,  69th  Armor  was  located  east  of  PLEIKU  on  route  19. 

The  81mm  Mortar  Platoon  of  Compaiiy  C,  3d  Battalion,  8th 
Infantry  located  at  YA899131  received  four  separate  chemical  attacks 
delivered  from  the  southeast  and  drifting  to  the  northwest  across  the 
platoon's  perimeter.  The  fourth  attack  was  the  most  severe  and  caused 
eye  irritation.  The  3d  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  closed  into  the  division 
TACR  on  2100  hours  after  a  road  convoy  from  TUY  HOA. 

7  April.  Company  A,  1st  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  had  brief  contact 
with  an  unknown  size  NVA  force  at  yA788535  at  1245  hours  resulting  in  one  NVA 
KIA.  Company  C,  1st  Battalion,  22d  Infantry  made  contact  with  one  VC  at 
ZAO75517  resulting  in  one  US  WIA.  A  tank  from  Troop  B,  1st  Squadron,  10th 
Cavalrj'^  hit  a  mine  at  ZAI20467. 

8  April.  Company  C,  1st  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  located  250  bunkers, 
foxholes  and  spider  holes,  12  cooking  houses,  one  spring-fed  pool  and  40 
possible  graves  estimated  six  months  old  at  YA845071.  Company  C,  1st 
Battalion,  22d  Infantry  made  contact  with  four  VC  armed  with  AK-47  rifles 
at  ZAO95503  resulting  in  one  VC  KIA.  The  Oasis  complex  received  40-50 
rounds  of  mortar  fire  at  I900  hours;  all  rounds  landed  outside  the  peri¬ 
meter,  1st  Squadron,  10th  Cavalry  command  post  at  ZA094447  received 
approximately  40  82mm.  mortar  rounds  from  the  southwest  resulting  in  three 
US  WIA;  one  M577,  one  M62  wrecker,  and  one  10  Kl'J  generator  damaged.  At 
2020  hours,  a  tank  and  a  1/4  ton  vehicle  from  Company  C,  1st  Battalion 
69th  Armor  received  intensive  automatic  weapons  and  anti  tank  fire  at 
AR985505  resulting  in  three  US  WIA.  Company  A,  1st  Battalion,  69th  Armor  be- 
oams  OPCON  to  the  1st  Air  Cavalry  Division  (AM). 

9  April.  • 

10  April,  At  1250  hours  C6hipany  A,  1st  Battalion,  8th  Infantry 
engaged  estimated  two  NVA  platoons  at  YA854055.  Company  A  (-),  3d 
Battalion,  8th  Infantry  at  1928  hours  made  contact  with  two  VC  at  YA993374 
resulting  in  one  VC  KIA, 

11  April,  At  1355  hours.  Company  A,  Ist  Battalion,  22d  Infantry  killed 
one  NVA  and  captured  one  AK-47  at  ZA071484. 

12  April, 

13  April.  •  ■ 

14  April,  Battery  A,  5th  Battalion,  l6th  Artillery  received  8-10 
81mm  mortar  rounds  at  ZA029937  resulting  in  11  VIIA, 
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15  April,  An  APC  from  Troop  C,  3d  Squadron^  JVth  Cavalry  hit  a  nine 
at  YA953432  resulting  in  one  US  WIA,  At  ZA120467  a  tank  from  Troop  B, 
let  Squadron.  10th  Cavalry  hit  a  mine. 

16  April.  At  0155  hours  a  suspected  VC  element  attempted  to  blow 
the^brid'ge  nt  BR145535.  .  The  bridge  remained  intact  but  would  not  support 
traffic.  An  AVLB  was  emplaced  until  repairs  were  made. 

17  April,  A  Ist  Brigade  civil  affairs  team  received  automatic  weapons 
and  small  aims  fire  from  an  estimated  VC  squad  at  YA917323  resulting  in  one 

US. WIA.  Two  platoons  from  Company  C ,  2d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  (Mech)  operating 
with  the  PLiil  ME  C IDG  company,  make  contact  with  an  estimated  NVA  company 
at  ZAI30I72,  Contact  lasted  from  0814  until  1035  hours  resulting  in  three 
US  KIA,  one  of  which  was  a  US  CIDG  advisor.'  At  1220  hours,  Company  C  (-), 
had  a  brief  contact  with  an  estimated  two  VC  companies  accompanied  by  NVA 
advisors  resulting  in  one  US  KIA.  .Company  B,  2d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry 
(Mech)  made  contact  with  seven  VMC  at  ZA109166  resulting  in  two  VIC  KIA.  At  1730 
hom’s  Company  B  again  made  contact  with  an  unknown  size  force  at  ZA124177 
resulting  in  two  US  KIA,  six  US  WIA,  two'  US  MIA;  three  NVA  KIA. 

18  April.  Company  A,  3d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  made  contact  with 
three  VIIC  at  YA 930327  resulting  in  three  VMC. KIA.  Company  B,  2d  Battalion, 

8th  Infantry  (Mech)  conducted  a  search  of  the  battlefield  and  found  two  US  KIA 
f ran  the  previous  days  action.  Company  B  also  found  five  NVA  KIA,  one  SKS 

one  AK--47,  2000  rounds  of  7.62  ammunition,  one  bag  of  documents,  seven  CHIMCC*'! 
stick  grenades,  500  .pounds  of  rice,  30  sets  of  web  gear,  and  five  medical  aid  bags 

19April.  Company  A,  2d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  (Mech)  conducted  a  village 
evacuation  and' destruction  mission  at  ZA156153.  Approximately  13  tons  of 
rice  were  found  in  the ^village.  A  tank  from  Troop  B,  let  Squadron,  10th 
Cavalry  hit  a  mine  at  14929280.  A  five  ton  dump  truck  from  4th  Engineer 
Battalion  hit  a  mine  at  YA938286  resulting  in  one  US  WIA, 

20  April.  •Companj'-  B  (-),  lat  Battalion,  22d  Infantry  had  contact  at 
1115  hours  with  lO  'Vl'lC  at  24017405  resulting  in  one  VMC  KIA;  one  pistol 
(unknown  type),  one  carbine,  two  US  grenades  and  one  document  bag  captured, 

21  April.  At  1305  hours  Company  B,  3d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  made 
contact  with  three  NVA  at  YA 944342  resulting  in  one  NVA  KlA,  one  NVA  CIA. 

Cimpahy  C,  1st  Battalion, . 6th  Infantry  at  YA929146  received  five  rounds  of 
unknown  type  mortar  fire  at  2355  hours  resulting  in  two  US  WIA.  At  2355 
hours  trie  1st  Platoon,  ComparLy,  A,  3d  Battalion,  Sth  Infantry,  1st  Platoon, 

Troop  B,  1st  Squadron,  .10th  Cavalry  and  Battery  D,  5th  Battalion,  I6th 
Artillery  at  YA893375  came  under  mortar  attack.  The  attack  continued 
sporatically  from  the  southwest  until  0133  hours.  A  total  of  205  82mm 
rounds  were  received  resulting  in  three  US  IiflA.  A  tank  from  Troop  B,  ist 
Squadron,  10th  Cavalry  hit  a  mine  at  YA938434. 

22  April.  Company  B,  1st  Battalion,  Sth  Infantry  encountered  punji 
stakes  along  a  tfa.il  at  YA 972102  resulting  in  two  US  OTA.  Company  B,  1st 
Battalion,  22d  Infantry  located  a  large  cache  at  YA974539  containing  one 
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.  MAS  rifle,  nine  12  gauge  shotguns,  one  pair  wire  cutters,  two  MG  (type 
unknown),  one  barrel  for  an  unknown  type  weapon,  one  carbine  barrel,  one 
teletypewriter  set,  21  telephone  sets,  two  sewing  machines,  nine  boxes  TNT 
with  54  1/4  pound  blocks  per  box,  one  box  of  documents  and  miscellaneous 
radio  parts. 

23  April.  Company _C  (-),  2d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  (Mech)  at  ZA097167 
made  contact  with  two  NVA  at  1050  hours  resulting  in  one  WA  KIA.  At  1217 
hours  they  made  contact  with  an  NVA  squad  resulting  in  two  US  WIA;  two  NVA 
KIA,  twojAK-47's  captured, 

24  April.  An  AFC  from  Company  C,  2d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  (Meeh)  hit 
a  mine  at  ZA025216  resulting  in  throe  US  WIA,  Another  AFC  from  Troop  A,  1st 
Squadron,  10th  Cavalry,  hit  a  mine  at  ZA175174  resulting  in  two  US  TOA. 

At  ZAI92447  a  4th  Engineer  Battalion  2-1/2  ton  truck  hit  a  mine  resulting 
in  two  US  WIA. 

25  April.  Company  C  (-),  2d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  (Mech)  made  contact 
at  1440  hours  with  a  small  NVA  force  at  2^1107166  resulting  in  two  NVA  KIA;  one 
AK-47  captured;  one  US  WIA.  An  AFC  from  Company  A,  2d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry 
hit  a  mine  at  ZA145213. 

26  April.  1st  Platoon,  Company  B,  1st  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  at 
1755  hours  made  contact  with  an  unknown  size  NVA  force  at  YA848132.  Con¬ 
tact  was  broken  at  1950  hours  resulting  in  15  IWA  KIA,  one  AK-47  captxu*ed, 

<•  two  US  KIA,  eight  US  'WIA.  Company  C  (-),  2d  Battalion,  8th  Infaitry  (Mech) 
made  contact  with  an  unknown  size  enemy  force  and  received  sporatic  sniper 
fire  from  I4OO  until  1700  hours  resulting  in  one  NVA  KIA  and  one  US  KIA.  At 
1825  hows  Company  B,  3d  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  had  30  82tim  mortar  rounds 
land  300  irieters  from  their  position  at  TA767393. 

27  April.  Company  A,  1st  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  sustained  one  US  WIA 
when  an  individual  stepped  on  a  mine  at  YA640091, 

28  April,  Company  B,  3d  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  at  YA894378  received 
approximately  46  rounds  of  82mra  mortar  fire  from  0045  to  0136  hours  resulting 
in  10  US  VIA,  counter-mortar  radar  generator  and  one  M109  shop  van 
damaged.  Company  C,  1st  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  at  1530  hours  sighted  two 
NVA  vicinity  YA8i2134  resulting  in  one  NVA  KIA  and  two  rucksacks  captured. 

At  1725  hours  they  made  contact  vdth  an  estimated  two  platoon  enemy  force. 
Qatactwas  broken  at  1830  hours  resulting  in  five  NVA  KI/v,  three  AK-47 's, 
one  SKS  captiared;  one  US  KIA, 

29  April.  At  1500  hours  Recondo  Patrol  2E  made  contact  with  eight  VC 
in  vicinity  of  AR755116  resulting  in  four  VC  KIA.  A  M-Zf2  (duster)  from 
Battery  D,  4th  Battalion,  60th  Artillery  hit  a  mins  c!.t  ZA085251  resulting 
in  one  US  VttA. 
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30  April.  Company  A,  2d  Battalion,  8th  Infanti^  (Mech)  made  contact  vdth 
an  estimated  NVA  platoon  at.  ZiVlOSiyS  at  1025  hours.  Contact  was  br  ken  and 
regained  several  times  until  1845  hours.  The  results  for  the  action  were 
13  NVA  KIA;  three  AK-47's  captured;  two  US  KIA,  11  US  WIA.  The  fire  support 
base,  1st  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  received  approximately  JO-l^O  mortar  roixnds 
with  5  to  15  rounds  landing  inside  the  perimeter.  The  attack  lasted  from  2155 
until  2240  hours  resulting  in  one  US^  VIIA. 

1  1-iay.  At  0717  hours  Company  A,  3d  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  made  cont- 
taot  with  an  estimated  NVA  Company  At  YA79i337.  Contact  was  broken  at  0900 
hows  but  re-established  in  the  same  vicinity  by  a  patrol  from  Con?)any  A. 

At  0935  hovtrs  the  main  body  of  Company  A  began  receiving  automatic  weapons 
and  6Qmm  mortar  fire  at  YA791334>  this  contact  was  broken  at  1029  hours. 

The  entire  morning's  action  resulted  in  three  US  KIA,  I6  I'TLA;  20  NVA  KIA, 
one  NVAC,  eight  SKS,  five  AK-47's,  one  RPD,  one  pistol,  one  B-40  rocket  laun¬ 
cher  captured.  Company  B,  3d  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  at  II50  hours  engaged 
two  NVA  at  YA808331  resulting  in  tvro  NVA  KIA.  At  1420  the  Ist  Platoon,  Company 
C,  1st  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  made  contact  with  three  NVA  at  yA849137.  Contact 
was  broken  ten  minutes  later  resulting  in  two  NVA  KIA.  At  1230  hours  Con^a^ 

A,  2d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  (Mech)  led  by  two  tanks  from  Troop  A,  1st 
Squadron,  10th  Cavalry  engaged  an  estimated  NVA  Battalion  in  a  bunker 
complex  vicinity  2A109171.  Contact  lasted  throughout  the  afternoon  and  was 
finallj''  broken  at  1745' hours.  R^ults  were  one  US  KIA,  12  US  WIA.  The  bat¬ 
tlefield  and  bunker  complex  are  to  be  swept  on  2  May.  An  APC  from  Company  B,  , 
2d  ;6attalion,  8th  Infantry  (Mech)  hit  a  mine  at  ZA174213. 

2  May.  Company  A,  3d  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  discovered  one  NVA  KIA 
and  one  AK-47  at  YA797333 .  Company  A  found  a'  NVA  base  camp  and  bunker  com¬ 
plex  at  YA795334.  Company  3,  3d  Battalion,  12th  Injfantry  found  at  YA793337' 
a  newly  constructed  base  camp  that- included  bunkers  with  overhead  cover  and 
an  aid  station  equipped  with  an  operating  table.  At  YA696337.  Company  B 
found  four  KVA  estimated  killed  by  artillery  1  May.  Company  C,  lot  Battalion, 
22d  Infantry  at  1405  hours  made  contact  vdth  four  NVA  at  ZA037467.  Contact 
was  broken  at  1452  hours  resulting  in  one  SKS  and  fow  NVA  packs  captured. 
Companies  A  and  C,  1st  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  had  continuous  but  intermit¬ 
tent  contact  throughout  the  afternoon  i-dth  an  unknown  size  NVA  force  vici¬ 
nity  Y/i777178.  "^his  contact  was  broken  at  2000  hours.  Company  A,  2d  Battalion, 
8th  Infantry  (Mech)  conducted  search  and  destruction  of  the  NVA's  bunker 
complex  attacked  the  previous  day;  results,  133  NVA  bodies. 

3  I-iay.  Company  B,  3d  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  found  twp  NVA  bodies  and 
31  82iuiii  mortar  rounds  at  YA793332.  At  1430  hours  Con^any  A,  1st  Battalion, 

8th  Infantrjr  made  contact  and  killed  one  KVA  at  YA779173.  Company  C,  1st 
Battalion,  8th  Infantry,  while  sweeping  their  perimeter  at  0^45  hours,  re¬ 
ceived  automatic  weapons  and  small  ams  fire.  Fire  was  returaed;  results, 
seven  NVA  KIA,  two  AK-47 's  captured.  At  1350  hours  Company  C,  1st  Battadion, 
8th  Infantry  received  a  short  round  of  friendly  artillery  resulting  in  eight 
US  WIA.  A  tank  from  Company  B,  1st  Battalion,  69th  Armor  hit  a  mine  at 
IA860158. 
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k  fey.  Company  B,  1st  Battalion,  22d  Infantry  at  1220  hours  at  ZA0i+lA20 
made  contact  vdth  tvro  NVA,  resulting  in  one  NVA  KIA  and  one  AK-47  captured. 

In  the  vicinity  of  the  same  location  Company  B  found  11  bunkers,  four  huts 
and  two  small  kitchens.  At  0645  hours  Companies  A  and  C,  1st  Battalion, 

8th  Infantry  made  contact  with  an  \mknown  size  force  at  YA769171.  Contact 
varied  from  light  to  heavy  throughout  the  morning  and  early  afternoon  vfith 
contact  being  broken  at  1315  hours.  Result  of  contact;  five  US  KIA,  eight 
US  ICCA.  Company  A,  2d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  (Mech)  continued  sweeping 
the  area  of  the  1  May  contact,  finding  a  total  of  150  sets  of  web  gear,  four 
binoculars  and  three  NVA  killed  by  artillery  at  ZA117171.  Recondo  patrol 
IE  at  1314  hours  at  YA739333  made  contact  with  six  NVA  resulting  in  two  NVA 
KIA.  Patrol  extracted  after  contact.  At  yA898406  a  tank  from  Troop  B,  1st 
Squadron,  lOth,  Cavalry  hit  a  mine.  At  YA957288  a  road  grader  from  Company  A, 

20th  Engineer  Battalion,  hit  a  mine. 

5  fey.  Company  A,  2d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  (Mech)  received  small 
arras  fire  at  ZA105162  at  1226  hours.  Fire  was  returned  and  a  search  of  the 
resulted  in  one  NVA  KIA,  one  AK-47  captiffed.  Recondo  Patrol  2F  at  1715 
hours  at  ZA009257  made  contact  with  an  VPfl3  sqi^d.  Contact  was  broken  at  1720 
hours  resulting  in  two  VkJC  KIA,  one  H-2  Carbine  captured.  At  YA898408  a 

dump  truck  from  the  20th  Engineer  Battalion  hit  a  mine  resulting  in  one  US  VilA, 

6  fe:/.  Company  A,  lat  Battalion, 8th  Infantry  engaged  five  NVA  at  1620 
hours  and  pursued  the  NVA  into  a  bunker  complex  vicinity  YA812162  where  the 

,  fire  fight  continued!  Contact  was  broken  at  1800  hours,  resulting  in  eight 
OTA  KIA,  one  NVAC;  two  AK-47' 3,  one  CMICOM  radio  and  one  CHICOM  telephone 
captured. 

7  fey. 

8  May.  At  1129  hours  Hawkeye  Team  H-IA  observed  a  man  carrying  a  bas¬ 
ket  pear  a  village  vicinity  YA8533  58.  The  man  spotted  the  team  and' began 
running,  at  which  time  the  team  opened  fire.  Results;  One  VC  KIA,  two  CHICCM 
grenades  captured  and  destroyed. 

9  May,  At  0240  hours  Ccwipany  A,  3d  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  had  two 
individuals  wo\anded  by  friendly  mortar  HScI  fire  while  on  an  ambush  patrol. 

10  fey.  At  ZA203215  a  tank  from  3d  Platoon,  Company  C,  Ist  Battalion, 

69th  Armor  hit  a  mine. 

11  fey. .  ... 

12  May. 

13  fey.  Company  B,  let  Battalion,  22d. Infantry  found  three  well, camou¬ 
flaged  huts,  one  at  YA963319  and  two  at  YA960332;  contained  a  total  1800  lbs 
of  rice. 

14  May.  At  1740  hours  a  water-carrying  party  from  Company  C,  3d  Battalion, 
32lh  Infantry  at  yA805405  received  25-3P  rounds  of  small  arms  fire  and  one  grenade; 

^  result,  one  US  V/XA, 

15  fey.  Cfmpany  B,  3d  Barttalien,  12th  Infantry  discovered  two  NVA  bodies  in 
a  grave  at  YA776362.  A  road  grader  from  20th  Qigineer  Battalion  hit  a  mine  at 
YA90lL418  r«suiting  isi  one  US  WIA, 
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16  May,  Company  A,  1st  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  found  ten  defensive 
type  bunkers  at  YA873168. 

17  May.  Company  A,  1st  Battalion,  22d  Infantry  in  vicinity  of  YA968316 
found  ten  huts  containing  a  total  of  lOOOlbs  of  rice.  Rice  was  evacuated 
and  huts  were  destroyed.  At  AR942566  a  tank  from  Company  B,  1st  Battalion, 
69th  Armor  hit  a  mine. 

18  May,  At  1230  hours  in  the  vicinity  of  YA7133iO  Company  B,  Ist  Batta¬ 
lion,  8th  Infantry  was  in  contact  with  an  estimated  NVA  Battalion.  Company 
B's  4th  Platoon  was  cut  off  from  the  rest  of  the  company  and  at  1504  hours 
radio  contact  was  lost  with  the  4th  Platoon.  Contact  was  broken  at  1915 
hours,  results  were  10  US  KIA,  23  US  WIA  and  30  US  IHA,  Recon  Platoon  and 
Company  A,  1st  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  wars  airlifted  to  Company  B's  LZ  to 
attempt  to  link-up  with  Company  B's  missing  4th  Platoon,  At  1958  hours  at 
IA735397  Company  B,  3d  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  ambushed  three  NVA  moving 

on  a  trail;  results,  three  US  WIA;  one  NVA  KIA,  two  weapons  captured.  1st 
Battalion,  69th  Armor  on  early  morning  road  sweeps  discovered  the  bridge  at 
BRO9755I,  on  Route  19E,  had  been  blown  and  the  bridge  at  BR208524  5  -id  been 
damaged  by  explosive  charges.  Both  bridges  were  repaired  by  0930  hours. 

At  BR203524  a  2^-ton  truck  hit  a  mine  resulting  in  one  US  WIA. 

19  ktay.  Company  B,  Ist  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  received  two  B-40  rocket 
rounds  at  0155  hours  resulting  in  one  US  KIA  and  one  US  WIA.  Company  A,  1st 
Battalion,  8th  Infantry'-  located  the  missing  4th  platoon  and  found  21  US  KIA, 
eight  survivors  (seven  US  WIA  and  one  uninjured),  one  individual  remained 
MI/i,  Companies  A  and  B  made  a  sweep  of  the  battle  area;  results  119  NVA  KIA» 
fo\ir  small  arms  and  one  crew  served  weapon  captured. 

20  May.  Company  B,  1st  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  at  0513  hours  and  again 
at  1005  hours  at  YA722310  received  10  to  15  rounds  of  mortar  fire.  At  0830 
hours  at  YA939358  a  CIDG  Company  from  PLEI  DJERENG  was  ambushed  by  five  VMC, 
Contact  was  broken  immediately  resulting  in  one  CIDG  KIA  and  one  CIDO-VJIA, 

At  1400  hours  at  YA977956  Recondo  Patrol  2D  exchanged  fire  with  six  NVA;  re¬ 
sults,  one  NVA  KIA.  Patrol  was  extracted.  At  2119  hours  Companies  A,  B,  C 
and  Reconnaissance  Platoon,  1st  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  while  occupying  a 
night  defensive  position  at  YA717318,  came  under  a  heavy  mortar  attack  fol¬ 
lowed  by  intense  small  arms,  automatic  weapons  and  rocket  fire  supporting  a 
heavy  ground  attack  from  the  south  and  southwest, 

21  May.  Companies  A,  B,  and  C,  1st  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  were  still 
receiving  sporadic  small  arms  and  rocket  fire  at  0100  hours.  Three  separate 
ground  attacks  were  launched  against  the  battalion  perimeter  from  the  south 
and  southwest;  all  were  repulsed.  The  battle  area  was  swept  at  first  light; 
results,  16  US  KIA  and  66  US  WIA;  37  NVA  KIA,  one  NVAC,  The  fire  support 
base  3d  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  located  at  YA835395  received  30  rounds  of 
mortar  fire  at  0130  hours.  At  111?  hours  vicinity  YA 73 5385  an  individual 
from  3d  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  stepped  on  a  CBU  resulting  in  one  US  KIA 
and  one  US  WIA,  Recondo  Patrol  2E  made  contact  at  0635  hours  with  an  un¬ 
known  size  NVA  force  at  ZA189058.  Contact  was  broken  at  0700  hours;  re.- 
sults,  three  US  WIA;  seven  NVA  KIA.  A  resupply  convoy, from  company  A,  2d 
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,  Battalion,  8th  Infantry.  (Mech)  a  2|-ton  truck  hit  a  mine  at  ZA105215. 

22  May .  At  0715  hours  while  preparing  to  move  put  cf  their  night  loca¬ 
tion  at  yA732346,  Companies  A. and  B,  3d  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  received 
heavy  mortar,  rocket  and  small  arms  fires  from  an  NVA  battalion  size  force. 

This  was  followed  by  a  ground  attack  from  the  west.  Artillery  and  all*  employed. 
Contact  was  broken  at  1125  hours,  resulting  in  10  US  KIA,  77  WIA;  6l  NVA  KIA, 
four  NVAC,  nine  AK-47’a,  eight  SKS,  two  RPD  captured.  At  2125  hours.  Company  A, 

Ist  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  received  one  mortar  round  in  the  night  location  at 
YA717318  resulting  in  three  US  VrtA, 

23  May,  At  082Q  hours  at  YA725334  Company  C,  3d  Battalion,  12th  Infantry 
was  fired  on  by  NVA  snipers  resulting  in.  one  US  KIA,  At  1215  hours,  Ceaapany 
C  again  received  fire  from  theee  NVA  at  YA727335,  causing  one  US  WlA. 

Company  B,  3d  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  found  eight  NVA  bodies  and  one  AK-47 

at  YA732345.  At  1030  .  hours  Racondo  Patrol  2F  at  ZA045119  made  contact  with 
an  unknown  size  NVA  force;  result,  one  NVA  KIAj  patrol  extracted.  A  vehicle 
from  Battery  A,  3d  Battalion,  6th  Artillery  hit  a  mine  at  ZA1202^. 

24  y&y.  Company  A,  3d  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  discovered  five  NVA 
bodies  at  YA728345.  At  1315  hours  Company  B,  3d  Battalion, ■12th  Infantry 
took  two  NVA  soldiers  under  fire  resulting  in  one  NVA  KIA,  one  AK-47  cap¬ 
tured,  Company  C,  3d  Battilion,  ■l2th  Infantry  found  four  NVA  bodies  at  YA 
728345.  At  1612  hours  at  YA735346,  Companies  B  and  C,  3d  Battalion,  12th 
Infantry  began  receiving  mortar  and  rocket  fires,.  Four  minutes  later  the 
two  companies  were  heavily  engaged.  Contact  was  broken  at  1750  hours;  re¬ 
sults,  four  US  KIA,  20  WIA;  37  NVA  KIA,  six  small  arms,  two  B-40  rocket 
launchers  captured.  At  2355  hours.  Company  B,  1st  Battalion,  22d  Infantry 
at  YA749238  found  three  NVA  KIA,  two  weapons,  two  packs  with  documents.  At 
120C. hours.  Recondo.  Patrol  2H  made  contact  with  five  NVA  at  YA845105.  Re¬ 
sults  were  two  NVA  KIA,  patrol  was  extracted. .  At  0800  hours,  the  173d  Air¬ 
borne  Brigade  began  arriving  at  New  PLEIKO  Airfield.  At  2300  hours  34  sorties 
had  arrived  and  moved  from  PLEIKU  by  truck  to  their  new  CP  located  vicinity 
ZA033420. 

.  25  May,  Conqjany  A,  3d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  found  a  large  NV.A  base 
camp  at  YA803400  containing  160  bunkers,  55  foxhole-fighting  positions  and 
six  latrines,  At  YA726316  Company  A,  3d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  found 
one  NVA  body.  Company  B,  3d  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  found  five  NVA  bodies 
at  YA735346  and  also,  one  .machine  gun  and  one  rifle.  At  1410  hours.  Company 
C,  3d  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  picked  up  one  NVA  IVIA  at  YA742352,  Also 
in  the  aame  area.  Company  C  found  a  base  camp  with  25  sand  bag  bunkers,  two 
underground  mess  halls,  six  mortar  positions,  15  mortar  rounds,  miscella¬ 
neous  medical  supplies  and  600  lbs  of  rice.  At  l045  hours  at  YA 926993  Recondo 
Patrol  2B  called  artillery  and  TAG  air  on  a  suspected  NVA  position,  there  was  one 
large  secondary  explosion  resulting  and  the  patrol  observed  many  individuals  flee¬ 
ing  the  area.  At  2000  hours.  Recondo  Patrol  2B  was  being  assaulted  by  an  unknown 
size  NVA  force.  Artillery  and  TAC  air  were  .called;  prtrol  extracted  at  2230  hours; 
results,  two  NVA  KIA.  An  APO  from  2d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  (Mech)  hit  a  mine 
at  AR850375  resulting  in  14  US  WIA.  173d  Airbome  Brigade  continued  closing  New 
PLEIKU  Airfield.  As  of  2330  hours  102  sorties  completed. 
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26  May.  At  0858  hours  Company  C,  3d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  made  cont- 
tact  with  an  estimated  WA  battalion  .at  YA 735310.  Artillery  and  TAG  air 
were  employed  and  Company  B,  3d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  linked-up  with  Com¬ 
pany  C  at  0933  hours.  Both  companies  received  heavy  autcanatic  weapons, 
small  arms  and  mortar  fire.  Contact  was  broken  at  1212  hours.  Restilts  were 
10  US  KIA,  69  WIA;  96  NVA  KIA,  18  AK-47'a,  five 'B-40,  four  SKS,  one  AR-15, 
and  one  CHICOM  radio  captured.  173d  Airborne  Brigade  continued  closing  New 
PLEIKU  Airfield.  A  total,  of  155  shorties  completed. 

27  May.  Compan3r  A,  3d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  captured  two  NVA  WIA  while 
sweeping  the  previous,  day's  battlefield.  Company  B,  2d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry 
(Mech)  was  engaged  by  eight  NVA  at  1101  hours  at  ZA132172;  results,  two 

NVA  F(IA,  one  APC  damaged  by  A  B-40  rocket  round.  At  1015  hours  at  YA773213, 
n  pi,at,oon  from  Company  A,  1st  Battalion,  22d  Infantry  and  tankb  from  the  3d 
platoon.  Company  B,  1st  Battalion,  69th  Armor,  moving  to  reinforce  Recondo 
Patrol  2F,  had  contact  with  two  NVA  platoons;  resij.ts,  16  US  WIA.  Two  4th 
Aviation  Battalion  gunskips  received  ground  fire;  results,  one  US  WIA,  173d 
Airborne  Brigade  completed  airlift  and  at  0800  hours  closed  into  their  new 
CP,  located  at  ZA203342.  TFie  brigade  continued  preparation  for  future  oper¬ 
ations.  ' 

28  May.  Cvrapany  A,  Ist  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  located  a  bunker  complex 

viutidt,)-  YA96735.'.  The  25  bunkers  were  used  approximately  one  month  before. 
Company  A,  3d  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  at  2255  hours  received  two  rounds  of 
yrtiTiery  01  i-tc  r  fire  resulting  in  three  US  KIA,  one  US  WIA.  At  1555  hours 

at  Hei  3el  Army  Airfield,  Camp  Enari,  a  gunship  from  the  355th  Assault  Heli¬ 
copter  Company  '  cidentally  fired  a  rocket  which  hit  a  Ist  Squadron,  10th  Cav¬ 
alry  gunship  or  the  ground;  result,  two  US  OTA,  ohe  UH-IC  destroyed. 

29  May.  At  0400  hoiiro  the  fire  support  base  of  the  1st  Battalion,  22d 
Infantry  received  40  rounds  of  82mra  mortar  fire.  At  1615  hours  Recondo  Patrol 
2D  spotted  three  NVA  vicinity  yA850122;  result,  three  NVA  KIA. 

30  May. 

31  Hay. 

1  Jutne.  At  0400  hom*3  2d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry's  fire  support  base 
received  40  rounds  of  mortar  fire  and  small  arms  fire  from  the  north;  re¬ 
sults,  one  APC  amaged.  At  0505  hours  an  ambush  patrol  from  Company  B,  3d 
Battalion,  12th  Infantry,  located  at  YA763395,  received  a  friendly  mortar 

xOklima  i\\j  ulic  ocuiic?  Cxjuv  iv  v  .yW  Oa »» wo J. J. 4.^*1  y  j 

YA750037  received  two  friendly  artillery  rounds  inside  their  perimeter.  Re¬ 
sults  of  the  two  incidents,  one  US  KIA,  seven  US  WXA,  .Company  C,  3d  Battalion, 
12th  Infantry  found  one  NVA  body  and  throe  AK-47'sat  YA763690. 

2  June.  At  I406  hours  Recondo  Patrol  2G  made  contact  with  17  NVA  at 
IA770221.  A  platoon  from  Company  A,  1st  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  and  three 
tanks  from  Company  B,  1st  Battalion,,  69th  Armor  effected  link-up  with  the 
patrol,  after  which  contact  was  made  with  an  unknown  size  NVA  force.  The 
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4i^  combined  force  received  B-40  rocket  and  email  arms  firea.  Artillery  waa  . 

\  called;  results,  one  US  KIA,  five  US  WIA;  eight  NVA  KIA,  six  AK-47's,  two 
B-40  rocket  launchers  captured.  At  1822  hours  a  VTR  sent  to  aid  a  tank 
on  Highway  19W  at  YA788226  struck  a  mine.  At  1840  hovirs  a  2^~ton  dunip  truck 
slid  off  the  road  and  overturned  at  BR001506,  killing  two  US  personnel. 


3  June.  At  1345  hours  a  NVA  walked  into  the  2d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry's 
fire  support  base  with  a  CHIBU  HOI  pass.  At  1855  hours  Recondo  Patrol  3B  re¬ 
ceived  fire  from  four  VG.  The  patrol  returned  fire  and  called  artillery. 
Results;  one  VC  KIA^  patrol  extracted. 


4  June.  An  APC  from  the  2d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  (Mech)  hit  a  mine  at  YA 
855192  wounding  four  US  personnel. 


5  June. 

6  June.  Recondo  Patrol  4H  vicinity  ZA029397  at  0815  hours  fired  on 
five  NVA  at  15  meters  distance;  results,  one  NVA  KIA, 

7  June.  At  1230  hours  at  YA794333,  Company  C,  3d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry 
found  one  NVA  body  wrapped  in  a  poncho.  At  2000  hours  a  helicopter  from 
Troop  D,  1st  Squadron,  10th  Cavalry  at  Hensel  AAF  was  destroyed  when  a  flars 
ignited  as  the  aircraft  was  being  loaded. 

8  June. 

9  June.  At  YA842202  Company  A,  2d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  (Meoh) 
found  100  foxholes  and  50  bunkers  with  overhead  cover.  Position  hai.  been 
used  within  the  last  seven  days, 

10  June.  A  vehicle  from  the  1st  Battalion,  503d  Airborne  Infantry  hit 
a  mine  at  ZA209599  resulting  in  two  US  WLk, 

11  June.  At  1000  hours  a  2(i  Drigade  Civil  Affairs  Team,  accompanied  by 
two  squads  from  the  2d  Brigade  Reaction  Platoon,  received  50  rounds  of  small 
arms  fire  and  one  B-40  rocket  round  at  AR864369,  killing  one  US  and  wounding 
one  US.  At  1235  hours  the  2d  Brigade  Reaction  Platoon  made  contact  with  an 
unknown  size  force  in  the  vicinity  of  the  ambush,  resulting  in  one  NVA  KIA. 
Recondo  Patrol  2E  at  0940  hours  exchanged  fire  with  seven  VMC  at  ZA011220; 
result,  one  VMC  KIA.  An  APC  from  the  1st  Battalion,  69th  Armor  hit  a  mine 
at  AR943565. 

12  June.  Two  APC's  from  Company  A,  2d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  (Mrob) 
hit  mines  vicinity  YA856229  resulting  in  three  US  WIA.  At  ZA190192  a  2^-ton 
truck  from  the  3d  Battalion,  319th  Artillery  hit  a  mine,  resulting  in  one 

US  vha. 

13  June.  A  gronship  from  the  Zith  Aviation  Battalion  fired  on  eight  to 
ten  VMC  with  packs  hiding  in  a  stream  at  BR018387  killing  one  VMC.  At 
1630  hours  Recondo  Patrol  4I'  made  contact  with  two  VC  vicinity  BROOO4I8, 
resulting  in  one  VMC  KIA,  one  Ml  Carbine  captured,  A  Ist  Battalion,  69th 
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Amor  tank  hit  a  mir'^  at  ZA182183. 

14  June.  From  1925  hours  to  1940  hoijrs  the  1st  Squadron,  10th  Cavalry  fire 
support  base  received  63  rounds  of  82cbij  mortar  fire  from  the  northeast;  re¬ 
sults,  one  US  KIA,  13  US  UIA,  one  MIO6  mortar  carrier  destroyed,  two  OH-23 
helicopters  damaged.’  At  2325  hours  Ist  Squadron,  10  Cavalry's  fire  support 
base  received  .10  more  mortar  rounds.  A  tank  from  Company  C,  1st  Battalion,  69th 
Arsasr  hit  a  mins  at  YA856.226  wounding  one  US. 

15  June.  .  ■ 

16  June.  At  1030  hours  Company  B,  1st  Battalion,  503d  Airborne  Infantiy 
made  contact  with  three  VC  at  ZA210166;  results,  one  VC  KlA.  At  I610  hours 
at  ZA205I44  a  squad  from  Company  B  received  one  round  of  small  arms  fire  re¬ 
sulting  in  one  USvKIA. ■  • 

‘  '  k  '  ■  , 

17  June.  At  2050  hoiirs  Company  A,  2d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  (I%ch ) 
engaged  five  NVA  Ya820175  resulting  in  one  NVA  KIA. 

18  June.  From  2130  hours  until  2150  hours  the  Special  Forces  Camp  at 
DUG  CO  received  20  to  30  j^oiinds  of  82mm  mortar  fire  and  three  to  five  rounds 
of  75mm  recoiless  rifle  fire; results,  three  friendly  WIA.  An  APC  from  the 
Reconnaissance  Platoon,  2d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  (Mech)  hit  a  mine  at  ZA147267, 
resulting  in  five  US  VIIA.  At  0020  hours  a  patrol  from  the  Reconnaissance 
Platoon,  2d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  (Mach)  received  one  short  round  from  a 
friendly  mortar  resulting  in  one  US  KIA  and  one  US  l\fIA. 

19  June.  At  0920  hours  Company  B,  1st  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  made  contact 
with  an  unknown  size  NVA  force  resulting  in  four  NVA  KIA  and  four  AK~4'?'3 
captured.  The  fire  support  base  of  the  2d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  (Mach) 

from  0304  haul’s  until  0519  hours,  experience  three  separate  mortar  attacks; 
rCshltj  one  US  KIA,  14  US  WIA.  Operation  STILLWELL:  4th  Battalion,  503d 
Airborne.  Infantry  initiated  Operation  STILIiifELL  with  a  combat  assault  and 
convoy  movement  into  the  assigned  AO  east  of  PLElKU  with  Ist  Platoon,  Company 
C,  let  Battalion,  69th  Armor  (OPCON). 

20  June, 

21  June. 

•  22  June.  At  ZA175390,  an  APC  from  the  let  Squadron,  10th  Cavalry  hit  a 
mine.  Operation  STILLWEIL:  4th  Battalion, ■5P3d  Airborne  Infantry,  commenced 
airlift  to  OAK  TO.  .  .  ‘ 

23  June.  At  1115  hours  Aero  Rifle  Platoon,  Troop  D,  1st  Squadron,  10th 
Cavalry  was  airlifted  into  an  12  vicinity  ZA072407  and  made  contact  with  an 
estimated  reinforced  enemy  platoon.  Contact  was  broken  at  1555  hours;  re¬ 
sults,  one  US  KIA,  three  US  WIA.  .At  1800  hours  the  Aero'.  Rifle  Platoon,  re¬ 
inforced  by  Compariy- B,  Ist  Battalion,  8th  Infantry,  found  a  bunker  complex 
and  cEptored  two  82nni  mortar  tubes,  three  base  plated,  1  bipod,  one  T&E  me¬ 
chanism.  Operation  STILLWELL;  1st  Battalion,  69th  Armor  assumed  the  mission 
of  Operation  STILLWELL  at  1800  hours. 
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24  June.  At  0935  holira,  the  4th  Administration  Company  CA  team  (OPCON 
to  2d  Brigade)  made  contact  v/ith  an  unkr  n  size  enemy  force  vicinity  AR 
890304.  The  team  received  B-40  rocket,  automatic  weapons  and  small  arms 
fire.  A  platoon  of  1st  Battalion,  69th  Armor  linked-up  and  contact  was 
broken  at  1130  hours;  results,  four  US  ’■JIA;  three  NVA  KIA,  three  AK~47’s 
captured.  At  1656  hours  at  YA826394  the  Reconnaissance  Platoon,  3d  Batta¬ 
lion,  Sth  Infantry  made  contact  vath  seven  VMC;  results,  two  VMC  KIA. 

25  Juno.  At  2050  hours,  vicinr.ty  AR 960493 1st  Battalion,  69th  Armor 

strong  point  on  Highway  19l!i  heard  two  explosions  and  moved  to  investigate.  At 

2108  hours  at  AR956492,  the  tvm  tanks  discovered  a  civilian  bus  had  been  ambushed 

ivhile  traveling  east  on  Route  19B;  results,  three  civilians  KIA,  15  civilians 
WIA,  two  AT  grenades  captured. 

26  June . 

27  June.  Company  B,  1st  Battalion,  69th  Armor,  vicinity  /\R951491,  found 
five  shallow  graves  containing  five  VC  bodies  killed  by  sannister  fii'e  at 
ambush  site  on  Route  19E,  25  June.  Operation  STILLVJELL;  Ist  Battalion,  69th 
Armor  terminated  present  phase  of  Operation  STILIiJELL. 

28  June. 

29  June.  At-  1300  hours  Hawkeyp  Team  H-4A  made  contact  with  unknown 

size  VMC  force.  Patrol  was  extracted  at  1345  hours;  results,  1  VMC  KIA.  At 

1650  houis  at  ZA088472,  Hawksye' Team  H-4B  made  contact  with  30  NVA,  Patrol 

extracted  at  1705  hours;  results,  seven  NVA  KIA. 

30  June.  A  tarik  from  Ist  Battalion,  69th  Armor  was  damaged  by  a  mine 
at  AR952497.  Operation  STILLWELL:  Ist  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  deployed 
into  an  AO  northeast  of  PLEIKU. 

1  July,  At  1200  hours  at  YA 973456,  Recondo  Patrol  IH  made  contact  with 
an  unloio'xn  size  NVA  force.  Contact  broken  at  1240  hours;  results,  one  NVA 
KIA,  one  automatic  weapon  captxired, 

2  July.  At  ZA906OO3,  and  APC  from  Company  A,  2d  Battalion,  Sth  Infantry 
(Mech)  hit  a  mine;  results,  three  US  WIA. 

3  July.  At  YA889I36,  a  UH-ID  lost  power  and  crashed,  resulting  in  six  US 
in,-5ured,  one.  UH-IJD  damaged, 

4  July.  At  2130  hours  at  YA851296,  Company  C,  3d  Battalion,  Sth  Infantry 
observed  10-15  NVA  approaching  their  perimeter.  Artillery  was  called  and  small 
arms  fire  exchanged;  results,  one  NVA  KlA,  one  small  arm  captured. 

At  1145  hours  at  YA825144  Recondo  Patrol  2A  made  contact  with  an  NVA  squad. 
Contact  was  broken  at  1150  hours;  results,  one  NVA  KIA. 

5  July,  Company  A,  1st  Battalion,  12bh  Infantry  found  three  NVA  bodies 
in  graves  at  YA8 50130, 

6  July. 
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8  July,  At  1350  hcuTB  at  YA8i^2163  Company  B,  1st  Battalion,  12th  Infantry 
made  c-vntact  vdthan  estimated  WVA  platoon.  Contact  was  broken  at  1355  hours; 
results,  five  NVA  KIA,  two  small  arms  captured.  Operation  STILIiiELL'.  At 
AR945528.,  a  tank  from  1st  Battalion,  69th  Armor  hit  a  mine. 

9  July.  Company  A,  Ist  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  found  three  NVA  bodies 
at  YA834167  from  their  8  July  contact. 

10  Jtily.  At  1604  hours  at  YA809142,  Company  E,  1st  Battalion,  12th  In¬ 
fantry  received  small  arms  fire  from  an  imknown  size  enemy  force.  Enemy 
broke  contact  at  17D0  hours;  results,  one  US  k^A, 

11  July.  Company  D,  1st  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  dicovered  one  NVA 
body  from  their  previous  contact. 

12  July.  At  1145  hours  Companies  B  and  C,'  1st  Battalion,  12th  Infantry 
made  contact  with  an  unknown  size  enemy  force.  Contact  was,  extremely  heavy 
for  a  tvro  hour  period.  Initially,  the  let  Platoon,  Company  C  received  mortar 
and  small  arms  fire  at  YA832122;  radio  contact  with  3d  Platoon,  Conqjany 

B  was  lost  at  approximately  1230  hours.  Company  B  (-),  while  attempting  to 
reach  their  3d  Platoon,  becairie  heavily  engaged  at  YA835121,  Comapny  B  (-) 
became  surrounded  and  forced  to  withdraw,  during  which  time  contact  with 
the  company's  command  group  was  lost.  Company  A,  1st  Battalion,  12th  In¬ 
fantry  conducted  a  combat  assault  to  YA853115  at  14IO  hours.  Companies  A,' 

B,  and  C,  1st  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  linked  up  at  1630  hours  vicinity  of 
Company  B's  company  patrol  base,  Ceanpany  C  moved  out  to  recover  the  US 
casualties;  results,  31  US  KIA,  34  US  WIA,  7  US. MIA,  An  APC  fcom  Troop  B, 

Ist  Squadron,  10th  Cavalry,-  carrying  personnel  from  the  3d  Battalion,  8th 
Infantry  moving  to  link-up  with  1st  Battalion,  12th  Infantry,  hit  a  ndne  at 
YA855222;  results,  five  US  WIA. 

13  July,  Companies  A  and  C,  1st  Battalion,  12th  Infaitry  conducted 
sweep  of  the  battlefield;  results,  142  NVA  KIA.  Task  Force  Troop  B,  1st 
Squadron,  10th  Cavalry  and  Company  A,  3d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  linked-up 
with  1st  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  at  1010  hours. 

14  July.  Operation  STILWELL:  1st  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  closed  into 
Camp  Enari  at  1025  hours;  operation  terminated, 

15  July.  Ist  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  reverted  to  OPCON  1st  Brigade  and 

was  airlifted  into  a  fire  support  base  at  ZA062447  at  1730  hours.  ,, 

16  July.  Two  AFC's  from  the  Ist  Squadron,  10th  Cavalry  hit  mines  at 
YA859229  and  at  YA860230,  resulting  in  15  US  VJIA. 

17  Jvily. 

18  July.  At  1700  hours  Eecondo  Patrol  2G  made  contact  with  six  NVA; 
contact  was  broken  shortly  therearter;  results,  three  NVA  KIA,  patrol  ex¬ 
tracted. 
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19  July,  An  A PC  from  1st  Squadron,  10th  Cavalry  hit  a  mine  at  ’'4352285 

resulting  in  US  WIA,  At  ZA200220  a  2d  Battalion,  8hh  Infantry  (Mech) 

l'CL06  mortar  track  hi.t  a  mine. 

20  July,  At  1750  hours  at  ZA061512,  Company  B,  1st  Battalion,  8th  In¬ 
fantry  gained  contact  v/ith  15  NVA  araied  with  AK-47  rifles.  The  NVA  broke 
contact  and  fled  to  the  north  and  Company  B  pursued.  Results  were  one  US 
KIA,  nine  US  VJIA.  At  2043  hours  at  AR820358,  base  camp  patrol  51  received 
small  arms  fire  from  the  northeast. 

21  July.  At  0730  hours.  Company  B,  1st  Battalion,  6th  Infantry  experi¬ 
enced  an  incident  in  whicl\  a  grenade  accidentally  exploded,  resulting  in  one 
US  FIA.  Company  B,  1st  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  found  a  bunker  complex,  con¬ 
taining  one  tJVA  KIA  and  one  AK-47.  A  tank  from  Troop  B,  1st  Squadron,  10th 
Cavalry  hit  a  mine  at  YA027280. 

22  July. 

23  July.  At  1150  hours  at  YA855190  Company  C,  3d  Battali.on,  8th  In¬ 
fantry  made  contact  with  an  estimated  two  NVA  Battalions.  Company  B,  3d  Battalioi 
8th  Infantry  moved  approximately  900  meters  to  link-up  with  Company  C  at  1255 
hours.  Companies  B  and  C  began  receiving  heavy  mortar,  rocket  and  small  arms  fir^ 
from  the  south  and  southeast.  Artillery,  TAG  air,  and  guiiships  ^^ere  employed. 
Troop  B,  1st  Squadron,  10th  Cavalry,  one  Platoon  from  Company  C,  1st  Battalion, 
69tri  AiTiior  and  Company  B,  2d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  (Mech)  moved  into  block¬ 
ing  positions  to  the  west.  Contact  was  broken  at  1700  hours;  results,  20  US 

KIA.  38  US  WA;  188  NVA  KIA,  10  NVaC.  In  the  immediate  and  subsequent  sweeps 
at  YA855190,  a  tank  from  Troop  B,  1st  Squadron,  10th  Cavalry  hit  a  mine.  An 
APC  from  Company  B,  3d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  hit  a  mine  at  ZA193196,  result¬ 
ing  in  five  US  VJIA. 

24  July.  At  1000  hours  at  YA 938086  Company  A,  1st  Battalion,  i2th  Infantry 
received  one  round  of  small  arms  fire  resulting  in  one  US  WIA .  At  1220 

hours  Company  C,  1st  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  observed  seven  NVA;  result, 
one  NVAC,  An  APC  from  Company  B,  2d  Battalion,  i.  th  Infantry  (Mech)  hit  a  mine 
at  ZAI552I3.  A  tank  from  Company  B,  Ist  Battalion,  69th  Armor  hit  a  mine  at 
YAS30179. 

25  July.  At  1135  hours  at  ZA113263,  an  APC  from  the  Reconnaissance  Platorn 
2d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry''  (Mech)  made  contact  ;vith  an  estimated  NVA  squad. 

A  B-40  roxuid  hit  an  APC;  resxilt,  one  US  KIA.,  three  US  IJTA. 

26  July,  At  YA856I94  a  tank  from  Troop  B,  1st  Squadron,  10th  Cavalry 
hit  a  mine.  At  YA855198  another  tank  fmm  Troop  B  hit  a  mine  and  shortly 
thereafter,  a  VTR  sent  to  aid  the  latter  disabled  tank  also  hit  a  mine  In  the  sarae 
location.  There  were  negative  casualties  and  only  slight  damage  in  each 
incident. 

27  July.  3d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  continued  a  sweep  of  the  battle¬ 
field;  resxilts,  20  NVA  KIA,  one  NVAC,  one  82mm  mortar,  one  crew-served  weapon 
and  six  rifles  found.  Company  A,  4th  Engineer  Battalion,  widle  conducting 
mine-sweeping  operations  of  LLOC,  found  nine  mines  vicinity  YAS)21271.  The 
mines,  found  in  five  locations,  all  had  six  pound  TNT  booster  charge;;, 
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28  July.  Company  B,  3d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry,  while  continuing  to  sweep 
the  battlefield,  captured  one  NVA  at  YA856I96;  also,  at  YA864188  found  one 
grave  containing  one  NVA  body  estimated  to  have  been  dead  four  to  five  days. 
Company  B  found  two  SKS  rj,flea  and  one  B-40  rocket  launcher.  A  3/4  ton 

truck  from  3d  Battalion,  12+-h  Infantry  tiit  a  mine  at  YA195265;  resulting  in  two 
US  WIA. 

29  July,  Companies  A  and  B.  Bd  Battalion,  8th  Infantry,  located  at  YA 

854188,  received  fire  from  friendly,  gxmships;  results  were  one  US  KIA,  eight 
US  WIA.  •  ' 

30  July,  The  bridge  located  at  ZA098298,  Highway  19W,  was  blown.  Ist 
Battalion,  69th  Armor  sustained  one  US  WIA  (non-battle)  when  a  claymore  was 
fired  accidentally. 

31  July.  A  UH-ID  aircraft  from  the*  189th  Assault  Helicopter  Coiilpanyp.  ■ 

52d  Aviation  Battalion  hit  the  trees  and  crashed  at  ZAil3343;  results,  tliree 
US  KIA,  one  US  WIA;  one  UH-ID  destroyed.  At  0645  hours  at  BR247490  a  tank 
from  Ist  Battalion,  69th  Armor  hit  a  mine,  l^le  moving  to  assist  the  dis¬ 
abled  tank,  a  second  tank  received  two  B-40  rounds  and  small  arms  fire  and 
also  hit  a  mine  at  BR24S488.  A  2^-ton  truck  from  the  4th  Battalion,  42d  Ar¬ 
tillery  hi,t  a  mine  at  ZA085245;  resulting  in  two  US  WIA. 

1  August.  At  1930  hours  EDAP  ENANG,  vicinity  YA985294,  received  an 

estimated  40  rounds  of  mortar  fire  and  several  burst  of  small  arms  fire; 
results,  one  ARVN  KIA,  three  ARVN  VIIA,  damage  to  compound  vras  light.  At  ^ 

0915  hours  vicinity  of  YA857634  Recondo  Patrol  4H  made  contact  vdth  three 

VMC  ahd  exctianged  small  arms  fire;  results,  one  US  KIA.  - 

2  August,  At  1058  hours  a  patrol  from  Company  C,  3d  Battalion,  12th 
Infantry  sighted  six  individuals  at  YA325315.  Artillery  called  resulting  in 
five  or  six  secondary  explosions.  15-20  persons  observed  running  from  the 
area.  Reconnaissance  Platoon  was  helilifted  into  vicinity  of  YA625315  and 
at  1405  hours  received  small  arms  fire  and  a  grenade,  then  enemy  withdrew; 
platoon  extracted  at  1450  hours.  At  1201  hours  an  APC  from  Company  A,  2d  Battalic 
8th  Infantry  (liech')  hit  a  mine  at  ZA083232  resulting  in  one  US  V/IA. 

3  August.  The  Aero  Rifle  Platoon,  1st  Squadron,  10th  Cavalry  was 

inserted  vicinity  of  YA692296  at  1348  hours  to  exploit  and  airstrike.  At 
1350  hours  the  platoon  received  one  burst  of  automatic  weapons  fire.  Aero 
rifle  platoon  extBacted  at  1810  hours.  An  individual  walked  into  a  tail  rotor 
at  the  1st  Squadron,  10th  Cavalry’s  firebase;  results,  one  US  KIA  (non-battle). 
Hawkeyo  Patrol  HlC  made  contact  with  two  VC  at  0815  hours  vicinity  YA 944373; 
resiilts,  one  VC  KIA,  Recondo  Patrol  2B  made  contact  at  1655  hours  with  two 
squads  of  NVA  vicinity  of  YA963237;  results,  four  NVA  KIA;  LRRP  was  extracted 
at  1704  hours,  m 

4  August,  At  1340  hours  the  Bailay bridge  vicinity  ZA900299  collapsed 
under  the  weight  of  a  VTR  towing  a  tank  from  the  1st  Battalion,  69th  Amor. 

A  M-42  duster  from  4th  Battalion,  6Qth  ;Irtillery  hir,  a  mdne  at  ZA083229. 

5  Augi.ist;  At.  11(50  hour-s  Hawkeye  patrol  HLB  made  contact  with  an 
unknown  size  force;  result,  one  US  WIA;  patrol  extracted  at  1125  hours. 

At  0740  hours  vicinity  of  ZA  83229  an  APC  from  Reconnaissance  Platoon,  2d  Battalio 
8th  Infantry  (ifBali)  hit  a  mine. 
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6  August, 

7  August,  At  YAS24323  Coiiipany  A,  lat  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  found 
one  Ota  body  ItBJl  in  a  bunlcer  complex,  Racondo  Patrol  1C  found  a  base  camp 
containing  80  bunkers  with  overhead  cover  vicinity  YA765261. 

8  August.  Company  B,  Ist  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  discovered  a  two  week 
old  MVA  body  in  a  grave  vicinity  YA86519O. 

9  August.  At  2050  hours  a  platoon  from  1st  Squadron,  10th  Cavalry 
reinforced  a  RF/PF  force  in  CATEXIKA  which  ms  under  attack  by  two  VC 
squads;  contact  broken  at  2130  hours;  enemy  loses  unknown. 

10  August.  Recondo  Patrol  4J  made  contact  at  1215  haurs  with 

an  estimated  VMC  Companj''  vicinity  14876164.  Patrol  4J  was  reinforced 
by  .\Aoro  Rifle  RLatoon,  1st  Squadron,  10th  Cavalry,  Division  Sxplotation 
Platoon,  end  1st  Platoon,  Company  A,  3d  Battalion,  i2th  Infantry.  Contact 
was  broken  at  1230  hours;  results,  one  VMC  KIA,  one  VMC  WIA  (CIA). 

11  August,  Vicinity  YA 936285  two  APC's  from  Company  B,  1st  Squadron, 
loth  Cavalry  hit  mines  resulting  in  five  US  MIA, 

12  August.  At  0956  hours  vicinity  YA803336  Company  B,  1st  Battalion, 

8th  Infantry  made  contact  with  a  platoon  size  NVA  force.  Company  C,  1st 
Battalion,  Bth  Infantry  moving  to  link-up  with  Company  B  made  contact  in 

i.he  same  vicinity.  Artillery  called  and  Reconnaissance  Platoon,  1st  Battalion, 
Bth  Infantry  air  lifted  into  the  area  to  reinforce.  Contact  was  broken  at  1145 
hours;  results,  three  US  KIA,  I5  US  AJIA,  enemy  casualties  unknown,  Recondo 
Patrol  2D  made  contact  at  1115  hours  with  three  armed  individuals  vicinity  ZA 
017092;  results,  one  VMC  KIA, 

13  August.  At  1855  hours  a  base  camp  patrol  within  the  TAOR  received 
one  round  of  small  arms  fire  and,  while  taking  cover,  an  individual  detonated 
a  booby  trap  resulting  in  one  US  ’nA. 

14  August.  Company  C,  1st  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  located  a  grave  at 
YA856I87  containing  four  IWA  bodies,  one  CHICOM  radio,  one  AK-47. 

15  August,  Company  A,  2d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  (Plefeh)  fired  on  three 
^I'lC  running  into  a  hut  vicinity  ZA085283;  results,  one  VMC  KIA  two  VMC  WIA 
vlA.  At  0855  hours  ■'.d.cinity  YA906166  Company  A,  1st  Battalion,  12th  Infantry 
received  one  short,  firiendly  81nm  mortar  round  resulting  in  10  US  VJIA.  At 

lOlD  hours  Company  A,  Ist  Battalion,  22d  Infantry  picked  up  10  detainess  vicinity 
ZAO44195.  Two  detainees  fired  on  as  they  later  attempted  to  escape;  result, 
two  VMC  KIA.  At  0548  hours  at  tanlc  from  Company  B,  1st  Battalion,  69th  Armor 
hit  a  ndne  vicinity  of  ER009502. 

16  August.  Company  A,  1st  Battalion,-  12th  Infantry  experienced  a  grenade 
accident  at  1900  hours  which  resulted  in  12  US  WIA.  At  1440  hours  Recondo 
Patrol  4D  made  contact  with  five  VMC  vicinity  of  3R156271;  result,  1  VHC  KIA; 
patrol  extracted  1524  hoiu’s. 
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18  August,  At  0835'  i^ours  Recondo  Patrol  2C  made  contact  with  six  NVA 
vicinity  ZA000088.  Contact  was  broken- at  0845;  results, one  VMC  KIA.,  one 
mic  CIA, 


19  August. 

20  August.  ,  , 

21  August.  At  .1354  hpups  a  platoon  from  Company  C,  1st  Battalj.on, 

12th  Infantry  was  inserted  vicinity  YAB66188  to  ex  loit  air  strikes;  results, 
found  one  OTA  body  KBA;  platoon  extracted  at  140?  hears. 

22  August.  Ccanpapy  A,  1st  Battalion,  ;aSd,  Infantry  at  0420  hours  made 
contact  ;d.th  a  enemy  squad  vicinity  AR902131  while  in  their  night  location-,  an 
U?  exchanged  small  fjms  fire  and  called  artillery;  results,  two  U3  WIA,  At 
1710  hours  '-ft  ambuf.h  patrol,  from  the.  Division  Sxplcttatlon  Platoon  made  contact 
vri.th  two  VG;  results,  one  VC  CIA;  ambush  p-irty  extracted  at  1835  hours. 

23  August,  From  O5OQ  hours  until  0545  Hours  1st  Brigade  CP  at  Jackson 
Hole,  YA895305  received  122ram  rocket  attack  from  firing  postions  vicinity  , 
YA8O33  and  YA8532.  An  estimated  40  rounds  were  fired  with  seven  rounds  landing 
inside  the  perimeter;  results,  one  US  '.VIA,  POL  dump  destroyed  (40,000  gals 
JP-4  fuel).  At  1000  hours  Comply  A,  3d  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  received  fire 
from  a  bunker  and  tunnel  complex  located  inside  a  village  vicinity  ZA144515. 
Company  C, 3d  Battalion,.  12th  Infantry  joined  Company  A  and  swept  through  the 
area  having  sporatic  contact;  results,  one  US  OTA;  enemy  losses  unknown, 

24  August.  At:  1043  hours  Companies  A  and  C, '3d  Battalion,  12th  .Infantry 
made  contact  with  an  unknown  aLL;Ze  OTA  force  in  a  bunker  complex  vicinity  ZA 
1053.  Artillery  and  TAG  air  called.  Contact  was  sporatic  throughout  the 
afternoon  as  Companies  A  and  C  swept  thx;ough  the  area;  results,  one  US  KIA  , 
two  US  kJIA;  one  OT'A  KIA,  one  OTAC,  two  crew  saved  weapons  and  documents  also 
captured, 

25  August.  At  YA805336  Companies  A-and  B,  3d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry 
located  a  rocket  position  used  to  attack  the  Ist  Brigade  CP  on  23  August,  . 

They  found  one  OTA  KIA,  two  radios  damaged  by  artillery.  In  vicinity  ZB  - 
0952  Company  A,  3d  Battalion,  12th;  Infantry  made  contact  with  two  OTA  and  one 
■Vl'IC; results  were  one  OTA  KIA,  one  OTAC, 

26  August.  Reconnaissance  Platoon,  3d  Battalioii,  12  Infantry  had 

scattered  and  sporatic  contacts  vicinity  ZA9052  from  1445  hours  until  1626  hours 
Results  were  two  OTA  KIA,  one  crew  semred  weapon  captured.  At  O6OO  hours  the 
Division  Exploitation  Platoon,  ■while  conducting. a  cordon  and  search  of  a 
village  vicinity  AR780216,  fired  on  two  Vlffi  attempting  to  break  out  of  the 
cordon  resulting  in  one  VMC  KIA.  '  . 

27  August,  At  1406  hours  Company  C  and  the  Re^onnaisance  Platoon,  3d 
Battalion,  12th  Infantry  made  contact  receiving  fire  from  an  enemy  force 
in  a  bunker  complex  V3-Cinity  ZA075527*  Artillery  and  TAC  air  employed; 
results,  one  US  OTA;  ensmj''  lo-sses  unknown. 

28  August. 
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29  August.  Company  B,  2d  Battalion,  6th  Infantry  (Mech)  found  or  ;  MVA 
KIA  vicinity  YA855195. 

30  August.  At  1615  hours  Recondo  Patrol  ID  observed  10  NVA  armed  with 
AK-47'3  carr,  Ing  suspected  122ffim  rocket  sections  vi.cirilty  YA763268.  Artillery 
callsd;  results  mknovm  due  to  darkeness. 

31  August, 

1  September.  2nd  Squadron,  1st  Cavalry  (-)  moved  by  road  from  QUI  NHON 
to  Camp  Snarl  closing  21^5  honi's. 

2  September.  At  0055  hours  a  UH-IH  aircraft  from  52d  Aviation  Battalion 
flying  a  C&C  missi.on  for  the  1st  Battalion,  6th  Infantry  crashed  and  burned 
vicinity  YA881293;  result,  two  US  KIA,  four  US  WIA  (non-'-battle).  Vicinity 
ZA903736  a  Ii-42  (duster)  hit  a  mine  resulting  in  one  US  WIA  and  a 

tank  from  the  1st  Squadron,  10th  Cavalry  was  damaged  by  a  mine  at  YA.950290. 

3  September.  2d  Brigade  initiated  an  operation  with  two  infantry 
battalions  in  the  PIEI  TffiONG  area  to  detect  and  destroy  the  A.th  Battalion, 

95B  NVA  Regiment,  the  407th  VC  Sapper  Battalion,  the  H-15  VC  Battalion, 

4  September.  Companies  B  and  C,  1st  Battalion,  6th  Infantry  had  light 
contact  with  an  unknown  size  oaemy  force  from  1020  hours  until  approximately 
1200  hours  v;hen  contact  was  broken;  result,  one  US  VJIA,  At  1430  hours 
vicinity  ZA072525  a  Ueadhunter  aircraft  fired  rockets  at  NVA  in  the  open. 
Reconnaissance  Platoon,  3d  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  conducted  a  combat  assult 
into  the  area  at  1645  hours  and  made  contact  with  a  squad  size  OTA  force; 
results,  one  US  VJIA;  four  OTA  ICEA,  three  OTAC  (WIA),  one  crew  served  vreapon, 
three  small  arms,  A  2^— ton  tnuck  from  the  4th  Battalion,  42d  A.rtillery  hit  a  mine 
vicinity  AR834390  resulting  in  two  US  WIA, 

5 , September,  Corapanj'  A,  3d  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  conducted  a  combat 
assault  vicinity  of  ZA073534  at  1032  hours  and  conducted  a  weep  of 
the  4  September  contact;  results,  one  OTA  KIA,  two  small  arms  found. 

6  September. 

7  September. 

8  September. 

9  September. 

10  September.  At  114*?  hours  an  artillery  fire  base  vicinity  AR886491 
occupied  by  a  section  from  Battery  C,  3d  Battalion,  6th  Artillery  and  secured 
by  a  section  of  tanks  frora  the  1st  Battalion,  69th  Armor  was  penetrated  by  an 
unknown  size  VC  force  employing  B-40  rocket  launchers,  machine  guns,  small 
arms  and  satchel  charges.  Fire  was  returned  by  the  tanks  and  the  fire  base 
was  reinforced  by  the  Division  Exploitation  Platoon,  Aero  -Rifle  Platoon, 

and  Scout  Platoon  from  Ist  Battalion,  69th  Armor.  Contact  was  broken  approximate] 
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0258  hours;  results,  seven  U3  WIA;  10  VC  KIA,  one  VCC  (nurse).  Companies 
A  and  D,  3d  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  received  a  light  probing  attack, 

Artillery  called;  results,  one  US  KIA,  two  US  WIA.  A  n-'23  helicopter  from  2d 
Brigade  Aviation  Section,  missing  since  6  September, I'ra.a  recovered  along  with  tvro 
US  KIA,  A  2j-ton  truck  from  1st  Brigade  hit  a  mine  vicinity  AIi.836383  resulting 
in  two  US  WIA. 

11  September.  2d  Squadron,  1st  Cavalry  began  deploying  at  0300  hours 
from  division  base  camp  with  three  armored  cavalry  troops.  Their  mission 
was  to  conduct  an  area  teoonnaissance  between  the  base  camp  t'AOR  and  the  lA 
AYUN  River  from  PLEl  DO  LIM  north  to  Highway  19  East. 

12  September.  At  0708  hours  Recondo  Patrol  2D  made  contact  with  an 
unknown  size  enemy' force  \rlcinity  ZA08itl74;  results  were  one  VMC  KIA,  one  VPiCC, 
patrol  extracted  at  0815  hours, 

13  September.  At  1815  hours  1st  Battalion,  Cth  Infantry's  fire  support 
base  located  vicinity  YA93ilA8  and  Company  D,lst  Battalion,  8th  Infantry 
located  vicinity  YA5I20141  received  small  arms  fire  from  an  unknown  size  enany 
1‘orces.  Artillery  and  TAG  air  employed;  results  were  one  US  KIA,  four  US  V/Ia; 
enany  casualties  unltnown. 

14  September,  , 

15  September.  At  1825  hours  Recondo  Patrol  1C  made  contact  with  a  • 
small  enemy  force  ■vicinity  ZA101529  resulting  in  one  US  WIA;  one  NVA  KIA. 

Patrol  extracted  at  1855  hours. 

16  September,  ' 

17  September.  At  0918  hours  Recondo  Patrol  2A  made  contact  with  two  VC 
•vicinity  2A108165  resulting  in  one  VC  KIA. 

18  September. 

19  September.  2d  Brigade  CP  began  deploying  from  Oasis  to  Camp  Enari 
the  brigade's  tactical  operation  center  moved  from  base  camp  to  vicinity  PLEI 
Do  IIM.  Ist  Squadron,  10th  Cavalry  moved  its  squadron  CP  from  CATECKA  to  Oasis, 

20  September. 1st  Brigade  trains  displaced  to  Oasis,  1st  Brigade  tactical 
operations  center  remained  at  Jackson  Hole.  Company  B,  2d  Battalion,  8th 
Infantry  (Mscl'i)  conducted  a  cordon  and  search  of  a  village  vicinity  ZA165578. 
Results  were  one  VMC  KLA  and  one  VCC.  At  0910  hours  fewkeye  Patrol  Ji2A 
killed  one  NVA  and  captured  one  weapon,  vicinity  ZA149521. 

21  September.  Company  B,  1st  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  killed  on  VC 
end  captured  one  weapon  vicinity  of  ZA101509.  A  member  of  Division  Recondo 
Patrol  4G  stepped  on  a  punji  stake  during  insertion  at  BR022763. 

22  September. 
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23  September.  At  YA819299  Company  B,  3d  Battalion^  8th  Infantry  found 
four  NV/v  bodies  in  graves  within  a  bunker  complex.  At  YA789336  )ne  NVA  body 
was  found  in  a  bun]c.er  complex  by  Company  A,  3d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry. 

21+  Septeanber.  Company  A,  2d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  (iiech)  made  contact 
with  an  unkno;m  size  enemy  force  vicinity  YA.98950Z(..  Contact  was  broken 
immediately  resulting  in  one  US  KIA.  Hawkeye  Patrol  UA/i  had  a  brief  contact 
at  1555  hours  vicinity  ZA145604  and  killed  one  VC, 

25  September.  Company  A,  2d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  (iloch)  made  contact 

at  1522  hours  iidth  an  unknom  size  enemy  force  vicinity  ZAC02i+98.  They  received 
heavy  small  arms  firs  and  three  rounds  of  mortar  fire  vrounding  two  US.  Companj'' 

A  returned  fire  and  called  artillery.  Contact  was  broken  at  1645  hours  and  a 
sweep  of  the  area  found  two  NVA  KIA,  Reconnaissance  Platoon,  1st  Battalion, 

12th  Infantry  made  contact  at  0730  hours  with  15-2C  enemy  soldiers  vicinity 
BR068293.  Contact  was  broken  at  0801  hours  resulting  in  one  US  WIA.  Company 
D,  1st  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  conducted  a  CA  vicinj.ty  BR124492  at  1115  hours 
and  made  contact  with  six  enemy  at  BR075297  as  they  moved  toward  the  area 
of  the  Reconnaissance  Platoon's  contact;  results,  one  VC  KIA.  Company  A,  5d 
Pattilion,  8th  Infantry  found  one  NVA  KBA  vicinity  YA7S8336.  An  APC  from  the  2d 
Squadron,  1st  Cavalry  was  dar.iaged  by  a  mine  at  ZA215601.  Company  A,  1st 
Battalion  69th  Armor  returned  to  division  control  from  OPCON  1st  Air  Cavalry 
Division. 

26  September.  Company  E,  1st  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  captured  one 
NVA  liflA  vicinity  BR076293.  A  sweep  of  this  area  produced  one  NVA  KIA.  At 
1725  hours  Company  C,  Ist  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  contacted  an  unknown  size 
enemy  force  vicinity  BR142240,  Contact  was  broken  at  1745  hours;  results, 
five  US  WlA;  enemy  losses  unlcnown.  The  1st  Platoon,  Troop  C,  2d  Squadron,  1st 
Cavalry  received  sniper  fire  vicinity  ZA206622  resulting  in  two  US  VHA.  The 
1st  Platoon  returned  fire  and  swept  through  the  area  with  negative  results. 

At  0712  hours  Kawkeye  Patrol  H43  received  small  arms  fire  resulting  in  one 
US  WIA;  Patrol  B4B  ivas  extracted  at  0805  hours.  Recondo  Patrol  40  niade  contact 
at  1310  hours  with  one  VC  squad  in  vicinity  BR244366.  Contact  was  broken 
at  1320  hours;  results,  cne  VC  KIA. 

27  September.  Company  D,  3d  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  found  one  NVA 
KIA  and  one  weapon  at  their  ambush  site  vicinity  BR248362.  At  1625  hours 
Company  A,  3d  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  engaged  four  NVA  at  BR248362  resulting 
in  one  NVA  KIA  and  captured  one  srra,ll  arm, 

'  28  September, 

29  September.  At  1945  hours  Recondo  Pati’ol  2D  made  contact  mth  two  VC 
resulting  in  one  VC  KIA, 

30  September.  Companj''  D,  3d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  found  one  NVA 
body  in  a  grave  located  vicinity  YA80335. 

1  October.  At  0950  hours  a  Headhunter  aircraft  sighted  an  estimated 
two  NVA  squads  with  packs  on  a  traJl  vicinity  AR971142,  Six  air  strikes  were 
placed  into  the  area  with  all  flights  ect,dv.1ng  ground  to  air  fire.  At  1312 
hours  a  platoon  from  Company  B,  1st  Battalion,  L2lii  infantry  combat  assaulted 
into  an  area  south  of  the  airstrikes  to  sweep  north.  At  1545  liours  a  UH-IH 
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received  ground  fire  resulting  in  one  US  KlA  and  one  US  WIA.  At  1800  hours 
Company  B  (-),  1st  Dattaiion,  12th  Infantry  conducted  a  combat  assault  into 
the  area  to  sv/eep  the  area  and  establish  a  night  defensive  position.  Total 
results  of  the  day's  action  were  one  US  KlA,  and  one  US  UI\;  A9  IWA  KIA, 
four  NVAC  five  crew  served  and  20  small  arms  captured  during  subsequent  sweeps 
of  the  area. 

2  October. 

3  October.  At  1455  hours  Company  C,  1st  Battalion,  22d  Infantry  made 
contact  with  six  to  10  NVA  vicinity  AR990167.  Contact  was  broken  immediately 
resulting  in  one  NVA  KIA,  one  NVAC,  two  crew  served  and  one  small  arm  also 
captured. 

4  October.  At  1700  hours  a  platoon  from  2d  Battalion,  6th  Infantry  (ijedi) 
made  contact  with  15  NVA  while  conducting  a  night  am, bush  operation.  Contact  was 
broken  approximately  1710  hours.  Results  were  three  US  VflA;  enemy  casualties 
unkno^mi.  Company  B,  1st  Battalion  12th  Infantry  sustained  one  slightly 
wounded  by  sniper  fire  vicinity  DR132328.  Vicinity  3R010189  at  1107  hours 
Company  C,  1st  Battalion,  22d  Infantry  engaged  four  VC;  killing  one  VC  and 
capturing  one  small  arm.  At  1850  hours  Company  B,  Ist  Battalion,  22d  Infantry 
received  sniper  fire  and  grenades  vicinity  RR147730  resulting  in  four  US 

IJIA;  enemy  losses  unknown.  A  2^— ton  truck  moving  in  a  convoy  liit  a  mine 
vicinity  Bu094960;  one  US  WIA. 

5  October.  Recondo  Patrol  1C  liad  a  brief  contact  with  a 

small  enemy  force  at  1118  hours  vicinity  YA975527  with  one  US  WIA  (minor) 
resulting.  Patrol  1C, moved  overland  and  linked  up  with  .  platoon  from  Company 
A,  2d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  (Mech). 

6  October.  At  0810  hours  Company  A,  3d  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  sighted  . 

10  VMC  vicinity  BR276335  and  called  Artillery.  Company  A  swept  through  the 
area  finding  one  VliC  KIA,  Company  A  found- two  NVA  bodies  in  a  grave  at  BR278 
335. 

7  October.  Company  C,  2d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  (Maoh)  found  two  NVA 
bodies  in  graves  at  ZA067522.  .  At  1045  hours  Company  C,  1st  Battalion,  12th 
Infantry  sustained  one  ,US  WIA  from  sniper  fire  vicinity  BR108247.  At  1955 
hours  Hawkeye  Patrol  H2B  made  contact  with  three  NVA  resulting  in  one  Nl^A  KI/i 
and  one  small  arm  captured.  Again  at  1025  hours  vicinity  BR07233 5  patrol 
H2B  made  contact  this  tinie  with  an  NVA  squad.  Results  were  one  N\^A  KIA; 

Patrol  extracted  at  1125  hours. 

8  October.  Company  B,  2d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  (Kech) found  two  NVA 
bodies  in  graves  at  ZA069523. 

9  October.  At  ZA099486  Company  B,  2d  Battalion,  8th  Inf antrj^HectO made  coated 
with  an  unkno’wn  size  enemy  force  at  1340  hours.  Contact  was  broken  at  1500 
hours  resulting  in  three  US  ’WIA;  one  NVA  KIA,  An  APC  from  Company  C,  2d 
Battalion,  8th  Infantry  (ifecfO  hit  a  mine  at  AR120483;  results,  two  US  WIA. 
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10  October.  A  2A-ton  truck  from  3<i  Battalion,  0th  Infantry  received 
sniper  fire  vicinity  ZA177355  resulting  in  one  US  (mnor). 

11  October.  Company  B,  1st  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  and  Company  B,  1st 
Battalion,  22d  Infantry  conducted  holilifts  to  CHEO  REO  closing  at  1435  hours 
and  1530  hours  respectively.  2d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  (l’fe;h)  began  road 
march  to  DAK  TO. 

Operation  FRANCIS  MARION  terminated  at  112400  112400H  October  1967. 
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UNIT  REPORTS  OF  SIGNIFICANT  CONT'iCTS 

1.  (U)  Th^j  unit  After  Action  Raporte  of  sif3nif leant  contacts  that 
occurred  during  Operatic. n  FRiNCIS  I-i/cRIOM  are  at  the  Tabs. 

2.  (C)  The  sig  lificant  contacts  arc  listc^i^  below  and  are  keyed  to  the 


Tabs. 

Tab 

Date 

US 

Un;lt(_3) 

EN 

Unit 

\ 

30  Apr- 
1  hay 

.'■A-S  Inf 

Bn 

13 

1  Tiay 

a/3-12  Inf 

Co 

C 

18  hay 

3/1-S  Inf 

Bn 

C 

20  May 

a,B,C/1-8  Inf 

Bn 

D 

22  May 

A,B/3-12'Inf 

Bn 

E 

24  iiay 

B, C/3-12  Inf 

Bn 

F 

26  May 

B,C/3-8  Inf 

Bn 

G 

12  Jul 

D, C/1-12  Inf 

Dn 

H 

23  Jul 

B,C/3.8  Inf 

Regt 

Inclosure  7 


US  EN 


Location 

Los^^es 

T  ^  0  <*>  0 

ZAIO917I 

3  KIA 

12  WlA 

133  NVA  KIA 

'OV791337 

3  KIA 

16  m 

20  NVA  KIA 
1  NVAC 

I.L721308 

31  KIA 

31  V/I;V 

1  MIa 

119  IT/A  KL\ 

YA717317 

16  KJA 

65  WlA 

37  NVA  KIA 
1  NVAC 

YA73234? 

10  KIa 

77  VilA 

?B  MVa  KIA 
4  NVAC 

YA735346 

4  Klii 

20  WA 

37  NVA  KIA 
1  NVjvC 

^735310 

1.0  Kin 

69  WIA 

96  Nlw;  KIA 
2  NV  AC 

161836123 

31  KIA 

34  MCA 

7  MIA 

142  NVA  KIA 

YA855190 

20  KIA 

38  WIA 

188  NVA  KIA 
10  NVAC 
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TAB  A 


OKI  '/ 

HK..[X’U.U^TiJiL^ 

-dD  15..'I'T,\I,I0M  (!!ECH\NI7;.iD)  BTii  TNFnl'JTRY 
'  PACT’-IEriS-'  , 

APO  US  FOilCliS  9626:? 

AVDDB-2--8-3  25  May  196? 

SUBJECT:  Cmbat  Operation  After  Action  Report 


THRU;  Commanding  Officer 

2d  Brigade,  4th  Inf  Div 
ATTW :  A VDDB-BC 
APO  U5  Forcaa  96262 


TO:  Coimnanding  General 

4th  Infantry  Division 
ATTN:  AVDDH-GC 
APO  US  Forces  96262  ■ 


1*  0Pi5l/iTI0N;  FR/iNCIS  MARION 

2.  DATS  OF  OPERATION;  300745  Apr  6?  to  011930  May  67. 

3.  LOCATION :  Pleiku  Province,  RVN,  2d  Bn  (Mech),  8th  Inf  Area  o.C 
Operations,  vicinity  (ZA115175)  Reference;  Map,  Vietnam,  1:50,000,  Series 
L7014,  Sheet,  653611. 


CONTROL  OR  COmND  Ha'iDQUARTERS ;  2d  Battalion  (Mccnaniaed),  8th 

Infantry. 


5.  REPORTING  OFFICER: 
8th  Infantry. 


LTC  Gordon  J  Duquerein,  CO  2d  Bn  (Mech),  8th  Inf 
CPT  William  R  Harvey,  CO  Company  A,  2d  Bn  (Mech), 


6.  TASK  ORGANIZATION  Company  A  2d  Bn  (Mech),  8th  Inf  vdth  FO  Party, 
Scout  Plat  2/6,  A  4742  Arty  FA.  Section  tanks,  B  Troop,  1st  Sqd,  10th  Cav. 


7.  SUPPORTING  FCRCES : 

a.  Artillery:  A  4/42  Arty  (DS)  (105)  initial,  blocking  and  HStI  fires. 

B  4/12  Arty  (Reinforcing)  (105)  blocking  and  HScI  fires. 
B  1/92  Ai'ty  (GS)  (155mm)  blocking  and  H&I  fires. 

D  5/16  Arty  (GS)  blocking  and  HScI  fires. 

C  6/14  Arty  (GS)  (175mra  and  8")  blocking  and  H&I  fires. 


b.  Air  Force; 


(1)  F-4'6,  FIDO's  and  AlE's,  flew  a  total  of  48  sorties  in 
support  of  this  operation.  Air  strikes  were  responsive  and  accurate.  Ordnance 


Fo\^  ACaAU  OSb  oisiLV 


rG\^  OririCiau 

consisted  of  napiL;',  dp.'j,  hiph  drap  l.ncihs,  (5C-0,  750  and  tOlX,'  pounders),  and 
20nim  cannon.  Air  (lOOC)  lb  bonibs)  proved  to  be  the  only  effective  means  of 
destroja ng  enemy  defensdTe  bunkers.  During  the  strikes  three  secondary  explosions 
occured  and  were  observed  h?/  ground  troops. 

(2)  AC-47 j  "Spooky"  proved  Invaluable,  providing  continuous 
illumination  throughout  the  night  of  1-2  liay  for  airstrikes  and  in  addition 
provi^ded  blocking  fires  with  mini -guns. 

(3)  FkC,  Cider  24  (CPT  Davenport)  and  2?  (Lt  Dreifuss)  were 
most  helpful  in  directing  airstrikes,  AC-47's  (Spooky),  providing  continuous 
Vli  and  guiding  troops  on  the  ground. 

c .  Army  Air ; 

(1)  Gunships'  l/lO  Cav  delivered  rockets  and  machine  gun  fire 

in  support  of  this  operation.  Troops  in  the  open  were  engaged  by  the  gunships 
on  the  3E  s:  de  of  Objective  B;  the  fires  were  effective. 

(2)  H-23's  Aero  Scouts;  I Ao  Cav  light  scout  section  assisted 
in  guiding  Company  A's  AFC's  and  attached  tanks  through  the  woods  tc  the 
objective  area  and  pin  pointing  bunkers.  This  scout  section  proved  to  be  most 
effective. 

8.  INTiiiLKENCE'  Prior  to  the  engagement  it  was  knovm  that  an  NVa 
unit  v/as  operating  in  the  general  area.  Numerous  minor  contacts  had  been 
made  by  the  2/8  Inf  (Mech)  in  the  vicinity  of  the  la  Meur  I'tiver  and  numerous 
Agent  Reports  had  been  noted  in  the  area.  The  enemy  engaged  by  Company  A  was 
the  K-2  Bn  of  the  95B  Regt  (determined  by  infiltration  cards  and  captured 
documents).  It  is  believed  that  the  Battalion  (-)  was  in  the  complex  when 
contact  ;vas  made  on  30  Apr  6?  and  again  on  1  Maj''  6?  based  on  the  subsequent 
body  count,  fires  encountered,  and  wealth  of  documents  found.  The  terrain 
was  characterized  by  gently  rolling  hills  with  deep  ravines  and  primary  drain¬ 
age  was  towards  the  la  Meur  River.  A  major  ridge  line  ran  NE  to  SW  wi.th 
extending  fingers  running  South-SE  off  the  major  ridge  line.  The  area  was 
thickly  vegetated  vdth  numerous  cleared  areas  on  the  west.  Observation  in 
thickly  vegetated  areas  was  rarely  over  3  feet.  The  weather  was  mostly  clear  ' 
during  the  day  with  rains  during  the  hours  of  darkness.  All  villages  in  the 
area  of  contact  had  been  moved  in  support  of  the  EDAP  ENANG  Program.  Tlie 
following  enemy  equipment  was  captured- 

■  26  S2imn  mortar  rounds 
29  82mm  mortar  fuzes 
15-10  pounds  satchel  charges 
4000  rounds  7.62  ammunition 
26  B-40  Wockots 
10  lbs  of  documents 

maps 

2  NVA  protective  masks 
1  US  lensatic  compass 
One  month  medical  supplies 

12  AK-47's  (30  others  destroyed  by  tank  and  PC  tracks) 

1  M-16  (belonging  to  Co  C  taken  fri.m  17  Apr  67  contact) 

150  NVA  packs  and  sets  of  web  gear 
1  mile  of  cOmiiio  wire 
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River  searching  tlie  area  on  foot  in  orhop  to  f;/:  ono::;.'  iocationn  .and  destroy 
hiri.  Artillery  support  and  inined.i.ite  air  strd;eJ.  were  available  on  call. 

In  the  AO  a  FAC  was  rairborne  durinr  daylight,  hours  -and  on  call  during  hours 
of  dartoess. 

11.  iin  April  196?  t-he  company  was  given  the  mi  ssion  of 
conducting  Search  and  Destroy  Operations  in  the  central  portion  of  the  Bn 

AO.  The  unit  moved  by  AFC  from  tlie  FSB  (Z.v06C216)  to  a  dismotint  point  (ZAOb6l67) 
and  remained  there  for  the  night,  mth  the  aPC  '  s  returni.rg  to  the  FSB.  On  29 
Aprd.l  1967  the  unit  moved  north  from  the  previous  location  and  closed  on 
C  2/S  at  1100  hours.  Securing  an  LZ  for  the  extraction  o.f  C  2/f?.  A  Company  then 
proceeded  north  (ZMOi;775)  and  established  a  Company  Patrol  Base.  At  3007A5 
Apr  67  the  3d  Platoon  moved  south  and  was  to  mo/e  east  along  the  lA  Meur  River 
and  retm-’n  to  the  company  base  the  1st  Platoon  moved  Sfi  on  an  AZ  of  120^^ 
and  was  to  r.iove  east  along  the  river  and  return  to  the  Co  Base;  the  2d  Platoon 
was  in  reserve  and  established  an  OP  vie  ZA150285,  At  0914  hours,  the  3d 
Platoon  vie  (Za106168)  spotted  two  OTA  entering  a  wood  line.  They  pursued 
the  Wi'i  and  saturated  the  area  'with  fires  since  definite  targets  could  not 
be  seen.  At  300945  Apr  67  the  1st  Platoon  located  at  (ZA109171)  savr  30  OTA 
moving  north  on  a  trail  and  iraplaced  a  hasty  linear  ambush  (Inclosurc  1). 

The  1st  Platoon  permitted  all  the  30  OT.A  to  enter  the  aiabush,  prior  to  initiat¬ 
ing  it.  The  NVA  were  totally  surprised  and  did  not  fire  a  shot  in  return, 
bu't,  quickly  picked  up  their  dead  and  ivounded  and  moved  south,  using  the  sane 
tr.ail.  They  vdthdrew  about  200  meters  and  established  a  line  of  defense 
in  order  to  treat  the  wounded,  (Inclosure  5).  The  1st  Platoon  pursued  and 
forced  tlie  NVA  to  further  retreat,  leaving  behind  their  dead  and  wounded. 

Vihen  the  30  NVA  were  ambushed  the  3d  Platoon  was  put  in  a  blocking 
position  300  meters  to  the  vrest.  Artillery  fires  v/ere  fired  into  blocking 
positions  in  the  south  and  east.  The  immediate  estimate  of  the  situation  was 
a  patrol  looking  for  a  US  unit.  Since  the  OTA  were  on  the  run  the  plan  was 
to  drive  them  into  the  blocking  forces.  1st  Platoon  moved  to  the  east  to 
continue  the  assault  in  a  SW  direction.  However,  the  1st  Platoon  began  receiving 
enemy  fire  about  150  meters  to  the  south  from  a  heavy  i-roodline,  though  the 
force  he  had  engaged  had  not  yet  reached  that  point.  However,  the  1st  platoon 
continued  to  assault  till  i'b  reached  a  point  50  meters  from  the  wood  line 
when  the  volume  of  fire  bacarne  very  hea'vy  and  four  HG's  were  identified 
(Inclosure  6).  Unable  to  pin  point  the  enemy  locations,  the  Ist  Platoon 
continued  to  assault  endeavoring  to  drive  the  NVA  into  the  blocking  force 
which  at  this  time  i.\rAS  about  250  meters  to  the  west. 

The  1st  Platoon  continued  fire  and  rrianeuver  but  was  unable  to  route 
the  enemy.  The  3d  Platoon  (-)  'i^ra.s  pulled  out  of  its  blocking  position.  One 
rifle  squad  v;as  left  to  engage  any  enemy  forces  fleeing  east.  Artiller;,r  fires 
were  novr  directed  on  top  of  the  enemy,  to  the  south  and  east.  The  3d  Platoon 
(-)  moved  north  and  east  and  closed  on  the  point  of  contact  from  the  north.  It 
was  now  estimated  that  the  two  platoons  were  engaging  a  NVA  Company.  Closing 
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of  l,he  onony,  v:;.!-. 
aii  opon  field,  laid 
element  novod  in  on 
NVA  quiclcly  roActof! 
attetnptad  to  move  in 
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with  a  tremendous  voluine  of  fire.  Tlie  dj  Platoon  i  \neuver  force,  unable  to 
make  further  progress,  withdrev;  to  the  2d  Platoon  artia  and  provided  covering 
fires  while  tbe  two  squads  froiu  1st  Platoon  wltlidrow  tc  the  woodline  witli  the 
3d  Platoon.  These  two  squads  liad  boon  exposed  to  direct  sunlight  with  no  water 
for  three  and  and  a  half  hours  and  were  beginrd.ng  to  suffer  from  dehydration. 
Contact  vas  maintained  and  ai'tillery  fire  continued  until  tactical  air  was  on 
station.  Friendly  forces  withdrew  150  meters  and  established  an  LZ  for  Med-i.vac 
while  tactical  air  was  employed  on  the  target  area-  Two  strikes  were  used, 
with  500  lb  bombs,  CBU  and  Napalm.  The  strikes  and  Iiod-evac  were  completed 
by  1800  hours.  Two  APC's  of  the  Scout  Pla+oon  arrived  during  the  Med-evac 
and  were  employed  on  the  west  flank  to  r^con  bj'’  fire.  No  enemy  fire  was  re¬ 
ceived  and  t.ho  Scout  Platoon  APC's  were  withdrawn.  \/ith  the  3d  Platoon  be- 
I'iad  tbe  APC's,  another  assault  was  made  on  the  east  flank  (Inclosure  7).  The 
1st  Platoon  provided  rear  and  west  flank  security  so  that  the  maneuver  element 
could  not  be  enveloped.  Tlio  assaulting  forces  v/ere  not  fired  upon  until  they 
came  in  tiiin  15  meters  of  the  woodline.  The  MVA  forces  opened  up  across  a  150 
r.ate-f’  line.  The  ensuing  fire  fight  lasted  for  approximately  30  minutes.  This 
ti'iv.  enemy  forcos  and  enplacements  could  not  be  seen,  nor  could  the  enemy  see 
taj  I'G  fovo'.r. ,  sinr.o  the  KVa  firing  was  area  coverage  rather  than  point  targets, 
aarkno'-s  failj.ug,  A  Company  withdrev;  to  its  company  base,  .  Artillery  was 
a...,'nf;tcd  0  1  i'- 1  bavpet  a.r  ;'.  all  night.  Tliere  was  no  contact  during  the  night. 
Ca;Trr,r,y  AiAJ'  s  at.d  a  sc'cbicn  of  tanl^s,  l/lO  Cav  were  directed  to  move  to 

t'.',;  -onn.-  i.v  l.visa  an-'  wro  di'.spatched  at  dawn  on  1  May.  Two  APC's  of  the 
S':.:,id  riatac'.',  2/<i  In;^  (i'lec.!))  were  sent  from  the  company  Base  back  to  the  FSB 
on  0.1.0615  Mav'  6?  to  escort  and  guide  A  2/8  APC's  back  to  the  unit.  At  coord 
ZA112]79  at  0630  hours  the  tv.ro  APC's  were  engaged  by  an  unknown  size  force, 
but  believed  nor  to  exceed  10  personnel.  They  received  a  limited  amount  of 
smc.].!  a...''n.s  fire  and  one  B-qO  rocket  was  fired  hitting  one  of  the  APC's, 

The.  rli.eaol.od  APC  vmis  tovrecl  back  to  a/2/8  Base  while  others  continued  on  the 
original  mii.f'.G:'  an.  Also  A  ]./l2  was  air-lifted  to  2iii52209  with  th©  mission 
of  screening  to  the  oast  and  linking  up  with  A  2/6.  It  was  bel.ievod  that 
the  NVA  had  witiidrawn  to  the  east,  /it  1100  hours  after  all  the  APC's  had 
closed  the  company  deploj^ed  to  the  east  of  the  contact  area  (30  April)  in  the 
following  order;  2d  Platoon  w/l  tank  in  the  lead,  3d  Platoon,  the  command 
track,  one  tanlc,  Blmm  APC,  and  the  1st  Platoon,  (Inclosure  8).  T  he  company 
moved  east  throught  the  ambush  site  of  the  previous  day.  At  1310  hours  the  lead 
elements  received  sniper  fire  from  the  SE.  The  two  tanks  were  then  put  on  line 

i.n  +  K  O  P(^  1  e  +•  T  ‘^■P+  K  ^  ^  +  V*r-«  v**?  ^  T,^  aT  ^  A  e  1  'i 
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cempany  advanced,  an  AFC  from  the  3d  Platoon  threw  a  track  and  was  stripped, 
locked  and  abandoned  in  order  to  continue  the  momentum  of  the  attack  (Inclosure 
9).  /As  the  2d  Platoon  continued  the  attack  to  the  east,  the  volume  of  enemy 
fire  intensified.  As  the  platoons  closed  on  what  seemed  to  be  a  second  objective 
area  east  of  the  day  before  contact  the  NVA  ran  up  to  the  tracks  and  threw 
grenades  ’inder  them.  They  also  tried,  unsuccessfifLly,  to  throw  grenades 
inside  the  tanks.  The  NVA  were  routed  by  the  tanks  who  were  firing  cannister 
rounds  and  APC's  their  50  Calibers,  The  NVA  panicked  and  started  to  flee  and 


ust  oKL-'‘( 


or.t.pred  a  large  hunk','!-  cor:  lex.  r-!»  ’ontinu‘'(i  to  r.a.i  ai  r.  eoriTa-'t. 

■■vT  t,h  th»^  iVv'.i  forces  who  rnjj'ed  at  thfs'.  fro:-.  .and  ('oriiinued  t,o  enrage  xvlfh 

grenados  (Inclos’are  lO).  -.ir  rd-ri  her  ..'oru  railed  for  and  s''irlavo(i .  .^s  dark¬ 
ness  fell  the  volur.e  of  fii'’’  was  si /;ni  fi  cant  ly  reduced  and  they  broke 

contact.  The  company  withdrew  to  its  night  location  /, AIDS  171  and  using 
artillery  (over  40CX)  rounds)  and  Tactical  air,  hammered  the  area  of  contact 
all  night.  At  1930  hours  A  l/l2  closed  on  Conipany  n’s  location.  They  had 
conducted  an  air  assault  and  moved  Sit  in  order  to  eng^age  any  fleeing  enemy  forces 
tiiOugh  no  contact  was  made. 


The  Scout  Platoon  provided  convoy  escort  for  the  resupply  of  Class  IV 
and  V  items  on  1  Hay  1967.  Utilizing  a  tank  trail  made  the  previous  day 
tho  supplies  'were  transported  frorn  j/o  FSB  to  the  unat.  On  its  return  trip 
from  the  unit,  the  convoy  was  fired  upon  by  two  individuals  at  cord  ZA126177, 
The  Scout  Platoon  deployed  and  killed  two  (2)  MVA  (BC)  and  recovered  two  AK-47 
weapons.  During  the  next  four  days  the  route  was  used  several  times  without 
incident.  A  three  day  sweep  of  both  contact  areas  revealed  how  thoroughly 
the  enemy  had  been  defeated. 


RESULTS : 


to  the  enemy. 


Friendly  casualties-  3  US  KIA,  12  US  WI.i.  No  equipment  was  lost 


b.  Enemy  casualties-  138  NVA  KIa  (BC)  with  a  possible  140  more 
either  KIA  or  WIA.  Enemy  equipment  and  weapons  captured  are  listed  in  the 
Intelligence  Section. 

13.  ^MMSTRATITOL Jitters-  There  were  no  major  administrative  problems 
encountered  during  the  battle.  Medical  evacuation  was  accomplished  by  the 

Bn  C&G  helicopter  during  actual  hostile  enemy  fire.  Equipment  belonging  to 
KIA's  and  VflA's  was  evacuated  on  APC's.  Resupply  was  accomplished  by  air 
and  overland  using  APC's. 

14.  SPECLiL^E£UIPl-IEOT^  AND  TECl-lI'JIQUES : 

a.  H--23  Helicopters  (l/lO  Gav)  were  used  for  the  first  time  in 
conjunction  with  a  rifle  company  to  assist  in  maintaining  direction  during  move¬ 
ment  to  contact  and  in  pinpointing  enemy  bunkers. 

b.  81mm  Mortar,  track  mounted,  used  for  the  first  time,  ms  most 
effective  for  close  support  and  was  readily  and  easily  moved  into  position. 

c.  In  dense  vegetation  the  file  formation  proved  best  until  contact, 
and  then  mth  the  enemy  pinned  down,  elements  on  line  for  the  assault  and 
movement  through  the  objective  prior  to  dismounting  proved  very  effective. 


d.  The  90nim  oannister  tank  round  was  most  effective,  inflicting  max¬ 
imum  casualties  and  clearing  the  dense  vegetation  at  the  same  time.  The 
terrain  was  not  conducive  to  rapid  movement  of  large  numbers  of  tanks,  but 
by  maintaining  a  slow,  steady  rate  of  mo-vment,  they  were  used  qus.te  effectively. 
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bunkers.  Kand  prenades  were  di  pens-’d  t  ■-.rou.'*!'  ‘he  hatch,  top  and  rear  dn^r 
of  the  aPC  by  pullinr  ur  to  a  bunker  and  thro’nnp,  pronadas  inside. 

15.  Cpi  jl  iNDiiaS  ,'.h..I,Y5Ib  •  T'ae  shock  of  a  Mechanized  Infantry  attack  can 

nit  be  over  er.iphaotzed  in  this  particular  action.  No  anti-tank  or  other  hl/^h 
explosive  weapons  v.'ere  encountered,  thou/th  rockets'  were  present. 

Such  weapons  were  not  ertployed,  it  is  believed,  because  of  dense  vegetation  and 
the  lack  of  fi'  Idt  of  fire.  Hand  grenades  were  employed  by  NVA  to  tr.v 
to  stop  the  y\PC's  and  tanks,  but  were  totally  ineffective.  The  fire-power 
of  the  aPC's  and  tanks,  combined  with  K-79  grenade  launchers  and  hand  grenados, 
was  overv/helming  and  apparently  beyond  the  imagination  of  the  enemy.  The 
ij-ghlight  of  the  attack  was  the  90mm  cannister  at  point  blank  range.  Extensive 
recon  by  fire  wa  .  very  effecgive  and  inflicted  damage  on  the  enemy.  Tactical 
Air,  wi.th  1000  lb  bombs,  was  used  to  destroy  bunkers.  BDiv  of  bombs  was  gen¬ 
erally  two  bunkers  destroyed  and  1-2  bunkers  damaged  severely,  depending  on 
point  of  impact.  8"  Arty  did  not  effect  the  bimkers  unless  there  was  a 
direct  hit  and  then  only  the  bunker  hit  war  destroyed.  The  enemy  forces 
within  the  battle  area  of  1  May  6?  was  estimated  at  two  NVA  Companies. 

Enemy  Tiission  was  unknown,  but  the  organization  of  the  structures  and  bunker 
complex,  and  the  fact  that  they  were  still  building,  strongly  ev.ggests'  that 
the  complex  was  to  be  a  regimental  size  base  area.  The  enemy  forces  did  not 
want  to  give  up  the  ground  and  fought  fiercely  to  retain  control.  In  both 
battles  (30  Apr  and  1  May  6?)  the  enemy  tried  desperately  to  deny  penetration 
and  subsequent  occupation  of  the  area.  The  NVA  was  in  the  process  of  moving 
equipment  to  this  area;  82ram  mortar  rounds  were  found  tied  in  bamboo  carrying 
poles  and  the  poles  and  vines  lashing  them  together  were  fresh,  C  2/8  had 
continuous  contact  i\dth  small  groups  in  ambushes  and  patrols  for  5  days  prior 
to  29  Apr  67.  THe  contact  was  made  with  enemy  forces  moving  SW  to  ME  or  IME 
to  SW.  Contacts  were  made  during  day  and  night.  A  first  hand  evaluation  of 
captured  maps  and  docum.ents  indicated  that  the  NIA'i  wanted  to  establish  a 
clandestine  area  as  a  base  for  attacks  on  unidentified  objectives  which  logically 
could  be  Plei  Me,  Oasis,  2/8  FSB  and  the  EDAP  ENaNG  resettlamebt  area.  US 
forces  were  outnumbered  by  a  minimum  of  2  to  1.  ivir  (both  helicopter  and 
fixed  wing)  and  artillery  were  used  to  contain  the  enejcy  and  prevent  withdrawal. 
This  proved  successful  since  the  large  body  count  indicates  that  the  dead 
were  not  all  evacuated,  as  is  the  general  rule  mth  NVA  forces. 

In  summation,  the  success  of  the  opei'ation  resulted  from: 

a.  Momentum  and  shock  effect  of  a  mechanized  attack. 

b.  Tremendous  fire  power  of  organic  and  support  weapons. 

c.  The  surprise  gained  by  attacking  an  exposed  flank. 

d.  The  NVA  lacked  cleared  fields  of  fire,  and  the  thick  under 
brush  hindered  their  escapsfrom  the  onslaught  of  attaclting  US  forces. 

e.  The  deliberate  employment  of  the  company  coupled  with  the 
maxLm'um  utilization  of  supporting  assets  possessed  to  the  company  commander, 
(ground  commander)  for  employment. 

16.  ^pkmpATION: 


a.  Continued  attachment  of  tanks  to  Mechanized  Infantry  vmite. 


b. 

September). 


Mounting  of  2  M-60  MG  on  each  APC. 

6 


(This  will  be  done  in 


pov?.  oMuv 
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%  c.  Helrv.cts  (for  iFT'  drivers  ^rici  id:  '  r  )  Rhr>u]d  t,e  reinforcwS 

•  C.O  provi(_.e  bett'^r  [irotection  fron:  snail  iit’s  f'ra,^:  orr*  at  ion, 

d.  Clajar.ors  nines  tbat  coul  I  be  noentoa  in  multiples  on  the  sides 
and  rear  of  the  .iI’C  and  aetonated  froii,  innide  the  trarK. 

e.  Mounted  flame  tlvrowere  attached  to  meclianized  infantry  unite 
when  assultinj;  fortified  postions.  Use  of  tlia  flame  thrower  would  demoralize 
the  enemy  and  would  facilitate  destroyin/i;  uunkers  and  personnel  therein. 
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TRUE  COPY 


/s/u^ordon  J  DuquciTiin 
CORDON  J  DUfi'UiltUN 
LTC ,  Infantry 
Commanding 


FRANCIS  E  CUTLER 
MlJ,  Armor 
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Incloaure  2  (Fighting  Bunker  of  Ob.j  A)  to  Combat  Operation  After  Action 
Report 

Reference:  Map,  Vietnam,  1:50,000,  Series  L7014,  Sheet  6536II. 
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Inolosure  3  (Protective  Bunker  Obj  A  and  B)  To  Combat  Operation  After 
Action  Report 

Reference;  l-Iap,  Vietnam,  1:50,000,  Series  L701Aj  Sheet  653611. 


Protective  Bunker 


OF/-  \CVAL.  U'St  ONLY 

Inclosure  U  (Organization  of  NVA)  to  Combat  Operation  After  Action' Report 
Reference;  May,  'Vietnam,  1:50,000,  Series  LYOl^j  Sheet  653611, 
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Inclosure  5  (Direction  of  NVA  Moving  into  Ambush)  to  Combat  Operation 
After  Action  Report 

Reference;  Map,  Vietnam,  1:50,000,  Series  LVOlif,  Sheet  6536II. 
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Inclosuro  6  (Attack)  to  Combat  Operation  After  Action  Report 
Reference:  May,  Vietnam,  1:50,000,  Series  L70U,  Sheet  653611. 


Vfithdrawal  route  of 
US  Forces  to  evacuate  vjoauded 
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Tnclosure  7  (1st  Platoon  Rear  and  Flank  Security)  to  Combat  Operation 
After  Action  Report 

Reference:  Map,  Vietnam,  1:50,000,  Series  17014,  Sheet  653611. 
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Inclosure  3  (Attack  of  Objective  -1  May  67)  to  Combat  Operation  After 
Action  Report 

Reference:  Map,  Vietnam,  1:50,000,  Series  17014,  Sheet  653611. 
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Inclosure  9  (Attack  of  Objective  B)  to  Combat  Operation  After  Action  Report 
Reference;  Map,  Vietnam,  1:50,000,  Series  L70I4,  Sheet  653611. 
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"Braves  Always  First" 

A!'0  96265 

AVDDA-BRAC-SC  19  May  196? 

SLIBJiiCT;  Combat  Operations  after  Action  Report  for  1  May  6? 

TO:  Commanding  Officer 

Ist,  Bde,  4th  Inf  Div 
APO  ITS  Fn'rr'Ps 

1.  JMama  of  Operation:  Francis  '"‘arion 

2.  Date  of  Op;ration:  010700  May  67  -  02120C  May  67. 

3.  Location: 

a.  A  Company  -  YA7 91337 

b.  B  Company  -  YA838333 

4.  Command  and  Control  Headquarters: 

a.  HQ, 3rd  Bn,  12th  Inf 

b.  Company  a,  3 I'd  Bn,  12th  Inf 

c.  Company  B,  3i'd  Bn,  12th  Inf 

5.  Reporting  Officer:  L'fC  John  I'.  Vollmer 

6.  Task  Organization: 

HQ, 3rd  Bn,  12th  Inf. 

Company  A,  3rd  Bn,  12th  Inf. 

Company  B,  3rd  Bn,  12th  Inf. 

Company  C,  3rd  Bn,  12th  Inf. 

7.  Supporting  Forces: 

a.  Battery  C,  1st  Bn,  92nd  Artillery 

b.  Battery  C,  5th  Bn,  I6th  Artillery 
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SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  After  Ji.ction  Report  for  1  I'iay  6? 


c.  Battery  B,  6th  Bn,  14th  Artillery 

d.  USAF,  Tactic^  Air  Strike® 

8.  Intelligence:  An  agent  report  from  Special  Forces  Camp  at  Due  Co 
indiceteri  there  could  ha  two  companies  of  NVji  located  in  grid  squares  YA 
7933  and  YA8033.  This  report  v;as  received  at  the  Bn  CP  early  morning  of 

1  May  and  relayed  to  A  3/12  at  010710H  ilay  67. 

9.  Missions; 

a.  The  3rd  Bn,  I2th  Inf  was  securing  the  1st  Bde  CP  at  Jackson 
Hole  and  conducting  search  and  destroy  operations  in  assigned  AO. 

b.  A  3/12  was  conducting  search  and  destroy  operations  while 
moving  South  to  valley  running  East-West  vie  of  YA790330. 

c.  B  3/12  was  conducting  search  and  destroy  operations  while 
mooring  South  to  vie  of  YA847310. 

10.  Background: 

a,  A  3/12  closed  into  a  night  location  vie  yA791337  at  301600 
•"•pril  67.  The  next  day  the  company  was  to  continue  South  conducting  a 
search  and  destroy  operation. 

b.  B  3/12  closed  into  a  night  location  vie  YA83S333  at  301600 
April  67.  The  next  day  the  company  was  to  continue  to  cove  to  the  South. 

11.  Execution; 

a.  Earlj’-  on  the  i;orning  of  1  May  Company  was  preparing  to  depart 
its  night  location.  At  01C715i  a  patrol  returning  to  the  position  discovered 
a  telephone  wire  alongside  e  trail  leading  to  the  p  sition.  Discovery 

was  made  300  meters  South  of  the  company  po.sition.  Immediately  thereafter, 
an  LP  50  meters  Southeast  of  the  perimeter  reported  observing  30  to  40 
enemy  moving  towards  the  position,  Capt<ain  Jones  iramediatelj'’  ordered  iiiovemant 
preparations  to  ceas.,-  and  all  positions  manned. 

b.  At  010717,  an  estimated  M*/A  Company  attacked  the  perimeter  from 
the  Southeast.  The  Ist  platoon  receiv  d  heavy  automatic  fire,  B-40  rockets 
and  mortar  rounds. 
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Small  a.rms  fire  was  received  fn  m  all  around  the  perimeter  to  a  lessor 
extent,  /.rtillery  fire  was  placed  around  the  perime-ter  and  ir.imediate 
airstrikes  v/ero  ruquesiad.  jit  this  point,  only  light  casualties  had  been 
sustained  Iqy  the  company,  j.t  OIO72O,  enem>  small  arms  fire  began  to  die 
down,  '’^rtar  fire  continued  to  fall  within  the  porimetor. 

c,  .it  01072'  ,  another  patrol  attempting  to  get  back  to  the 
perimeter  reported  0  large  ononiy  force  moving  towards  the  porimeti^r  from  the 
Soutiiwest.  iirtillory  fire  was  shifted  to  cover.  At  010737,  the 
perimeter  was  attacked  from  the  Southwest..  Heavy  automatic  weapons  fire, 
mortar  and  rockets  wore  received,  un  LP  on  the  t.'est  side  of  the  perira'-;ter 
w<?.s  overrun  before  it  could  be  withdravm.  One  man  was  killed,  cno  wounded 
and  an  AN/PRC-25  captured. 

d.  i.t  010732,  B  Company,  moving  south  froii  its  night  location, 
was  ordered  to  move  west  to  the  „  Company  position. 

G.  At  0107A5,  a  forward  air  controller  arrived  over  ..  Company, 
i.rtillory  fire  was  shifted  to  the  East  to  clear  a  corridor  for  the  fighters 
to  make  their  runs. 


f.  By  0800,  Inconing  fire  bee. .me  light,  the  peri).aet...r  receiving 
only  sporadic  rifle  fire  and  some  mortar  rounds.  Due  to  the  volume  of 
aatillery  fire  and  the  air  strikes,  the,  enemy  was  believed  to  be  hugging 
the  perimeter  in  the  dense  underbrush.  These  forces  appeared  to  be  used 
as  a  delay  element  to  cover  the  wi1,hclrawal  of  the  main  attack  force  and 
casualties.  Personnel  in  the  perimeter  received  intense  small  arms  fire 
when  anj''  attempt  was  made  to  move. 

g.  After  010855,  fire  v/as  not  r.^ceived  in  the  p-erimeter  and  A 
Company  began  to  reorcani.ze  for  pursu.it  and  to  secure  an  LZ  for  evacuation 
of  the  ’ivounded  and  resupply  of  ammunition. 

h.  At  010936  the  company  attempted  to  pursue  the  a.tt?.cld.ng  force 
that  withdrew  tovards  the  Southw^ust.  The  company  immediately  received 
mortar  and  small  arms  fire,  .irtillery  fire  vaas  shifted  from  the  possible 
writhdrawal  routes  back  to  the  area  sur.roundmg  the  perimeter.  Fl.atoons 

were  directed  to  sweep  around  the  perimeter  and  ’.'e  ready  to  move  in  pursuit, 

i.  at  011029,.  all  firing  had  ceased  and  one  platoon  moved  to  the 
Southvrest  in  pursuit,  at  011037,  this  platoon  b-.^gan  receiving  small  arms 
fire.  Close  artillery  fire  was  Crolled  and  the  platoon  a.aain  moved  forward 
receiving  sporadic  srriall  arms  fire. 
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j.  At  011058,  the  patrol  rejoined  the  company.  The  patrol  leader 
reported  observinc  the  enemy  force  ca.rryin.ff  tbirtj’-  dead  and  wounded  moving 
South  towards  coordinates  yA790330.  This  enemy  force  hfsd  spotted  the 
patrol  but  contact  had  been  broken.  .Honvjr  artillery  fire  was  placed  on 
the  reported  coordinates. 

k.  At  011105, sw«.;ps  around  the  perimeter  began  locating  enemy 
bodies  and  weapons.  All  small  arms  firo  had  ceased  by  this  time.  The  LZ 
was  secured  and  modivac  and  resupply  helicopters  were  colled. 

l.  At  011140,  B  Company,  obsorv.id  two  MVA  moving  East  at  YA 
8I3332.  One  vms  killed,  the  other  escaped  to  tho  West.  ' 

m.  By  011212  resupply  and  casualty ■ evacuation  had  been  completed 

and  the  element  aecioring  the  LZ  moved  to  rejoin  the  company  moving  to  the 
sQUthvfest.  An  artillery  aerial  observer  reported  sighting  mar^  enemy 
wounded  in  vie  of  YA790330.  an  airstrike  was  divert«d  to  that  location 
and  A  Company  instructed  to  move  as  rapidly  .as  practical  -to  that  location 
and  attempt  to  regain  contact  with  the  enemy.  .  •  ’ 

n.  There  was  no  more  contact  v/ifh  enemy  forces.  A  Company  moved 
south  to  vie  of  yA790330  and  at  011800  linked  up  with  B  Comparjy  vie  of  YA 
794328.  The  A  Company  Commandor  was  evacuated  because  of  a  head  wound 
received  earlier  in  the  day.  The  B  Companj'  ^ommander  was  made  commander  of 
the  combined  force.  Plans  were  made  for  a  search  of  the  area  the  next  day. 

12.  Results  of  the  search  were: 

24  NVa  KIA  (body  count) 

1  NVA  WIA  captured 

18  individual  weapons  (7-AK47,10  SKS  rifle,  1  type  54  pistol) 

1  RPD  light  machine  gun 
1  B-40  rocket  launcher 
4  60inra  mortar  rounds 

44  82mm  mortar  rounds 


11  B-'40  rockets 


«  » 
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52  hand  grenades 
5  sets  of  web  gear 
24  pioneer  tools 

On  2  Hay,  B  Company  located  r.  bunker  complex  at  Yn793332  which  had 
been  evacuated  hastily.  In  this  complex  was  an  aid  station  with  medical 
supplies,  an  operating  table  and  whole  blood. 

US  Losses  were: 


3  Kli. 

16  WIA 

1  AN/PRC-25  radio  captured  and  1  AN/FRC-25  radio  destroyed. 
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SUBJ-:;CT:  Cottbat  Operations  After  Action  Report  (ECS;  J-3132}: 


THP.U:  Comir.aading  Officer 

1st  Brigade j  Ath  Infantry  Division 
nTTl'; :  a\l)DA-BRC  ' 

APO  San  Francisco  96265 


TO;  Comnandirg  Ckineral 

4th  Inian'  rv  Division 

ATTM:  ..vDDH-CG 

APO  San  Francisco  96262 


1.  (C)  Name  or  identity  and/or  type  of  operation:  FRANCIS  MiiRIOK 
(DUG  CO  I'Ll):  Search  and  Destroy  Operation. 

2.  (c)  Dates  of  Operation:  I8IO4OK  May  6?  to  241345H  May  67. 

3.  (C)  Location:  PLKI  DOC  (YA719309,  YA  717308,  YA716315). 

4.  (C)  Control  or  Command  Headquarters;  Ist  Brigade,  4th  Infantry 
Division. 

5.  (C)  Reporting  Officers:  Col  Jackson,  1st  Brigade  Commander;  LTC 
Gannon,  1/8  Inf  Commander;  Capt  Williamson,  Al/8  Inf  Commander;  Capt 
Sholly  and  Lt  Allen,  Bl/8  Inf  Convmandcr;  and  Capt  Peterson,  Cl/S  Inf 
Coiranander. 

6.  (C)  Task  Organization: 

1/8  Inf:  Al/8  Inf  A6/29th  Arty 

Bl/8  Inf  B57l6th  Arty 

Cl/3  Inf 
;a/22nd  Inf 
lBl/69th  Armor 

7.  (C)  Supporting  Forces: 

a.  A6/29th  jirty  (l05mm)  DS  Battery  fired  8300  rounds  in  support 

of  operation. 
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b.  B5/l6th  Ai’ty(155)  (Reinforcement)  Battery  fired  4940  rounds 
ill  support  of  operation. 

c.  C5/l6th  Arty(155)  Battery  fired  1845  rounds  in  support  of 

opei’ations. 

d.  B6/l4th  Arty(8  inch  and  175)  batteri.es  fired  1794  aJid  690 
ro'  .3  respectively  in  support  of  operation. 

e.  Fires  from  all  batteries  were  extremely  effective.  Artillery 
adjustments  were  mthin  twenty-five  (25)  meters  of  supported  troops.  During 
the  periods  of  limited  or  nc  contact,  batteries  fired  battle  field  denial 
fires  within  400  meters  of  the  unit's  perimeter. 

f.  Air:  Immediate  request  for  air  support  was  forwarded  thru 
both  Army  and  Air  Forde  channels.  Throughout  the  period  from  18  way  to 

23  May  there  vrerc  57  sorties  flovm  with  mixed  ordnance  (napalm,  cluster  bombs, 
2Qnim,  and  500  GP  bombs).  Over  all  results  of  air strikes  are  unknown,  however 
a  POW  captured  on  21  Kay  indicated  that  he  had  heard  that  one  airstrike  had 
hit  one  of  the  NVA  battalions.  Gui^ships  employed  against  small  pockets  of 
resistance  supplemented  airstrikos  and  artillery  effectively. 

8.(C)  IntGlligence;  The  terrain  ttiroughout  the  entire  contact  area  is 
primarily  single  canopy  jungle  forest.  The  trees  vary  front  5  to  30  inches  in 
diameter  and  from  15  to  75  feet  in  height.  The  vegetation  is  comparatively 
dense  in  most  areas  affording  limited  visibility  and  limiting  speed  of  move¬ 
ment.  There  are  numerous  small  streams  in  the  area  that  generally  flow  north¬ 
west,  They ' eventually  flow  into  the’ BE  SAW  River  which  forms  the  Cambodian 
border  to  the  west.  To  the  north  and  east  are  densely  wooded  mountains.  To 
the  soutli  toivArds  Highvray  19  the  area  opens  and  becomes  somewhat  level.  There 
are  numerous  high  speed  trails  throughout  the  area. 

The  enemy  was  '^stojaated  to  be  possible  elements  of  the  66th  NVA  Regiment 
which  had  made  previous  contact  with  the  3rd  Bn,  12th  Inf.  The  enemy  unit 
that  was  contacted  was  the  3^0th  or  32nd  KVA  Regiment  which  had  a  total 
strength  estimated  between  1200  and  1400  personnel.  All  three  battalions  of 
the  regiment  were  contacted  at  one  time  or  another  d.uring  the  period. 

During  the  contact  on  the  18th  the  4th  platoon  v;as  lured  into  an  ambush. 
The  KVA  tactics  could  best  be  described  as  a  "Lame  Duck  Act",  The  total  enemy 
force  contacted  on  the  I8th  vras  one  NVA  battalion. 

Between  the  contact  on  the  18th  rvnd  the  20th  the  KV.j.  did  not  attempt  to 
break  contact ,  •  The'  ?!Va  maintained  contact  t'nrough  the  use  of  small  trail 
pirties  and  reconnaissance  elements. 

During  the  contact  on  the  20th  the  NVA  used  an  estimated  force  of  two 
battalions  with  one  battalion  in  reserve. 

During  both  attacks  the  enaay  made  maximum  use  of  terrain,  cover,  and 
concealment.  The  enemy  used  mrtars  and  automatic  weapons  in  a  basically 
conventional  role,  and  to  maximum  advantage.  The  amount  of  mortar  ammunition 
fired  indicates  tha.t  the  KVa  were  capable  of  more  than  harassing  fire. 
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The  morale  and  discipline  of  the  NVa  troops  was  considered  very  high, 
this  csn  be  accounted  for  by  their  I'econt  arrival  in  South  Vietnam  from 
Cambodia.  It  is  further  demonstrated,  by  the  manner  in  which  they  cone’  ■  cted 
both  attacks  and  their  actions  during  the  contacts,  that  they  appeared  to 
hs-ve  been  well  coordinated  and  had  good  esprit  de  corps. 

Enemy  losses  can  bu  estimated  betwo.-.n  150  and  200  KIA  in  addition  to  Ahe 
157  KIA  (BC).  It  is  estimated  150-250  additional  personnel  were  wounded  in 
the  contact.  A  total  of  400-500  were  wounded  or  killed  in  the  32nd  Regiment, 
thus  decreasing  its  combat  strength  by  an  estimated  30  percent. 

9. (C)  Kission:  l/8  Inf  to  establish  FSd  vie  DUG  CO  (YA7b9239)to  conduct 
SStD  operations  ir  a,ssigned  AO  to  locate  and  destroy  enemy  forces  and  instal¬ 
lations. 

10.  (C)  Concept  of  Operation:  l/8  Inf  established  FSB  vie  Y.i790239  on 
13  Kay,  Companies  A  and  B  (mutually  supporting)  coimnenced  swoep  to  the  west 
northwest  to  vie  YA7331  where  they  would  then  sweep  east,  Co  G  initially- 
provided.  security  at  FSB. 

11.  (C)  action  prior  to  separation  of  the  4th  platoon  of,  Co  B,  l/8  Inf: 

Co  3  was  rno-'ing  north  on  an  azimuth  of  350  degrees,  when  at  1040  hours  , 
vie  YA720306,  it  spotted  and  fired  at,l  NVA  in.' khaki  uni  form  with  werp  erj. 

The  NVi'.  withdrew  to  the  north  an  a  high  speed  trail.  The  unit,  swept  the  area 
and  continued  to  proceed,  north  in  a  columja  of  platoons  with  the  4th  platoon 
on  the  left  front,  the  2nd  p]atoon  on  the  right  front,  and  the  3rd  and  1st 
platoons  bringin.g  up  the  left  and  right  rear  files  respectively. 


iit  1055  hours  vie  YA721307  the  point  scuad  of  the  2nd  platoon  observed  ■ 
three  (3)  NVA  in  khaki  t-o  their  front.  The  column  vjas  halted  and  the  platoon 
leader  moved  forward.  The  platoon  }.eadei'  was  infonriod  that  the  men  heard 
voices  to  their  front.  At  this  time  one  (l)  NV-v  in  khaki  and  arraed  with  an 
iVK-47  stepped  into  viow  on  the  right  front  of  the  formation.  The  platoon 
le,a,der  yell-d  in  Vietnamese  for  the  NVA  to  "come  here"  in  hopes  of  capturing 
him.  The  Mlhv  then  attempto-d  to  fire  on  the  platoon  and  the  platoon  leader  ■ 
and  several  members  of  his  platoon  fired  on  the  NVa,  The  one  KVa  fled  to  the 
north.  Thu  t'hree  (”)  KVA  first  sighted  fled  to  the  northwest. 

The  ccrapany  commander,  Lt  alJen,  then  maneuvered  the  company  to  sweep  to 
the  north  along  the  ridge  where  the  NVA  were  sighted.  Upon  sweeping  the 
contact  area  the  company  found  a  fresh,  well  used  trail  runr;ing  generally 
east-west  and  .another  well  used  trail  running  north-south.  The  unit  established 
a  perimeter  and  started  cutting  a  PZ  to  evacuate  the  4  NV -i  ruck  sacks  that  had 
been  found  in  the  area  (Sec  T.v3  a). 
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Tho  comptiiiy  conunander  then  sent  the  1st  platoon  to  the  cast  southeast  to 
check  that  portion  of  the  trail,  and  the  4th  platoon  was  sent  to  the  west  and 
northwest  to  check  out  the  trail  in  that  direction.  They  were  instructed  to 
go  no  farther  than  200  meters.  The  1st  platoon  moved  along  tho  trail  to  tho 
southeast  for  a  distance  of  250  meters  ^and  returned  v;ith  negative  findings, 
Tho  4th  platoon  started  to  the  nort.hwest  .'along  the  tr.ail.  The  trail  forked 
to  tho  north  and  the  4th  platoon  then  mved  in  a  northerly  direction.  At 
approximately  1130  hours  the  4th  platoon  observed  1  NVA  and  received  small 
arms  fire.  Tho  pl.atoon  leader  c.allod  back  .and  requested  to  pursue  the  one  , 
NVA. 


At  .approximately  1200  hours  the  volume  of  fire  h.ad  increased  in  intensity 
.and  tho  pl<atoon  was  receiving  fire.  The  company  comm.ander  informed  the  pl.atoon 
to  return  to  the  company  perimetor.  The  platoon  .attempted  to  return  to  the 
company  perimeter  bait  was  unable  to  do  so  .as  it  was  receiving  heavy  AW  fire 
from  tho  oast,  botvieen  the  pl.atoon  .and  the  conip.any. 

The  comp.any  commander  then  started  to  maneuver  the  comp.any  in  a  north 
northwesterly  direction  to  link  up  avith  the  4th  platoon,  Thu  company  was  in 
a  lino  formation  with  the  1st  platoon  in  the  roar  .as  reserve,  the  3d  platoon 
on  tho  left,  the  2d  pl.atoon  on  tho  right,  ivith  the  CP  group  in  the  middle. 

The  company  nnoved  approximately  20  meters  forw.ard  of  the  company  perianeter. 

The  point  elements  of  the  2d  and  3d  pl.ateons  cane  under  intense  fire  (See 
Incl  B)  in  which  several  men  were  wounded.  The  company  was  unable  to  move 
forward  and  attempted  to  maneuver  to  the  right  and  left  flank  but  ivns  pinned 
down  by  AW  and  small  arms  fire  on  both  sides.  The  eompany  then  went  into  a 
perimeter  defense. 

At  this  point  tho  description  of  the  action  has  to  bs  separated  as  the 
4th  platoon  was  one  separate  clcnent  and  the  company  was  another, 

b.  Action  of  the  4th  plntoon,  Co  B  after  separation: 

The  4th  platotan  after  initially  moving  to  tho  west  observed  one  NVA 
wearing  a  green  uniform  and  carrying  a  ruck  sack.  The  platoon  attempted  to 
close  with  the  NVA  and  started  following  a  trail  that  ran  NW  to  SE  from  tho 
main  EW  trail.  The  platoon  then  observed  4“5  NVA  .and  then  10-'15  NVA,  It  was 
at  tho  last  sighting  that  the  platoon  st.arted  receiving  small  arms  and  AW  fire. 
At  this  tine  the  platoon  le.ader  c.alled  in  and  requested  as.sistanco  from  the 
company.  The  comp.any  coatimandor  attempted  to  move  to  his  aid.  Tho  platoon 
then  st<artod  rocoiving  heavy  A¥  fire  from  the  east,  northeast  .an  southe<ast 
between  its  location  .and  tho  corip<"ny's.  The  platoon  leader  then  requested 
.artillery  fire. 

The  platoon  was  divided  into  two  elements  when  initially  moving  along  the 
trail.  When  the  fir.ing  first  st,arted,  tho  re.ar  element  was  ordered  to  link 
up  with  the  lead  element.  As  this  was  being  .accomplished  the  platoon  wqs 
taking  firo  from  the  north  in  rel.ativoly  heavy  volume  and  receiving  sniper  fire 
from  the  west.  The  platoon  at  this  time  had  one  r.adio  destroyed,  leaving 
only  one  operational  r.adio.  The  pl.ato.an  tb.on  started  ideceiving  heavy  AW  fire 
fror.  the:  southe.ast,  oast  an  '  nartheastc  They  roportod  that  they  were  cut 
r:ff  and  c  'Uld  not  move  back  to  the  remainder  of  the  company.  The  platoon 
therefore  moved  to  the  west  into  a  ravine  to  set  up  a  defensive  perimeter. 
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Aprnrcntiy  tlio  platoon  could  not 'roach  the  company  ;.)n  the  company  net 
and  switched  the  remaining  rnclin  to  ,thi.'  3n  command  net.  In  this  manner  it 
established  C'.wauni  cat  ions  with  the  c  >mpany,  Thu  pl&toonfe  fire  commands 
wore  then  relayed  over  the  battalion  commcind  not. 

The  battalion  coinmander  was  located  in  his  C&C  aircraft  over  the  scene  of 
the  contact.  Ho  was  able  to  communicate  id.th  companj^  CP  but  could  not  talk 
to  the  4th  platoon,  Oecasionally  he  was  able  to  hear  the  platoon  loader 
relaying  a  report  to  the  company  CP. 

The  platoon  is  believed  to  have  had  only  2  smoke  grenades,  which  were 
used  early  in  the  contact  in  an  attempt  to.  mark  its  position  for  tho 
adjustment  of  artillery.  However,  due  to  the  heavy  canopy  these  two  gronnres 
were  not  effective  markers. 

As  the  plato-  n  withdrew  to' the  west  it  was  suriviundod  and  was  receiving 
heavy  AW,  MG,  B40,and  sniper  fire  from  all  sides.  Seven  men  of  the  platoon 
ran  to  the  west  and  into  a  small  creek  bed,  iuLl  but  one  of  those  men  were 
immediately  killed  by  machine  gm  fire  from  the  northwest  (See  T/iB  C),  the 
platoon  established  a  perimeter  approximately  15  to  20  meters  in  diameter 
which  consisted  of  throe  groups  (See  Incl.  D). 

The  platoon  leader  moved  from  tho  vicinity  of  the  stream  to  the  command 
group  .and  radio,  and  started  requesting  artillery  fire  to  his  west.  Tho  first 
roxmd  was  sroko  and  tho  platoon' leader  v/as. unable  to  observe.  He  then  started 
calling  in  corrections  to  move  the  artillery  to  the  west,  and  it  was  moved 
closer  to  his  front.  The  platoon  was  getting  hit  from  all  sides  with  enemy 
fire.  The  survivors  indicate  there  was  a  ma.chine  gun  and  B40  rocket  laxincher 
to  the  southeast,  a  B40  rocket  launcher  to  the  north  northeast,  and  snipers 
and  AW  on  all  sides. 

The  NVA  attempted  to  overrun  the  platoon  from  tho  west  across  the  creek 
but  were  repelled.  At  1337  hours  the  artillery  was  cut  off  and  tho  gimships 
started  to  work  the  area  on  the  west  side  of  tho  stream.  The  platoon  leader 
tcilking  to  tho  aircr^.ft  indicated  the  aircraft  were  firing  where  he  wanted  them, 
but  the  survivors  indicated  the  aircraft  were  not  effective  as  they  were 
■  firing  too  far  west. 

At  1404  houTK  the  artillery  was  employed  again.  The  platoon  loader 
called  for  artillery  fire  closer  to  his  position.  At  approximately  145S  hours 
the  platoon  loader  requested  artillery  fire  on  top  of  his  position  because 
ho  was  being  ovcrrim.  .  About  this  time  th'j  comma.nd  group  was  killed  by 
machine  gun  a_nc!  rocket  fire. 


The  survivors  indicated  the  KVAl  were  in  a  lino  formation,  firing  as;  they 
moved,  and  stopping  to  search  each  body  a.nd  gather  the  weapons,  ammunition, 
canteens,  and  other  personal  effects,  i.e.  jewelry  (watches  and  rings).  The 
NVA  tied  two  of  the  survivors  ha,nds'  behind  their  backs  as  if  going  to  take 
them  prisoner,  but  left  them  in  place.  Tho  NVa  swept  the  flatoon's  area  from 
two  directions,  initially  from  ths  east,  and  a  few  minutes  later  another 
group  came  into  tho  area  .from  th'e  northwest. 

/according  to  the  survivors  at  Ica.st  two  persons  who  had  been  wounded  were 
deliberately  shot  by  the  NVa.  iJJ.  of  the  survivors  either, played  dead  or 
wore  unconscious  from  wouxids  while  the  IVvA.  searched  tho  perimeter. 
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One  the  NVji'n  who  was  a.pparuntly  the  leader,  WDuld  kick  a  body 
several  times  in  the  back  or  ribs  and  if  it  moved  it  mi;Tht  bo  shot.  The 
survivors  estimate  the  Mti  were  in  the  nia'a  a.pproxima.tely  30-40  rdnutes,  method¬ 
ically  searching  all  pcrs.'nnel,  ,\.ftcr  searching  the  beidios,  the  NV4  with¬ 
drew  to  the  west  across  the  stream.  The  survivors  indicate  the  NVA  kept 
up  constant  activity  durijig  the  night  but  never  reentered  the  platoon  area. 

In  the  morning  th.  survivors  coid^d  see  only  1  hVA  in  a  tree  as  Co  A 
approached.  He  left  th<.'  area  without  .firing  a  xviund, 

li'i  A  closec!  with  the  4th  platc;on  of  Co  B  at  190820H  May  and  found  7  US 
WIA,  1  na.n  unharmed,  and  cliscoverod  1  nan  ML\.  At  this  time  a  PZ  was  cut  and 
the  KIA'S  and  WI/i'S  were  evacuatetd 

c.  Action  of  Go  B(-)  after  sep'aration  of  the  4th  Platoon: 

The  company  cinmandcr  of  Co  B,  being  unable  to  maneuver  and  close  with 
the  4th  platoon  duo  to  the  intense  .M  an(i  sniper  fire,  organised,  the  romainder 
of  the  company  in  a  perLmeter  and  at  1400  hours  started  cutting  a  FZ  to 
evacuate  the  vrounded. 

Co  A  was  located  vie  Yii?33303  at  1330  hours  and  was  instructed  tc'  move 
and  close  Co  B's  location  from  the  northeast.  At  1512  hou.rs  Co  a  was  located 
vie  YA72630B  ’coving  west  to  assist  Co  B.  .>t  this  tiiae  Co  a  was  diverted  to 
move  south  to  a  suitable  PZ  location  vie  YA730305. 

nt  1620  hduifs' the  ^nd'  plato’ori  Jf'Co  B  V.ghin  attempted  to  close  with  the 
4th  platoon  and  was  again  stopped  at  the  ravine  to  t.he  front.  The  comp.ariy 
commander  then  ordered  the  company  to  remain  in  the  .'rimetcr  and  to  complete 
the  PZ  ns  soon  as  jKissible.  At  1645  hoxirs  Co  B  reported,  that  it  via  receiving 
only  spcrad.i.c  sma.ll  a.nns  and  sniper  fire,  and  it  had  had.  no  contact  v/ith  the 
4th  platoon  for  the  last  hour. 

At  1725  hours  the  first  element  of  the  Recon  Platoon  nil!'!  Capt  Shdly 
(Co  B  corrxrnder)  were  airlifted  from  thiv.-  fire  support  base  into  the  Co  B(-) 
location.  Tlie  last  element  of  Recon  closed  Co  B's  loc.ation  at  1745  hours. 

j-t  1755  hours  a  Medevac  aircraft  reported  recoi^'ing  fire  from  the  south¬ 
west  of  Co  B’s  location.  Gunships  and  artillery  were  employed  against  the  fire, 
Cn  B  reported  receiving  sporadic  A¥  fire  from  the  north  but  in  a  decreasing 
amount.  It  appeared  that  the  enemy  a-fr.s  attempting  to  break  contact. 

181700H  May  Co  A  closed  into  the  designated  area  vie  YA730305  and 
proccoi-’od  clearing  a  sufficient  area  for  a  one  aircraft  PZ.  jit  1755  hours 
the  fii'st  clement  of  Co  a  was  lifted  to  Co  B(-)  wdth  the  last  of  Co  A  closing 
Co  B's  location  at  1915  hours.  At  1923  hours  Co  A  moved  west  in  an  attempt 
to  link  up  with  the  4th  platoon  of  Co  B.  Tfie  movement  utilized  illumination 
from  an  Idr  Force  flrcre  aircraft.  At  2245  hours  Co  A  stopped  moving  and  set 
up  its  night  location  vie  Yii713306,  having  made  negative  contact  \in.th  the 
4th  platoon  of  Co  B.  (it  was  later'  determined  that  Co  A  had  passed  100  meters 
south  of  the  4th  pl-atoon's  location.) 
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At-  I902.I9H  May  Co  B(-)  ruport-jt’  r','COivin^  OBtimatud  30  ro'uritls  of  rnortar 
■f-ira  from,  tho  north  a.t  a  rnngo  of  500-600  njotors.  jJLl  mortaja  rounds  landed 
outside  the  perimoter.  No  small  -arms  fire  was  rocoivud  during  the  night.  At 
O627H  on  the  19th  Co  B  roportec!  rocoiving  5  rounds  of  B40  rocket  fire  from 
the  north. 

At  19070 5H  May  Co  A  starl  ed  moving  north,  then  east  and  at  0620  hours 
linked  up  with  the  4th  platoon  of  Co  B. 


Co  C,l/8  Inf  was  relieved  of  mission  of  FSB  sudurity  at  1.90800H  May  and 
Co  ..,l/22nc;  Tnr  was  placed  under  OPCOK  I/8  Inf.  l/22nc’L  Inf  closed  1/8  Inf 
FSB  at  0940  hours  and  assumed  security  mission. 


et  0941  h-'urs  the  1st  element  of  Co  C{-)  was  lifted  from  the  fire 
:'iui  port  base  into  Cn  B's  location  with  the  Inst  lift  closing  at  1130  hours. 

The  3rc5  platoon  of  Co  C,  operating  with  the  ClOO^  lifted  from  vie  YA793292 

'■■t  1355  hours  closing  Co  D's  location  at  I9144OH  May. 

During  the  remainder  of  the  19th  all  throe  companies  swept  the  battle 
field  finding  rC  total  of  II9  KV,.  KIA  (BC).  At  1730  hours  Co  B  received  25  round 
of  82mirL  mortar  fire  from  vie  YA713313-  Artillery  and  airstrikes  were  employed 

and  the  mortar  fire  eeasci!.  nil  companies  closed  their  night  locations  by 

1700  hours.  Co  A  loc-ated  vie  Y;>718309  .-nd  Go  B  and  Co  C  vie  Yii722310. 

d.  Subsequent  i»ction:  20  May  to  24  M.ay  67: 

It  w-as  planned  that  von  20  K<ay  all  companies  would  sweep  west  with  Co  A 
and  Co  C  abroast  and  Co  B  trailing.  Upon  sweeping  west  to  the  ridg«  vie  YA71031 
they  would  then  turn  north  and  close  location  vie' YA715317.  Both  objectives 
would  have  an  artillery  prep  prior  to  the  movement  of  the  companies. 

At  2OO5I5H  Mny  Co  B  rcjjorted  receiving  15-20  rruncls  of  823nm  mortar  fire 
outside  tlv'  perimeter,  at  O73O  houi-s  aj  outpost  for  Co  C  vie  YA723310  .observed 
and  fired  on  3^1'/!  that  were  moving  north,  at  1005  hours  Co  B  received  10 
a.dditional  mortar  rounds  outside  the  perimeter.  j,t  1130  hours  all  units  were 
prepared  to  move  awaiting  the  artillery  prop. 

i,t  1159  hours  artillery  prep  comonced  vie  YA713315.  At  1233H  all  three 
companies  having  swept  the  first  objective  started  moving  north.  Co  C  located 
5  unexpended  82nini  mortar  fuzes  vie  YA713313  and  two  mortar  positions  vie 
YA7I53IO  al  ing  a  NW  to  SE  trail  that  had  been  recently  used.  At  14.53H  Co  C 
observed  and  fired  at  1  NVA  witJi  negative  results.  The  NVA  withdrew  to  the 
west.  At  I5IOH  Co  A  found  three  morta,r  positions  with  fifty  foxholes  in  a 
perimeter  vie  YA717318, 

i\t  TOloOOH  Co  i\,  Co  B,  and  Co  C  went  into  their  night  location  vie 
YA7I7317  and  ostftblished  one  largo  perimeter  200  meters  north  and  south  by 
250  meters  cast  and  west.  Co  B  was  on  the  south,  Co  a  on  the  west  and  north, 
and  Co  C  on  the  north  and  ea.st.  At  2C2020H  Co  A,  Co  B  and  Co  C  reported 
receiving  mortar  fire  from  th-';  southwest  and  NVA  attacking  from  the  southeast, 
south,  and  southwest,  ,.t  this  time  a  F,'.C,  nF  flare  ship,  and  ir.imediato  air 
strikes  were  requested.  iLrtiilcry  fire  was  omployod.  to  the  companies'  south  vie 
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/A715305  and  all  arowid  the  perijneter.  The  NVA  kept  pressing  tho  attack  until 
approximataly  2145  hours  at  which  time  the  companies  reported  onl^r  occasional 
mortar,  small  arms,  grenades,  and  B40  rocket  fire. 

The  .'tt.  ck  was  primarily  from  the  south.  It  was  initiated  bv'  a  mortar 
attack  ..’110  v\rhen  the  mortars  shifted  to  1-he  north  the  onemy  att.icked  from  the 
south.  The  NVA  .attacked  iis  three  sep.vrato  wa.ves  utilizing  grcn.''do3,  BA-0 
rockets,  machine  guns,  .'.nd  individual  w.iN"pons.  The  enemy  .soldiers  were,  ablo 
.at  times  to  advance  to  within  five  to  ten  meters  of  tho  comp.iny  defesive 
position. 

At  202247H  May  the  companies  repcirted  that  small  arms  fire  had  ce.asod, 
but  they  War.;  still  receiving  sporadic  mortar  rounds  and  B40  rockets.  Units 
v.f;timrtcd  that  a  tot.il  of  175  mortars  and  45  B40  rockets  h.ad  been  received  as 
of  2400  hours  in  addition  to  the  small  arms,  AVI  fire,  and  three  ground 
atta.cks. 

At  210011H  May  Co  B  reported',  he.uring  voices  o  1  the  hill  to  their  south 
vie  YA7123IO  ."’.nci  artillery  v/.as  fired  into  the  area.  At  210114H  tho  first 
IS  IdL',  was  o'vacuated  utilizing  a  hoist.  At  210347H  Co  B  reported  recei’ving 
gr.jn;id..s  that  were  being  thrown  into  the  perimetor  every  t’wo  or  three, 
rdnutos.  Units  still  reported  herring  voices  to  their  front  in  .all  directions, 
Co  E  received  an  estimated  35-40  grenades.  At  210435H  Co  B  reported  movement  to 
the  south  and  artillery  was  fired  into  the  area.  At  21060CH  the  Air  Force 
.flare  ship  was  released.  ..t  210600?]  Co  B  repiortod  movement  to  tho  south  and 
r-rtillery  was  fired  Into  the  area. 
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At  2IO7OOH  the  companies  started  sweeping  the  perimeter  in  all  directions. 
At  2IO7I8H  Co  B  reported  finding  tv.r,  armed  UVa  IQl.'s  <and.  v/as  trying  to  take 
them  pirisoner.  At  210745H  the  companies  re;  erted  receiving  mortar  fire  from 
Vic  YA702304.  j..rtillery  was  directed  into  the  .area  and  the  mort.ar  fire  ceeeed. 
By  2IO945H  all  comp.anies  r.jported  that  all  fire  hi.'d  ce.’^sed.  ana  they  were  again 
sweeping  tho  perimeter  out  to  5OO  meters.  At  0927  hours  Co  B  reporte'"’  th.at 
it  had  c.apture''  the  tv.'o  v/ounded  but  one  had  died  of  wounds.  The  other  was 
evacuated  .at  09.45  hours  to  Brigade  Headquarters,  iit  IOI5  hours  the  Ued.evcc 
a.ircr.a.ft  reporter'  receiving  small  a.rms  fire  vie  YA 716320.  ..rtillery  w.as  fired 
into  the  ,-,rea  with  uni.uiown  results. 

The  '.iccision  ws  made  to  .again  rein.force  the  b.attalion  forw.''.rd  .area.  All 
personnel,  net  absolutely  essential,  \«;ere  drawn  from  the  base  Cccmp  and  trains 
area  an.  sent  fonoarcl.  i.t  211305H  two  engineer  squads  from  Co  A,  4th  ji.ngrs 
were  Gent  to  the  for’w.ard  <ar.a  to  start  cletcring  a  suitable  two-aircr,?.ft  LZ, 
During  tho  remainder  of  the  cl.’y  all  companies  wer.e  resupplio'’  with  ammunition, 
r.''ti'.:)ns,  w;-.tor,  and.  Dorsonnel.  Tho  comj'.anios  swept  the  ar.j.a  in  all  direct:.ons 
finding  several  we.''pons  .and  evidence  th''.t  m;;tiy  iMV'j.  had  been  dillecl.  The  units 
.also  founu  coj.mr  wi.re  and  small  trails  that  h.ad  been  cut  to  \in.thi.n  15-20 
motors  of  th...  perimeter.  At  1450K  a  Bn  TACCP  was  set  up  in  the  forw’ard  area 
for  great.jj-  control  and  increased,  conmunica.tions. 

Aircr."ft  th.at  vjent  in  .and  out  of  tho  forv/ard  area  all  day  periodically 
reported  rv.coiving  .smll  r  rms  .'-.nd  fJ//  fire  300-1500  meters  to  the  west  and 
northwest  o.f  tho  f  .-.rv.r.rd  loca.ti  n.  The  battalion  employed,  heavy  denial  fires 
arnund  the  company  positions  during  the  night. 
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■  On  the  morning  of  the  22nd  Co  iv  found  a  recently  used,  high  speed  trail 
vie  YA715316  running  north  to  south,  Tho  luiit  also  observed  2  NVA  running 
north  on  a  trail  and  fired  at  them  >rith  negative  results.  The  units  conducted 
saturation  patrollirig  during  the  reminder  of  the  day  finding  one  mortar 
position  vie  YA713313,  a  well  used  trail  running  east  to  west  vie  YA7II316, 
several  fresh  graves,  assorted  equipment,  and  some  documents. 

lit  2II53OH  all  patrols  closed  back  into  the  porimetor:  OP's  were  sent  out 
and  preparations  were  continued  until  dark  on  the  LZ,  perimeter .fortifications, 
and  protective  bvinkers.  During  the  night  of  the  22nd  the  LP's  periodically 
reported  seeing  lights  to  the  west,  and  hearing  movement  all  around  them. 

The  companies  again  searched-  in  .''ll  lii'  ctione  from  th  ir  position  on 
th-^  23rd..  It  v/as  planned  to  move  the  battalion  back  to  Jackson  Hole  on  tho 
morning  of  the  24th  and  to  move  Co  B  and  Co  C,  3/£  Inf  into  the  forward 
area.  At  231615H  an  Army  and  an  jF  aircraft  received  /iK-47  fire  from  vie 
YA  666290.  Gunships  and  AF  aircraft  were  employed  and  the  fire  ceased. 

There  wa.s  negative  contact  the  remainder  of  the  dry  ard  on  the  24th  Co  B 
and  Co  C,  3/8  Inf  replaced  I/8  Inf.  Some  of  the  aircraft  received-  small 
arms  fire  damaging  two  aircraft.  Artillery  and  airstrikes  were  called 
and  the  fire  ceased. 

Searching  of  tho  battle  area  arovirid  the  companies’  perimeter  on  21, 

22,  and  23  May  resulted  in  a  body  count  of  38  NVA  Klrl, 

12.  (C)  Results; 

a.  EN  Losses: 

(1)  18  May:  119  NVA  KlA  (BC),  3  AK-47s,  1  SK3,  1  B40 
rocket  launcher,  and  6  Chicom  grenades, 

(2)  20  May:  38  NVA  KIA  (BC),  1  NV..C(WL'0,  3  RPD,  4'-vK-47s, 

31  Chicom  grenades,  1  B40  rocket  lauiicher,  20  AK-47  magazines  and  ammo, 

10  RPD  magazines,  7  web  bolts,  11  entrenching  tools,  and  22  82mm  mortar  rounds, 

b,  US  Losses: 

(1)  18  May:  29  KIA,  31  WIA,  1  MIA,  28  M16  rifles,  1  M60  MG, 

1  PRC  25  radio. 

(2)  20  May:  I6  KIA,  65  WIA,  0  MK. 

13.  (C)  Administrative  Matters; 

a.  Supply:  Resupply  was  initiated  on  the  I8th  and  was  .limited 
to  4  cases  of  smoke,  6  cases  of  5.56,  2  cases  of  7-62  link,  -Xid  200  gallons 
of  water,  19  Ma;/  was  nor-mal  resupply  day.  Resupply  on  21  May  consisted  of 
18  cases  of  smoke,  10  cases  of  grenades,  10  cssos  of  7.62  link,  10  cases  of 
5.56,  10  cases  of  bangalore  toriedos,  10  cases  of  claymore  mines,  8,000 
sand  bags,  200  gallons  of  water,  4  chain  saws,  20  ’D’  handle  shovels,  15 
axes,  16  cases  of  trip  flares,  12  cases  of  Iv’.nd  flares,  and  4  cases  of  40nnn 
ammunition,  this  equipment  was  delivered  by  HUID  helicopters. 
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All  combat  trooj  carried  3  times  the  b9.sic  load  of  amiaunition.  Weapons 
carried  were  the  h-lC  MI48A,  and  the  M60  MG. 

b.  N/A 

c.  Initial  treatment  of  injured  was  conducted  by  organic  medics. 

On  18  May  all  IJIa  were  evacuated  by  helicopter  by  1900  hours  with  the 
exception  of  the  WlA  with  the  /(.th  platoon  of  Co  B,  Evacuation  from  the  action 
on  the  night  of  20  May  was  hampered  by  low  ceiling  and  malfunction  of  the 
hoist  on  one  of  the  medevac  aircraft.  Further  evacuation  started  at  210114 
hours  and  was  completed  at  211130H  May, 

d.  Transportation:  N/A 

e.  Connnunications;  Gommo  was  maintained  wi-tli  the  companies 
with  organic  equipment  during  the  contact  on  18  May  (292  mast  head  and 
lead  wire  attached  to  PRC  25  at  company  level).  During  the  contact  on 
the  20th  communications  were  supplemented  by  the  command  and  control, 
aircraft,  Comunications  were  continuous  throughout  the  actions  with 
the  exception  of  the  loss  of  communication  with  the  4th  platoon,  Co  B, 

(See  Execution) , 

f .  I'ledical  Evaluation:  Of  all  the  US  MIA  only  six  were  considered 
serious.  Twenty  p-^rsonnel  were  returned  to  duty  and  the  remainder  vrero 
evacuated  to  higher  medical  facilities. 


14.  (G)  Special  Equipment:  Wone 

15.  (C)  Comraandor ' s  analysis:  There  were  no  Civil  Affairs  in  the  contae. 
area  due  to  the  lack  of  civilian  population.  From-  the  18th  to  the  24th  ten 
leaflet  drops  consisting  of  556,000  leaflets  and  eight  tape  missions  with  a 
total  of  eight  and  one-half  hours  of  playing  time  were  flown  over  tho  contact 
area, 

16.  (C)  Reconim,andation: 


a.  Problem  .irea;  Ability  to  identify  targets  for  air  support  and 
to  provide  continuous  artillery  coverage  while  aircraft  are  on  target, 

(1)  Recommendation:  Units  should  bo  issued  additional  40™ 
star  clusters  or  some  equally  suitable  pyrotechnic  for  use  in  marking  friendly 
loca.tions,  both  during  the  day  .'ind  tho  night. 

17.  (C)  Lessons  Learned:  It  is  felt  that  there  were  no  new  Lessons 

Learned  from  these  conta.cts,  merely  reinforcements  of  old  Lessons  Lcarnod. 
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SUBJjJCT:  Combnt  Aftor  uction  Report  for  22  Mny  67 


TO:  ConHnnnding  Officer 

1st  Bde,  4th  Inf  Div 
APO  US  Forces  96265 


1.  Wfime  of  Operation:  Francis  Marion 

2.  Date  of  Operation:  220700H  May  67  -221530H  liay  67 

3.  Location: 

a,  3rd  Bn,  12th  Inf  CP  -  YA758386 

b,  A  3/12  -  YA732346 

c.  B  3/12  -  YA732346 

d.  C  3/12  ~  YA758386 

4.  Command  <?.nd  Control  ^‘oadquarters :  Hq,  3rd  Bn,  12th  Inf 

5.  Reporting  Officer;  LTC  John  P,  Vollmer 

6.  Task  Organization: 

Hq,  3rd  Bn,  12th  Inf 

Company  A,  3rd  Bn,  12th  Inf 
Company  B,  3rd  Bii,  12th  Inf 
Company  C,  3rd  Bn,  12th  Inf 

7.  Supporting  Forces; 

a.  Battery  B,  6th  Bn,  29th  Artillery 

b.  Battery  A,  6th  Bn>  14th  i.rtillery 

c.  Battery  B,  6th  Bn,  14th  Artillery 
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SUBJECT;  Combat  Aft^r  Action  Report  for  22  May  67 


d.  Battery  E,  5th  Bn,  I6th  Artillery 

e.  Battery  C,  5th  Bn,  I6t,h  Artillory 

f.  US..F,  Tactical  Air  Strikes 

B,  Intelligence:  The  1st  Bn,  8th  Inf,  was  attacked  on  18  liay  by  an 
estimated  NVA  battalion  while  conducting  S&D  operations  5000  meters  south 
of  the  3rd  Bn  12th  Inf. 

9.  Mission:  The  3rd  Bn,  I2th  Inf  was  to  move  south  with  two 
companies  and  link  up  with  the  maneuver  companies  of  the  Ist  Bn,  8th  Inf. 

10,  Background: 

a.  On  21  May,  A  3/l2  had  moved  south  along  high  ground  from 

Vic  YA728373*  '■^he  company  closed  into  a  night  location  with  B  3/12 

at  YA732346. 

b.  On  21  May,  B  3A2  had  moved  southeast  from  vie  Ya728373  to 
valley  running  north  -  south  vie  YA735363j  thon  moved  south  along  valley. 
The  company  closed  into  its  night  location,  prepared  positions  and  waited 
for  A  3/12  to  arrive.. 

c.  C  3/12  was  securing  the  Bn  FSB, 

11,  Execution: 

a.  At  220700  A&B  cor.ip;'.hii,s  were  preparing  to  depart 
their  combined  night  defense  location  at  Yii732346.  Both  companies 
reported  all  quiet  at  220705  May. 

b.  At  220710  May,  the  defensive  perimeter  began  receiving  mortar 
fire.  The  nximber  of  mortars  firing  could  not  be  determined.  Immediate 
air  support  was  requests  i  in  addition  to  all  available  artillery, 

c.  At  220723  May,  the  companies  began  receiving  small  arms  fire 
from  the  west  and  southwest.  Mortar  fire  became  heavier  and  more 
accurate.  The  enemy  force  was  estimated  to  be  at  least  one  company.  B 
Company  reported  henv  attack  from  the  west  and  fired  defensive • 
concentrations.  The  attack  let  up  some  at  this  time.  Both  companies 
reported  still  receiving  mortar  fire  and  rockets*  Enemy  personnel  were 
seen  around  the  perimeter  but  no  concentrated  effort  v.'as  mads  to  overrun 
the  position. 
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SUBJECT:  Combat  Action  Rjsport  for  22  May  67 


d.  At  220815,  both  companies  wore  still  receiving  heavy  fire 
from  both  mortars  and  small  arms.  EAiemy  personnel  used  the  cover  of 
this  fire  to  move  close  to  the  perimeter.  A  Company  received  grenades 

and  concontrated  small  arms  fire  from  the  west.  As  the  attack  intensified, 
troops  from  the  east  side  of  the  perimeter  wore  shifted  to  the  west.  This 
enabled  the  dofijineto  stop  the  enemy  before  n  penetration  was  made. 

e.  By  220900  May,  both  companies  reported  being  low  on  ammunition 
and  requested  its  resupply  by  air  drop.  Mortar  and  small  arms  fire  were 
being  received  continuously. 

f.  Air  Force  fighters  arrived  over  the  area  at  220924..  Artillery 
fire  was  shifted  to  the  oast  of  the  defensive  periniet'^r  and  air  strikes 
were  run  on  the  west,  southwest,  and  northwest.  This  was  followed  quickly 
by  gunships  firing  close  to  the  perimeter.  Upon  completion  of  gunship 
attack,  artillery  fire  was  brought  back  around  the  perimeter. 

g.  At  221017  May,  helicopters  delivered  two  loads  of  ammunition 
into  the  perimeter.  The  perimeter  still  received  mortar  and  small  arms 
fire  but  the  attack  appeared  to  be  letting  up.  Sporadic  fire  was 
received  from  the  southeast.  By  221050  May  all  firing  had  censed. 

h.  Artillery  and  air  strikes  continued  to  be  placed  around  the 
perimeter  to  block  withdrawal  routes  from  the  battle  area.  At  221115  May, 
medical  evacuation  of  wounded  began.  Both  A  &  B  companies  prepared  to 
secure  the  LZ  for  ovacuation  of  wounded  and  equipment. 

i.  A  Company  with  one  platoon  from  B  Company  began  to  search  the 
battle  fisld  at  221250  J-'^ay.  B  Company  remained  in  tho  perimeter  to 
sociu'e  the  LZ  for  evracur.tion  of  wounded  and  equipment. 

j.  At  221300  Kay,  A  Company,  3rd  Bn,  8th  Inf  arrived  at  the  firo 
support  base  and  assuiaed  defense  of  perimeter. 

k.  C  Company,  3rd  Bn,  12Lh  Tni  began  moving  by  helicopter  from 
the  fire  support  base  to  reinforce  A  laid  B  Companies  at  221434  ^"Ky.  C 
Company  was  directed  to  move  to  vie  YA719348  to  prepare  night  defensive 
positions  for  all  three  companies.  A  and  B  Companies  continued  to  search 
the  battle  field. 

1.  By  22153*9  all  companies  ceased  detailed  s^jarch  of  the 
battle  area  and  began  moving  to  their  night  defensive;  positions.  Plans 
were  made  to  continue  tho  search  on  the  next  day. 
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SUBJECT;  Comb.^t  Aftor  Action  Report  for  22  I^iy  6? 

12<  Results: 

'1,  Interrogstion  oT  n  PO^f  enptured  during  the  sosrch  indicated 
A  and  B  companies  were  attacked  by  a  reinforced  NViv  battalion. 

b.  A  search  of  the  battle  area  by  A,  B  and  C  Companies  discovered 
the  following : 

(1)  79  NV/i  -  KIA  (BC) 

(2)  4  NVA  -  Wu  (POW) 

(3)  toemy  Weapons  and  Equipment: 

10  /kK47 

8  SKS  Rifles 
2  RPD  Light  I4a  chine  Gun 
26  60mm  Mortar  rounds 
32  Chicom  grenades 

Miscellaneous  web  gear,  helmets,  uniforms,  conteons  and 

medical  supplies. 

c.  Friendly  cns\;ialtieo  were: 

.1  3/12  -  2  KIA,  33  WIA  . 

B  3/12  -  8  KLi,  36  WL7 
Hq  Co  3/12  -  8  WIA  .  . 

d.  It  is  felt  that  more  enemy  Kin  and  weapons  would  have  been 
found  if  the  truce  for  Buddhds  Birthday  had  not  forced  a  cessation  of 
artillery  fire  at  222400  May. 
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SUB,TSCT;  Combat  After-Aotlon  Report  for  24  Kay  196? 

TO;  Commanding  Offiaer 

l3t  Brigade,  4th  Infantry  Division 
APO  US  Foroea  96265 

1,  (U)  Name  of  Operation:  Francis  Marion  ; 

2,  (U)  Date  of  Operation:  2416^H  I-fay  6?  -  241752H  May  67 

3,  (U)  Locations: 

a.  3d  3n,  12th  Inf ,  CP  -  YA  756336  ' 

b.  Company  A,  3/l2th  Inf  -  YA  758366 

0.  Company  B,  3/l2th  Inf  -  YA  739346 

.d,'  Cbmpany  C,  3/l.2th  liif  -  YA  734344: 

4,  (U)  Command  and  Control  Readqueorters :  HQ,  3d  Bn,  12th  Ihf 

5,  (c)'  Reporting  Officer:  LTC  John  P.  Vollmer  . 

6,  (C.)  Task  Organization: 

•HQ,  3d  Bn,  ,12th  Inf 

Company  A,  3d  Bn,  12th  Inf 
■  •'  Company  B,  3d  Bn,  12th  Inf 

Corapat^y  C,  3d  .Bn,  12th  Inf- 

7,  Supporting  Forces: 

a.  Battery  B,  6th  fti,  29th  Artillery 

b.  Battery  C,  6th  Bn,  29th  Artillery 

1  ,  .  , 
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SUBJECT!  Combat  ,\fter  Action  Itepcrt  for  24  May  19^7 

0,  Battery  A,  5th  Bn,  l6th  Artillery 

d.  Battery  E,  5th  Bn,  I6th  Artillery 

e.  Battery  C,  let  3n,  92d  Artillery 

f.  Battery  A,  6th  Bn,  14th  ^Vrtillery 

g.  Battery  B,  6th  Bn,  14th  Jlrtlllery 

h»  Battery  G,  5th  Bn,  l6th  'Irtillery 

1»  USAP,  Tactical  Air  Strikes 

8.  (C)  Intelligence!  Elements  of  the  32ii  EVA  Regiment  and  the,  66th  NVA 

Regiment  were  known  to  be  operating  in  the  Chu  Goungot  Mountain  jVrea,  On  22 
Mhy  67,  A  3/l2th  and  B  3/'t2th  were  attacked  by  the  7th  Bn,  66th  NVA  Regiment 
at  YA  759346. 

9«  (c)  Mlnalon:  The  3d  Bn,  12th  Inf  was  to  conduct  search  and  destroy 

operations  with  two  companies  while  moving  East  along  the  northern  lower 
slopes  of  Chu  Goungot  Mountain. 

10,  (c)  Background! 

a.  A  3/l2th  was  airlifted  at  24155^0H  May  67  from  piok-up  zone 
located  at  YA  732345  to  the  3/l2th  PSB  located  at  YA  756386. 

b.  3  3/1 2th  had  moved  from  its  niglit  location  located  at  YA 
728348  to  the  new  defensive  location  located  at  YA  739546.  The  company  was 
preparing  positions,  clearing  fields  of  fire  and  awaiting  arrival  of  C  3/l2th. 

c.  G  Vl2th  had  secured  the  piok-up  zcme  located  at  YA  752545 
during  the  extracticn  of  A  5/'i2th.  Upon  Completion  of  lift,  at  2415^5H  I&y 
67,  the  company  began  moving  to  join  3  3/l2th  .at  YA  759346, 

11,  (C)  Execution: 

a.  At  241600H  May  67,  B  3/l2th  reported  receiving  02inm  mortar 
fire.  The  enemy  mortars  were  believed  to  be  approximately  10^0  meters  from 
the  company  on  an  azimuth  of  340  degrees.  The  firing  ceased  at  241604H  May  67 
as  artillery  fire  was  placed  on  the  suspected  locations. 
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i'r  Combat  After  Aotion  Report  for  24  Hay  19^7 

b.  At  241613H  Hay  67»  the  compai  y  perimeter  was  attacked  from 
the  North*  Northeast,  and  Northwest.  The  company  received  heavy  small  arms 
fire  from  these  direotiona.  The  enemy  force  was  estimated  to  be  approximately 
100  men.  NVA  were  observed  within  25.  meters  of  the  perimeter. 

c.  Company  C  3/l2th  located  at  TA  734544,  w.aa  instructed  to 
move  with  deliberate  speed  to  join  B  5/l2th.  C  5/'l2th  began  moving  at  241613H 
May  67  to  close  with  B  ■^/'•2th  from  the  Southwest. 

d.  At  241619H  May  67,  mortar  fire  again  started  to  fall  within 
the  perimeter.  Small  arms  fire  was  continuous  from  the  North,  Northeast  and 
Northwest.  In  addition,  sniper  fire  wa;;  received  from  the  East  and  Southeast. 
Artillery  fire  was  placed  around  the  perimeter  on  all  sides  except  the  south¬ 
west. 


e,  Gunahlps  arrived  over  the  area  at  241635H  May  67.  They 
were  directed  to  swoop  North  and  South  along  the  high  ground  V/est  of  the 
Company  location.  A  forward  air  controller  arrived  shortly  thereafter  and 
was  instructed  to  strike  the  ridge  line  vie  of  YA  752546  making  all  runs  from 
Northwest  to  Southeast, 

f.  At  241 641 H  May  67,  the  lead  elements  of  C  3/l2th  linked  up 

with  3  3/1 2th.  Gpt  Hamer,  commander  of  B  3/l2th  was  placed  in  command  of  all 
elements  on  the  ground.  As  C  3/l2th  platoons  closed  they  were  olaced  on  the 
South  portion  of  the  perimeter.  The  last  element  closed  into  the  perimeter 
at  24172411  May  67.  Both  companies  received  heavy  small  arms  fire  from  the 
North,  and  Northwest.  Immediately  upon  closure  of  'C  3/l2th  the  North¬ 

west,.  West  and  Southwest  sides  of  the  perimeter  were. sealed  off  by  air  strikes, 

gf.  There- was  a  noticeable  drop  in  the  amount  of  small  arms 
fire  being  received  at  24175811  May  6$.  After  this  only  sporadic 'rifle  fire, 
was  received.  At  241752H  all- firing  ceased  as  the  enenfl'  withdrew  from  the  . 
battle  area.  The  battalion  commander  made  the  decision  to  pursue  the  enemy 
by  fire  only  as  3  3/l2th  was  drastically  understrength,  both  companies  were 
short  bn  amnainitlon  and  it  v/as  very  late  in  the  day, 

h.  Resupply  hel'ioopters  made  air  drops  of  ammunition  and 
medical  supplies  at  241756H  May  67.  .  . 

12.  (C)  Results! 

a.  37  KVA  KIA  (BC)  , 

b.  1  NVA  vriA  •Gairt\ired, 
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SUBJECT:  Combat  Mter  'Lotion  Report  for  24  Jfay  196? 


c.  Enemy  Weapons i 

( 1 )  Individual  Weapons : 


(a)  5-AK-47 

.(b)  3  -  SKS  Rifles 

(2)  Crew-served  Weapons:  2  3-40  Rocket  Launchers 


d.  Friendly  Losses: 


(1 )  3  5/l2th 

(a)  3  KIA 

(b)  14  WLA 

(2)  C-5/l2th 


(a)  1  KIA 

(b)  3  WLL 


13*  (C)  Commander 'a  Analysis;  3  Company,  5/1 2th  Inf  had  been  ordered 

to  organize  the  position  for  two  companies  and  preparation  of  the  position 
had  already  begun  when  the  eneiny  attack  began.  This  early  organization  of 
the  ground  facilitated  the  reinforcement  of  the  position  by  C  5/'' 2th, 

B-3/l2th  was  considerably  under  strength  from  actions  completed  2  days  be¬ 
fore,  That  they  withstood  the  enemy  attack  until  reinforced  in  large  part 
can  be  attributed  to  three  additional  factors}  one,  the  company  was  well  led 
to  include  NCO's}  two,  the  fire  rower  of  the  M16  rifle  provided  a  significant 
advantage  ove.r  individual  enemy  weapons  power  and  finally,  the  terrain  select¬ 
ed  for  a  nigirit  position  though  in  the  jungle  still  commanded  the  area  around 
it.  For  example,  discussion  with  defenders  of  the  hill  revealed  that  the 
enemy  had  difficulty  throwing  grenades  up  on  to  the  B  5/l2th  position  and  the 
climb  slowed  him  .and  increased  his  vulnerability  to  small  arms  fire.  This 
experience  supoorts  the  assertion  that  even  in  the  jungle,  terrain  is  still 
important. 


As  the  fight  matured  artillery  was  adjusted  to  within  50  meters  of  the 
defensive  perimeter  and  the  radial  area  away  from  the  battle  point  also  was 
raked  and  pounded  with  artillery  fire  throughout  the  fight. 
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SUBJECT:  Combat  !ifter  Action  Report  for  24  May  1967 


One  air  strike  technique  was  used  which  may  be  worthy  of  note.  It  was 
used  two  days  prior  and  believed  to  have  favorably  .'iffeoted  the  outcome  of 
both  battles.  It  consisted  of  splashln^^  napalm  on  the  high  ground  nearest 
the  battle  point  so  that  it  would  bo  visible  to  the  eneiny.  Defenders  in  both 
battles  relate  that  a  permanent  reduction  in  enerqy  fires  was  coincident  with 
the  napalm  demonstration* 
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HEaDQUaHTERS  3D  BAtrmOM  gTH  INF.iNTRY 
APO  San  Francisco  96265 

AVDDA-EliAD  ,  U  -luns  1 967 

SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  After  Actions  Report  (RG3:  iUCV  J-3132) 


THRU  Commanding  Officer 
1st  Bde,  4th  Inf  Div 
ATTI'l:  aVDJA-BRC 
^d’O  San  Francisco  96265 


TO:  Commanding  General 

4th  Infantry  Division 

ATTW:  aVijDH-CG 

JiPO  San  Francisco  96262 


1, (c)  Najne  or  identity  and/or  type  of  operation:  FRaMClS  I'uJllON 
(DUG  CO  III):  Search  and  Destroy  Operation. 

2,  (c)  Dates  of  Operation;  260720  May  1967  -  261800  May  1967. 

3, (c)  Location:  PLEI  DOC  (YA  739311  and  YA  738314). 

4,  (c)  Command  Headquarters;  Headquarters,  3d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry, 

5, (c)  Reporting  Officers:  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lynch,  3d  Battalion 
8th  Infantry,  Caauandor. 

6, (c}  Task  Organization: 

3/S  Inf:  A  3/8  Inf 
B  3/8  Inf 
C  3/8  Inf 

G  6/29  ^vrty  (105)  (DS) 

A  5/16  ili’ty  (155SP)  (Reinforcing) 

7, (c)  Supporting  forces: 


a.  C/6/29  (DS)  provided  close  in  and  blocking  fires,  firing 


a  total  of  410  rounds  in  support  of  the  operation. 

b.  A/ 5/1 6  (Reinforcing  6/29)  provided  close-in  and  blocking 
fires,  firing  a  total  of  6O9  rounds  in  support  of  the  operation. 

c.  B/5/16  (General  Support  Reinforcing  4/42)  provided 
blocking  fires,  firing  a  total  of  198  rounds  in  support  of  the  operation. 

,  d,  C/5/16  (GSR  4/42)  provided  blocking  firee  and  fired  210 
rounds  in  support  of  the  operatjon. 

o-  D/5/16  (<^«)  provided  blocking  fires  and  fired  316  rounds 
in  support  of  the  operation, 

f,  C/1/92  (GSR  6/29)  provided  hlooking  fires  and  fired  a  total 
of  243  rounds  in  nupport  of  tlic  oper^itlun,  ,  po^raded  at  3  Year  Interva. 
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g,  B/6/29  3ly<^}  fired  blocking  firt  s  and  fired  a  total  <• 

94  rounds  in  support  of  the  operation. 

h,  a/6/14  'i75/J>")  provided  blocking’  fires  and  fired  33 

rounds  in  support  of  the  operation, 

i.  B/6/14  tio  175/8")  provided  blocking  fires  and  fired  33 
rounds  in  support  of  the  operation. 

j.  Artillerj,’-  fires  ivore  effective  as  blocking  and  harrassing 

fires. 


k.  Air:  One  i.iunediate  request  for  air  support  was  forwarded 
tlu-ough  the  FaG  to  the  Air  Force,  lliere  were  a  total  of  two  alii  sorties 
flown  and  both  vverc  directed  at  a  suspected  irort;i.r  position  at  coordinates 
Ya  727321 .  llesults  of  the  strike  are  unknoim. 

l.  Go  ‘iriny  Aviation:  A  total  of  10  gunship  sorties  were 
flown  during  the  contact.  Six  sorties  were  used  as  an  aircap  in  security- 
roles  and  four  sorties  were  utilized  in  direct  support  of  ground  forces 

as  close-in  support,  Gunships  iverc  requested  through  Brigade  Headquarters 
and  arrived  on  station  23  minutos  after  initial  request  was  suhnitted. 
Continual  support  was  requested  ai'id  received  until  gunships  were  releasod 

at  261535  May  1967. 


8,(g)  Intelligence:  The  terrain  in  the  contact  area  is  primarily 
single  canopy  on  top  of  ridges  and  double  canopy  in  the  draws  aiid  sides 
of  ridges.  Beneath  the  canopy  it  is  generally  open  with  scattered  brush 
and  trees  throughout  the  area.  The  brush  becomes  less  dense  the  further 
up  it  is  on  the  ridge.  Op  the  low  ground,  the  undergrowth  is  very  heav;/ 
and  thick,  with  overhead  leaves  and  vines.  Trees  are  100  to  150  fe.et  tall, 
12  to  30  inches  in  diameter.  Scattered  throughout  the  area  are  niunerouu 
■smaller  tries.  Fields  of  fire  and  observation  cd'e  liu'died  and  restricted 
to  50  meters  at  the  maximum. 

Weather  at  the  time  of  contact  v/as  hot  and  hicmid.  The-  area  was 
heavily  overcast  and  ground  visibility  severely  limited  by  fog.  There  had 
been  a  heavy  rain  prior  to  the  contact  and  a  light  rain  fell  twice  during 
the  contact. 

The  enemy  was  ostixiatod  to  be  possible  elements  of  the  32nd  NVA 
Regiment  which  made  previous  contact  with  the  let  Bn^Sth  Inf.  The 
enemy  unit  that  was  contacted  was  the  6th  i.tn  320th  or  32nd  NVA  Regiment 
with  a  total  strength  between  300  and  500  personnel.  The  entire  bai.t.vlion 
participated  in  the  action. 

Duriiig  the  contact  the  enemy  launched  six  ground  attacks  iji  an  attemr 
to  overrun  B  and  C  Co“ipanie3,  Some  of  these  attacks  were  characterized  b;^. 
enemy  armed  only  mth  hand  grenades.  Snipers  in  trees  were  emplojdng  the 
B-40  rocket  launcher  as  an  anti-porsonnel  weapon  with  good  results  and  82i!m 
mortars  was  employed  in  its  conventional  role  with  minimal  effectiveness 
because  of  the  closeness  of  contact  and  geography  of  the  contact  area,  Som-' 
of  the  enemy  ground  attacks  were  repelled  with  hand  to  hand  combat. 

11:16  morale  find  discipline  of  the  NVA  was  considered  high  because  they 
probably  believed  our  troops  to  be  the  understrength  companies  of  the  l/S 
Inf.  They  appeared  to  he  well  coordinated  and  disciplined,  and  well  armed. 

A  variety  of  uniforms  was  noticed  including":  complete  khaki  uniformj  some 
khaki  trousers  and  grey  shirts;  some  khald.  shorts;  some  black  PJ's;'  some 
1-chnki  shirts  vri.t-h  black  trousers-  -'ind  sone  khalci  trousers  with  no  shirt  and 
red  headgear.. 

Enemy  losses  in  addition  to  96  NVn  (BC)  are  estijiiated  at  75-100  enemy 
KIA.  It  is  estimated  that  100  additional  personnel  wore  wounded  in  the 
contact.  .  A  total  of  275  -  300  were  wounded  or  killed  in  the  6th  Bn  32nd 
Regiment  decreasing  its  combat  strength  by  60  percent. 

f*  ay,  J 
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9.(c)  Hiesion:  3/8  J-nf  to  establish  FSB  inc  coord  YA  82/^395  and  to 
conduct  dearch  and  destroy  operation  in  assigned  to  locate  and  destroy 
enemy  forces  and  installations, 

10. <c)  Coiiccft  of  Operations:  3/8  Inf  established  FSB  at  824395 
on  24  May  1967.  Companies  B  and  G  airlifted  into  1/8  Inf  FSB  coord  Ya 
789237  and  further  airlifte.l  from  I/8  Inf  FSB  to  Ya  824395  and  began 
Search  and  Destroy  Operations  to  the  east,  northeast,  moving  by  bounds 
from  one  prominent  terrain  feature  to  the  next..  Go  A  provided  FSB  security, 

11. (c)  Execution: 

a.  E'/ents  pi’ior  to  the  contact  .starting  251  ?5G  May  IQ/?, 

251750  Kay;  Instructions  for  26  Hay  v/ero  issued  to  B  and 
L.  C';i.ipaji  ■  ^ '3,  instruct:  ms  wi  re  for  Company  C  to  move  from  night  location 
vicinity  coordinate's  7A  734308  and  to  close  on  B  Cimapany  night  location 
vicinity  e.  .ordinates  Ya  738314;  B  Company  to  conduct  local  patrol]. ing  with 
platoon  sj.ze  eloiiients. 

252230  -  26O23O  May:  Company  C  reported  hearing  a 
total  ox'  1 7  mortPr  rounds  leaving  mortar  -fcti'ucs,  howevor,  the  roiuid.ij  wore  not. 
heard  detonJ'ting.  Rounds  souridp^  as  if  they  -were  being  firod  from  the  north 
of  (Jcii:pany  C'.s  location  Ya  735311, 

b.  jictiono  w!iich  took  place  on  the  day  of  contact:  . 

.',tU720  i.ay:  Corapany  C  departed  night  location  moving  to 
the  vortbvxest  toward  B  Company's  location  (See  sketch). 

260745  I'iay:  P-atrols  departed  from  B  Company  in  the 
rollovxing  dir  ctions:  Ist  Platoon  northwest;  3d  Platoon  south;  4th  Platoon 
sout.hwost.  ’i'he  Coxipany  Commander  of  B  Company  left  his  2d  Platoon  at  the 
Company's  night  location  to  secure  the  liigh  ground. 

260855  Kay:  Company  C  reported  that  it  was  receiving 
sporadic  sniper  fire  from  the  trees.  Ihe  company,  at  tliis  tine  was  in  a 
diamond  forraation  with  elements  in  the  following  order:  2d  Platoon  leading; 
3d  Pltaoon  on  the  west  flank;  4th  Platoon  on  the  east  and  the  CP  centered 
vdth  1st  Platoon  trailing.  The  Company  Comander,  Captain  Powers  was  killed 
in  the  initial  action  and  Lieutenant  Johnson  assumed  comr'iand, 

26O905  Kay:  Company  C  reported  heay}'  sniper  fire  in 
the  area  of  its  1st  and  3rd  Platoons.- .  It  simultaneously  received  a  heavy 
ground  attack  from  thx:  west  and  southvjest  against  the  1st  and  3d  Platoon 
oliwiients,  Th  Company  Commander  then  laaneuvered  the  2d  and  4th  Platoons  tc 
the  high  ground  (location  of  CP  on  sketch)  to  close  the  company  perimeter 
on  the  north  -and  northeastern  side,  VJhilc  the  2d  and  4th  Ilatccjss  were 
tightening  the  company  perimeter 'on  the  north  and  northeastern  side  a  second-, 
ground  attack  was  launched  against  that  portion  of  the  peri]?ieter  being 
retained  by  the  lot  and  3d  Platoons  on  tlio  south  and  southeastern  sides.  At 
fchia  tdiv.ij  tho  B  Coir.pa.njr  Commander  was  directed  to  move  his  company  (less  the 
second  Platoon  which  was  to  clear  a  landing  zone  at  the  night  location)  to 
to  link  up  with  C  Company;  he  accomplished  this  by  moving  the  Ist  Platoon 
southwest  along  the  side  of  the  ridge,  the  3d  Platoon  west  along  the  side 
of  the  ridge  and  the  4th  Platoon  southwest  along  the  top  erf  the  ridge 
(epn currently  impro'ving  the  existing  trail) . 

26O915  May:  Company  C  repelled  the  second  ground  attack 
and  further  tightened  the  peritieter  around  its  CP  locatii  n.  Heavy  sniper  and 
B40  rocket  fire  continued.  The  ground  attack  had  been  of  such  ferocity  that 
the  company  continued  to  kill  NV.i  who  had  fallen  vdthin  the  companies  lines 
and  were  continuing  to  fight,  ^ 

tJ  O.'V/^  /V  T-//Q  >4, 


260935  May:  Company  B  (— )  and  the  B  Company  Commander  closed  on 
the  C  Company  periuneter.  Simultaneously  the  NVn  launched  a  third  ground 
attack  from  the  v/est  and  souti.Wi  st  accompanied  by  intensified  B4,0  rocket 
and  sniper  fire.  Because  the  nemy  was  attaeJeing  from  lova  r  ground  ho 
attempted  to  place  iiioro  personnel  In  trees  in  order  to  bring  more  effective 
direct  fire.  ini,o  the  perimeter  .arePi,  eany  hV-'  therefore,  were  killed 
climbing  trees.  Lieutenant  Johnson,  the  acting  C  Gompiany  Coranander  was 
killed  dui’ing  the  third  ground  attack.  Cona-.and  of  the  company  v;as  .assumed 
by  ISGI  i^hildors  (who  himself  was  ^^founded)  and  other  MCO’s  at  the  platoon 
level.  The  only  other  office.r  in  the  company.  Lieutenant  Canello,  was  also 
seriously  wounded  during  tliia  third  attack, 

261010  May;  The  enoi.iy  iiiitiatcd  a  Ath  ground  attack  from  tlu'  west 
and  southwest.  Ihis  att.acic  was  repelled  and  BifO  rocket  fire  temporarily 
ceased.  Enemy  location  at  tliis  time  'was  vicinity  Yji  730312, 

2610;‘K)  Kay:  .v  fifth  ground  attack  was  launched,  again  charactei'ized 
uy  heavy  sniper  and  B40  fire  and  contact  at  distances  of  10-.-15  meters.  Tliis 
attack  too,  v/as  repellea. 

2611 U3  Mav:  Companies  B  and  G  received  a  6th  and  final  ground  attack, 
launched  from  vicinity  coordinates  Ya  733310.  Tills  attack  was  repelled  at 
1115  hours. 

261115  may;  Gunships  were  brought  in  200  to  400  meters  west  of 
735310.  Sniper  fire  decreased  to  moderately  heavy,  however  E40  fire 
incrf;a3ea  in  intensity  and  10-15  rounds  of  32mja  mort.ar  fire  were  received 
from  the  southwest.  Gonipianies  C  and  B  (-)  began  moving  to  B  Cojapany's 
night  location.  As  friendly  ground  forces  'withdrew  from  the  contact  area 
they  continued  to  .kill  LVa  who  were;  pulling  their  dead  into  the  ravine  to 
the  north,  us  the  coi.ipanies  began  to  withdraw-,  snii)er  fire  again  increased 
in  intransity;  the  battalion  commander,  therefore  directed  that  B  Company 
cease  its  withdrawal,  cover  the  withdrav/al  of  C  Goripany,  and  conduct  a 
limited  sweep  of  the  contact  area. 

261345  ;iay:  Ikttalion  Comiaander  entered  LZ  ,and  assumed  direct 
control  of  ground  forces.  Battalion  coniiiiander  ordered  B  Company  to  conduct 
a  limited  sweep  of  the  contact  area  and  all  elements  of  B  and  C  Companies 
to  close  B  Company  night  location  for  the  evening.  Instructed  the  aLO  to 
plan  hcavpi  supprosive  fires  in  tho  area  of  contact. 

261430  hay:  B  Company  continued  withdrav</al  to  its  company  night 
location. 

261730  Kay!  Rccon  Platoon  3/5!  Inf  began  lift  into  E  Company's  night 
location  and  completed  tiie  lift  at  1800  hours  at  'which  time  it  became  OF  CON 
to  Company  C. 

261745  Kay:  Company  B(-)  completed  svfcep  of  immediate  contact  area 
bringing  ^tlse  last  of  friendly  •n.'ounded  and  killed  to  the  LZ.  On  this  initial 
sirecp  92  L  KIA  (BC),  in  ihe  i;-.  ;eBi.at.e  contf’ct  area,  wore  counted.  It  was 
noned  al  tl.is  time  that  all  Ki.,  wore. as  a  result  of  small  arms  fire, 

261 800  hay:  Companies  B  and  C  seciired  for  the  evening  and  sniper 
firo  terminated, 

c.  Subsequent  action  2?  through  28  May  1967:  A  search  of  the 
contact  ar-ea  was  planned  for  first  light  on  27  fiay  -with  B  Company  and 
kecon  Platoon  conducting  the  search.  The  entire  area  was  searched  until  I3OO 
hours,  ii  Company  was  airlifted  into  the  LZ  and  C  Companj'  and  Hecon  Platoon 
pulaed  back  to  FoB  on  2?  May.  The  lift  started  at  1215  hours  and  concluded 
^345^hour3,  An  additional  4  bodies  were  found,  3  killed  by  artillery  and 

1  KIj-xGu  SiliaUL  arus* 

On  28  Ms.y  a  complete  resupply  of  A  and  B  Companies  was  conducted. 

.uiother  search  of 'the  entire  area  was  made. 


12.,  (c)  Rosults: 


:\..  Eno.'.’.y  loss(.'ii_.  2t,  ^iay  1967=  96  KVA  (lvIA)(BC),  2  NVh  Will 

(row),  18  .iK  47 ®s,  6  ii4D,  4  iU'lu,  and  3  SIvS.  65  Chiconi  grenades,  15  82iiini 
rovmds,  1  barrel  Hl-.Ci,  27  ca.ntetns  w/co\'er,  29  ponchos,  19  ajmo  packets, 

7  packs,  24  hanniocks,  6  helmets,  21  aid  packets,  l/2  mile  commo  \idro,  1  FM 
radio  complete  v.'/extra  headset,  2500  rounds  S/Ai  airimunition  and  a.ssorted 
magazines. 

b.  i'riendly  loesee:  10  kia  (l  B  Co  and  9  C  Co),  69  (S  B  Co 
and  61  C  Co),  0  dla,  3  M-I6,  3  45  Cal  pistols,  2ea  M60  MG,  2ea  PRC  25  w/hand 
set  (1  damaged)  IB  compassoo,  2  pr  binoculars,  24  entrenching  tools,  26 
poncho  liners,  29  ponchos,  11  air  mattresses,  22  machetes,  26  bayonets  and 
2ca  strobe  lights, 

1 3 .  ( c )  adi'iini  stration  Matters : 

a,  Cmpply:  Resupply  was  initiated  on  26  iiay  and  was  limited 
to  armiionition  and  water.  'Tlic  28th  of  Kay  was  full  resupply  for  A  and  B 
Coi.ipanies  in  tne  field. 

All  combat  troops  carried  the  following  basic  load  of  ammunition: 
l4-16  -  600  rounds,  i-i-60  -  2000  rounds,  K-79  —  50  rounds  (HE)  .Shotgun  - 
100  -  200  rounds. 

b.  N/-"‘ 

c,  initial  treatment  of  injured  was  conducted  by  org.'mic  medics. 

All  VvlA  v/ero  evacuated  to  Jackson  Hole,  except  for  minor  injuries,  on  26  May 
1967  NLT  1700  hours.  Evacuation  started  at  261315  hours.:  ' 

d,  'Transport  tion:  M/A 

e.  Comniinications ;  Commo  was  maintained  with  the  companies 
through  retrans  unit.  Company  C  and  B  both  utilized  long  whip  antennas  to 
maintain  contact.  Tlio  FO  ’.•dth  Go  C  maintained  conaao  tiirough  relay  with 
the  FO  Company  B  at  the  night  location  working  vdth  a  292  load  wire  and  mast. 
During  the  contact  on  26  jAay  cormunications  wore  supplemented  by  Command 

and  Control  aircraft.  Communication  was  continuous  through  the  operation. 

f.  Medical  evacuation:  Of  all  DS  Win  on3.y  four  were  considered  seric 
Fifteen  \icre  returned  to  duty  and  the  remainder  viere  evacuated  to  higher 
medical  facilities. 

14.  (c)  opecial  ^Equipment:  None 

15. (c)  Commander's  analysis:  lliere  were  no  civil  affairs  conducted, 
due  to  lack  of  civilian  populace  in  the  area. 

16.  Recommendation J.  See  lessens  learned. 

17.  Lessons  Learned:  See  attached  Lesson  Learned  formats.  It  is  felt 
that  old  lessons  learned  v/ere  reinforced  in  several  instances. 
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oUBJiiCT:  Conibnt  Opcratiorio  ni'tor  notions  lieport  (liJS:  l-u.C'/  J-3132) 

6  Incl 

1.  Terrain  Sketch  ~  Hi.il  521 

2,  Coi-.ibct  J-'csson  ^earned  -  Safety  of  Enpayeu  Troops 

J.  Coiah-it  Lesson  Learned  -  Security  of  the  Battle  Area 

4.  Cbinbat  Lesson  Loarnod  -  L'eapons  Ayai.ast  onipei  s  in  Trees 

Combat  Lesson  Learned  -  Utilizaxion  of  .u-tillery  iri  Close  Contact 
6.  Con. bat  Lussun  Learned  -  hoveiaont  of  Ki.fle  C.oi,:oanies  • 

LivSTi'i.LBlJTj.i  )i\j ; 
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Inclosuros  1 


5V  ~  1st  i  lato'.  n 

60  -  2nd  * latoon 

61  -  3rd  ilatotn 

62  -  6th  ii-tocn 


1.  Combat  Lesson  •^'earnedj  Safety  of  Engaged  Troops. 

Itomi  I'foving  of  elements  out  of  contact  ar-ea. 

Discussion;  After  the  heavy  contact  was  broken,  the  battalion  CO 
directed  that  aliidtnd^weop  of  the  contact  area  be  made  and  that  all 
troops  be  -inovod  to  B  Company's  night  loGation,  in  order  to  prevent  further 
friendly  casualties  from  mortars  or  further  ground  attacks. 

Observation;  It  has  been  observed  in  past  oontccts  that  after 
a  contact,  that  evening  the  enemy  noi'mally  mortared,  friendly  positions. 

2,  Supporting  Fact  ■:  {Fill  in  applicable  info) 

a.  Source  of  Information;  Battalion  Commander  id  Bn  8th  Inf 

b.  Unit;  3rd  Battalion,  8th  Infantry 

0.  uotivity  being  conducted;  Contact  vjith  NVA  Battalion  while 
on  Search  and  Destroy  operation. 

d.  Date:  26  May  196? 

e.  Location;  YA  735311 

f.  Wegther;  Overcast  with  ground  clouds  and  intcrmittant  rain. 

g.  Enefflj’-;  Type  (NV.i  or  VC);  OTA 

Estimated  Strength;  Battalion 

Disposition;  above  ground  with  snipers  in  the  irtO  t«ps  - 

V  4.  . 

» 

h.  How  contact  was  made;  OTA  initiated  action  by  sniping  at  the  CP. 

i.  Time  of  initial  contact:  0855 

j.  Length  of  time  in  contact;  2  hours  50  minutes 

k.  How  contact  was  broken;  HVLi  broke  contact  by  firing  82inm  mortars 
and  B  40  's  and  withdrawing. 

l.  Summary  of  event  or  events  from  which  tlie  Combat  Lesson  Loarned 
is  drawn  (include  comments/observations  by  individuals  who  witnessed  or 
participated  in  the  event);  Hae  Battalion  Commandor  direebed  that  all 
elements  move  from  the  contact  area  to  the  high  ground.  He  directed 
heavy  suppressive  artillery  fire  in  the  area.  It  should  be  mentioned 
tliat  relatively  little  \ra,s  policed  from  the  contact  area  during  the  night 
iind  that  the  new  location  was  neither  mortared  nor  attempts  made  to  attack  it 
the  evening  of  the  26th  or  morning  of  the  27th. 


Inclosure  2 


1.  Combat  Lcjsson  Leaxneds  Seourity  of  Battle  ^ixea 

Item;  Ceourity  of  battle  area. 

Biscuesion;  After  the  contact  was  broken,  a  brief  sweep  of  the 
contact  area  was  m.ide  by  Compriny  B.  Company  B  «  C  then  displaced  to 
B  Comparfir's  night  location. 

Observatxon;  Sven  though  terrain  was  only  briefly  searched,  emplacing 
of  heavy  artillery  suppressing  fires  prevented  the  NVA  from  significantly 
policing  the  battle  a-reo,. 

2.  Supportirg  Facts;  (Pill  in  applicable  info): 

a.  Source  of  jjiformation:  Battalion  Commander,  Jd  Bn,  8th  Inf 

b.  Unit:  5rd  Battalion,  8th  Infantry 

c.  Activity  being  conducted:  On  Search  and  Destroy,  after  a  major 
contact,  withdrawing  elements  to  high  ground. 

d.  Date:  26  May  I967 

e.  Location:  YA  738514 

f.  V/eather:  Overcast,  low  clouds  and  intermittent  rain  showers. 

g.  Enemy;  TSrp'^  (KVA  or  VG):  MVA 

Estimated  stren^h:  Battalion 

Disposition;  ..bove  ground  with  snipers  in  trees 

h.  How  contact  was  made;  Contact  was  made  by  C  5/S  Inf  as  they  wore 
conducting  Search  and  Destroy.  NVA  snipers  initiated  fixes. 

i.  Tirae  of  initial  contact:  0855 

j.  Length  of  time  in  contact:  2  hours  and  50  minutes 

k.  Hovr  contact  v;as  broken:  Contact  was  broken  by  the  HVA  firing 
mortars,  or  B  40  rounds  and  withdrawing. 


1.  Summary  of  event  or  events  from  which  the  Combat  Lesson  Learned 
is  drawn  (include  commonts/observations  by  individur.ls  vfho  witnessed  or 
participated  in  ■che  event):  ^.fter  contact  was  broken  by  the  WVA 
the  B''.ttalicn  Goninander  directed  a  limited  eween  of  the  contact  area 


and  moved  the  2  companies  onto  high  ground  (B  Co  nigiit  location)  and 
OQcqjletoly  cleared  the  contact  area  of  friendly  forces.  Priendly  wounded 
and  der.d  were  evacuated,  hovfever,  NVj.  dead  cuid  equipment  were  left  in  place. 
During  the  night  heavy  concentrations  of  suppressive  i'ires  were  planned 
for  the  area,  and  continued  until'  friendly  elements  began  sweep  of 
contact  pxea  on  the  following  morning.  During  search  of  c,raa,  96  NVA 


uodieij  wure  f^juiid,  2  WAn  l-TyB.,  iuid  52  weij-pona  Located  in  the  morning. 


The  Battalion  Conm;ander  felt  tliat  moving  the  troops  in  contact  to  a  new 
location  prevented  more  casualties  and  the  artillerDr pr'  oervid  the  battle 


area. 


Inclosure  3 


1.  Corirtiat  Lesson  Learned:  Weapons  against  snipers  in  trees 


"5. 


Item;  Use  of  tjia  M79  (Grenade  Launcher)  shotgun  and  M60  against 
snipers . 

Discussion;  Duriiig  the  contact  Company  C  and  Company  B  faced -numorous 
NVA  snipers  located  in  tops  of  the  high  trees  in  the  area. 

Observation;  It  was  observed  that  the  M79  OL, shotgun  and  the  M60 
was  most  effective  against  the  snii>ers  in  the  trees.  This  was  accomplished 
by  firing  Ii79  and  shotguns  direct  fire  and  the  l-BO  MG  by  spraying  the  tree 
tops. 

2,  Supporting'  Facts;  (Fill  in  applicable  irifo) 

a.  Bource  of  Information;  Battalion  Commander,  Jd  Bn, 8th  Inf 

b.  Unit;  Companies  G  and  B,  pd  .Bn, 3th  inf 

o.  Activity  being  conducted:  Contact  with  estimated  KVA  Battalion 
while  on  SrSJD  mission. 

d.  Date;  26  fey  6? 

G.  Location:  YA  735311 

f.  V/eather;  Overcast  with  ground  clouds  and  intermittent  rain. 

g.  Mnemy:  Tvpe  (NVA  or  vn)?  JWh 

Mstimc.ted  strength;  Battalion 

Disposition;  Above  grouiid  with  snipers  in  the  nigh 
trsos.  ■ 

h.  how  contact  was  made:  NVA  initiated  contact  by  sniping  at  CP  plus 
initiating  a  ground  attack. 

i.  Time  of  initial  con'tact:  0855  hours 

j.  length  of  time  in  contact;  2  hours  and  50  minutes 

k.  Ho-'.'f  contact  was  broken:  irVA  broke  contact  by  firing  mortars  and 
B40  rockets  while  wi'thdrawing. 

l.  Summary  of  event  or  events  from  wliich  the  Combat  iesson  .  Learned  is 
drawn  (Include  comments/observations  by  individuals  \b.o  witnessed  or  parti¬ 
cipated  til  the  cvo”.i)i  lu  was  foiuid  that  because  tne  snipers  were  looatKu. 
above  the  friendly  foroes  the  M67  l^’iW  was  not  capable  of  firing  into  the 
trees,  lue  itio  was  ef.lec tivc;  however,  due  to  ground  attacks  and  positions 
MI63  wtare  used  mainly  against  ground  forces.  The  M75,  shotgun, and  M60  MG 
were  said  to  be  most  of.'. ec live  because  of  explosion  effect  of  M79;  shotgroup 
of  the  shotgun  and  tiio  .spray  offset  of  the  MG, 


Inclosura  4 


L.  Conbi-ifc  L  essori  1,’earued:  Utilization  of  artillery  in  close  contact  areas. 

Item!  Use  of  .-’rtillory  to  seal  off  areas  of  close  coroact. 

Discussion:  During  close  cont.-.ct  with  onemy  forces  (.within  10-15  meters 
of  friendly  eloi.ients)  or  when  enom.y  snipers  aro  in  t;  ees,  it  is  nocesgary 
to  seal  off  the  cont-:- ct  .area  with.  artilLlcry  fire. 

Observ.ation :  Because  of  tli.c  enemy  disposition  it  is  not  possible  to 
pl.'ice  close-in  fires  on  tlio  enemy.  'I'herefore  to  prevent  reinforcenient  or 
escape  the  contact  area  sivould  bo  se.alod  t.j.T  with  artillery  fire. 

2.  Supporting  Facts:  (Fill  in  applicable  info): 

a.  Source  of  Information;  Bn  CO,  3d  Bn,  8th  Inf,  iiLO  3d  Bn,  8th  Inf 

b.  Unit:  3d  En,  8th  lif 

c.  /\ctivit-sr  bfing  conducted:  SScD 

d.  Date:  26  -'ay  6? 

e.  Lcc.atiori.  In  735311 

f.  v.hvither:  Overcast,  Ibvr  .uround  clouds  and  intornittent  rain 

g.  Ineiuy:  T;'/pQ  (wVA  or  VC):  UMn 
jJstir.iat .'d  strength:  Battalion 

Disposition :  Above  ground  in  foruation  and  in  trees 

h.  How  contact  was  i.iade;  liVa  initiated  action  with  sniper  fire 

i.  TDue  o.C  initial  contact:  0855 

j.  tiength  of  ti  in  contact-:  2  hours  and  50  minutes 

k.  How  contact  was  broken:  HViv  broke  cont..ct  by  firing  mortars  and 
ElO  rockets  while  vathdrav/ing . 

l.  ourai  iaiy,’-  of  event  or  events  fi'or.i  which  C0i'..bat  '^esson  Dearnsd  is 
drawn  (include  ccmiii'.ents/observatioias  by  indi’/iduals  who  witne  ssed  or 
participated  in  the  event):  The  close  proxi).dty  of  enemy  forces  to  friendly 
forces  precluded  placing  artillery  fires  dir.:ictly  on  the  enemy.  Therefore, 
firos  wore  placed  all  around  the  contact  area  to  preclude  reinforcement  and 
hSLiper  wdchdrawal  of  the  oneiay. 


Inclosure  5 


1,  Coinbat  Lcar-'.on  Learned'  iiov^nont  of  IHflc  ConipaiiLea 


■9' 


I  Lain:  uoviu,:^  of  i-iiflo  Gompiuiiec-  hy  bounds 

Discussion:  Prior  to  the  contact  on  the  26th  ths  rifle  companies 
luLd  been  movirj^;  by  oounds  ,  one  co’opany  on  coonanding  terrai’i 
(atotionarj'')  -and.  th.e  other  coinpetny  raoving  to  a  no:'?  hey  terrain  feature 

Qb3er\''ation:  i>j.riiig  tlie  contact  the  method  stated  above  proved  a 
,5aviha_  feature  beciiusoj  G  OoripLiny  b',;ld  th'!  eiuticai  terrain  an>''  Coiiijjany 
C  iras  moving  on  tlie  highest  terrain  available. 

2,  Supporting  Facto;  (FiLl  in  applicable  info) 

a.  Source  oi  Iniormation-  I'iattalioii  Coranander  3/Q  Ini 

b.  Lhiia:  3rd  i);,ud;alion  6th  Int'anti;>’’ 

c.  ■Activity  'oeing  conducted:  Companies  D  and  0  were  in  contact  with 
an  KVa  Sattc.lion 

•i.  Date:  26  i-ay  196? 

0.  Location;  7353O4 

f.  Leather:  Ovoi'cast, vribh  ground  clouds  and  interxiiittant  rain. 

g.  Faeixy:  a^pe  (ilVi  or  VC) .  v-IvV. 

.•Estimated  Strer’gth;  Battalion 

Disposition;  above  groimd  and  snipers  in  heavj^  foliage  in 
top  of  trees, 

h.  lioi'f  contact  was  -iV.de:  KVa  initiated  contact  by  placing  sniper  fire 
on  the  CP  grov’p. 

i.  i’ime  of  initial  conUA:.t.  0655 

j.  Longtli  of  ti:.nj  in  contact:  2  hours  and  50  rinutes 

k.  Ho\r  contact  t.'o.s  broken;  KVa.  fj.rcd  Sl-iniiii  liiortiTs  anci  i'-kO  rockets  and. 
began  nathdrax/l, 

l.  Summai^'  of  ;,’aent  or  events  from  which  bho  Co.i.iba.t  Lesson  liOarned  is 
draTci  (include  coianends/observation.::  by  incllvidu.als  irho  'i.itness'cd 
or  participated  in  the  event) : 

The  battalion  Coiiaminder,  due  to  intelligence  in  the  contact 
area  and  prior  cr.perienco,  decided  at  .all  times  to  coi'v.ian  1  key  terr'dn. 
H'0  sr^st 'F!^  is  to-.rovo  ono  ■'rifle  corp-arc  v.d  il'o  th-'.'  other  rifle 
coninany  rema.in-'!  .'’.■.at.i  onaryj  I'laintaining  coKimo  with  29.2  liv.s'b  anc.l  cable, 
on  oovmxxnding  teriu.in.  The  jjianeuve.-ing  company  juoves  to  a  kej’-  terrain 
feature  vrithin  2-3  Jiours  of  tha  stationary  ooiiipaaiy' s  ‘location, 

When  the  I'lianeuvering  coa:<any  is  established  on  kej;  terrain,  the 
sia.t:lonary  coiap.-uay  begins  to  move. 


Inclousers  6 
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Oo/MP  \DtNTl 


tECRADED  UNCLASSIFIED  WHEN  SEPARATED 
FROM  CLASSTFIED  INCLOSURES 


KF  r  -  ■  G'^irjN  Risrr'’''" 

(12  July  -  1967) 

1 ,  B'J.CKGpriWD:  Prior  to  rolatinp  s  description  of  the  eneaf'ement  >^e- 
tveen  W^'A  forces  anc'  t^'e  1st  BattalTOn  12th  Infantry  (Bed  ’ferriors)  on  12 
July  1967)  North  of  th’  la  Ora.ng  v-'Pey  along  the  Gainbodi'>n  '  order,  it  Is 
deemed  irpropriate  t»  provide  ner+ain  hack^rcund  data  concerning  t’’e  (Tiner- 
all  scherae  ef  •neration  •!  t'-ie  Red  ’lav)  ors,  intelligence  available  to  the 
battalion,  and  a  synopsis  of  the  cenditionc  of  vjeather  ’'nd  terrahln. 

a.  ,rp\RA'''IOMS*  In  accordance  with  ''uidance  provided  '-v  2nd  '^de, 
an  eperation  was  developed  to  se--Vch  out  an  area  forward  of  recnnn'^issance 
and  surveillance  line  to  determine  enemy  acti^rity  and  intent  in  this  loc-'le. 
Incl  1  is  ■'  schemtic  portraval  6-^  the  •peratirn  for  the  period  10-14  Jul''' 
1967*  Trior  to  the  conduct  of  this  operction  the  nostnring  of  the  two  rifle 
companieB  of  the  batta.lion  into  the  northern  area  of  the  if  develop'^d  minor 
sightings  .and  certain  small  contacts. 

b.  TJiK"'ATN;  'rha  ceneral  '  rea  of  operations  inclaided  the  follevring 
coordinates:  YA  8217,  8211,  8717,  and  8711*  'lie  nepthern  portion  of  f^is 
area  is  dense  undercrovrtih,  bamboo,  thick  trees  with  hi^b  c-'-nopy,  hli.'’s  and 
steep  ridges  all  making  for  difficult  l-nd  navigation,  "^here  are-  no  landing 
zones  a.vailabld  other  than  ^er  single  ship  strips  in  t''is  ar^a/  '  north¬ 
ern  half  of  this  arc<i.  is  slightlv  more  open  in  that  ground  navigation  is  not 
as  difficult  due  to  lesser  undergrowth,  rolling  hills,  and  a  greater  dlsp'^r- 
sion  of  trees.  Streams  are  of  the  intermittent  tyne  bhroiichout  t^e  area,  and 
are  trafficabl.e  to  foot  troops  with  som'^  decree  6^  difficulity.  Other  than 
the  southe- atom  rk)rticn  of  the  a.rec,  id  n+ified  la  Inc  "one's  arn  minimial. 
Movement  ’/P!  also  :i.nroede''  by  sc'-ttered  rain  throu'’hout  the  da-'’-  and.  nitTht, 

« 

c.  V'SiTHiiR:  A  combination  of  periodic  rain  and  early  morning  fog 
and  hea-vy  ground  cover  impeded  g’-t-und  operations  and  air  cover  throughout 
the  morning  hours. 

d.  INTSLlId-  WCE :  Two  V'A  regiments,  66th  and  88th  were  reported  to 
be  astride  the  AC  of  the  1st  i-Attalion  12th  Inf''nt3'y  in  the  Gambodian  Sanc¬ 
tuary.  Cne  document  found  ’-31-  A/l/12  on  13  July  at  grid  8312  indicated 
individual  ><as  associ'-ted  with  the  66th  wa,  Revlvent.  Incl  2  is  a  summation 
•f  spot  reports  received  durin"' period  8-11  July  1967*  A-lditional  -'erbal 
information  -was  provided  the-  battalion  on  nights  of  9  "'nd  10  July  that  enemy 
forces  apnarontly  w  re  on  the  flanks  and  possibXv  to  ro.ar  of  ”  and  C  Gomnnnies 
and  their  intent  was  to  mort.ar  or  :'’ix  our  forces.  Enetrp’-  slahtings  and  contact 
during  the  same  period  are  shown  on  Incl  2,  and  Spar  reoorts  for  the  period 

on  Incl  3. 

2.  tUGAG-' 2®’";  'he  e"rA.y  morning  hours  ct»  1’2  Jul*’-  I967  found  low  ^reund 
fog  and  no  ceiling.  A''cordinvly •  the  pl.annoc'  rvs-vement  of  "  Gompany  to  the 
east  at  0700  was  held  in  abeyance,  pendin"  more  favorable  weather  contritions. 


CoAjfr/O 


1/0/1/12  c»mi7ienc(id  a  Ipcal  swenp  south  from  C/l/l2  Comp^^ny  base  at  12 
07A9.  At  120?lf?  l/C/l/12  reported  en'’atein('  12  W/*  at  -''I'^IP?  and  killlnp: 
three  of  them.  The  remainint?  NVfl  wore  reported  to  have  fled  south,  lee  Jacl 
L  f»r  schematic  of  manuever. 

P/l/12  was  alerted  to  check  out  immediate  area  due  tq  proximity  of  Pnemy 
force  and  als*  establish  contact  with  l/G/l/12  in  order  te  secure  this'  force. 

An  CP  at  C/l/12  sighted  3#  WA  northeast  ef  cempany  base  at  0PA5-  '^i^ht 
socirity  was  placed  around  this  position  and  mortar/artillery  fires  wer® 
utilized,  Ne  air  or  helicopters  were  ava.ilable  due  to  inclement  weather,  leee 
Incl  5.  for  fires  and  schedule.  c 

lB/l/12  in  cheokinr  immediate  area  to  east  and  south  of  company  base 
neted  movement  t©  south  of  B/'l/12  area  at  At  0920  l/C/l/l2  renortdd 

enemt,  ferce  te  westj  movini::  north,  l/C/l/l2  was  sii^hted  by  anemj^  and  mortar 

fires  were  brought  in  on  the  enemy  element. 

.  ♦ 

3/B/I/12  in  checking  area  to  west  of  cormany  base,  was  insturcted  to  • 
to  establish  radio  comraunicat ■ on  with  l/C/l/l2.  l/C/l/l2  at  095^*  reported 
eneny  movement  still  around  position  and  av-tiHery /mortar  fires  wore  continual¬ 
ly  being  placed  forward,  rear  and  flanks  •f  the  element.  l/C/l/12  was  unable 
to  move  from  his  position,.' 

•  At  1014  repenj  received  that  l/C/l/12  and  3/i^/l/l2'.  have  an  enemy  force 
„  between,  them, 

VJarning  orifsr  given  to  A/l/lp.  (-)  to  be  airlifted  to  17  Yankee  unon  receipt 
of  lift  capability  and  force  required  to  seewe  FSB  requested  from  2nd  Brigade. 

Comma.p^  and  Control  helicoptc'  arrived  at  1052  and  immediately  was  air¬ 
borne  over  csntact  site  with  Battalion  Commander,  artillery  IJIC,  and  Sergeant 
l'ajoi»,S-3. .  .  ■ 

Tleport  received  _for  3/B/1/12  that  NVA  were  moving  to  northeast  and  were 
engaged  resulting  in  2  OTA'  Killed. 

At  1106  report  received  fr*m  G/\/\2  that  3/B/1/12  and  1/q/\/12  had  enemy* 
fores  in  cross  firs  .betvreen  pLatsons. 

B/l/12  reported  at  ll)l8  that  eneiry  mevement  was  observed  to  south  and  south¬ 
west  of  company  base  and  that  artillery  and  mortar  fires  were  being  utilized. 

Report  received  at  1125  from  C/l/l2  that  enemy  mortar  fire  received  by 
3/B/I/12  from  east  resulted  in  one  VIA.  Immediately  thereafter  large  enemy 
force  utilizing  mortars  moved  on  3/B/1/12  fr,om  west  and  southwest. 

At  1140  l/C/l/12  received  small  arms  and  automatic  weapons  fire  from  three 
directions  while  3/B/i/l2  received  mortar  and  small  fire;  2nd  Brigade  verified 
that  A/I/12  was  to  be  combat  assualted  in  17.. 


At  1145'  B/1/12  moved  out  in  relief  •f  farces  in  contfict  wi+h  2/b/i/12 
in  lead  followed  ’  y  1/b/1/12,  compan''''  headquarters  and  weanans  filatoon. 

Artillery  fires  being  utilized, by  3/n/l/l2  to  south  af  engagement  held  up. 
2/B/I/I2  and  1/b/1/12  pushed  through  to  take  up  lean  of  R/1/12  inavement . 

At  1150  FAC  (Cider  25)  checked  in  area;  simulta.noously  the  reconnaissance 
platoon  v/as  oraered  to  the  75B  to  provide  command  and' eontrol.'elemont  for 
security  of  that  location.  ",  '  '  ' 

At  12('*6  B/i/12  reported  receiving  fire  fram  the  horth  and  campany  commander 
reported  wounded  from  mortar  fire  at  1220.  '“rty  FC  directed  to  assume  command 
tempararily  until  new  canmander  could  be  brought  in.  ''Ji  H-23  w-’s  dispatched 
from  FSB  with  the  Battalion  Mortar  Platoon  Leader  to  assume  command  of  .P/l/l2. 
The  hclicapter  toak  MG  rounds  at  the  LF,  wounding  the  pilot  and  the  mission  was 
abarted. 


At  approximately  1240,  FAC  placed  air  strikes  in  support.  See  Incl  6  for 
air  strikes  and  schedule.  Communication  problems  on  ground  at  B/l/i2  occurred 
due  ta  command  graup  lieing  hit  repeatedly  by  mortars,  '^he  Company  Cammander 
was  mortally  wounded  the  PO  using  both  artillery  an'^  company  nets,  in  addition  to 
using  the  battalian  command  net  for  air  strikes.  Oifficulity  between  this  ground 
commander  and  F^C  on  shifting  of  artillery  fire  in  order  to  bring  air  strikes 
resulted  in  r.bock  fire  artillery  being  placod  by  tho  Brigade,  through  'ir  Force 
request,  •’  Th?'  ''ommander  on  ground  wanted  artillery  fires  v.'here  he  had  them  but 
was  uhdbl'o  A  ..  ^'-At  the  F''G.  At  this  precise  moment  the  command  and  control 
ship  v,'u-'  1.-7.  re  refueled  at  Due  Co  and  corama.r.d  of  the  battalion  vns  on 

tho  groun.l  at  Flip,,  Fio  check  fire  was  lifted  by  thn  Brigade  Commander  and  the 
air  vns  diie'ctcd  from  the  airborne  Command  and  Control  group. 

At  C/l/12  reported  linking  up  with  1/CA/12  and  being  forced  back  to 

initial  coi.'.pany  base.  C/l/l2  ordered  to  move  immediately  to  relief  of  B/l/l2 
utilizing  maximum  air  and  artillciy/  fires  on  flanks  during  movement,  FneTTiy 
small  arms  and  automatic  weapons  fire  continued  to  bring  pressure  on  C/l/l2  but, 
with  use  of  air  and  artillery  movement  continued. 

At  1330  C/l/12  reported  B/l/l?  no  longer  reqeivlng  enemy  fire  and  that  auto¬ 
matic  weapons  fire  was  being  placed  on  C/l/  12  from  northwest,  ''ir  strikes 
placed  on  oneiiy  position.  Mo  contact  with  B/l/l2. 

Task  force  comprised  of  elements  ®f  3/B  Infantry  and  l/lO  Cavalry  reported 
as  moving  overland  to  reinforce  l/l2  Infantry  from  the  north. 

At  1355  A/l/12  had  been  inserted  into  17-  Yankee  and  commenced  movement  to 
southwest  of  B/l/12  location. 


By  1541  report  received  that  commander  of  B/l/12  had  consolidated  at  comnany 
base  area  and  maximum,  medical  assistence  and  Dust  fff  ships  required.  Dust  Off 
irhips  immeuiatcly  brought  into  B/1/12  p  Goition  G  /I/12  and  A/i/12  closed  and 

consolidated  their  positions,  ilie  command  group  was  inserted  (Battalion  CO,  SG"^ 
Maj,  RTO,  Artillery  UlO).  Immediate  resupply  of  critical  items,  ammunition, 
radios,  weapons,  and  food  commanced. 


Corcrrnd  olfir'R''t,a  tr.  ’'r^nrl  rrn^  ny  'asp  o*'  /1/1-  t;''*  perimeter  nd 

L  ndini^  '  one  were  rnlaived.  pcurlty  forece  wr^  eet  bliahed  '.r.d  ’^’'cp^T'tions 
.or  raRximuni  use  of  air,.ind  arti’  ery  ^^ourtd  the  perimeter  throu-'heut  the 
jf>ight  commenced. 

.At  1?05  <Tunships  spotted  loc’tiPn  of  friendly  KT  Mnd  im_’''efli'tely  1I/1/12 
was  directed  te  secure  area  and  recover  V-odies.  Artillery  fires  were  placed 
forward  and  on  the  flanks  sf  C/'/l2  during  recovery  operation  and  gunshirs 
provided  air  cover  and  navigational  as'^istance.  Recover  o'  eration  terminated 
approximately  1930  with  evacuation  of  32  KIA  and  1  ViTA.  Sweep  of  battle  area, 
for  weapons  and  en.^ny  ody  count  was  precluded  ty  darkness  and  priority  of 
body  rscovfiry  mission. 

i'he  nirht  ef  12  July  found  maneuver  elen-nts  of  1/12  Infantry,  less  '  '  ■ 
the  reconnaissance  platoon,  established  in  perimeter  at  ]V1/12  lecaticn,  A 
total  of  2059  artillery  rounds  were  fired  in  general  area  tile  eventing  df  12 
July  in  addition  12  skyspot  missions  being  flevrn.  A  recap  situation  of  air 
and  .  rtiHery  is  included  as  .Incl  5  and  6. 

The  .search  of  the  battle  area  for  seven  iilA  was  conducted  by  ''./■l/l2  and 
C/1/12  on  13  and  11  July.  Negative  results  in  regard  to  reSovefihg .any  US  •' 
personnel  .  ut  in  grave  search  operations  an  additional  30  UVA  KIA  were  d.is- 
cover.W,  Total  enemy  body  count  for  operation  resulted  in  152  UVA  KlA, 

The  enemy  force  encountered  appeared  be  be  the  better  part  of  two 
battalions.  One  ferce  came  from  Ihc  northwest  and  Apparently  withdrew  in 
the  .a.- me  dl.-ection.  ''nother  force,  equipped  in  different  uniforms  camd  frem 
the  souti^west  and  withdrew  in  the  s; me  direction. 


As  has  of tan  been  stated,  the  choice  of  tine  and  location  for  a  sizable 
engaftsr.ent  in  the  Central  Highlands  basically  rests  vriti  the  Occasionally, 

our  forces  are  postured  and  located  in  areas  favorable  to  the  ar.emy  choosing  to 
fight.  The  battle  of  12  Jtly  1967,  north  of  the  Ia  DliAHG  Valley  astride  the 
Cambodian  border  verifies  this  thesis. 

From  his  Cambodian  sanctuary  the  enemj'^  is  capable  of  staging  sizeable  forces, 
alerted  to  be  employed  at  a  time  and  location  of  his  choosing.  Tho  operation 
conducted  by  the  1st  Battalion,  12th  Infantrj'  to  move  west  toward  the  C.amboiian 
border,  exploiting  an  arc  light  strike,  presented  the  enemy  the  opportunity  to 
strike  whon  he  decided  it  feasible. 

The  sophistication  of  enamy  reconnaissance  and  tracking  parties  dllowr  him 
the  opportunity  to  precisely  identify  location,  strength  and  posture  of  "riendly 
forces.  Adverse  weather  conditions,  coupled  ivith  difficult  terrain  fucher  .1eop- 
ardize  the  posture  of  friendly  troops  in  that  no  capacity  for  external  reinforce¬ 
ments  existed.  This  point  was  vividly  shown  by  the  imrealistic  time  required  to 
move  a  mechanized  element  overland  to  reinforce  the  ground  elements.  The  fight 
comes  on  fast  and  results  in  a  fairly  quick  conclusion  u.iless  the  enemy  force 
is  fixed.  Conversely  when  he  fixes  friendly  forces  he  stays  with  the  fight  until, 
hie  position  is  no  longer  tanable. 

Intelligence  available  to  higher  echelons  appears  to  be  able,  to  deduce  the 
intent  of  the  enemy,  h'heatber  this  same  collection  ability  can  precisely  inden- 
tify  size,  composition  and  location  of  enemy  forces  in  not  knovm  at  the  battalion 
level.  If  such  information  is  known  there  is  no  elesnent  requiring  the  need  fiiSr 
this  data  more  than  the  infantry  battalion. 

The  personnel  turbulence  during  this  period  had  reduced  the  strength  of  line 
companies  to  less  than  70^  of  the  aspired  130  personnel  in  the  field. 

Coupled  with  the  turnover  of  small  unit  leaders,  commissioned  and  non-commissioned 
officers  alike,  the  tactical  experience  of  platoons  and  companies  is  drastically 
reduced.  At  the  battalion  staff  level,  the  same  experience-  is  lacking  during 
this  transition  phase.  It  may  appear  sound  to  realign  experienced  units  from 
the  1st  Brigade,  along  the  border  frontier  during  the  personnel  turnover  of  the 
2d  Brigade  and  reposture  the  brigades  again  during  the  transition  period  of  the 
Ist  Brigade. 

Cnee  again  the  young  American  soldier  fought  tenaciously  against  overwhelming 
odds.  The  ability  of  the  NVA  to  mass  forces  against  smaller  friendly  elements 
and  the  mixture  of  local  fire  r^ower  available  to  the  MTA  ground  commander  brought 
hea.vy  casualties  to  exposed  friendly  troops.  The  technique  utilized  by  the  NVA 
of  bringing  mortar  and  rocket  fire  in  on  every  smoke  grenade  used  by  friendly 
forces,  marking  ground  locations  for  FACs  requires  a  reevaluation  in  identiiying 
ground  positions  from  the  air. 


CONT  iDt-NTiAL- 

The  control  of  air  and.  artillery  fires  should  not  be  usurped  fror  the 
battalion' p  supervision.  Relatively  new  FAC's  must  be  oriented  in  employing 
air  strikes  in  conduction  with  artillery  fires  and  at  no  time  should  a  Check 
Fire"  be  placed  to  allow  an  air  strike  to  be  carried  out.  The  orchestration  of 
air,  ai’tillery  and  gunships  is  the  responsibility  of  the  battalion  commander 
and  accordingly  the  proper  mix  of  these  supporting  fires  should  be  left  to  his 
doscretioii. 

Vfhen  checking  out  suspect  enemy  positions  and  sightings,  great  caution  ' 
merged  with  maximum  use  of  artillery  and  mortar  fires  should  be  used. 

Junior  ieao<^rs  must  be  fully  aware  that  to  attempt  to. maneuver  against  NVA 
forces  aften  leads  to  disastrous  results.  The  size  of  the  tJVA  force  is  usually 
unknown,  his  is  usually  familiar  wj,th  the  area  and  by  the  positioning  of  his 
vantage  points  au^d  prepared  positions  he  in  essence  dictates  the  location  of  the 
engagement . 

The  current  dcctrine  of  establishing  all  arour.d  defensive  positions  at  the 
company  level  and  the  liberal' use  of  air  and  artillery  on  eneimy  forces  peripheral 
thereto  is  of  param.ount  importanca. 

,  Added  emphasis  is  required  at  all  echelons  of  comirand  for  reestablishing  a 
coimnand  and  control  element  should  tne  command  group  be  neutralized.  Periodic 
drills  to  reestablish  communications  on  additional  nets  and  other  radios  along 
with  a  chain  of  command  succession  should  be  practiced  at  company  and  platoon 
level. 


Inclosures; 
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1.  SITUATION; 

a.  Enemy  Forces-  Current  INTaUM, 

b.  Friendly  Forces:  Current  SITREP 

c.  Attch/Detach:  No  change. 

2.  MISSION;  Bn  conducts  S&D  100700  through  140700  in  the  south  PLEI  DJHAO 
LUCK  RIDGE,  reestablishes  screen  in  zone  I4O7OO  Jul, 

3.  EXECUTION; 

a.  Concept;  Ttu-ee  phase  opn  of  tvio  mutuall,y  spt'd  Go's  to  SScD  along 
designated  routes  and  exploitation  of  aerial  artillery  strikes  -  reestablish 
screen  in  zone, 

(1)  Maneuver- 

PHASE  1;  Cq  a  rtn  by  rte,  assumes  R/S  at  FSB,  Co  C  moves,  occupies 
psn  AXE  NLT  091500  JvlL  conciirrent  viith  Co  B  move  to  occupv  psn  SPEAR  NLT 
091500  Jul. 

PHASE  II;  Com  B  &  C  conducts  S&D  io0700  through  I4070O  Jul  oacupy- 
ing  psn' 3  Z-R  and  1-4  raspectiyely  vdth  Co  B  exploiting  aerial  artillery  strike 
zone  110700  to  120700  Jul  and  Co  C  spt'n  from  psn  1  thru  3. 

PHASE  III:  Co  B  moves  to  psn  Y,  estb  screen  in  zone  141^00  to 
170700  Jul,  Co  C  prepared  for  extraction  in  PZ  140900,  conducts  supported  CA  in 
L2  MIKE,  occupies  psn  B,  gStb  screen  in  zone  141500  to  170700  Jul, 

(2)  Fires-  Priority  to  SPEAR  in  HHASS  1  and  II  to  include  defensive 
targets  in  psn's  Z-R,  to  Co  C  in  PHASE  III  to  include  prep  of  LZ  1-GKE. 

Priority  to  unit  in  contact. 

(3)  Air:  Tac  air  priority  to  SPEAR,  to  uni.t  in  contact.  Aerial 
artillery  strike  area  TGT  NLT  100500,  upon  cancellation,  Cmbt  Proof  requested 

astride  SPEAR  and  AXE  vie  psn's  Z,X,T,  and  2. 

b.  Co  A 

(1)  One  30  man  plat,  30  min  alert,  aerial  C/A. 

(2)  Daily  plat  patrols,  emphasis  to  south,  day/night. 

(3)  Continue  improvement  of  FSB  defence, 

c.  Co  B 

(1)  Mutually  spt'n  plats  S&D  from  Co- 

(2)  Detail  search  of  aerial  arty  st'ike  area. 

(3)  S2  debriefs  strike  result  in  pin  T, 


Inclesure  1 


CO  iM  t::  I  D  E  U 


Co  Ni~  I 


to 

(1) 


e. 


f. 

H. 

h. 

i. 


(2) 

g! 


Recon 

(1) 

(2) 

.0) 


4> 


opt  oo  r.  )  anuevjr  b,',  fire,  T”,'\n:ieve;-,  i  ' .. 
south  flanks. 

Coord  all  fires  vri.th  Co  B. 

Ren  for,  rpts  and  prepared  LZ  while  moving  and  -  in  Pan  1 
Prepares  for  aerial  C/A  -  Detailes  instr  131500  in  pan 
k  Phase  II. 

Platoon 

Upon  detachriient  rtn  FSB  OCA  CO  A. 

Prepares  for  30  min  alert  aerial  C/A. 

Prepares  to  screen  Bn  in  Phase  III. 

Composit  Mort  Flat;  No  Change. 
ri//,/t2r  Mo  Change. 

3B/h  Engr;  No  Change 
Coord  Jnetruoti one. 

(l)  .3^  Reporting 
EEI 

a.  Fresh  KVA/Vc  psn  platoon  or  larger. 

b.  Sightings  -  Headgear 

c.  Tree  Sniper  Psn. 

Three  Km  aerial  safety  line  eff  100001  to  100600  July. 
DefCon  must  be  coord  between  Co  B&C  to  faciliate  CO  B  yet 
compliment  Co  C  requirements. 

Frequent  navigational  checks,  smoke  streamers  and  air. 
Strike  anaylsis: 

a. '  Photo  of  crater  damage  to  bunkers. 

b.  Tree  blowdown. 

c.  Dispersion. 

d.  Indications  of  dead  or  wounded. 

e.  Secondary  explosions. 

f.  Other  significant  destructions, 

(7) ,  I^P  insertions  in  Norlih  14-15  July. 

(8)  Co  B  plan  to  Assume  mission  on  17  July,  Co  A  to  screen. 

(9)  PCW  evacuation  immediately  after  friendly  serious  wounded. 
ADi'ilNISTRATICN  AND  LOGISTIC 

a.  General  -  PI  n  for  minimum  resupixLy.tlO-»13 .  July, 

b.  Material  Svcs. 

(1)  CO  B  requests  LRRP  Rations,  4  meals 

(2)  ASR  ~  No  Change,  No  lindt  when  in  contact, 

(3)  Einergency  Class  V  resupply  Available  at  FSB. 

(4)  Priority  resupply 

a.  Class  V  : 

b.  Water  '  '  • 

c.  nations 

(5)  81mra  raort  10  rds  ilium,  minimum  30  rds  HE. 

c.  Medical- SOP 


(2) 


(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 


CO  Ml-  (OGM.Tl  AL 


to  3. 


Turrent  .''.nl,  .sr'I  In  effect, 

2,  Pir.errency  eipTial,  Ife<l  Yellow  emcko, 

3.  Mifht  Kark  Psn,  ^liis ;  ilium,  max  elevation, ,  chi , 

1.25  sec  time. 

b.  Command 

1.  FSE^ 

2.  Aerial  CS^  in  Contact  or  aerial  C/A. 

3.  With  reserve  when  committed  or  link-up  in  obj  area. 
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CONFiDbNT'l  AU 

Sa’Jiiuation  ot'  Spot  Reports  8-11  Jwly  1967.  Incl  2 

B  July  1967 

1.  080917,  8l/6l,  YA.868128  -  Found  1  man  trail  2  days  old  running  South. 

2.  080945,  8l/60,  YA880126  -  2  NVA  typs  shovels,  2  ponchos,  1  pup  tent 
2  months  lod. 

3.  080945,  82/60,  YA854176  -  Found  trail  1'  wide  used  last  night  running 
on  180°. 

4.  081010,  8l/6l,  YA851124  -Found  trail  used  early  morning  rurjiing  N-S 
by  approx  3  men,. 

5.  081247,  8l/6l,  YA835117  -  Sighted  2  men  on  AZ  of  45°  at  300  meters 
ivearing  gray  uniforms  -  no  weapons  observed. 

6.  081334,  82/61,  yA842l63  -  Found  2  trails  (1)  280°  AZ  1'  wide  (2) 

320°  AZ  1'  wide,  3-4  men  used  first  trail;  fresh  prints  in  nuci 
running  west. 

7.  081340,  82/61,  YA842163  -  Taken  under  fire  on  350°  AZ  at  150  meters 
friendlies  returned  fire,  2  NVA  KIA.  Organic  weapons  firing 
blocking  fire  to  N  &  Mi'll . 

8.  081405)  62/61,  YA840163  -  Suspected  tunnel  network  being  checked. 

9.  O8I440,  82/61,  Ya340163  -  NVA  wearing  khaki  shirts  and  short  trousers, 

10.  O8I445,  8I/6I,  YAS58120  •  Foiuid  2  man  dugout  ujed  by  2  or  3  men  for 

2  or  3  days, 

11.  O8I515,  8I/6I,  YA855122  -  Found  trail  1‘wide  2-3  days  old  running 
norht. 

12.  081505,  82/61,  YA842163  -  Was  idlthin  S'  of  OTA,  type  weapon  not 
determined,  khaki's  no  headgear,  semi  automatic  weapons  fire. 

13.  081541,  82/59,  Yii834l66  -  Saw  movanent  on  240°  AZ  at  100  -  150  meters. 

14.  031603,  82/61,  YA342163  -  Reports  1  NVA  KIA,  1  moving  out  of  area. 

15.  C6I605,  82/61,  Ya842l63  -  Saw  5  NVA,  opened  fire,  saw  4  drop. 

16.  031612,  82/61,  YA8A2163  -  4  OTA  killed  confirmed. 

17.  081621,  82/61.  YA6423.63  -  Confirmed  1  more  KIA.  Total  5  OTA  KIA. 

18.  081629,  82/61,  YA8/f2l63  -  Recovered  2  NVA  bodies.  3  More  OTA  bodies 

to  their  front.  Possible  1  NVA  WIA  to  their  front;  seized  2  AK  47' s. 

19.  081745,  Bl/61,  YA342163  -  Reported  4  NVA  bodies  including  1  officer. 

20.  081755,  82/61;  YA842165  -  Svreeping  aroxond  tunnel  complex.  Recovered 

3  bodies. 

21.  081892,  82/61,  YA842163  -  Reports  the  3  NVA  bodies  have  been  bSiown 

up  in  the  tunnel  complex.  One  of  the  KIA  above  was  the  WIA  previously 
reported. 

9  July  1967 

1.  091212,  74)  YA  833164  ~  Pound  3  more  OTA  KIA's  in  area  of  previous 

days  action.  Appeared  to  have  taken  direct  hit  from  artillery. 

10  July  1967 

1.  100834,  82,  YA850154  -  Found  trail  running  150°,  Ig'  wide  used  recently 
by  5-6  individuals. 

2.  100920,  82,  YA843154  -  Heard  movement  to  north,  found  area  that 
looked  like  3-4  individuals  had  been  there  in  last  30  minutes. 

3.  101005,  83,  IAS54148  -  Found  8-10  bunkers,  no  overhead,  2-3  weeks 
old,  C -Ration  cans  in  area. 

4.,  101250,  74,  YA358118  -  Spotted  1  NVA,  found  3  sacks  of  rice,  one 
pair  of  shorts, 

5.  101655,  82,  IA821146  -  L.P.  taken  under  fire  by  1  NvA  sniper,  one 

friendly  WIA. 

i  Ob  NtT  I AL. 

Incl  2 


CoHFIDEMTIAL- 

Summation  of  Spot  Raports  8-11  July  1967.  Incl  2  Cent. 


11  July  1967 

1.  74/2,  110900,  YA870130  -  Log  across  stream  W/trail  E  &  W. 

2.  82,  110920,  YA842125  -  Found  plat  or  Co  size  base  camp.  1  body 
W/equip;  4  skeletons,  1  booby  trapped  W/equip,  skeletons  believed 
to  be  4-*5  months  old.  Fresh  trail  bsliovsd  to  have  been  used 
this  morning  on  100®  AZ'l^'  vdde. 

3.  83,  110950,  iA635143  -  Trail  E  &  W  2*  vdde  used  recently. 

4.  82,  110950,  YA627137  *•  Found  tunnel  complex  and  old  positions  - 

sosiie  W/overhead,  Used  last  2  or  3  days.  Also  punji  stakes  2 
months  bid,  VJhole  area  has  charlia  positions. 

5.  83,'  111015,  YA827137  -  Spotted  1  NVA  150  meters  avay  running  in 
high  grass.  Couldn't  see  weapon  or  uniform. 

6.  83,  111200,  YA833137  -  Found  est.  Bn  size  base  camp,  many  one  man 
holes  full  of  vater.  l-fiaay  upright  bamboo  shelters,  estimated  2-3 
months  old.  22  -2  man  bunkers,  10  prone  pos,  beer  cans,  NVA 
tent  post,  rice  remains  5-6  months  old. 

7.  83,  111315,  YA831131.  -  2  trails  1'  vdde  1  day  old  running  E  &  W, 
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SCHlBULii  OF  FIRiS 
12  JULY  67 


UTRY 

CDS 

TIIuJ 

CffilD 

ROUNDS 

3Ill:J^ 

4B 

1300-1329 

03501250 

19HE 

155 

49 

0900-0935 

P4091240 

32h:Vi^3C 

155 

1330-1615 

8500-1327 

34H0 

155 

xjjv;~xol3 

£:7!fc 

155 

2040-2100 

84091240  (DT) 

5fl..AHC 

155 

2105-2115 

84981242  (DT) 

2flL/lHC 

155 

l/6/14 

40 

0840-1300 

83401410-82801210 

45HS 

9 ' 

1315-1340 

6440IIOO&8450I450 

40!{iL 

3" 

1330-1400 

82501100-83301100 

llHii 

175 

1330-14<X) 

81501100-323013,00 

2114; 

175 

1330-1400 

83801400 

33H4 

3- 

1440-1600 

83IOI3OO-S40OI40O 

6114 

8^^ 

1600-1700 

8.2501100-83301400 

1914 

8” 

1600-1700 

8I5OII 00-82301400 

13  it' 

8" 

h/k/U2 
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SCHEDULE  C'F  AIR 
12  and  13  July -1967 . 


TYPE 


FAC 


SKY  SPOTS 


SPOOKY 


COORDINATES 

TIME  ON  '^AE.Offr 

YA  851(125 

121420  and  1410 

!'■  8?:.135 

121620  and  1620 

YA  825118 

1213,1!^  and  1340 

YA  821125 

121515 

YA  823127 

121530 

Y\  830125 

1214 

Y’  833127 

121600  and  1630 

■'A  827129 

12  If  45 

V'  8251A5 

121740 

YA  84001100 

13(»135 

YA  82001215 

13(!155 

YA  84001310 

13  <1521 

YA  84801280 

13!l551 

Y'  83201280 

13fll22 

Y-  82701150 

13^134 

YA  82801080 

13^332 

YA  83301070 

13/1346 

YO  83201120 

12i335 

YA  82301090 

YA  82601200 

122341 

130!- 51 

Y'.  82201240 

130424 

YA  838122 

122000 
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HEADQUAffTERS  3D  BATTALION  8TH  IKTAOTRI 
.  '  APO  San  Fitinciaco  96265 

AVDDA-3RAD  1  August  1967 

SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  After  Action.  Report  (RCS:  MACV  J-3132) 


THRU :  Commanding  Officer 

lot  Bde  4t!i  Inf  Div 
ATTN:  AVDDA-BRC 
APO  iSnn  Francisco  96265 


TO:  CoriTiianding  General 

4th  Infantry  Division 

ATTM:  AVDDH-CG 

A'-O  Son  Francisco  96262 


1. (u)  Fame  or  identify  and/or  typo  of  oporation;  FRAI'JCIS  BArJON 
(DUC  CO  III) :  .Search  and  Destroy  Operation 

2. (U)  Dates  of  Operation;  231155  JtLly  1967  to  231650  July  1967. 

3. (0)  Location;  PIEI  YA  BO  (YA  854200) 

4. (U)  Commt'.nd  Headquartors :  Headquertors,  3d  Battalion,  Stli  Infantry 

5. (U)  Reporting  Officer:  Lieutenant  Colonel  Thomas  P  Lynch,  CO,  3d 
Battalion,  8th  Infantry 

6. (C)  Tusk  Organization  (during  tlie  actual  contact): 

A  3/8  Inf 
B  3/8  Irif 
G  3/3  Inf 

n  L  /'>r\  fr\C’\ 

xj  nx  ViAi^ 

A  5A6  Arty  (155  SP)  (Reinforcing) 

7. (C)  Supporting  Forces; 

a.  C/6/29  Arty  (DS)  provided  close-in  fire,  firing  a  total 
of  1894  rounds  in  supp'ort  of  tln'  operation. 

b.  A/5/i6  Arty  (Reinforeing  6/29  Arty)  provided  close-in  and 
blocking  fire,  firing  a  total  of  I488  rounds  in  support  of  the  operation. 

c,  C/5/16  Arty  (C<eneral  Support  Reinforcing)  provided  close-in, 
blocking  and  denial  fires,  firing  a  totA  of  1244  rounds  in  .support  of 

the  operation.  . 

d,  D/5A6  Arty  (Gonoral  .Support  Iteinforcing)  provided  do  so -in, ' 
blocking  and  denial  fires,  firing  a  total  of  1047  rounds  in  support  of 

the  operation, 

^  -Downgraded  at  3  yaar  interval 
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o.  A/G/H.  Arty  (OGii.-ral  Support  ncinforcing)  provided  cloco-in 
and  lilockinp;  j':i.r;'.i,  firing  r.  t,iital  ol  21  .r^undn  in  r.upxinrt  of  the  operation. 

f.  ;i/6/l4  Arty  (nonoi'al  ^ppoi’t)  provit^ed  clonc-iu  and  blocking 
fxj.'os,  firing  a  total  of  596  roundf;  in  oupport  of  tlio  operation. 

g.  G/6/lJi.  Arty  (fonor^iJ,  Support)  provided  close-lii  and  blocking 
fire  a,  firing  n  total  of  31  I’oxuidr  in  rupport  of  tlio  opxjration. 

li.  D/4/42  Arty  (DS  1/12  luf)  provided  closo-iu.  blocking  and 
dordal  fircs,  firing  a  total  of  361  roundn  in  support  of  tlio  operation. 

i.  Artillery  fii’cs  vroro  erfoebivo  as  blocking,  k.rrassing  and 
denial  fires,  itiring  t.lie  contact  and  the  night  Iranediatoly  follo^rin;'  the 
contact,  a  total,  of  6688  rounds  of  artillery  ucTn  fired, 

i .  Air.’  Ttequests  for  imodiato  and  continuous  air  siroport  vrorc 
forw.arded  tlirourjli  tlio  VAC  to  the  .Ail’  Force,  Tlioro  uem  a  tot.'vl  '  12  F-lOO 
sortioG  flow!  during  tlie  actual  period  of  ongagcircnt.  Three  cv.  .icso  ijoir: 
diiXjctod  at  troops  in  the  open  at  corrdinato  YA  855135*  Ten  INA  r  JA  were 
found  in  that  vicinity  duiing  the  ffubsoquent  sweepj  houover,  it  ic 
imdotcmincd  as  to  v/hothcr  they  Iiad  been  killed  by  artillery  or  air  strikes. 
Vivo  sorties  ’iicro  directed  at  troops  in  the  open  at  coordinate  YA  855190; 
twenty  ih/A  illA  worci  found  in  tliab  area.  Tvro  sorties  were  directed  at  an 
Oi'.cnay  escape  route  at  coordiriates  YA  843184?  results  of  tliesc  sorties  arc 
undetenninod.  An  oiioiiiy  base  camp  at  coordinate  YA  865185  was  struck  by  2 
sortica;  21  lA'A  KLi  were  found  in  tliat  vicinity.  Haring  tlia  ensuing  night, 
two  combat  sipyspots  were  flown  as  part  of  the  denial  effort.  One  Sortie 
wa.s  flovm  by  an  F-lOO  and  was  directed  at  coordinate  Yat  879201; ,  tl.’.o  otlier 
sortie  vras  flovm  by  a  S--57  and  ;;as  directed  at  coordinate  LI  887177.  Results 
of  tlio  slryspots  are  luiknoim. 

k.  US  Anry  Aviation: 

(1)  Gu’Tslrip  support  was  provided  by  D  Troop,  1st  Squadron, 

10th  Cavaliy  and  ’bho  AGSault  Platoon  of  tk.'  119th  Avl.ntion  Company,  52d 
.Aviation  battalion,  'iiii’ciUghout  tlic  cont-aot.  a  mninuiri  of  one  pair  of  gunships 
remained  on  station  imriicdiatoly  responsive  to  tl'UJ  TOquii'cniKints  of  tho  battalion 
comr.”ancl<5  r, 

(2)  Lift  support  for  tlic  displacer.cnt  of  tlK  rooojmaiasance 
platoon  and  A/3/8  lufantiy  was  provided  by  the  lS9th  Aviation  Go  and  tlio 
119tli  Aviation  Company  of  tho  52d  Aviation  Battalion  and  by  olu:  cuts  of  'the 
4th  Aviation  Battalion, 

8.(C)  I.i.vbclllgenco : 

a.  The  terrain  in  tlio  cnnta.ct  area  is  ’prir.’arily  single  canopy 
with  thick  imdcrbiTish  and  secondary  grov/th.  The  trees  arc  about  50  feet  tall 
and  from  12--29  inchCvS  in  dioi-wtcr.  Fields  of  fine  are  liiilti: d  to  about 

30-50  m.ctcrs  iai  the-  area,  f  the  G  Co  CP,  ’  vicinity  c.^'rUini’to' YA354199.  L 

this  are;.;  fields  of  fire  lun  up  to  75  motors  in  the  southi  3-30  inotcrs  in  tho 
north  and,  c:;st,  and  are  unliriitod  in  tho  west. 

b.  yeathor  at  the  time  of  the  contact  vras  hot  and  clear.  Visi¬ 
bility  was  unlii-utod .  Dui’ij-ig  tUro  nd.ght  it  w.ts  partly  cloudy  wj.th  -light 
so.'ittc'i'od  .^hov’ors . 

c.  The  enemy  units  involved  included  the  4th,  5th  ano.  0-bu 
battalions  of  tho  32d  VVA  Regiment,  Eloraonts  from  all  three  battalions 
participated  in  the  attack.  Enemy  strength  of  tlie  combined  force  is  esti¬ 
mated  at  between  1000  and  1200  personnel, 

. u,  Tlie  .:  ..'ry .s' U'.n’.vily  anned  vd-tu  AF.  47 's,  nl'p  light  mi  chine 

.yms  and  3/|0  rockets.  IiPG-7's  wore  also  used.  82nm  and  oOmm  mortar  fire  was 
employed  against  C  Corpany  CP  with  negligible  results  duo  to  rapid  suppression 
by  friendly  artill.lory  fire  and  tdrstriko.s.  One  82r:)m  mortar  was  seen  destroyed 

cl.'i ')  A/  yC-/  ,0  £  A/  ^  C 
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by  artillery  firo,  another  \n.\B  later  captured  by  ground  forcce  uhoro  it  Imd 
boon  abatadonod  by  tlic  witlidi’nwing  enony, 

o,  Tl)o  morale  and  discipline  of  tlio  IWA  'iJac  C  nsii’crcd  Mgli.  ,They 
woro  ;«11  ariTEd.  Thoir  vuiiforriis  vrom  of  khalci  and  included  both  short  and 
long  trousers.  JIo  distinction  could  be  mdo  or  conclusions  drawn  as  to  who 
wore  long  or  shoit  trousers.  There  were  sojie  black  PJ's  worn  under  the 
klrilds  and  a  few  of  tlx)  onoTriy  wore  a  laixturc  of  blade  PJ’s  and  Idiakis,  Hoad- 
gcar  includcsd  cloth  bush  hats,  pith  liolnota  _  and  woven  bamboo  with  plastic 
coverings . 

f .  Enoi;'/  losses  in  additi.on  to  I84  OTA  KIA  (BC)  are  estir.iatod 
at  150-200  KI/l,  200-250  VJL\  for  a  total  of  534-634  OTA  casualties  in  the  32d 
lOTi  Pogimont,  thereby  dcci’easing  its  conibat  strength  by  more  tlian  50^. 
Additionally,  10  PCW*s  wore  capti.irod. 

9.(G)  Mission;  3/8  Infantry  to  establish  a  fire  support  base  vicinity 
coordinates  ZA  891252  and  conduct  S  &  D  operations  and  maintain  siirvoillanco 
in  G(3siE?aed  AO. 

10, (C)  Concept  of  Operations;  3/8  Infantry  ostablished  its  fire 
saxpport  base  at  I’A  891252  on  I4  July  1967.  B  and  C  Companies  then  moved  by 
foot  l‘ron  tho  fire  sup'.Kirt  baso  to  tlie  ^rostorn  sector  of  tte  battalion’s  AO, 

The  f5  re  support  haso  was  initially  secured  by  tho  reconnaissance  platoon, 
laortar  platoon  and  artillery  porsonnol.  A  Company,  OPCON  to  l/l2  Infantry 
on  14  July,  returned  to  OPCON  3/8  Infantry  on  I606OO  July  1967  and  closed 
into  tho  fire  support  baso  to  assume  tho  security  mission  and  servo  as 
battalion  reserve. 


11, (C)  Execution; 

a,  Evonts  prior  to  tlio  contact; 

(1)  Eic  mission  of  B  &  C  Companies  for  23  July  1967  was  to 
patrel  from  ostablishod  coirpany  bases  vicinity  coordiaato  lA  853199  (3  Co)  and 
lA  856197  (C  Co).  A  Co,  located  at  the  battalion’s  fire  base  was  in  resoi’ve, 
Purthor  guidance  concoming  tho  i.iission  was  disseminated  by  tlic  following 
pertinent  I'cssacps. 

22J.715  July;  Advised  B  and  C  Coipruiios  of  pos.siblc  OTA 
ac!tiv3,ty  to  tho  south  and  west  of  tljcir  location  (based  upon  intelligence  of 
a  "Snoopy"  aircraft), 

221923  Jwly;  B  and  C  Companies  were  notific  to  liold  tlcir 
patrols  on  the  23d  uitil  notified  by  tho  battalion  CO. 

230700  July;  B  and  0  Gorpanios  were  directed  to  initiate 
reconnaissance  patrolling  when  ready, 

(2)  At  230905  Julj'',  three  reconnaissance  patrols  dcpai'tod 

B  Co  CP  and  procccdod  north,  nortlnvost  and  southwest.  At  the  same  time,  tlireo 
patrols  of  C  Co  departed  tho  coipcuiy  CP  and  patrolled  to  tlio  southwest  and 
south.  Tho  disposition  of  B  and  C  comp-any  at  the  tirxj  of  tho  initial  contact 
(231155  July)  is  as  indicated  in  indosurc  1. 


b.  Events  during  t.}ic  contact;  Tlic  following  is  a  chronological 
aaquoncG  of  events  which  occurred  during  tho  period  of  the  contact. 

231150  July;  3d  Platoon,  returning  to  the  C  Company  CP  from 
tL’o  sotith  obSGi'Vod  2  OTA  to  tho  platoon’s  north  vicinity  coordinates  YA  855190. 
Tho  platoon  iTii/odiatoly  purarwd  while  the  company  commandor  directed  tlve  lot 
.'  Uatoon  bo  i;it-u'.'.euv^;i’  uo  u  uj-oeKjUig  oosibioil.  j'.t  tliG  somo  turne  the  2d  Platoon 
was  returning  to  the  company  C''^, 

231155  July;  Tlio  platoon  leader  of  3d  Platoon,  Coii^Dany  C 
reported  tliat  tlio  platoon  vras  cut  off  and  siurrounded.  The  company  commander 
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ordercd  the  Ist  Platoon  to  the  relief  of  the  3cl  Platoonj  hov/ovor  the  .let 
Plal'.oon  o.'j.E  under  intonBive  or.iall  arms  and  nortar  fire  and  was  pirured  down, 
procludinp  tho  directed  relief.  At  this  tirio  the  C  Cer.rpaiiy  CormandGr  ordered 
the  2d  Platoon,  now  soib  SOO  i.ieters  southwest  of  tlB  company  porii.Bter  to  hold 
jji  place. 

231205  Julys  B  Company  was  directed  to  regroup  and  be  pro- 
parod  to  assist  C  Conpanj;-. 

231206  July:  The  first  ir/ir.iediatG  air  arrived  on  station  amod 
with  20r.ip.i  cannon  only,  having  delivered  its  bomb  lotd  prior  to  the  contact  in 
anotlier  ai’oa,  Tho  aircraft  stayed  on  station  at  tijo  contact  area  to  cover 
with  the  20r.in  cannon-, 

231207  July:  C  Conpany’s  3d  Platoon  Leader  reported  Ills 
pla.toon  sorgeant  and  RTO  had  been  killed.  iKirnediatoly  thereafter  all  comuni- 
cat.lon  vri-tli  the  platoon  was  lost. 

231216  July;  C  Coipany  CP  i-eceivod  IS  rounds  of  82m  mortar 
file.  Sir.Tultaneously,  ore  I'lVA  was  captured  at  tlic  C  Goipony  CP  location, 

231220  July:  B  Company  iras  directed  to  linkup  with  C  Conpany. 
231225  July;  B  Company''  received  automatic  weapons  fire  from 

tlB  southeast, 

231230  July;  B  Company  star-tod  moving  toward  C  Company  CP, 
231235  July:  Tho  fii-st  ground  attack  was  initiated  against 
C  Company's  CP.  At  this  tir.io  the  gunsldps  were  ordered  in  to  fire  south  of  C 
Corpany's  CP.  Tlie  ground  attack  v/as  repelled  by  a  coribination  of  close  combat, 
artillery  and  gunship  fire  and  tho  onerij'  withdraw  soutli/southwost, 

231237  July;  B  Company  started  receiving  mortar  and  siall  arras 
;^roapons  fire,  tom  orarily  pinning  the  unit  dovin;  ho\>BVer,  it  was  ordered  to 
con'tiinue  r.oving  a;ul  effect  its  linlc-up  with  C  Corpany  The  company 

starto:’:  :  oving  a.gr.in, 

231240  July:  A  second  ground  attack  -was  initiated  against  tlje 
C  Corpajiy  CP,  Again  the  jWA  wore  repelled  by  close  combat,  artillery  and 
gunship  fires,  Reinf'orcer.onts  aiTiving  from  B  Company  contributed  to  re- 
■■iolllng  the  durin, ;  this  a.'ut.-.ck, 

231245  July;  B  Coxpany  effected  its  link-up  wdth  C  Company, 

Tlie  first  f'illy  loaded  ,';ir  Force  aircraft  arrived  on  the  scene. 

231254  July;  B  Company  coxmterattaclccd  southeast  and  south 
from  the  C  Cci.pany  poriumtor,  Corpany  C,  3d  Battalion,  12th  Infantr5>-  was 
placed  on  standby  alert  for  committment  to  tlio  3d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry,  in 
event  A  GompaJiy,  3d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  was  commit'lcd  to  tlie  battle, 

231306  July;  3  Company,  swooping  south  and  southeast  continued 
to  receive  sporadic  sriull  an:!o  fire,. 

231320  July:  An  airstrike  vras  executed  against  enemy  in  the 
open  at  coordinates  YA  855185. 

231340  July;  An  airstrike  was  executed  against  eremy  troops 
in  open  at  coordina-tes  YA  855190, 

231350  July;  B  Troop.  1st  Squadron,  10th  Cavalry  was  placed 
OPGON  to  3/8  Infantry  and  directed  to  move  to  the  contact  area. 

231417  July;  B  Corpany,  2d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry(Mech)  was 
placed  OPCON  to  3/8  Infantry  and  directed  to  move  to  the  contact  area, 

231445  Julys  A  Company,  3d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  was  air¬ 
lifted  into  the  battle  area.  Lift  tendnated  at  2315IO, 

231445  July;  iui  airstrike  was  executed  against  enemy  troops 
in  the  open  at  coordiinates  YA  355190. 

231500  July:  CO,  3d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  ordered  B  and  C 
Companies  to  sweep  the  area,  then  dig  in  and  remain  in  tho  battle  area  over¬ 
night. 

231527  July;  A  tank  from  B  Troop,  1st  Squadron,  10th  Cavalry 
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hit  a  iTilno  at  coordinatos  I/i  857230,  tonporarily  lialting  tho  progress  of  the 
troop  closing  on  tho  contact  area. 

231527  Jtily;  2d  Platoon,  Conpany  C,  3d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry 
linhcd  up  uith  tho  reminder  of  the  3d  Platoon  of  G  Conpany.  At  tlds  time 
it  was  verified  that  both  the  platoon  Ic-  idor  and  platoon  sergeant  of  the  3d 
Platoon  liad  been  killodu 

'?31530  July:  Conpany  B,  3d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  closed  with 
G  Company's  2d  and  3d  Platoons.  CoiiDany  A  was  directed  to  rove  to  vicinity 
coordinates  lA  854195  at  this  tim. 

231538  July;  B  Troop,  1st  Squ;.idron,  10  Cavalry  continuod  to 
mvo  to  tlio  area  of  contact.  Reconnaiss^mco  Platoon,  3d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry 
prepared  to  move  to  secure  the  mined  tank  of  B/l/lO  Cavalry  which  was  left  in 
place  ;dtli  a  platoon,  of  the  cavalry  trc.'Op, 

231615  July:  Cotfiany  B,  2d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  bccacE 
OPCOH  to  3d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  and  was  diroctod  to  establish  a  blocking 
position  vicinity  coordinates  YA  839188. 

231630  July;  An  airstrike  was  placed  against  a  suspected 
enemy  base  canp  vicinity  YA  865I85.  (A:.roa  was  later  confin.iEd  as  a  base  canj) 
and  22  IPik  KLi  vrare  f-ound  at  tliat  location) . 

231645  July;  Reconnaiosanco  Platoon,  3d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry 
v;as  ai.rlifted  to  tlio  location  of  tlie  miiiod  tanlc.  Simultaneously,  tlic  last  lift 
of  Coi:pany  C,  3d  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  arrived  at  the  battalion  fire  support 
baso  to  provide  necessary  security.  These  lifts  v;erc;  both  conplotoj:':  at  231650. 

G,  Eventr.  wliich  occured  after  tlie  contact; 

231740  July:  B/I/IO  Cavalry  linked  up  with  Coirpany  A,  3d 
•Battalion,  3th  I'lfantrj'  at  coordinate  YA  850198,  Tlicn  both  units  moved  to 
YA  853198  and  ostablisiiod  a  night  location.  C  Company  renainod  at  its 
established  company  CP  tluuughout  the  ni,glit, 

231830  July;  One  platoon  was  detached  from  B/l/lO  Cavalry  and 
attaclied  to  Coripairy  C. 

231900  Ju].y;  B  Company  closed  its  night  location  vicinity 

YA  857224. 


231930  Ju].y;  B/2/8  Infantry(Moch)  closed  into  night  location 
vicinity  YA  83 9188, 

Throughout  the  night  imi-tedlatcly  following  tho  contact,  H  &  I 
artillery  fires  and  blocking  fires  continiaod  to  be  fired  into  the  contact  area 
at  a  higli  rate,  Tlicso  fires  vjoro  control].ed  by  the  artillery  LNO,  on  location, 
in  tho  contact  area.  Company  C  was  returrc'd  to  the  battalion  fire  base  on 
24  July.  For  several  days  following  tho  contact,  S  &  D  operations  were 
continued  by  Co,  B  Go,  B/l/lO  Cavalry  a;id  B/2/8  InjT-'.ntr'/Mech)' in  an  effort 
to  regain  contact  vdth  tlio  onoirQ''  and  fuidihor  to  a.cco;..pli;:h  a  thorough  police 
'..'f  tlie  battlefield,  including  the  burl.'lng  of'onoi.y 'dead  t.ncl  recovery  of  enemy 
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12,  (G)  Pesult-s: 


a.  Enery  losses;  184  MA  KIA  (BC),  8  Mk  WLl  (POW),  2  NVA  POW 
uninjured,  31  AK  47,  9  RPD,  U  SKS,  7  B40,  2  RPG-7,  2  82mn  Mortar,  1  F-38  " 
Pistol,  1  Soviet  Carbine  (53) »  79  hand  grenades,  10  anti-tank  .grenades,  28 
B-40  rockets,  10  KPG-7  rockets,  9  32inr.i  mortar  rounds,  1  Bangalore  Torpedo,  2 
satoliol  charges,  15  82raD  noi'bar  firzes,  1  FM  Radio  complete  with  hand  and  liead 
set,  13,720  rounds  small  arms  anmunition,  60  canteens  with  cover,  40  ponchos, 
30  ar-'nunition  pads,  35  packs,  42  liaranocks,  17  holiiiets,  1:^  mile  wire,  15 
blocks  TUT,  23  aid  packets,  67  cntrencldng  tools,  78  magazines  and  assorted 
individual  dotliing. 
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b,  FrioncTly  Iossqs:  19  KIA  (IB  Co,  16  C  Co,  1  6/29  Arty,  1  Hq 
Co  )  j  37  evacuated  WIA  (14  B  Co,  22  C  Co,  1  6/29  Arty) ;  16  m  not  evacuated 
(C  Co);  0  MIA;  21  M-l6;  3  CAR-15;  3  W9j  3  pair  binocxilars;  1  shotgun;  4  M2 
Compasses;  17  lensatic  coipassos;  5  wristwatchea. 

13 *(0)  Adniniatratiivo  Matters; 

a.  Supply;  Resupply  was  initiated  on  23  July  and  was  lira! tod 
to  amnunitlon  and  water.  The  24th  of  July  was  a  full  resupply  day  for  A  and  B 
Corapanios  in  the  field, 

b.  Basic  Load  Data:  All  combat  troops  in  the  field  carried  tho 

fnlloidng- basic  load  of  armnunition:  M-16  -  600  rounds,  M-6o  -  2000  rounds, 
M-79  50  rounds  (he).  Shotgun  100-200  rounds. 

c.  Initial  treatnent  of  injured  was  conducted  by  organj.o  medics. 
All  t’/lA  were  evacuated  to  Jackson  Hole,  except  for  minor  injuries  on  23  July 
HLT  1800  hours,.. 

d.  Transportation;  N/A 

0.  Goranunications :  Communication  was  maintained  with  tie 
companies  by  direct  means,  Ito  communication  difficul.tiaS'  wore  onoounterod 
throughout  the  contact.  Communication  was  continuous. 

f .  Ifedical  Evaluation;  Of  the  US  OTA,  ten  wore  considered 
serious.  Nine  vere  returned  to  duty  and  the  remaindof  wore  evacuated  to 
higher  facilities, 

14,  (C)  Special  Equipment r  None 

15. (0)  Commander's  analysis;  There  wore  no  civil  affairs  activities 
conducted. 

16,  Rocommendation:  0r:.ntainoc’  in  loosens  loair^d, 

17.  Lossons  Learned;  Soe  attaclied  lesson  learned  fonrats. 

ACKNOWLEDGE; 
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SUBJECT;  Coribat  ^ptM'.'vtiong  After  Actions  Report  (RCS:  MACV  J-3132) 


11  Incl 

1.  Terraii.'  Slcctcb  -  Contact  Area 

2.  Coinbat  Lesson  JeaiTioc;  -  Conduct  Training  in  Foreign  Weapons 

3.  CoMbat  Tjosson  Loaxued  -  Wlien  patrolling  frora  a  coripuny  base,  leave 
clayiforo  idnes  Tiiploynci  around  the  base. 

4.  Conbat  Lesson  Learned  -  Units  should  carry  a  "heavy^*  basic  load  of 
smll  art  IS  armmition  for  individual  and  crow  served  voapons  while  conducting 
S  £:  D  operations, 

5.  Coribnt  Ijesson  Lcsanied  -  Srall  units  which  arc  separated  from  tlieir 
parent  unit  should  change-  to  the  battalion  froquoncy  to  facilitate  the  laost 
effoctivo  cormiand  and  control, 

6.  Coinbat  Jjesson  loarnod  -  Insure  that  a  separate  supply  of  small  anas 
ai'Viiunition,  claymores  and  g:ronados  is  on  liand  on  tlie  fire  support  base 

po rime tor. 

7.  Combat  lesson  Learned  -•  A  nDqulrenent  exists  for  a  concealable  radio 
antenna. 

8.  Combat  lesson  Loamod  -  Ovcriiead  covor  in  open  areas  should  be  oitlier 
of  a  vorj''  lov;  silouliette  or  nc''-  utilized. 

9.  Combat  Losson  Leanud  •  Cousidorable  ovickmco  exists  tliat  tATA  reserve 
elements  normally  foj.loiii  from  ISiQ— 2000  meters  behind  their  main  attacking 
force  a 

10.  Combat  Losson  Learned  -  It  is  essential  that  a  swoop  bo  made  in  depth, 
immediately  after  a  contact,  to  deteiT.iino  with  validity  the  number  of  cnorny 
dead  and  to  captui’o  those  enemy  wounded  still  in  the  battle  area. 

11,  Combat  Lesson  Loamod  -  Adjustment  of  close-in  artillery  fires  from 
200-410  j-ioters  from  tlio  perimeter  edge  is  to  bo  accoKplished  by  tlie  artllery 
FO  on  the  ground.  All  other  fires  inducing  blocking,  TAG  Air,  and  gun- 
ships  should  bo  controlled  by  the  battalion  commander. 

DISTRIBUTION; 
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1,  Combat  Lesson  Learned:  Condnct  training  in  forcigi;'  weapons. 

Item;  Employmont  of  fallen  eno.-.y  \iroap-'ns  against  the  oneny. 

Discussion:  During  tho  contact,  soro  porsonnol  of  B  and  C  Coisipanies  wore 
forced  to  use  available  IWA  weapons  due  to  damgo  to  tL'itr  oim  weapons, 

Observatii-jn:  NVA  weapons  were  used  effectivoly  by  frierdly  forces  against 
the  I'A'A. 

2,  Supporting  Facts; 

a.  Source  of  information:  C.  npany  Cormanders,  3d  .Bn,  8th  Inf, 

b.  Unit;  B  and  C  Conpanics,  3d  3n  3th  Inf, 

c.  Activltj''  being  conducted:  Contact  with  cstii'.uitod  Roglment  while 
on  S  (S:  D  mission, 

d.  Date;  23  July  1967. 
o.  Location;  YA354197 

fc  Weather:  Hot  and  clear  with  imlii-iitod  visibility. 

g.  Enemy;  Type:  NVA. 

Estimted  strength;  Reginant, 

Disposition:  Above  ground,  moving, 

h.  How  contact  was  mdo;  Tlio  tidrd  platoon  of  Company  C,  3d  Bn,  8th  Inf 
initiated  contact  by  engaging  an  IIVA  security  olemon'*’ 

i.  Tine  of  initial  contact;  1155  hours, 

j.  Ijongth  of  tine  in  contact;  4  hours,  55  riinutos, 

k.  How  contact  was  broken;  HVA  broke  contact  by  withdrawing  to  tto  south, 

l.  SuTi-mary  of  events  from  which,  tlic  com.bc.t  lesson  learned  is  drawn: 

Because  of  tlie  intense  contact  a!.T.d  close  coribat  of  tte  action,  some  individuals 
wore  forced  to  utilize  ouony  weapons  after  tteir  individual  ijoapons  were  damrn^d 
Due  to  prior  familiarization  with  enemy  weapons  tlie  infantrymen  wore  able  to 
effectively  use  the  NVA  weapons.  Weapons  employed  included  tho  AI<-47,  tlie  .SKS 
and  tho  RPD  light  machine  gun.  Knowledge  of  tlieso  v/eapons  undoubtedly  reduced 
friendly  casmltios  and  increasod  enemy  casualties. 
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1,  Combat  Losnons  Learned:  Wlicn  patrolling  from  a  company  baao,  leave 
..  Gloymoros  employed  around  tlie  base. 

Item;  Employment  of  clayr.ioro  rdnos  ai’ound  a  company  patrol  base. 

Discussion:  During;,  tlie  contact,  Cor.ipary  '  ■ruL/. 't. y  C  uli;  <■  ih.r-:' 
bpor  till;'  .‘,s  patrol  'oasos  r,  ;^ollLjd  r;:pc  ted  pround' attoclcs  arjaiaist  tlxiir  ijori- 
i-utors,  E:  .placed  cl- yju)r._  :iin-js  contidl-'.itod  to  mpplllng  the  energy. 

Obsorvation:  Cornoctly  omployod  claymore  mines  wore  very  offoctivo 
against  onomy  around  attacks  in  relatively  open  areas. 

2.  Supporting  Facts: 

a.  Source  of  Information:  Cor.iixuiy  Coiimnders,  3d  Bn,  Sth  Inf. 

b.  Unit;  B  and  C  Companios,  3d  Bn,  Sth  Inf. 

Co  Activity  beinc  conducted:  Contact  with  cstinaued  KVA  Regiment 
wlillo  on  S  S:  D  mission.  Spocifically,  defense  of  a  company  patrol  base  was 
being  conducted  which  centributed  tlds  lesson  learned. 

d.  Date:  23  July  1967 

G,  Location:  YA85'd97. 

f .  Weather ♦.  Hot  anoi  clear  vdth  unlimito.d  visibility. 

g.  Eiwmy:  Typo;  MVA. 

Estimated  Surongth:  Regiment ; 

Disposition;  Attacking  across  open  terrain. 

h.  Hov;  contact  was  made;  The  third  platoon  of  Company  C,  3d  Bn,  8th 
Inf  initiated  contact  while  patrolJing,  The  enemy  forac  tlien  continued  tlie 
contact  by  attacking  the  coiapany  petr-ol  base. 

i.  Tiine  of  initial  contact:  1155  hours. 

j.  length  of  tirm  in  contacts  4  hours,  55  ninutoB, 

k.  How  contact  vras  broken:  H\UL  broke  contact  bji-  arithdravring  to  the 

south, 

l.  Sui.imiy  of  events  from  which  tte  combat  lesson  learned  is  drawn: 
Company  G,  3d  Bn,  Sth  Infantry  had  loft  their  claymores  enplaced  prior  to  tlie 
contact,  Consoquontiy,  the  platoon  securing  the  company  b^e  was  able  to 
sustain  its  defense  and  rcpel  groiind  attacks  from  a  numerically  superior  enemy 
force  until  reinforced  by  Company  B.  TTie  devastating  effect  of  tlie  emplaced 
claymores  and  their  instant  availability  contributed  significantly  to  repelling 
those  attacks.  It  is  lil.^lily  desirable  tlierofoi’o,  when  operating  from  a  company 
base,  to  leave  claymores  in  place  daily  and  change  their  positions  just  prior 
to  darkness. 
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'l.  '  Combat  Lcnson  Loamod:  Units  should  carry  a  "hoavy*'  basic  load  of 
small  arms  ammunition  for  individual  and  crew  served  weapons  while  conducting 
■C  &  D  oporatic-ns. 

Item:  T3aci,c  load  of  aiT.iunition  for  individual  and  crow  served  weapons. 

Discussions  Prior  to  and  during  the  contact,  Company  C  and  Gor.pany  B 
had  more  than  the  nornial  basic  load  of  Jimnunition  for  individual  and  crow  scivod 
weapons  on  hand. 


Observation:  Company  B  and  Company  C  carried  considorably  noif;  tl.'an  a 
norr.ial  basic  load  of  small  arms  aimumition.  It  is  doubtfiil  that  they  could  lu?.ve 
sustained  tlienselves  through  the  contact,  which  lasted  more  than  four  h.-urs,  tad 
they  tad  a  normal  basic  load  of  ai-munition. 

2.  Supporting  Facts: 


a.  Squxice'  of  Information:  Battalion  and  Compariy  Oomaandors,  3d  Bn, 
Bth  - 


b.  Unit:  3d  Bn,  dth  Inf. 

G.  Activity  being  oonduatodt  Clontnct  with  ostinated  OTA  Regiment 
vfldlo  -on  S  &  D  mission. 

d.  Date;  23  July  1967. 

G.  Location:  YAo 54197 


f .  VIoathor;  Hot  and  clear  with  unlimited  visibility. 

g.  Dncmir:  Typo;  NVA, 

FiStimatod  Dtrongth;  Regiment. 

Disposition:  Above  ground,  moving, 

h.  How  contact  was  iiale;  The  third  platcon  of  Company  C,  3d  Bn,  8th 
Inf  initiated  contact  by  engaging  an  OTA.  security  element. 


i.  Tine  of  initial  contact*  1155  hours. 

j.  Length  of  tiiiie  in  contact;  4  hours,  55  iiunutcs. 

k.  How  contact  was  brolcen;  OTA  broke  contact,  by  withdrawing  to  the 

south, 

l.  .-iummi'.ry  of  events  from  vihicU  the  combat  lesson  learned  is  drawn; 
Prior  to  the  contact  the  Battalion  Co),imander  had  established  .a  SOP  ttat  the 
companies  would  cr'.rry  a  mlninuii  of  600  romids  per  Ml6,  2000  rounds  per  M60,  50 
rounds  per  l.i79  gronado  launcher  and  as  rvmy  grenades  as  possible.  It  was  later 
ucterr.u.nod  tha.t  the  NVA  carried  approximately  100  rounds  per  SKS,  150  rounds 
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por  AK-47  and  fonr  rockots  per  launclior  (B-40  and  RPG-7) .  Because  B  and  C 
Companies  wore  carrying  this  "heavy"  basic  load,  tljey  wore  able  to  siistodfi 
tlionsolvos  (!uring  the  iwriod  of  contact  tind  gain  si.iall  arr.ts  firo  superiority. 
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1,  Combat  Lesson  Learned ;  Small  units  which  are  separted  from  thair 
parent  unit  should  change  to  the  battalion  fiTjquency  to  facilitate  the  most 
effective  command  and  control. 

Item:  Comiiitind  and  Control  of  small  units  separted  from  their  parent 

unit. 


Discussion:  Durinj;  tto  conuactj,  sore  oloBonts  of  tlie  companies  wore 
separted  and  co-Lild  not  closo  with  their  parent  unit. 

Observation:  Effective  command  and  control  was  maintained  because 
tlieso  elements  clianged  to  the  battalion  frequency.  Artillery  and  air  support 
ciould  thorjfoi'o  be  offoctivcly  cmployad  because  tlie  location  and  disposition 
of  tliesG  elements  was  at  all  times  lounm. 

2 .  Supporting  Facts : 

a.  Source  of  information:  Battalion  and  compiany  commanders,  Cd  0n, 
Stli  Infantry. 

b.  Unit:  B  and  C  Companljes,  .3d  Bn,.  8th  Infanti^r, 

c.  (Ictivity  being  conducted:  Contact  with  ostimated  NVA  Pagiront 
uldlfi  on  S  &  D  mission. 

■d.  Pate:  23  July  1967 

Q.  Location:  TA8 54197 

f.  Weatlter:  Hot  and  clear  with  unlimited  visibility, 

g.  Enor^*:  Type :  N\'A 

Estimated  Strength:  Begijaent 
Bispo sition :  Above  groTuid,  moving, 

h.  How  contact  was  mde:  Tho  'liiird  platoon  of  Company  C,  3d  Bn, 
8th  Infantry  initiated  contact  by  engagi.ng  and  NVA  security  element, 

i.  Time  of  initial  contact:  1155  hours 

j.  Length  of  time  in  contact;  4  hours  55  riinutes 

k.  How  contact  xjas  broken;  NVA  broke  contact  by  withdrawing  to 
tiie  south, 

l.  Summary  of  events  from  wMch  the  combat  lesson  is  draxm;  Prior 
to  the  contact,  a  battalion  SOP  Imd  boon  ostablisltod  tliat  requfjed  elemants 
separated  from,  tlicir  parent  unit  during  a  contact  to  switch  to  tlie  battalion 
frequency  when  so  directed,  Tliis  proco'uro  enabled  the  battalion  comrunder 
and  artillery  liaison  officer  bo  most  effectively  control  and  support  by 
fire  the  separated  units.  In  one  case,  a  squad  of  B  Co  was  separated  from 
the  company  by  soire  distanCG Sinco  tlra  main  element  of  tlio  company  was  in 
Contact,  tlie  company  commander  diroctod  tlie  squad  leader  to  cliaiige  to  the 
battalion  frequency.  In  another  situation,  a  platoon  was  separntod  from  C  Co 
because  the  platoon  and  the  company  wore  both  In  lieavy  contact  in  separate 
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areas.  In  both  casoo  tlic  exact  location  of  tlio  soparatod  olonents  was 
known  and  direct  coordination  of  fires  was  affected  between  tlic-  separated 
unj.ts  and  the  br.ttalioti  coiimndor  on  tlie  battalion  frequency. 
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1.  CoBibat  Ij3Sson  Ijcamcd:  Insure  that  a  vSoparatG  supply  of  amall 
anna  annniunition,  claymores  and  cronadea  is  on  hand  on  the  fire  support  base 
po rime ter. 


Item:  /iimnunition  available  on  tlie  fire  support  base  porimoter. 

Discussion:  During  the  cobtact,  Co  A,  the  company  assigned  tlie 
m'-ssion  of  secui’ity  of  tlie  fire  support  base,  was  rapidly  cormiittod  to  the 
contact  area-  rtirrijlrang  other  forces  to  secure  the  porirDtor, 

ObSGi'vation:  Because  an  independent  s’jpply  of  small  arms  ammunition, 
clayi, lores  and  grenades  was  on  liaiid  at  the  defensive  positions  on  the  fire 
support  base  pnidiJBtcr,  there  was  no  decrease  in  tlis  effectiveness  of  tlie 
defenses  of  tlie  peiixcter  because  of  ammunition  shortages . 

2,  .Supporting  Facts: 

a.  Source  of  information:  Br.-ttalion  Commander,  3d  Bn,  8th  Infantry 

b.  Unit;  3d  Bn,  8th  Infantiyr 

c.  Activity  being  conducted:  Relief  of  a  company  securing  n  fire 
support  base  porimeter  by  other  personnel  within  tte  fire  support  base  and 
later  by  another  company. 

cl.  Date:  23  July  1967 

e.  Location:  IA392251 

f .  Woather:  Hot  and  clear  with  unlimited  vicibility, 

g.  Enemy;  Typo:  WJK 

Estimated  Strength;  Regiment 
Disposition;  Above  ground,  moving 

h.  How  contact  was  made ;  N/A 

i.  Time  of  initial  contact:  N/A 

j.  Length  of  time  in  contact;  N/A 

k.  How  contact  was  broken;  H/A 

l.  Svar;mi.Ta.ry  of  events  from  which  tho  combat  lesson  learned  is 
drawn;  During  the  contact,  tlie  decision  was  made  to  reinforce  tho  units  in 
contact  by  corrimittr.ient  of  the  secuinty  company  for  tho  battalion  fire  support 
base.  Because  necos.sary  sr.iall  arms,  grenades  and  claynoros  were  stockpiled 
on  tlie  fire  .support  base  perimeter,  the  original  company  was  able  to  rapidly 
deploy  idth  its  ba.3ic  load  while  leaving  the  dofensivo  positions  of  the  fire 
support  baso  intact  and  in,stantly  effective  for  the  relieving  force. 
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1.  Combat  Lesson  Learned;  A  requirement  exists  for  a  concoalabld  radio 
antenna. 


Item;  Portable  radio  antonna  signature. 

Discussion:  The  antenna  of  tlio  portable  is  readily  idontifiri:;lo 
by  enemy  forces. 

Observation;  Enemy  forces  concentrate  their  fi3res  on  radio  operators 
and  leaders,  knowing  that  friendly  forces  vdll  be  less  effective  >fl.thout 
these  personnel.  The  radio  antenna  helps  identify  tlie  radio  operator. 

2,  Supporting  Facts: 

a.  Source  of  info riTcit ion;  Company  Comrn.andGrs,  3d  Bn  8th  Infantry 

b.  Unit:  3d  Bn  8th  Infantry 

c.  Activity  being  conducted:  Contact  with  SvStimated  IT®.  Rogiment 
while  on  S  &  D  mission, 

d.  u.  23  July  19^17 

e.  Location:  YA85A197 

f .  IJoatlicr;  Plot  and  clear  with  unlijiiited  visibility. 

g.  Enemy;  Typo;  IWA 

Estimated  Strenghth:  Pieginent 
Disposition;  Above  ground,  moving, 

ii.  Hov;  contact  was  made;  The  tPiird  platoon  df  Company  Cp  3d 
Battalion,  3th  Infantry  initiated  contact  by  eng?.ging  an  NVA  security  element. 

i.  Time  of  initial  contact;  1155  hours 

j.  Length  of  tiro  in  contact;  4  hours  55  minutes 

k.  How  contact  was  broken;  ITVA  broke  contact  by  withdrawing  to 
tlic  south, 

l.  Summary  of  events  from  whicPi  tlie  combat  lesson  learned  is  drawn: 
During  tPie  contact  the  radio  operator  of  tlie  tPilrd  platoon  of  Company  C  was 
killed  iirimediately  after  tpie  contact  began.  The  platoon  leader,  \ho  was  later 
also  killed,  operated  tpie  radio  but  stated  tliat  the  NVA  liad  him  and  the  radio 
zeroed  in. 


Inclosure  7 


1,  Ccriat  L33S0H  laarnoa:  Overhead  cover  Is  open  areas  sheiULd  bg  either 
of  a  very  low  silouhette  or  not  utilized^ 


Itejg:  Overhead  cover  in  open  areas, 

Discussion:  Construction  of  an  overhead  covor  provides  ^n  inpreased 
target  size  for  B40  rocket  lavmqhera,  Tliese  launchers  are  a  grealjiar  threat 
to  the  security  of  a  friendly  prijgaiep  than  mortars,  duo  to  the  jpjtnpojpit 
accuracy  of  tte  launcfier,  TlneroforSi  all  ovorliead  cover  shculd  pipvi(|i  tlie 
lowest  possible  silouhette  or  pveytead  should  not  bo  utilize^j 

Observation:  m''A  B-40  Rocket  fires  relatively  incfloctive 

during  ttie  contact  because  tliera  wen^  no  suitable  targets,  C  Com^ny  liad 
no  overhead  and  its  open  positions  wsyo  difificult  to  detect  in  tl^  grass, 

2,  Supporting  Facts; 


a.  Source  of  information?  CoiJ^n^  Coramnderi  3d  Bn  8th  In;^antiy 

b.  Unit;  3d  Battalion,'  8th  Infantry 

c.  Activity  being  ODnduqtod;  Contact  with  estimated  WfA  Rqgimsnt 
while  on  S  &  D  mission. 


d.  Date;  23  July  I967 
o.  Location;  yA854197 

f.  V/eatliar;  Hot  and  clear  with  unlimited  vioibillty, 

g.  Enemy;  Type;  NVA 

Estimated  Strengthi  Regiment 
Disposition;  Ahov6  ground,  moving, 

h.  How  contact  was  made:  Tlsa  third  platoon  of  Company  p,  3'^ 
Battalion,  8th  Infantry  initiated  contact  by  engaging  on  NVA  socu^ty  element. 


i.  Time  of  initial  Contact;  JL15?  hours 

\ 

J,  Length  of  time  in  contact?  4  hour3|  55  minutes 

k.  How  contact  wns  broken^  NVA  bpoke  contact  by  withdrawing  to 
the  south, 

l,  Summary  of  events  from  whieb  the  combat  losson  loarnad  ^3  drawn: 
Many  B-40  rocket  rounds  landed  wltliin  the  Company  C  perimeter  cauf.ng  some 
castmd.  ties,;  however,  it  is  felt  that  casualties  were  minimul  beo^usq  there 
were  no  Imrd  targets  for  tlio  B"-4Q*P» 


Inclosure  8 


CoAJ  F {0£AJ  r/ f-lL. 
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1.  Conbat  Lesson  Learned:  C&n3idorab3j0  ovidonee  exists  thnt  NVA  reserve 
elements  noiBaUy  follow  from  1500-2000  meters  behind  their  main  attacking 
force. 


Ik.em;  Location  of  I'lVA  reserve  elements. 

Digcussiuu;  A  knowledge  of  tiio  location  of  eneiiiy  reserves  can 
facilitate  total  destruction  of  an  enemy  force. 

Observation:  Artillery  and  airstrikes  at  a  distance  of  from  I5OO- 
2000  re  tens  from  tlie  main  contact  area  caused  jriany  casualties  among  WA 
personnel.  It  is  considered  that  tliose  personnel  were  tho  reserves  for  tlio 
attacking  forces. 

2,  Supporting  Facts; 

a.  Source  of  informtion:  Battalion  Commander,  3d  Battalion,  Sth 

Infantry 

b.  Unit;  3d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry 

G.  Activity  being  conducted;  Contact  with  estimated  KVA  Regiment 
v/hile  on  S  &  D  mission. 

d.  Date:  23  July  1967 

0.  Location:  IA85a97 

f ,  V/oatlicr;  Hot  and  clear  with  unlimited  visibility, 

g«  Lneiiiy;  Type;  MVA 

Estimated  Strength:  Regiment 
Divsposition:  Above  ground,  moving 

h.  How  contact  was  made:  Tlie  third  platoon  of  Comapny  C,  3<3 
Battalion,  8th  Infantry  initiated  contact  by  engaging  an  NVA  security  elemont, 

1,  Tims  of  initial  contact;  1155  houro 

k.  How  Contact  v;as  broken:  HVA  broke  contact  by  withdrawing  to 
tho  South. 

l.  Stmmiary  of  o vents  from  which  tte  combat  lesson  learned  is  drewn: 
Visual  roconnaissaJico  substantiated  considerable  movement  of  cneny  personnel 
at  distances  of  up  to  2000  meters  from  the  main  contact  ai’oa.  Artillery  and 
airstrikes  were  placed  on  these  targets.  Later,  largo  nuTiibers  of  enory 
casualties  wore  found  at  those  locations. 


Inclosuro  9 


<Zo/j  ,‘^j  a  /ii'A.' 

1«  Coriba.t  I/5G3on  Leamod:  It  is  ossantinl  that  a  avroep  be  nado  in 
depth,  iranodlately  rJ^tor  a  contact,  doton-lno  witli_validity  tlio  nuribor  of 
eneiny  dead  and  to  capture  those  enomy  wounded  still  in  the  battle  area# 

Item:  Swoop  of  battle  area  after  a  contact. 

Discussion;  Imneidintoly  after  a  liaevy  contact,  there  ray  be  nany 
enemy  veunded  still  within  the  contact  atob.  Pur tlie more,  nnny  of  the  etnuy 
dead  tay  not  liavo  been  evac  ue,ted,  i\n  iimiediato  swoop  will  faoilitato 
capturing  these  wounded  and  getting  an  accufate  count  of  tlie  dead.  Because 
of  the  I'TVA's  obsession  with  a  reticuloua  police  of  ttoir  dead,  a  sweep  of  a 
few  days  later  \d.ll  ctetormino  that  the  NV^  have  already  policed  up  their  dead 
and  no  wounded  onsi^  survivors  Bomln. 

Observation:  Tlie  day  following  tlie  contact,  tte  battalion  was 
comitted  to  another  mission  wliich  procludod  a  thorough  sweep  of  the  battle 
area.  It  was  not  until  throe  days  after  tiie  contact  that  a  thorough  sweep 
vould  be  made.  By  tills  time  there  was  considerable  evidence  that  liio  NVA 
had  dragged  away  many  bodies  and  policed  the  battle  area  of  oneniy  survivors. 

2.  Supporting  P.  cts; 

a.  Source  of  inforr^xition:  Battalion  Cor.imnder,  3d  Bat:blion,  8th 

Infantry, 

h,'  Unit;  3d  Battalion  ,  8th  Infantry 

0,  Activity  being  conducted:  Contact  with  e3t5.matod  NVA  Regiment 
while  on  D  fit  D  mission, 

d.  Date;  23  July  1967 

e.  Location:  YA85a97 

f .  Woatlior:  Hot  and  clear  with  unlimitod  visibility 

g.  Enemy:  Typo  :  NVA 

Estimated  Strength;  Regiment 
Disposition;  Above  ground,  moving 

h.  How  contact  was  made;  Tlio  third  platoon  of  Con^iany  C,  3d 
Battalion,  8tli  Infantiyr  initiated  contact  by  engaging  an  NVA  security  element, 

i.  Tiiiio  of  initial  contact;  1155  hours 

j.  Length  of  tiino  in  contact;  4  hours,  55  minutes 

k.  How  contact  was  broken;  NVA  broke  contact  by  withdrawing 
to  tlie  south. 


,i 
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1.  Surijnary  of  ovonts  from  which  the  combat  lesson  learned  is 
drawn:  The  day  following  the  contact,  the  battalion  was  coranittod  to  anotter 
idsaion  which  precluded  a  thorough  sweep  of  the  battle  area.  It  was  not 
until  three  days  aftor  tlie  contact  tliat  a  thorough  sweep  could  be  made.  By 
this  time  there  was  considerable  evidence  tludt  the  MVA  Iiad  dragged  away 
many  bodies  and  policed  the  battle  arsa  of  onory  survivors. 


IncloGure  10 


1,  Combat  Losson  Loamed;  Adjustment  of  close-in  artillery  fires  from 
200-14.00  meters  from  tho  peritBt.'r  edge  is  to  bo  accori^jlislied  by  the  artillery 
FO  on  the  ground.  All  otter  fires  including  bloclcing,  TAG  AiP.  and  gunships 
should  be  oontrollod  by  the  battalion  cor.Tnnndor« 

Item;  Control  ejiq  adj'ustisont  of  supporting  fire 8. 

Discussion;  Tlie  company  coranandor  on  tte  ground  does  not  have 
the  time  during  a  contact,  nor  tte  knowledge  of  the  overall  situation,  to 
Control  blocldLng  fires  of  arbilloiy  or  tte  fires  of  Tac  Air  and  gundiips. 

For  the  preservation  of  his  porimeter,  tte  company  commander  must  gid-de 
tte  FO  in,  adjustment  of  artillery  fires  around  tte  inmediatG  porimotor. 

Observation:  During  tho  contact,  tho  company  FO’s  adjusted 
artilleiy  fires  around  tteir  immediate  perimeter.  The  battalion  commander 
omployod  blocking  fires  on  avenues  of  approach  and  withdraw!,  as  vrell  as 
Tac  Air  and  gunships  on  known  and  suspected  enemy  locations.  In  tliis  manner 
tte  most  effective  utilization  was  made  of  supporting  fires, 

2,  Supporting  Facts: 

a.  Source  of  inforsiation:  Battalion  Coran nder.  3d  Battalion, 

8th  Infantry, 

b.  Unit;  3d  Bn.ttalion,  8th  Infantry 

c.  Activity  being  conducted;  Contact  with  estimated  NVA  Regiment 
while  on  S  &  D  mission. 

d.  Dato:  23  July  I967 

e.  Location;  YA85/|197 

f.  Weatter;  Hot  and  clear  with  unlimitod  viibility. 

g.  Enoiiy;  Type;  NVA 

Estimated  Strength;  Rogirent 
Disposition;  Abovo  ground,  moving 

h.  How  contact  was  made;  The  third  platoon  of  Company  C,  3d 
Battalion,  8tli  Infantry  initiated  contact  by  engaging  an  NVA  security  element, 

i.  Time  of  initial  contact;  1155  hours 

j.  Length  of  tine  in  contact;  4  hours,  55  minutes 

k.  How  contact  was  broken;  NVA  broke  contact  by  withdrawing  to 
the  south. 
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1.  Tiuro-iry  of  ovonts  from  which  tho  combat  loss  on  lorrnod  is 
drawn;  Duiing  tho  contact,  tho  corpany  FD's  cfijustod  artillery  fires 
around  their  im^cdinto  porimotor.  The  battalion  comiander  employed  blocking 
firos  on  avenues  of  approach  and  wlthdrawl,  as  well  as  Tac  Air  and  gunsliips 
on  known  and  suspoctod  oneiry  locations.  In  this  mamior  tho  most  off  active 
utilization  was  laado  of  supporting  fires. 
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COMPIOGNTIAU. 

GHja-HCAL  OPEEtATIONS 


1.  (C)  Chemical  operations  conducted  dtiring  Operation  FRANCIS  MARION 

are  tabulated  below.  Graphic  illustrations  are  on  overlays  7“1  thru  7-5» 

a.  Riot  Control  Agent  (RCj)  Mssions. 


(1).  Bulk  CS-1 


ttAlE 

LOCATION 

OUaNTITY 

AIRCRAFT 

SORTUM 

7  Apr 

•  IA7B9385 

2320  lbs 

CH-47 

2 

12  Apr 

YA7S9385 

2400  lbs 

CH-47 

2 

20  Juii 

BR1234-BR1336,  1337-1345 

4800  lbs 

CH-47 

3 

and  BR3J240-13A3 

21  Jun 

BR1234-BR1336,  1887-1345 

4800  lbs 

CH-47 

3 

and  BR1240-1343 

21-22  Jun 

BRO99430  (Group  of  14  caves) 

4  Aug 

YA842044-842050 

1120  lbs 

CH-47 

1 

4  Aug 

YA872037-875028 

1200  lbs 

CH-47 

■  1 

5  Aug 

YA876028-YA872035 

1200  lbs 

CH-47 

1 

14  Aug 

YA770345-YA770358 

1760  lbs 

CH-47 

1 

15  Aug 

YA955205 

800  lbs 

CH-47 

1 

22  Aug 

AQ910941-AQ911935 

1760  lbs 

CH-47 

1 

25  Aug 

'  AR928122 

1600  lbs 

CH-47 

1 

27  Aug 

AR86522I-AR86822I 

1760  lbs 

CH-47 

-i. 

(2)  CS  Grenades. 

13  Jun 

BR3.070 

896 

UH-ID 

1 

23  Jun 

YA763334-yA767327 

512 

UH-ID 

1 

29  Jul 

ZV005965 

1012 

UH-ID 

2 

29  Jul 

ZV005964 

1024 

UH-ID 

2 

10  Aug 

YA8534-YA8535 

512 

UH-ID 

1 

(3)  £i-vL58R2  C3  Cannister  Cluster. 

13  Sep 

YA885095 

4 

UH-ID 

1 

24  Sep 

ZA002542-0055A6 

8 

UH-ID 

1 

26  Sep 

ZAOO 5546-007555 

8 

UH-ID 

1 

30  Sep 

YA985507-937503 

6 

UH-ID 

1 

30  Sep 

YA965560-O68564 

6 

UH-ID 

1 

30  Sep 

YA967552-97C556 

6 

UH-ID 

1 

3  Oct 

ZAOO357O-OO6567 

8 

UH-ID 

1 

2  Oct 

ZA0O5569 

8 

UH-ID 

1 
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b.  Defoliation  and  Crop  Destruction  Missions, 
(1)  Aerial  defoliation  (Traildust) 


DAra 

LOCATION 

SORTISS 

CrA.LLCWS 

7  Apr 

YA7650-YA7770 

2 

2000 

8  Apr 

YA7661-YA8761 

4 

4000 

3  Apr 

YA6656-YA6S54 

3000 

8  Apr  ■ 

YA6670-YA6553 

2 

2000 

10  Apr 

YA8356-YA8770 

3 

3000 

11  Apr 

YA765700-YA756527 

2 

2000 

14  Apr 

YA765700-YA756527 

a  . 

2000 

15  Apr 

YA8455-YA725b 

2 

2000 

16  Apr 

YA6563-YA7350 

3 

3000 

16  Apr 

YA865575-YA754402 

2 

2000 

16  Apr 

YA7169-YA6167 

2  • 

2000 

16  Apr 

YA6256-YA7146 

2 

2000 

21  Apr 

YA750500-YA7 9747b 

2.  , 

2000 

25  Apr 

YA9870-YA8356 

2 

2000 

26  Apr 

YA7186-yA6570 

2  • 

2000 

1  May 

YA7186-YA6870 

2 

2000 

3  May 

Y/V6744-YA7350 

2  ■ 

2000 

3  liay 

IA625490-YA62056O 

2 

2000 

4  May 

fA6569-YA6552 - 

2 

2000 

5  ifey 

■  YA717b-YA6278 

5 

5000 

8  May 

YA7344-YA7327 

3 

3000 

8  May 

YA7044-YA7028 

3 

3000 

9  I'fey 

.  YA7144-YA7128 

2 

2000  ' 

9  May 

YA7227-yAe212 

2  ■■ 

2000  ■ 

10  May 

YA6563-YA7351 

2 

2000 

11  May 

YA7244-yA7227 

4 

4000 

12  May 

YA6943-yA6926 

2 

2000 

12  May 

■YA6927-yA8112 

2 

2000 

13  May 

YA6256-YA6945-IA734e 

,  .2  . 

2000 

13  Hay 

yA6640-YA6653 

2 

■  ■  2000 

14  May 

YA6256-YA7146-YA7348 

3 

3000  ' 

14  May 

YA8758-YA7549 

3 

3000 

15  iiay 

YA7550-yA8047 

3 

3000 

16  May 

YA6927-yA8009 

3 

3000 

17  May 

YA9847-ZA0648 

3 

3000 

17  I^ay 

ZA0260-YA9559 

3 

3000 

13  Jun 

yA7144-YA7125 

2 

2000 

4  Jul 

yA6471-YA6354 

3 

■  3000 

15  Jul 

YA7044-YA7027 

2 

2000 

16  Jul 

ZA0258-YA9558  • 

3 

3000 

12  Sep 

BR1649-BR1627 

3 

3000 

3  Oct 

BR080185-BR110145 

3 

3000 

6  Ocu 

BPa.63473-Bail0260 

2 

2000 

7  Oct 

BRI4546O-BRI2329O 

3 

3000 

2 

Co  H  c  toe'  \Vx  v_ 


COMPiDCNTiAU 

(2)  Crop  destruction. 


LQCmON 

S®TIK 

fMiims 

AGENT 

30  Hay 

2A0112 

12 

720 

ORA 

10  Jun 

ZA0113 

10 

500 

ORANGE 

7  Jul 

148865 

8 

400 

ORANGE 

5  Sep 

YA8570 

3 

150 

BLUE 

7  Seo 

YAS670 

2 

100 

BIITE 

3  Sep 

YA8567 

3 

200 

BLUE 

29-30  Sep 

BR1031,  1731,  1727,  1127 

8 

800 

ORANGE 

1  Oct 

BR1522,  1523,  1622,  1623, 

3 

225 

ORANGE 

1624 

3  Oct 

BR1323,  1324,  1325,  1425, 

6 

400 

ORANGE 

1424,  1423 

4  Oct 

BR1624,  1625,  1626,  1724, 

2 

150 

ORANGE 

1725,  1726 

5  Oct 

BR1426,  1427,  1527 

1 

100 

ORANGE 

7  Oct 

BR1329,  1330,  1331,  1A29, 

1 

75 

WHITE 

1430,  1431,  1530 

9  Oct 

BR1834,  1837,  1938-39-40, 

6 

250 

ORANGE 

2032  -  33  ,  2132,  2337, 

100 

WHITE 

2437  38-39-40,  2541 

10  Oct 

BR2034,  2134,  2233,  2432, 

3 

100 

ORANGE 

2433 

150 

WHITE 

c. 

Airborne  Personnel  Detector 

Mssions  Flown  15  June  -  11 

October. 

Ist  Bde 

2d  Bde 

Total 

75 

57 

126 

2.  (U)  T’.-ro  new  devices,  a  defoliation  apparatus  for  use  in  the  UH-1 

helicopter,  and  a  UH-1  grenade  dispenser,  were  developed  and  tested.  The  devices 
are  fully  explained  in  paragraph  14  of  the  basic  report.  Sketches  are  at 
TAB'S  A  and  B  attached. 
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DEFOLIATION  APFADATUS 


To  Spraying  Boom 


TAB  A  to  Inclosure  8 


Spray  Boom 


UKaL^SSiPlC^  0 

C3IIENADE  DISPENSER 


Release  Doors 


Safety  Door  Release 


TAB  B  to  Incloaure  8 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

REFEREES 

The  OPQRD,  FRAGOs  and  changes,  corrections  and  additions  thereto, 
as  listed  below,  were  pertinent  to  Operation  FRANCIS  MARION. 


TITLE 

MfG 

OPORD  2-67  (FRA'NCIS  MARION)  (U) 

071800H 

April  1967 

FRAGO  1-2-67  to  OPORD  -2-67  (FRANCIS 
MARION)  (U) 

081650Z 

April  1967 

Correction  to  FRAGO  1-2-67  (U) 

0909C5Z 

April  1967 

Addition  to  FPJIGO  1-2-67  (U) 

1009202 

Aoril  1967 

FRAGO  2-2-67  to  OPORD  2-67 
(FRANCIS  MARION)  (U) 

101245Z 

April  1967 

FRAGO  3-2-67  to  OPORD  2-6?  (FRANCIS 
14ARI0N)  (U) 

Undated 

April  1967 

Change  1  to  FRAGO  3-2-67  tc 

OPORD  2-6?  (U) 

251245Z 

April  1967 

FRAGO  4-2-67  (U) 

2612502 

April  1967 

FRAGO  5-2-67  to  OPORD  2-6? 

(FRANCIS  MARION)  (U) 

2ei415Z 

April  1967 

FRAGO  6-2-67  (U) 

0107502 

May  1967 

FRAGO  7-2-67  to  0PC®D  2-6? 

(FRANCIS  MARION)  (U) 

0712002 

May  1967 

FRAGO  8-2-67  to  OPCHD  2-6? 

(FRANCIS  MARION)  (U) 

1008302 

May  1967 

FRAGO  9-2-67  to  OPORD  2-6? 

(FRANCIS  MARION)  (U> 

1113102 

May  1967 

F.RAGO  10-2-67  to  OPORD  2-67 
(FRANCIS  1-IARION)  (U) 

2114302 

May  1967 

FRAGO  11-2-67  to  OPORD  2-6?  (FRANCIS 
I4ARI0N)  (U) 

272200H 

May  1967 

FRAGO  12-2-67  to  OPORD  2-6?  (FRANCIS 
MARIOT)  (U) 

301147Z 

Nay  1967 

FRAGO  13-2-67  to  OPORD  2-67  (FRANCIS 
MARION)  (U) 

081500H 

June  1967 

FRAGO  14-2-67  (FRANCIS  MARION)  (U) 

012000H 

July  1967 

UKC  L^<^SlFieD 
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unclassified 


FRAC30  15-2-67  (FRANCIP  MARI(^)  (U). 

061030Z  July  1967 

FR/iGO  16-2-67  (FRANCIS  MARION)  (U) 

061031Z  July  1967 

FRAGO  17'2>i67  (FRANCIS  M/iRION)  (U) 

120800Z  July  1967 

FRAGO  18-2-67  (FRANCIS  MARION)  (U) 

191515Z  July  1967 

FRAGO  19-2-67  (FRANCIS  MARION)  (U) 

220100Z  July  1967 

FRAGO  aO-2-67(FRANCIS  MARION)  (U) 

030035Z  August  1967 

FRAGO  21-2-67  NO  CHANGE  FROM 

ORAL  ORDERS 

160501Z  August  1967 

FRAGO  22-2-67  NO  GRANGE  FROM 

ORAL  ORDERS 

300312Z  August  1967 

FRAGO  23-2-67 

3003122  August  196? 

FRAGO  2/f-2-67 

011600Z  September  1967 

Change  1  to  FRAGO  24-2-67  to 

OPORD  2-67 

031735Z  September  1967 

FRAGO  25-2-67  No  Change  From 

Oral  Orders 

062400Z  Septanber  1967 

FRAGO  26-2-67  (U) 

07O945Z  September;  1967 

Change  1  to  FRAGO  26-2,-67  to  OPORD 
2-67 

1500362  September  1967 

Change  2  to  FRAGO  26-2-67  (ETJUKIS 
MARICM)  (U) 

22  September  1967 

FRAGO  27-2-67 

100335Z  September  1967 

FRAGO  28-2-67 

1501302  September  1967 

FRAGO  29-2-67 

201455Z  Septeanber  1967 
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ABEBEVIATICMS 

list  of  ihbreviations  used  in  text  (Local,  common  usage,  standarf  Army) 


A  A 

Anti-Aircraft 

AO 

Area  of  Operations 

APG 

Airborne  Personnel  Detector 

ARVN 

Army  Republic  of  VIEOTAM 

ASF 

Ammunition  Supply  Point 

ASR 

Available  Supply  Rate 

AVLB 

Armored  Vehicle  Laun.ched  Bridge 

AW 

Automatic  Weapon 

CA 

Civic  Action 

CA 

Combat  A'sdault 

CAS 

Close  Air  Support 

C&C 

Command  and  Control 

CHICOM 

Chinese  Communist 

Cl 

Counterintelligence 

CIDG 

Civilian  Irregular  Defense  Group 

CP 

Command  Post 

cs 

Tear  Gas 

css 

Combat .Sky’ Spot 

DISCOM 

Division  Support  Commauid 

DS 

Direct  Support 

DTOC 

.1  '  ’ 

Division  Tactical  Operations  Center 

FAC 

Forward  Air  Controller 

FDC 

Fire  Direction  Center 

FO 

Forward  Observer 

T7D  AHO 

X  t  krLwv 

Frag  Order 

UKCuA^SsiFiEO 
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OKCl.  iCO 


FSA 

Foward  Support  Area 

FSB 

Fire  Support  Base 

FSS 

Forward  Supply  Element 

FaIMiVF 

Free  world  Military  Assistance  Forces 

GRREG 

Graves  Registration 

OS 

General  Support 

GSR 

General  Support  Reinforcing 

Gun,  Gunship 

Armed  UH-1  Helicopters 

GVN 

Government  of  VIETMiM 

HavAceye  Team 

Four  Man  Hunter  -  Killer  Team 

HSJ 

Harassment  and  Interdiction 

Headhunter 

0-lE  Aircraft  Used  for  Visual  Reoonnaissance 

Hook 

CH-47  "Chinook"  Helicopter 

I.  FFCaCEV 

I  Field  Force,  VIETNAM 

INRHA 

Injuries  Not  the  Result  of  Hostile  Action 

IPW 

Interrogation  Prisoner  of  War  Team 

IRHA 

Injuries  the  Result  of  Hostile  Action 

Jackson  Hole 

Brigade  CP  Area  at  LB  THANH,  IA898315 

JUSPAO 

Joint  US  Public  Affairs  Agency 

KBA 

Killed  by  Air 

KIA 

Killed  in  Action 

LF 

i  ■ 

Local  Force 

IMP 

Long  Range  Reconnaissance  Patrol,  Recondo  Patrol 

LLOC 

Land  Line  of  Conasunlcatlons 

LZ 

Landing  Zone 

MCV 

Military  A.eaistajscH  nnumvanri  VTETNAM 

MEDCAP 

Medical  Civic  Action  Program 
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MF 

IiMCUASSIFVED 

Main  Force 

Military  Intelligence 

MIA 

Mssing  in  Action 

MSB 

Main  Supply  Route 

-MTOE 

Modified  Table  of  0rgani2ation  and  Equipment 

NVA 

North  VIETNAI^ESE  Army 

WVAC 

North  VIETNAMESE  Army  Captive 

Oasis 

Brigade  CP  Area  at  ZA110275 

OPCON 

Operational  Control 

OPORD 

Operation  Order 

POIi/AR 

Political  Warfare  (ARVN) 

POW,  rtif 

Prisoner  of  War 

PP 

Preplanned 

PZ 

Pick-up  Zone 

RCA 

Riot  Control  Agent 

RD 

Revolutionary  Development 

RL 

Rocket  Launcher 

RVM 

Republic  of  VIETNAM 

S&D 

Search  and  Destroy 

Slick 

OH-1  Helicopter  Used  Primarily  for  Air  Left 

SP 

Self  Propelled 

Spooky 

Air  Force  Minigun  Armed  AG-47  Flareship 

TAG 

Tactical 

TAOR 

Tactical  Area  of  Responsibility 

TOE 

Table  of  Organisation  and  Equipment 

USAID 

United  States  Agency  for  International  Development 

TTr«  rt  r%»T 

UQiin.v 

United  States  Army,  VlETN/di 

USSF 

United  States  Special  Forces 

UK\CL.ASSIFlb^D 
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VC 

Viet  Cong 

vcc 

Viet  Cong  Captive 

VETCAP 

Veterin;iry  Cii/lc  Action  Program 

VfC 

Viet  MOWrAGliARD  Cong 

VM3C 

Viec.  iiCOTAGRARD  Cong  Captive 

VR 

Visua?j  Rocoimaissanoe 

VT 

Variable  Time 

VTR 

Vehicle,  Tank  Recovery 

WIA 

V/ounded  in  Action 
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